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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


This microfilm project addresses a crucial period in Chinese history, from the foundation 
of the People’s Republic in 1949, to the death of Zhou Enlai and Mao, the arrest of the 


Gang of Four and the end of the Cultural Revolution in 1976.. It charts how a country 


estimated to contain 40% of the world's population struggled to regain its independence 
from foreign domination, and to become a leading contender in world affairs. 


1949 was a year of triumph for the Chinese Communists. Following decades of hard struggle 


and armed conflict the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was formally established on the 1st. 


October under the leadership of Mao Tse-tung and the Chinese Communist Party. 1950 then, 
was inevitably: going to be a year of consolidation in which the new Government would extend 
its control and implement its radical new policies across the vast country it now ruled. The 
enormity of this task cannot be overemphasised; not only was China the most populous nation 
on Earth, encompassing numerous ethnic minorities, it was also a country ravaged by a century 
of civil war, foreign domination, political fragmentation and localised rule of powerful war-lords. 
Economically China was still an overwhelmingly agricultural nation, relying on its peasant class 
to produce the essential rice crop, lacking the large scale heavy industry essential to the new 
Government's independent ambitions. And, as if all this was not challenge enough, the 
People's Republic had earned the bitter enmity of the world's most powerful nation, the United 
States of America. 


The year started well enough for the Communists, and Britain's recognition of the new regime 
in early January, must have helped strengthen Mao's resolve to continue pushing for the PRC 
to take Taiwan's seat at the United Nations. Internally, the country was firmly under communist 
control (apart from a few pockets of Kuomingtang resistance) and the new Government 
enjoyed "a wide measure of support from the great majority of the people" [FO 371/92189 - a 
file for 1951 commenting on 1950]. Internationally, although not popular with western 
countries, an increasing number were recognising the new regime at the expense of the 
Nationalist Government on Formosa/Taiwan; and, despite the hostility of the United States, the 
People's Republic was not without friends. The Soviet Union and its satellites were quick to 


establish links with the Peking Government, and various treaties were signed to strengthen the: 


growing body of countries that were joining the Communist camp. But China's needs were so 
vast that even the Soviet Union, herself still suffering from the ravages of the Second World 
War, could offer only token material help to Mao. 


lf China was to become the world power that her size and history suggested, she would have to 
undertake the task pretty much alone. To this end, numerous Committees were established 
and conferences held, aimed at re-organising and modernising every aspect of Chines life. 


These included a National Conference of Combat Heroes and Labour Models, a Relief 


Worker's Conference, a Customs Conference, a Co-operative Conference, Health, Judicial and 
Scientific Workers' Conferences, a Higher Education Conference, and a Water Conservation 
Conference, to name but a few. In areas of local government there was also radical re- 
organisation, with regional conferences and congresses held throughout the country to 
establish a systematic model of local administration. New national laws were passed to 
regulate taxation, trade unions, religion, and the treatment of China's minorities; the most 
radical measures, however, were those relating to marriage and agrarian reform. 


The Marriage Law was designed to end the traditional subservient role assigned to Chinese 
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women and to ‘release the political energies of women for the benefit of the revolution’. The 
Agrarian Reform Law of June 1950 was equally radical in its attempt to bring benefit to the 
peasant classes. who made up the bulk of Chinese society. Ambitious in its aims to reform the 
agricultural forces of over 100 million peasants, the Law. was designed to redistribute land and 
collectivise agriculture. 


In all, the new Government began 1950 with the sense of positive urgency and radical action 


~ expected from an administration as ideologically committed as the Chinese Communist Party 


was, and many positive measures were undertaken to unite and modernise the country. But, 
on the horizon, storm clouds were gathering heralding events that would threaten not sie 
China, but the peace and stability of the entire region. 


China's easterly neighbour, Korea, had been divided into two opposing states since the end of 
the Japanese occupation in 1945. On 25th June, 1950, the North Korean army launched a 
surprise and highly successful invasion of the South, with the intention of re-uniting the country 
under communist rule. Within two days of the attack, President Truman announced America's 
intention to send US forces to help the South Koreans repel the invaders. Taking advantage of 
a Soviet boycott of the UN, Truman managed to pass a resolution in the Security Council . 
condemning North Korea's actions and sanctioning Military action under United Nations 
auspices. On 1st July 1950, the first United Nations troops arrived in Korea, and were soon 
pushing the North Koreans back towards the — Parallel, the boundary between the rival 
Korean states. | : 


The collapse of the North Koreans, and the vast UN military force, under the command of the 
virulently anti-communist American General MacArthur, were of grave concern to Mao and the 
PRC Government. Tension was heightened further when, on the 14 September, MacArthur 
launched a daring offensive, landing UN forces behind the North Koreans at Inchon, and 
putting the communists into a full retreat. Worried by the success of the UN forces, the 
Chinese Foreign Minister warned the US, via the Indian Government, that China “could not 
stand idly by if UN forces cross the 38th Parallel." MacArthur, however, dismissed Chinese 
threats as a bluff, and within two weeks had crossed the 38th Parallel and was advancing 
swiftly into North Korea, capturing the Northern capital of Pyongyang by the middle of October. 


The rapid advance of the UN forces was a situation that the Chinese could not ignore: not only 
was North Korea an important buffer zone between themselves and the pro-western South, but 
China had important strategic interests in North Korea, including hydro-electric power stations 
supplying energy to much of southern Manchuria. It was also not beyond belief that MacArthur, 
backed by hard-line anti-communist elements in the US and Taiwan, would try push on over the 
Yalu River and enter China in hope of toppling the infant PRC Government. 


Accordingly, on 8 October, Mao ordered the creation of Chinese ‘Volunteer’ forces to help the 
beleaguered North Korean army stem the UN advance and push MacArthur back across the 
38th Parallel. The use of volunteer troops, rather, than regular Chinese PLA forces was a 
deliberate ploy by the Chinese to avoided the necessity of the PRC actually declaring war on 
the UN and its constituent countries involved in the Korean conflict. Despite its volunteer tag 
though, the introduction of the 200,000 Chinese soldiers, combined with the onset of the bitter 
Korean winter, had a dramatic influence on the course of the war. The UN advance was 
blunted, and following a major offensive at the end of November, was soon in full retreat. The 
US 10th Corps, finding itself outnumbered and cut off, had to be evacuated by sea. 


Despite attempts at a counter-attack, the UN forces soon realised the hopelessness of the 
situation, and resisting calls to resort to nuclear strikes, ordered the withdraw of all its forces 
south of the 38th Parallel. By December Pyongyang was back in communist hands and the 
political map had reverted pretty much to its pre-1950 boundaries. Despite this situation the 


war was far from.over, and 1951 would witness a major Chinese-North Korean offensive and 
massive UN efforts to defend the South. | 


The Korean situation had a number of effects on China, her allies and her enemies. Despite 
‘ being less than a year old the People's Republic had demonstrated, not only her ability to take 
on militarily the western powers, but also her resolve to do so when her interests seemed 
threatened. To the communist ‘liberation movements’ throughout Asia, China's action in Korea 
must have provided a great inspiration and source of encouragement. To the US and her 
allies, the Chinese intervention was a further sign of the dangers of the spread of communism, 
and the PRC's successes underlined the imperative of bolstering those pro-western Asian 
countries threatened by communist subversion. . 


The year 1950 was then, one of optimism for the People's Republic; it was, in the words of the 
British Chargé d'‘Affaires in Peking 


“...@ year of consolidation in China. Militarily, politically and economically the Central 
People’s Government strengthened its position. to a degree that made it appear 
unassailable except possibly in- the event of a large scale foreign invasion, and the 
policies which, under the Common Programme adopted by the People's Political 
Consultative Conference, the Government was enjoined to follow have made substantial 
progress in many fields.” 

[FO 371/92189] 


- The robust military action taken by China in Korea, however, sent a clear warning to all such 
would be enemies that such a ‘foreign invasion’ could not be undertaken lightly and that the 
PRC was likely to remain the dominant political force in China for the foreseeable future. 


The documents in this collection offer an un-paralleled insight into the development of post 
revolutionary China, its policies, economy and strategies, as witnessed by British diplomats 
both in the People’s Republic and Taiwan, and the Foreign Office. Particular interest is shown 
in such topics as: 


Recognition of the Communist Government by the UK and other countries 
Sino-Soviet relations 
Relations between Hong Kong and the PRC 
American policy towards China 
Events in Formosa, and relations with the Nationalist Government 
British commercial policy in China, and China's financial position 
The Blockade of the Yangtse by the Nationalist Government 
The repatriation of Chinese from Malaya, and Chinese intentions towards Malaya 


As part of Adam Matthew Publications’ ongoing series Foreign Office Files for China, 1949- 
1979 this Part wil prove an invaluable resource for scholars and researchers trying to 
understand how the communist revolution affected, not only the millions of people living in 
China, but also the entire global political situation. The British files are of great importance 
particularly because of the divergence between US policy towards China and British policy 
towards China during this period. 


- Thomas Gray 
March 2000 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microfilm publications have been prepared and produced in accordance with 
recommended and established guide-lines for the production of microform of superior quality. 
These conform to the recommendations of the standard guides to good microforming and 
micropublishing practice. 7 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. A few manuscript documents 
consist of faintly legible correspondence and records written with a variety of inks, pens or 
pencils and on paper of many different types and thickness. A few items are stained or 
discoloured at the edges, or comprise material on very thin paper, which is so thin that there is 
show through that renders the original document difficult to read. Some items consist .of carbon 
copies of documents and these again can.pose problems where the original is very faint or 
blurred. 


These original characteristics present difficulties of image and contrast which stringent tests 
and camera alterations cannot entirely overcome. Every effort has been made to minimise 
these difficulties. Subject headings and item numbers are clearly marked. Each frame is filmed 
with a vertical strip target which identifies the relevant Public Record Office piece number in 
Class FO 371. 


The Public Record Office at Kew, England, has exercised the most responsible care in the 
filming of this unique collection and this microfilm publication meets the standards established 
by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) and the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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firms in connection with exports to China 

Taxes on foreign government property in communist China (Folder 1) 
Taxes on foreign government property in communist China (Folder 2) 
Taxes on foreign government property in communist China (Folder 3) 


Taxes on foreign government property in communist China (Folder 4) 
Collection of income tax and profit tax on foreign business firms in 
communist China (Folder 1) 

Collection of income tax and profit tax on foreign business firms in 
communist China (Folder 2) 

Problems regarding payment of stamp tax in communist China 


Re-employment and pensions of former members of the Chinese Maritime 
Customs 


Gold smuggling in China 

Proposed supply of war material to Formosa 

Defence of Hong Kong (Folder 1) 

Defence of Hong Kong (Folder 2) 

Possibility of Chinese nationalist forces assisting the French in French Indo- 
China against the communists 

Japanese forces operating in China in support of both nationalist and 
communist armies 

Defence of Formosa against communist attack (Folder 1) 


Defence of Formosa against communist attack (Folder 2) 

Chou en Lai's warning to foreign governments not to shelter Kuomintang 
nationalist forces ; 

Communist China regulations regarding possession of firearms by foreign 
nationals 

Repatriation of Chinese nationalist troops from Hong Kong to Formosa 
Supply of arms for communist China 

Reports of impending invasion of French Indo-China by Chinese communist 
forces 


FO 371/83408 
FO 371/83409 
FO 371/83410 
FO 371/83411 


FO 371/83412 
FO 371/83413 
. FO 371/83414 
FO 371/83415 
FO 371/83416 
FO 371/83417 
FO 371/83418 
FO 371/83419 
FO 371/83420 
FO 371/83421 
FO 371/83422 


FO 371/83423 
FO 371/83424 


FO 371/83425 


REEL 52 
FO 371/83426 


FO 371/83427 


FO 371/83428 


FO 371/83429 


FO 371/83430 


FO 371/83431 


REEL 53 
FO 371/83432 


FO 371/83433 
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Portuguese request for loan of armoured cars for Macao 
Illegal arms traffic in Far East in connection with China lend-lease arms 
Communist use of troops for productive work in China 

Report that 100,000 troops are being trained as airborne troops in 
Manchuria — 

Reported detention of Chinese scientists and students in USA and Japan 
Dispositions of the Chinese communist army 

Visit of United States aircraft carrier USS Valley Forge to Hong Kong 
Proposed return of the frigate HMS Amethyst to the Far East Station 
Information about the Chinese communist and nationalist navies 

Protest to Chinese communist government about an attack on HMS 
Concord 

Release of drawings of jet fighters involved in a contract between the 
nationalist government in Formosa and Gloster Aircraft Co 

Employment of Japanese airmen in China 

Composition and location of the Chinese communist Air Force 
Organisation of a volunteer air corps by American, British and Canadian 
airmen to fight for the Chinese nationalists 

Annual report on air activity in China for 1949 

Air defence measures in China 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 1) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 


regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 2) 


Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 3) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 4) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 5) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 6) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 7) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 


regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 8) 


Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 9) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British shipping 
(Folder 10) 


FO 371/83434 


FO 371/83435 


FO 371/83436 


REEL 54 
FO 371/83437 


FO 371/83438 


FO 371/83439 


FO 371/83440 
FO 371/83441 
FO 371/83442 
FO 371/83443 


FO 371/83444 
FO 371/83445 
FO 371/83446 
FO 371/83447 


FO 371/83448 
FO 371/83449 


FO 371/83450 


FO 371/83451 
FO 371/83452 
FO 371/83453 
FO 371/83454 
FO 371/83455 


REEL 55 

FO 371/83456 
FO 371/83457 
FO 371/83458 
FO 371/83459 


FO 371/83460 
FO 371/83461 


. 


Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British 
shipping (Folder 11) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British 
shipping (Folder 12) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping, attacks on British 
shipping (Folder 13) 


Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British 
shipping (Folder 14) 

Blockade of the Yangtse by the nationalist government: British policy 
regarding naval vessels and merchant shipping; attacks on British 
shipping (Folder 15) 

Entry of Chinese warships into Hong Kong territorial waters; firing on 
shipping in Hong Kong territorial waters by communist shore batteries on 
Chi Chan Island 

Chinese measures for the defence of Tsingtao harbour 

Food production in Hankow 

Chinese State Administration Council directive on Forestry work 
Report on China Trading and Industrial Development Corporation who 
claim to be negotiating with British Ministry of Food regarding sale of 
cereals 

Purchase of 150,000 tons of maize from China by Ministry of Food 
Resumption of traffic on the Kowloon-Canton Railway 

Construction of a motor road from Chinghai to Tibet 

scheme for construction of a modem new airport at Hong Kong: Progress 
on the Deep Bay project 

Sale of aircraft to China 

Questionnaire in connection with court action in Hong Kong over property 
of China National Aviation Company and Central Air Transport 
Corporation 

Warming to be issued by Governor of Hong Kong concerning 
unauthorised entry into Hong Kong airspace by nationalist aircraft 
Regulations governing flights over Formosa, April 1950 

Shipping services in China and Hong Kong (Folder 1) 

Shipping services in China and Hong Kong (Folder 2) 

Detention of SS Chunking Victory at Aden 

Blockade of the China coast: Reports by the United Kingdom Shipping 
Representative, Singapore 


Sale of ships to communist China 

Chinese communist attacks on British vessels 

Chinese nationalist government discrimination against British ships 
Messrs Jardine and Matheson unlikely to press claim against the British 
government with regard to the SS Yusang 

Position of mariners and their dependants under the National Insurance 
and Industrial Injuries Acts 

The water supply of Shanghai 
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FO 371/83462 
FO 371/83463 


FO 371183464 
FO 371/83465 


FO 371/83466 
FO 371/83467 


FO 371/83468 
FO 371/83469 


FO 371/83470 
FO 371/83471 
FO 371/83472 
FO 371/83473 


FO 371/83474 
FO 371/83475 


FO 371/83476 


REEL 56 
FO 371/83477 


FO 371/83478 
FO 371/83479 
FO 371/83480 
FO 371/83481 
FO 371/83482 


REEL $7 
FO 371/83483 


FO 371/83484 
FO 371/83485 
FO 371/83486 
FO 371/83487 


FO 371/83488 
FO 371/83489 


FO 371/83490 
FO 371/83491 


Communications between Nanking and Peking 

United States proposals to prevent communist seizure of radio equipment 
at United States posts in China 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Dismantling of United Kingdom government radio equipment in China 
(Folder 1) 

Dismantling of United Kingdom government radio equipment in China 
(Folder 2) 

Position of radio-telephone service between the UK and China 
Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Agreement between Chinese People's Republic and the Great Northern 
Telegraph Company of Denmark for resumption of the company’s 
business in China 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Establishment of a broadcast receiving network in China 

Information concerning transmission of mail in China 

Newspaper report on arrival in Hong Kong of a Chinese communist 
courier from New Delhi | 
Censorship of mail between Shanghai and Tientsin 

Protection of properties of British commercial interests in China 
(Folder 1) | 

Protection of properties of British commercial interests in China 
(Folder 2) 


Protection of properties of British commercial interests in China 

(Folder 3) 

Agrarian Reform Law promulgated by the Central People's Govemment 
on 30 June 1950: FORD paper regarding the agrarian situation in China 
Registration and requisitioning of foreign government owned property 
(Folder 1) 


Registration and requisitioning of foreign government owned property 
(Folder 2) 


Registration and requisitioning of foreign government owned property 
(Folder 3) 


Registration and requisitioning of foreign government owned property 
(Folder 4) 


Registration and requisitioning of foreign government owned property 
(Folder 5) 

Proposals regarding utilisation of the walled city and adjacent area in the 
leased territory at Kowloon 

Claims arising from requisitioning of railway materials in Hong Kong 
Condition and repair of the Chinese Embassy in London 

Action to obtain compensation from the Chinese Government for damage 
to British property by a Chinese mob in Canton 

Upkeep and title to the Queen's Gardens, Canton 

Refusal of nationalist government to issue registration certificates for 
British property in Formosa 

Registration of trade marks in communist China 

Claims for damaged British property in China 


10 


FO 371/83492 
FO 371/83493 


REEL 58 
FO 371/83494 
FO 371/83495 


FO 371/83496 


FO 371/83497 
FO 371/83498 
FO 371/83499 


REEL 59 

FO 371/83500 
FO 371/83501 
FO 371/83502 
FO 371/83503 
FO 371/83504 
FO 371/83505 
FO 371/83506 


REEL 60 
FO 371/83507 


FO 371/83508 


FO 371/83509 
FO 371/83510 
FO 3/71/8351 1 


FO 371/83512 


FO 371/83513 
FO 371/83514 
FO 371/83515 
FO 371/83516 
FO 371/83517 
FO 371/83518 


FO 371/83519 


REEL 61 
FO 371/83520 


* 


Oil shipments to China (Folder 1) 
Oil shipments to China (Folder 2) 


Oil shipments to China (Folder 3) 

Proposed disposal by the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company of 
their half share of Kailan Mining Administration in view of likelihood of 
nationalisation of the mines (Folder 1) 

Proposed disposal by the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company of 
their half share of Kailan Mining Administration in view of likelihood of 
nationalisation of the mines (Folder 2) 

Welfare of detained American pilots and others in China: Action to secure 
release (Folder 1) 

Welfare of detained American pilots and others in China: Action to secure 
release (Folder 2) 

Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 1) 


Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 2) 
Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 3) 
Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 4) 
Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 5) 
Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 6) 
Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 7) 
Evacuation of foreigners from China (Folder 8) 


Chinese regulations governing the issue of residence certificates, travel, 
entry and exit permits for foreigners 

Possible evacuation of British Subjects from Formosa in event of 
communist invasion 

Registration of foreign nationals in China 

Infiltration of Chinese nationalist troops in French Indo-China 
Movements of British and Commonwealth nationals in China and 
Formosa: Relations with Chinese government (Folder 1) 

Movements of British and Commonwealth nationals in China and 
Formosa: Relations with Chinese government (Folder 2) 

Trial of Miss BMF Rudd on charges of insulting behaviour to students 
Transit visas for Chinese at Hong Kong (Folder 1) 

Transit visas for Chinese at Hong Kong (Folder 2) 

Transit visas for Chinese at Hong Kong (Folder 3) 

Transit visas for Chinese at Hong Kong (Folder 4) 

Issue of visas to the United Kingdom and colonies to holders of Chinese 
passports 

Provincial government regulations governing entry into Formosa 


Singapore query regarding United Kingdom attitude towards persons 
holding foreign diplomatic passports: Quotes case of Kwe Tchi Mine of 
All-China Federation of Labour, not accredited to any foreign government 
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FO 371/83521 


FO 371/83522 
FO 371/83523 
FO 371/83524 


FO 371/83525 
FO 371/83526 


FO 371783527 
FO 371/83528 


FO 371/83529 
FO 371/83530 
FO 371/83531 
FO 371/83532 


FO 371/83533 
FO 371/83534 


FO 371/83535 
FO 371/83536 
FO 371/83537 


FO 371/83538 


FO 371/83539 


FO 371/83540 
FO 371/83541 
FO 371/83542 


REEL 62 


FO 371/83543 
FO 371/83544 
FO 371/83545 


FO 371/83546 
FO 371/83547 
FO 371/83548 


FO 371/83549 


Requirement for foreigners wishing to leave China to submit in writing a 
comparison of communist government with former government; possibile 
clandestine departures of foreigners 

Regulations governing the organisation and authority of the People's 
Courts 

Renunciation of extra territorial rights in China: Position of 
Commonwealth countries 

National Security Conference Peking, August 1950: Suppression of anti- 
revolutionary activities - definition of police duties 

Chinese provincial and Hong Kong newspapers 

Distorted Tass report in Shanghai New Life Daily of interview between 
Mr Harris of British Information Section Shanghai and a Soviet reporter 
Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Relief and production work in North Anhwei: Survey of flood situation in 
China 

Famine conditions in China: Relief measures 

Welfare work in China by British Red Cross Society 

New Labour Insurance Scheme for railway workers, effective from 

1 August 1950 

Schools and institutes in China | 

Retained by department under Section 3(4) 

Extract from a letter from Hong Kong about Chinese scientists returning 
to communist China after enjoying British Council hospitality in the United 
Kingdom 

Restrictions on churches and missionaries in China 

Seizure of the Shanghai County Hospital by Chinese authorities 
(Folder 1) 

Seizure of the Shanghai County Hospital by Chinese authorities 
(Folder 2) 

Chinese refusal to permit duty free equipment for MacKenzie Memorial 
Hospital, Tientsen; fusion of Union Hospital and Wuhan University 
Medical School; statement of repentance made by Li Ching lung and 
Dr Austin of the Methodist Hospital for death of a patient 

Training of medical students in China: Regulations governing public 
health in factories 

Suppression of opium and drugs in the Central South region of China 
Repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (Folder 1) 

Repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (Folder 2) 


Repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (Folder 3) 

Repatriation of Chinese from Malaya (Folder 4) 

Status of Chinese in Malaya: Movements of students of dual Chinese and 
British nationality between China and Malaya after period education in 
China 

British representation in China and Formosa 

Appointments of representatives of foreign governments in China 
Position of Chinese Consuls in Malaya; closure of Consulate-General in 
London 25 March 1950; visas for Chinese officials taking up 
appointments in British territories (Folder 1) 

Position of Chinese Consuls in Malaya; closure of Consulate-General in 


London 25 March 1950; visas for Chinese officials taking up 


appointments in British territories (Folder 2) 
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FO 371/83550 


FO 371/83551 


REEL 63 
FO 371/83552 


FO 371/83553 


FO 371/83554 
FO 371/83555 


FO 371/83556 
FO 371/83557 
FO 371/83558 
FO 371/83559 
FO 371/83560 
FO 371/83561 


FO 371/83562 
FO 371/83563 


FO 371/83564 


REEL 64 

FO 371/83565 
FO 371/83566 
FO 371/83567 


FO 371/83568 
FO 371/83569 
FO 371/83570 
FO 371/83571 
FO 371/83572 
FO 371/83573 
FO 371/83574 
FO 371/83575 
FO 371/83576 
FO 371/83577 
FO 371/83578 


FO 371/83579 


s 


Position of Chinese Consuls in Malaya; closure of Consulate-General in 
London 25 March 1950; visas for Chinese officials taking up 
appointments in British territories (Folder 3) 

Position of Chinese Consuls in Malaya; closure of Consulate-General in 
London 25 March 1950; visas for Chinese officials taking up 
appointments in British territories (Folder 4) 


Position of Chinese Consuls in Malaya; closure of Consulate-General in 
London 25 March 1950; visas for Chinese officials taking up 
appointments in British territories (Folder 5) 

Position of Chinese Consuls in Malaya; closure of Consulate-General in 
London 25 March 1950; visas for Chinese officials taking up 
appointments in British territories (Folder 6) 

Activities of foreign representatives in Communist China: Expulsion of 
French Consuls; attack on Egyptian representative (Folder 1) 

Activities of foreign representatives in Communist China: Expulsion of 
French Consuls; attack on Egyptian representative (Folder 2) 

Chinese representation abroad 

Increase in staff of American Consulate-General in Hong Kong 

Arrival of Mr Pannikar, Indian Ambassador in Peking 


_ Retained by department under Section 3(4) 


American and French service attaches at Hong Kong 

Position of Naval Liaison officer in Tamsui; withdrawal of Assistant Naval 
Attache Shanghai; position of Assistant Military Attache Canton 

Report that Soviet Consulate-General Shanghai is exempt from local land 
tax 

Claim of diplomatic privilege by Charles C S Wang, London manger of 
Central News Agency of China 

British protection of American interests in China (Folder 1) 


British protection of American interests in China (Folder 2) 
Protection of Chinese interests in Afghanistan by USSR 
Request for British assistance in storing Turkish Embassy furniture, 
Nanking 

Protection of Philippine interests in China 

Protection of Egyptian interests in China 

Protection of French interests in China 

Protection of Norwegian interests in Hankow 

Awards for services rendered in the Yangtse incident 
Banning of British films in China 

Trade Unions and labour policy in China (Folder 1) 

Trade Unions and labour policy in China (Folder 2) 

Trade Unions and labour policy in China (Folder 3) 

Trade Unions and labour policy in China (Folder 4) 

Peking Conference of Asian and Australasian Trade Union 
representatives | 

Fourth World Power Conference, London July 1950 


FO 371/83507 
Complete Files for 1950 


Chinese regulations 
governing the issue of 
residence certificates, 
travel, entry and exit 
permits for foreigners 
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PAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT. FC (S05 / / 


No. a 0 n= 
fae 30.) 38: 


Received in 
Registry— aS - aA x a0 


REFERENCES 


(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


37799 


(MINUTES) 


Confirma tory copy follows 
No. 20 (1/27A/50) 
4») 


- 


H.M. Consul-General at 
RXXIOAMR XI, Peking, presents his compliments to 


His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits 


herewtth ene copy of the undermentioned paper. 


« 
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Reference to previous despatch : 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Peking despateh No. 30 to Regulations concerning Issue of 
Nanking of SOth January, 1950. ' Regidenee Certificates, Travel, 


Entry & Exit Permits for 
Foreigners. 


REGULATIONS CONCERNING ISSUE OF 
RESIDENCE CERTIFICATES, TRAVEL, ppt ONSULATE GENE} 
ENTRY & EXIT PERMITS FOR ae see 


No. 30 (1/27A/50) s0th January, 1950. 


Copied to; 
Foreign Office No. 20. 
Tientsin No. 22. 


Sir, 


With reference to Peking letter to Chancery No. 153 
(67/27A/49) of the 20th July, 1949, I have the honour to 
report that there have recently appeared in the press a number 
of regulations coneerning the issue of residence certificates, 
and of travel, entry and exit permits for aliens resident, or 
desiring of taking up residenee, in Peking. 


2. As Long ago as last August all the foreigners in 
Peking were instructed to attend at the Bureau of Public Safety 
for interrogation, and to fill up forms, which was understood 
to be a preliminary to the issue of residence certificates. 

No more has been heard of the matter till now, when foreigners 
are instructed to apply personally at the Bureau for a special 
numbered form. This has to be filled in and returned, and it 
is understood that after a further period of eight days 
residence certificates will be issued to those whose continued 
residence in Peking is approved. {t is stated that 
certificates will not be issued to foreign nationals who have 
no occupation, or no proper occupation, but it remains to be 
seen how this article will be interpreted. 


S. There is nothing new or striking in the rest of the 
regulations, except Artiele 10 of the "regulations governing 
travel by aliens in Peking." This states that permits are not 
required for foreigners travelling in areas in the eity 
suburbs, within a radius of twentyfive Chinese li, i.e. about 
eight miles. Until about two months ago foreigners needed 
passes to go outside the city walls, but since then have been 
able to go freely through all the gates, and it was understood 
that no passes were required within the limits of the Peking 
Municipality, which in some directions extends considerably 
more than twentyfive li from the wall. 


4. Although travelling is still difficult for 
foreigners, and the innumerable regulations eovering almost 
every human activity are extremely vexatious, there are signs 
that the restrictions are being applied somewhat less severely. 
For instance, an Indian student who is shortly due to return 
home, reeently applied for a travel permit to go to Hong Kong 
by train via Canton, instead of by sea via Tientsin, and, to 
the general surprise, was granted it. 


5. I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and to His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Tientsin. 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, : 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, | 


( SIGNED ) 


His Majesty's Charge d'affaires (W.G. GRAHAM) 
ad interin, 
British Embassy, 


“Len ‘lek ae 2 3 eH, * ADS + 
So. Ra Beal Te Ey? Oe 
34 Mie ipa ee wee ae fe ee Bites ved 


FROM 
Lie 
NM 6335 
Dated Ql 5-H 


Received tn 


Revistry — 
— a oe 


Tere a. a 


REFERENCES 


(Print) 


Serer Ee erer __* 


Peres 


Ub & CR tite —_ AXte¢- 


Cypher/OTP 


Mr. Hutchison D. 11.24 am. 27th February, 1950 


No. 23 
23rd February, 1950 Re 11.37 ae . 


CONFIDENTIAL — : 
Peking police have recently started to issue 

residents’ certificates to foreigners for first time 
since the liberation. A number of elderly men and women, 
mostly Germans but including some British, have been 
refused certificates on the grounds that they have no 
useful occupation. This means that if the regulations 
are strictly enforced as is likely at least in the case 
of Germans, they will have to leave China shortly though 


the regulations do not prescribe any definite time limit, 


2. I think that this is a matter that I should raise 
informally with Minister for Foreign Affairs after 
establishment of diplomatic relations. Some of British 


residents concerned have lived in China most of their lives 
and have no home elsewhere. 


bbbbb 


NSE 


a 


Draft. & ecurity classification 


—1f any 
ee enc. (date).. 


repeated for information to 


Telegram to :— 
Addressed to 


MARI 


(Date) 123-40... 
Repeat to :— 


Meike, 33 (Gee 23? 
about 40S ¢lt<eee | 
Meio | [ra 2. 


TTEN IN THIS 


rym HAR QGO 2S Soe 


sent TO DEPT. 
n Clatr. 


Phen We age. 


Distribution :— 
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ET 
Fe) 
1/49 


Wt.40501/176 125,000 
A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


(87400) 


En Clair DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
F C 1582/18 
FROM FOREIGN FOREIGN TO PEKING 


“4 


No. 4/ 
ist March, 1950 D: 9.32 poem. Ist March, 1950 


(via Nanking No. 89) 


Your telegram No. 33 lof February 23rd about 
residence certificates] paragraph 2. 


ol 


We agree. 


DISTRIBUTED TO: 
Far Eastern Depertment 
Consular Department. 


GGGG 


FO 371/83508 
Complete Files for 1950 


Possible evacuation of 
British Subjects from 
Formosa in event of 
communist invasion 
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Cypher/OTP EPARTME DIS 


FROM TAMSUI TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His Majesty's Consul 


No, 160 : 6.20 a.m. Ist June, 1950 
27th May, 1950 o lee a.m. \st dace 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL “EG $ 9, 


The United States Consul has advised American Nationals - ; 
who do not intend to remain in Formosa regardless of 
military developments to leave as soon as possible, 
ed 


2, +. Communist invasion is not generally expected 
ror at least two months and the majority of the British 
Community being long established business men and 
missionaries are unlikely to leave, I do not consider 
therefore public warning necessary or indeed desirable, 
some British Subjects however may wish to send their women 
and children temporarily to Hong Kong for the duration of 
military operations and I should be grateful therefore if 
you would inform me of any reports from mainland posts which 
suggest that invasion is imminent, Such evacuees would 
probably not exceed 15 women and a few children. 


3. In the meantime I am telling British subjects 
informally in conversation that if they wish to leave before 
a possible ‘communist invasion they would be well advised not 
to leave their departure until the last minute when shipping 
services may be interrupted. 


4. If military operations in Tamsui area appear likely 
I propose to send my wife and children to Hong Kong. My 
staff all live in or near the Consular compound and the 
British Colonies fort should provide a protection if 
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Cypher /OIP 
FC 1589/1 
Confidential 


6th June, 1950, De. U5 am. 7th June,1950. 


CONBIDENTIAL 


Your telegram No. 160 [of the 27th May; saféty of 
british subjects in the event of Communist invasion of 
Formésa ]. 


We approve your arrangements and will endeavour. 
to keep you informed. You will however appreciate that 
we may not have much or in fact any advance notice, 


2 British subjects are presumably aware that if. 
and when Formosa is "liberated" it may take some montas 


 ‘pefore any eatry or exit visa procedure for foreigners 


_ is functioning. 


ie ek s ypuynow Wish to evacuate your wife and family cost 


of fare will be met from public funds. Our attention: | 
has been drawn to the possibility’ that the Temsui river 
might be regarded as a suitable stop for a Communist 
landing in which case there would of course be no 

, advance notice, 


DISTRIBUTED 

Far Eastern Department 

Personnel Department 

Consular Departaent — 

Establishment and Organisation Department. 
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Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


References. 


ad (seal) 


(How disposed of.) 


ob rom 


Wext Paper. 


31401 F.O.P. 


The Church House, 


o 
- Great Smith Street 
[syhn 300" 


SeWete 


wees 
My Reference 14521/9 Pt.ll. yp " C 1589 at 


| TS TON SN ee 
a0 oe LW a 
e: we 

We have just seen a copy of Tamsui's telegram Nd. 160 a 

to the Foreign Office dated the 27th May, 1950. In it es 

it is suggested that the wives and children of British ¢ 

subjects might be sent to Hong Kong for the duration of any | 

military operations that may take place in Formosa. In = 

view of the over-crowding of the Colony we think that the fe: 

Governor ought to be consulted before wives and children 

are evacuated there. Hall spoke to Trench about this, 

but the latter said that it is probable that you are 

dealing with the matter, so I am writing to let you know our 

viewse Perhaps you could be so kind as to let us have 

your comments on Tamsui's telegram, and let us know if 

anything more is said about this proposal. 


Your Reference 


\ 


burs sincerely 


A. A. E. FRANKLIN, ESQ., 0.B.E., 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Ove @ ie wre * 
WUT Tt porRIGN OFFICE, S.\/.1. 


RESTRICTED 26th June, 1950. 


Dear Anderson, 


Thank you for your letter of the 13th June 
14521/9 Pt. II about the possible evacuation of 
British wives and children from Formosa. 


I enclose a copy of our telegram No.16) to 
Tamsui in reply to Tamsui telegram No.160 of the 
27th May, to which you refer. But, as you will 
see from Tameui telegram No.160, paragraph 2, 
Biggs does not think the figure would in any case 
be likely to exceed 15 women and a few children. 
These numbers are really so small that we doubt 
very much whether it is really worth while worrying 
the Governor about them, although we do, as you 
know, appreciate the overcrowding problem in the 
Colony. There is, however, the further point 
that Hong Kong are probably in much closer touch 
with Temsui than we are and they must already be 
aware of the possibility that in the event of 
military operations in Formosa a few British wives 
and children would probably have to be moved out 
at short notice. The accommodation in Hong Kong 
of this very amall number does not seem to me to 
constitute a sufficiently serious problem for us 
to start raising it with Hong Kong at this stage. 
I think you will agree. 


Yours sincerely, 


J.-D. Anderson, Esge, (AsAsE.Pr 


Colonial Office. 
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ACO) 
CONFIDENTIAL 


OFFICE OF THE 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA, 
CANADA HOUSE, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


IN REPLY PLEASE REFER 


AR.204/2 28th August, 1950. 


ea & Seem aw id 


= | 
Dear Shattock, Eevsga/ | 


The Department has recently requested us to seek 
the assistance of the Foreign Office in obtaining a list of 
Canadian nationals in Formosa, setting forth their full 
name, address in Formosa, occupation, and name and address 
of next of kin in Canada. A Canadian press report from 
London dated August 15th stated that about 12 Canadian 
Presbyterian missionaries were normally in Formosa, in 
addition to some 5 English missionaries. It is thought in 
Ottawa that this report may deal only with Presbyterian 
mission, which I think is one of the largest in Formosa, 
and was founded by a Canadian at the end of the last century, 
whose son, a Dr. George MacKay, is running a Theological 
Seminary in Tamsui at the present time. There may well be 
other missions, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, in 
Formosa, which would include Canadians. 


In addition to the above information, which the 

Department is anxious to have as soon as possible Mour 
people would be grateful to know what plans, if any, the 
United Kingdom Consul in Tamsui may have made to assist in 
the evacuation of Canadians and other British subjects in 

| the event of a further deterioration in the situation there. 
They would also be glad to know whether any informal warning 
may have been issued to British subjects advising them to 
leave Formosa. Possibly some information is available 
concerning the intentions of the Canadians in the island to 
evacuate or stay on in the event of a Communist invasion. —* 


In requesting this assistance from the Foreign 
Office in this matter, the Department has also expressed its 
interest in receiving any general reports which the Foreign 
Office can make available on the current situation in Formosa. 


Yours sincerely 


d sO she oak cages Ws hy At f 


Foreign Office, 
SP Pee 
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~ 1 SEP 1950 


R&CcivED 


Confidential. 


‘NISYVW SIHL NI N3LLIYUM 39 OL SINIHLON 


we Tae 


es oe ak Spee Seog eee on 
nt NS Aree AS te PAR Pe ae ee ai 
oe ska ss a oe Be 


€ 
- 


6r/Il “WOOF 96L-OIZIS “3M = (ZEPEz) 


“¢@ % OUTFILE FOREIGN OFFICE, $.W.1. 
(FC 1589/3) 1st September, 1950 
SONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Consulate, 


Our telegram 16 of the 6th June about the safety of British 
subjects in the event of an invasion of Formosa. 


2. The following is an extract from a letter we have received 
from the Office of the High Commissioner for Canada in London:- 


"Our people would be grateful to know what plans, if any, the 
United Kingdom Consul in Tamsui may have made to assist in 
the evacuation of Canadians and other British subjects in 
the event of a further deterioration in the situation there. 
They would also be glad to know whether any informal warning 
may have been issued to British subjects advising them to 
leave Formosa. Possibly some information is available 
concerning the intentions of the Canadians in the island to 
evacuate or stay on in the event of a Communist invasion." 


3. We should be grateful for your suggestions for a reply. You 
may wish to amplify the information given in your telegram No. 160 
of the 27th May in view of recent developments. 


kh, We need hardly add that any enquiries you make on this 
question should be conducted as discreetly as possible. You will 


presumably not wish to discuss this with your United States 
colleagues. 


Yours ever, 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


British Consulate, 
TAMSUT 


Confidential. 
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(FC 1589/3) 
CONFIDENTIAL 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


1st September, 1950 


In Shattock's absence on leave I am replying to 


your letter AR 20/2 of the 28th August about Canadian 
nationals in Formosa. 


We have asked our Consul at Tamsui to supply the 


information you require and I shall let you know as 
soon as we have a reply. 


T am looking into the question of reports on the 
situation in Formosa and will write you again shortly. 


(Ff. S. Tomlinson) 


S. FP. Rae, Esq., 
Office of the High 
Commissioner for Canada, 
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FC1589/3 
Confidential 


lst September, 1950 5015 poem Ist September,1950 | 
CONFIDENTIAL | | 

- Canadian Government have asked for a list of 
Canadian nationals in Formosa giving full name, address 


in Formosa, occupation and name and address of next-of- 
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Canada ;: : \ Gee ay. | BRITISH CONSULATE, 
Evacuation of ee FR MOSA. 
Canadian Citizens in an 

Emergency. 


PS es Fe ie | September, 1950. 
+ ORIEL RATT Hore 


et ge OO Re re gan : 


Dear Department, 


In reply to your telegram No. 235 de 2nd 
September we enclose a list of Canadian nationals 
in Formosa. 


2. #In your letter (FC 1589/3) of lst September 
you enquired about the intentions of Canadian 
nationals in Formosa and possible plans for their 
evacuation in the event of a deterioration of the 
situation here. 


3. As you will see from the enclosed list all 
the Canadian nationals in Formosa, with the ex- 
ception of four persons of Chinese race and 
citizenship, are missionaries belonging to the 
Canadian and Engkish Presbyterian Missions. Five 
or six left as a result of the private advice 
which we gave last May (see paragraph 3 of our 
telegram No. 160). Both missi ons have informed 
us that the remainder intend to stay on in Farmosa 
in the event of a Communist invasion. 


4, If an invasion occurs evacuation mey be dif- 


ficult unlessceffected by aircraft or special ship 
under American auspices. This may be possible, 
however, as the number of British subjects likely 
to want to leave is very small (in addition to 
the Canadians there are now only twelve British 
women and six children, excluding Consular staff 
and Chinese, of which three women and fiye children 
are missionaries). A communist invasion is now 
considered very unlikely this year. If the situ- 
.. ation again deteriorates, however, we will advide 
- Canadian nationals along with other British sub- 
_ jects to leave before a possible invasion unless 
they wish to stay on in Formosa. 


Yours ever, 


TAMSUI CONSULATE. 


% 


Far Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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Full Name. 


CANADIAN NATIONALS IN FO 


PLICSA . 


Address in Formosa. 


et 


Isabel TAYLOR. 
+CHAN Yiin Hong. 


+LEE Hong King (Mabel) 
(Not registered since 
1948) 


+LEE Yet King. 


+VONG Fred Chew Fee. 


+ Chinese-Canadian. 


Canadian Presbyterian 
Mission, Tamsui. 


No.o, 48 Terrace, Section 2g, 
Tsinan Road, Taipeh. 


Hsinyi Road, 2 Section, 
Lane 168, No. 10~. Taipeh. 


ll, Lane 122, lst Section, 
Nan Chang Street, Taipeh. 


Kaohsiung Arnmonium Sulphate 
Works, Kaohsiung. : 


oe Be ee ee. ee. onde - 


Occupation. 


liissionary. 
(Music teacher) 


liaster Mariner. 


None. 
(Formerly C.N.A.C.) 


Chemical Engineer. 


In Canada. 


Next: of Kin. 


Robert L. Taylor, 
125, Dunlop Street, 
Orilla, Ontario. 


Dr. Guy Hugh Chan, (Father) 
042, Keefer Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Miss Hermia Lee, (Sister) 
828, Calidonia Avenue, 
Victoria. B.C. 


Dr. Be Ke Lee, 
General Infirmary, Leeds, 
Yorkshire, England. 


None in Canada. 
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Full Name. 


EEO 


FORMOSA. 


aa 


CANADIAN NATIONALS IN 


Address in Formosa, 


Occupation. 


Next of Kin. [In Ganada. 


Ee 


Dorothy Christina 
DOUGLAS. 


Gretta Lilias 


GAULD. 


Lundert Louis 
DE GROOT. 


Emme DE GROOT. 
(wife of above) 


Hildur Kristina 
HERITANSON. 


George William 
MACKAY . 


Jean Ross [ACKAY. 
(wife of above) 


Annie Frances Ruth 
LLACLEOD. 


Rev. Hugh Alexander 
MACMILLAN. 


Donalda lACMILLAN, 
(Wife of above) 


— —~ ~~ ee ee 


Canadian presbyterian 
Mission, Tamusui. 


English Presbyterian 
liission, Shinro, Tainan. 


liackay Memorial Hospital, 
Taipen. 


lilackay Memorial Hospital, 
Taipeh. 


41, Mackay Street, Tamsui. 
Canadian Presbyterian Mission. 


Chan Jung Girls' Middle School, 
Tainan. 


liackay iiemorial Hospital, 
Taipeh,. 
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aed ; ; : ce i a : SE ee ee ee Oe ee ee Se ee i a ee rae = 


iwi SSLONary. 


liissionary 
Wurse,. 


Minister of 
Religion. 


Housewife. 


ljurse,. 
Missionary. 


Wite of 
liissionary. 


iMissionary 
Teacher. 


Missionary. 


Nurse. 


keve George L. Douglas, 
447, Hunter Street, 
Woodstock, Ontario. 


LirSe ileAe Gauld, 
c/o Dr. Flora G. Little, 
141, Queen Street West, 
Guelph, Ontario. 


lirs. Gordon Smith, (Sister) 
Keswick, Ontario. 


Julius Seres, 
Tillsenburg, Ontario. 


H. P. A. Hermanson, (brother) 
owedish Consul, 188, Oak Street, 
Winnipeg, llanitoba. 


Hohn Ross liackay, 
159, Cartier Avenue, 
Pointe Claire, Quebec. 


it 


Lirs. Duncan Macleod, 
166, Oakmount Road, Toronto, 


Dr « ¢. * Macimi llan, 
1529, Queen Street, West,Toronto. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, &. We 4. 
9th October, 1950. 


With reference to your letter AR 204/2 of the 
28th August to Shattock about Canadian nationals in 
Formosa, I now enclose a copy of a letter dated the 
19th September together with an up-to-date list of 
names and addresses of Canadian nationals in 
Formosa, received from our Consul at Tamsui. I hope 
this provides the information you reguire. Unless 
we hear to the contrary, we shall assume that you are 
in agreement with the general advice as set out in 
the last paragraph of his letter which H.h. Consul at 
Tamsui would give to Canadian nationals in the event 
of a deterioration of the situation. 


(AcAsE. Franklin) 


Se Fe. RAC, EBGe » 
Office of the High Comvissioner for Canada, 
Canada House, 
Se We te 
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REFERENCES 


Foreign Office telegram No.760 to Pekingpitea), 
which was despatched after consultation with 
Sir E. Beckett, Mr. Dunbar and Mr. Vallat, covers 
the immediate position as far as the staff 
at Nanking are concerned. We shall need, however, 
to give the whole question fuller consideration. Lt 
seems certain that British residents in other areas 
: of China will ggaee be@g called upon to sign a similar 
7 undertaking; and, in any case, we have not so far 
; Ung: LN “—— of) given any consideration to the position of private 
I ) 7G 0 British subjects we » British subjects without any 
4 | } ao Claim to immunity) in relation to undertakings of this 
, ; kind. 


It is considered objectionable that members of 
HeMe Consular and Diplomatic staffs in China should 
sign undertakings of this nature primarily because it 
involves ir acknowledging in advance that they are 
subject tdZjurisdiction of the Central People's 
Government. This amounts to their waiving in advance 
various immunities normally granted to Diplomatic a .s»% 
Consular officials which are necessary for the proper 
performance of their duties. I believe that the 
exact nature of Consular immunities is a somewhat 
tricky question. In any case, I have always understood 
that Consulate premises and archives were generally 
= regarded as inviolate:and that Consuls, 
et — : and even subordinate members of Consular staffs, are 
eed) (Index) not normally regarded as being subject to any process 
oe _of law arising out of acts performed in the course of 
their official duties. The problem in China is, 
of course, complicated because the Chinese Government 


O 
va 
Yoo 


do not/ 


’ “ es ls aS re ugee eit teed Q 
ed ee a ee ee Sn ag ee Oa aed Lalani A araalen as oo ub gae hs Bea coe 1 pe af igo abe. Aid GA: 7 POS Ee rages. 
i dds So ssw Bage RES i ea eR Se MB: * eS fe Pee 8, Lh. 9 Yee MA oe oN iy Sean i a 


do not recognise the status of British Consular official 
and are unlikely to do so pending the establishment of 
full diplomatic relations. - We are very anxious to 

avoid raising the general question of Consular 
representation at this stage in view of our reluctance 
to accept Chinese Consuls in Malaya. Nevertheless, 
we must not neglect to take all possible steps to 
ensure that our Consular staffs in China are accorded 
the treatment due to them, even though their present 
status may be dubious. 3 


As regards non-official British subjects, lI 

understood from Sir E. Beckett that, although they 

are entitled to no special immunities, complications 

can result from their signing undertakings of the 

kind in question. The Central People's Government 

might, for example, enact monstrously inequitable 

or confiscatory legislation. The question would then 

arise whether any diplomatic representations which 

H.M.G. might wish to make on behalf of British subjects) 

would be weakened by the fact that they had signed a 

document submitting themselves “to the control of the 
People's Government as provided by the law". 

Sir ©. Beckett said that there were precedents in 

Letin America which might be referred to. He mentione 

in thie connexion "Calvo (?) clauses". I have 

diccussed this with American department, who were unabl 

to throw light on the subject, but suggest that Mr. Bes 

may recall the precedents to which Sir E. Beckett 
referred. 


I should be grateful for the early comments 
of interes ti heubive Departments. 


“AD lew Gen veor 


(F.S. Tomlinson) 
i 7th June, 1950. 
Consular Department. . allt 
Treaty Department Herre EN tent : BA sly &. 


know of precedents in the Ce eek 

- tows .F. 

European satellites) o¥, ‘Roce te 
Mr. Vallat, CRY We 


, As regards the undertaking to be 
signed by non-official British subjects, I am afraid 

I do not know of any precedents in other countries, 
though I believe that in the Argentine, foreign 
employees of the nationalized railways had to sign 

a promise to be loyal to the Republic, The papers are 
entered with American Department, 


2 It seems to me that British 
subjects - when asked to sign the undertaking - 

are in any case in an impossible position., If they 
refuse they doubtless can expect to be deported; 

if they accept, the Legal Adviser has said that 
comps ienticne might result, It is a choice of 

evi 


s and the» must really be made by each 
individual; (personally, if I were a British 


s a /subject... 
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Minutes. 


subject who wished to continue living in China 

I should sign and hope for the best knowing that, 
undertaking or no undertaking, I am in fact 
subject to the laws and ordinances of the 
Peoples’ Republic. It seems probable that 

the only non-official foreigners that the 
Peoples' Republic are going to allow to stay 

in China are those whose presence is useful 

to them and that the others are going to be 
squeezed our by one means or another, 


on tw) 


(C,G.Kemball) 
8th June, 1950. 


I am attaching e Foreign Office memorandum =| 
respecting the attitude adopted by His Majesty's = 
Government towards the Calvo Clause /A 5762/310 
/51/. I think that this nemorandum provides an 
adequate explanation of the meaning of the Calvo 
Clause and the attitude of H.M.G. towards it. 
Paragraphs 1 and 2.and the addendum by Sir Eric 
Beckett merit special consideration. At the 
moment, I do not think that I need add much to 
the memorandum. Imy, however, be convenient 
if I take this opportunity of noting a “few of 
the authorities and of making a few observations 
bearing on the particular guarantee which the 
Chinese Government are requiring to be made. 


There have been many decisionmsby various 
international commissions on the interpretation 4 
of clauses which may be regarded as falling under = 
the title "Calvo Clause". Borchard,(Diplomatic ~ 
Protection of Citizens Abroad, De 800) , says 
that these decisions are by no means uniform. He | 
says that in 19 cases reported by Moor and Ralston © 
8 have uphéld the clause as berring the right 
of the claimant to-appeer before an international é | 
commission without having fulfilled his obligation © 
under the stipulation, and 11 have denied the 3 
validity of the clause as barring the right of 
the claimant or of his Government totring the 
claim before an international commission in spite 4 
of the fact that the obligation of the RESET ee | 
had not been fulfilled. 


A number of cases involving the United States 
the § 
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the United Kingdom and various South American 
countries are reviewed by Ralston in the Law and 
Procedure of International Tribunals, pps. 58 

et seq. So far as the Calvo doctrine purports 
to oust the right of a State to exercise the righ’ 
of diplomatic protection of its citizens it has 
been the subject of much adverse criticism in 
general and of @ particularly sharp rebuke by 
Alwin V. Freeman of the Michigan Bar in an articl 
entitled "Recent Aspects of the Calvo Doctrine an 
the Challenge to International Baw," in the 
American Journal of International Law, Vol.40, 19 
Di seie There is a recent clear and readable 
explanation of the position of the Calvo Clause 
in international law given by Schwarzenberger in 
his book on international law, 2nd edition, Vol.I 
De Te et seq. 


The Calvo Clause represents an attempt to 
rely on one principle of international law in nef 


to prevent foreign nationals from having the benerit 
of another principle. The first principle is 

that before pemrsuing diplomatic remedies a foreig 
national should first exhaust the available 

municipal remedies in the respondent State. The 
Supporters of the Calvo dbdctrine try to enlarge 

this principle so as exclude entirely the righ 

of a pore gees to afford protection by diplomatic'| 
means where the foreigner has suffered a denial o 
justice or has otherwise been injured as a result; 

of a breach of international law byt&e State against 
whom the claim is made. I think that, broadly 
Speaking, the right view is that the Calvo Clause 

is effective as against the individual as underlining 
the principle that he must first exhaust municipal 
remedies before seeking the protection of his 
government, Even an express clause, whether in a 
contract or in a local law, cannot exclude the 
right of a government to intervene on behalf of 
its citizens. When a government intervenes it 1p 
really asserting its own claim and not the claim | 
of its citizens It does not lie within the 
mompetence of an individual to waive the claim 
of his government, nor does it lie within the 
competence of a government either by extracting at 
undertaking of an individual or by an enactment 
of its own law to prevent another government from 


making claims against it dm international law in 
proper cases. 


the / 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


Minutes. 


The statement which the present Chinese 
Government are requiring foreign nationals to 
sign does not expressly purport to emlude the 
right of their own Governments to intervene 
on their behalf. Nevertheless, it could be 
interpreted in that sense and certainly could 7 
be relied upon by the Chinese Government if they | 
wished to hinder any such intervention. I 3 
think it would be advisable therefore, at the 
appropriate time to make it clear to the Chinese 
Government that we assume that the undertaking 
is to be interpreted in the sense that it does 
not exclude the right of H.M.G. in the United 
Kingdom to intervene on behalf af citizens of 
the United Kingdom and colonies if they have 
suffered a denial or delay of justice or in the | 
event of armyviolation of the rules or principles @ 
of international law. It should also be = a 
Clear to the Chinese Government that if SO 
far as the statement does not bear this inter- 
pret@tion it is considered by H.M.G. to be 
contrary to international law and tobe Void. 
This is not intended to be a draft of represen- | 
tations to the Chinese Government but is intended | 
to indicate the general lines on which it is a 
suggested that an approach Should be made, 


CGIMA 


(F.A, Vallat) 
i2th June, 1950. 
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA, September 30, 1938. 


THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


CONFIDENTIAL. Section 1. 


(15488) 


[A 5762/810/54] Copy No (4 


Memorandum respecting the Attitude adopted by His Majesty's Government 
towards the Calvo Clause. 


HIS Majesty’s Government have been consistent in their attitude in the 
matter of the so-called Calvo Clause in contracts (whereby certain foreign 
Governments, particularly in South and Central America, insist upon nationals 
of foreign States renouncing their right to diplomatic protection in the event of 
dispute) and also in the matter of legislation, with the object of depriving aliens 
generally of such a right. Their attitude has been that they cannot admit that 
British subjects can contract out of their right to diplomatic protection, or that 
His Majesty’s Government’s rights to afford such protection can be affected by 
foreign domestic legislation. 

2. The conference on the Codification of International Law furnished His 
Majesty’s Government with the opportunity to give a categorical definition of 
their attitude regarding the Calvo Clause in contracts. In reply to the 
Preparatory Committee’s question: “‘ What are the conditions which must be 
fulfilled when the individual concerned has contracted not to have recourse to the 
diplomatic remedy? ’’ His Majesty’s Government said :— 


‘“ His Majesty’s Government in Great Britain accept as good law and 
are content to be guided by the decision of the Claims Commission between 
the United States of America and Mexico in the case of the North-American 
Dredging Company of Texas of the 31st March, 1926, printed in the 
volume of the Opinions of the Commissioners, p. 21. It is laid down in this 
opinion that a stipulation in a contract which purports to bind the claimant 
not to apply to his Government to intervene diplomatically or otherwise in 
the event of a denial or delay of justice or in the event of any violation of 
the rules or principles of international law is void, and that any stipulation 
which purports to bind the claimant’s Government not to intervene in respect 
of violations of international law is void, but that no rule of international 
law prevents the inclusion of a stipulation in a contract between a Govern- 
ment and an alien that in all matters pertaining to the contract the jurisdic- 
tion of the local tribunals shall be complete and exclusive, nor does it prevent 
such a stipulation being obligatory, in the absence of any special agreement 
to the contrary between the two Governments concerned, upon any inter- 
national tribunal to which may be submitted a claim arising out of the 
contract in which the stipulation was inserted.’’ (Bases of Discussion, 
Volume [II—Responsibility of States, &c—p. 134.) 


3. The following paragraphs summarise cases (arranged alphabetically by 
countries) which have arisen in the recent past where His Majesty’s Government 
have made their attitude clear to individual foreign Governments, or where they 
have had the question under consideration but Lave refrained, on grounds of 
expediency, from pressing their views. 


Bolivia. 


4. In December 1923 His Majesty’s Minister at La Paz addressed a note 
to the Bolivian Government regarding the cancellation of the contract between 


that Government and the National Match Factory of Bolivia. In their reply the — 


Bolivian Government stated inter alia that the contract itself provided expressly 
and unequivocally for the exclusive jurisdiction of the ordinary courts of justice 
to take cognisance of and to decide all disputes that might arise in connexion 
therewith, and added that diplomatic claims in matters of a private and civil 
character were not admissible in international law save in cases of denial of 
justice, which they maintained had not occurred in the case under discussion; the 
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Bolivian Government therefore asked His Majesty’s Minister to withdraw his 
note, or to leave it nul: et non avenu. This His Majesty’s Minister refused to do, 
and he informed the Bolivian Government that he had referred the matter to His 
Majesty’s Government. Instructions were addressed to Mr. O’Reilly in April 
1924 to inform the Bolivian Government that while His Majesty’s Government 
agreed that the matter was at the moment one for the Bolivian courts, they 
reserved the right to take it up again if it were not satisfactorily settled either 
by a decision of the courts, or otherwise; he was also informed that His Majesty’s 
Government did not recognise the right of British subjects to contract themselves 
out of the right to diplomatic protection, that there could be no question of the 
withdrawal of his note and that the Bolivian Government should be so informed. 
The archives of the Foreign Office do not contain the text of the representations 
subsequently made to the Bolivian Government, but His Majesty’s Minister 
continued to defend the interests of the company vis-a-vis the Bolivian Govern- 
ment. ik 


Colombia. | 


do. In August 1907 His Majesty’s Minister at Bogota sent home copy of a 
contract between the Colombian Government and the predecessors in title of the 
Western Andes Mining Company, an article of which might have been held to 
debar the company from invoking diplomatic assistance. Mr. Stronge was told 
that, if he thought fit, he might inform the Colombian Government that His 
Mayjesty’s Government did not recognise the power of British subjects to contract 
themselves out of the right to have recourse to His Majesty's Government after 
thev. had exhausted their legal remedy in any country in which they might have 
a grievance; and he might add that the representation was made on general 
grounds and not necessarily in consequence of a particular case. The Colombian 
Minister for. Foreign Affairs, on being spoken to on the subject, said that he 
attached little importance to the point, that it was usual to insert a provision such 
as that referred to in all contracts with foreigners, and that, for his part, he quite 
acknowledged that foreign Governments might have good grounds for refusing 
to recognise the validity of clauses of that kind; he added that, whatever stipula- 
tions might be made, foreigners only really renounced their rights as subjects or 
citizens of another State until such time as they might have occasion to make use 
of them. seb ak : : 
~ 6. The question does not appear to have arisen again in connexion with 
Colombia until 1926, in which year His Majesty’s Minister at Bogota sent home 
a copy of a decree of 1925 regarding petroleum deposits. This decree contained 
provisions stipulating that foreign licensees should not only seek, but should not 
even accept, diplomatic intervention on their behalf. The question was considered 
of. renewing to the Colombian Government the representations made to them in 
1907, but in the event no such action was‘taken, as the moment was held to be 
inopportune. ee 


 Eeuador. 


7. A law of the 18th October, 1921, respecting the status of foreigners, 
extradition and naturalisation, contained (article 17) the following provision :— 


‘In accordance with article 23 of the Constitution, the renunciation of 
all claims to diplomatic intervention shall be an implicit condition of every 
contract concluded by foreigners with the State or with private persons in 
Ecuador, or of every contract which binds the State or private persons in 
regard to foreigners, or of every contract taking effect in Ecuador. 
Foreigners who may have held any office or commission, subject to the laws 
and authorities of Ecuador, shall not be entitled to claim payment or 


indemnity through the diplomatic channel.”’ 


The Italian Minister at Lima called the attention of his British colleague to 
this article, expressed the opinion that it was not in conformity with well-known 
decisions of international arbitration tribunals, and stated that his Government 
~~" agreed with this view and left him liberty to address representations to the 
Ecuadorean Government, expressing the desire, however, that the, attitude 
adopted by himself should be similar to that adopted by other diplomatic missions 
accredited to the Ecuadorean Government.’ The question was referred to the 
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Foreign Office, who informed His Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Quito that His 
Majesty’s Government hold that the circumstances in which they are entitled to 
afford diplomatic protection to British subjects are not in any way affected by 
foreign domestic legislation, and that they do not admit that British subjects 
can contract themselves out of their right to such protection ; it was observed, how- 
ever, that the provision in question was of long standing (going back to a law of 
1892), and the view was expressed that it was undesirable that His Majesty's 
Chargé d’ Affaires should lodge a protest without similar action being taken by 
his diplomatic colleagues at Quito. | 

8. No action was taken on these instructions, as the majority of South 
American republics represented at Quito either had legislation similar to that of 
Ecuador or adhered to the same principles; His Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires, 
therefore, in agreement with his Italian colleague, allowed the matter to drop. It 
may be noted, however, that when the Ecuadorean law of 1921 was reproduced in 
State Papers, a footnote was made to the relevant article in the following 
words :— 


‘The British Government hold that the circumstances in which they 
are entitled to afford diplomatic protection to British subjects are not 
affected in any way by foreign domestic legislation.’’ 


9. In 1936, in connexion with the bankruptcy of the Guayaquil and Quito 
Railway Company, there was a possibility of the Ecuadorean Government taking 
action without consultation with the foreign bondholders Me roportion of whom 
were British). A memorandum which the Attorney-General of Ecuador submitted 
to his Government, a copy of which was communicated to His Majesty’s repre- 
sentative at Quito, referred to article 23 of the Constitution, and stated that— 

‘It is accordingly evident that the intervention of foreign gore 
agents in defence of the holders of the railway bonds or of the Condores 
bonds would not be justified, inasmuch as the question is one subject to the 
judicial power of Ecuador and to litigation substantiated in accordance with 
the laws of Ecuador : in the same manner the intervention of the Ecuadorean 

Government in defence of the rights of citizens of Ecuador holding bonds of 

one class or another would not be justifiable.’’ 


The Foreign Office explained to the Council of Foreign Bondholders that His 
Majesty's Government were not precluded from interfering by any contractual 
renunciation on the part of the bondholders of the right of diplomatic inter- 
vention, this right belonging not to them but to His Majesty's Government. 
Actually it did not prove necessary to emphasise this to the Ecuadorean Govern- 


ment, as the latter proved ready to reach a settlement in consultation with the 
bondholders. | 


Liberia. | 
10. In January 1923 a law was approved in Liberia providing for the 
opening of trading areas in the interior and regulating the trade of foreigners 
within such areas. In accordance with this law application forms were drawn 
up for foreign traders wishing to establish themselves in the interior, which 
required the endorsement of the consular officer of the country of which the 
applicant was a national. His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Monrovia 
addressed an enquiry to the Liberian Government as to the significance of the 
consular endorsement, and was informed in‘reply that it was intended to serve 
as a notice to the Government of the foreign national concerned that he waived 
the right to bring a suit in any municipal court and the right ‘‘ to make the 
subject of diplomatic inquisition any act of Government as set out in the 
rovisions of said Act.’’ Acting on instructions from the Foreign Office, His 
ajesty’s Chargé d’Affaires addressed a note to the Liberian Government 
explaining the inability of His Majesty’s Government to regard foreign domestic 
legislation as affecting their right to afford diplomatic protection to British 
subjects, or to admit that British subjects could contract themselves out of their 
right to such protection. In their reply of the 6th September, 1923, the Liberian 
Government stated that, on re-examination, “‘ the language of the Act did not 
in anywise justify the view that by its terms applicants for licences are required 


to waive the right to make any act of the Government ’’ (as set out in the Act) 


‘*the subject of diplomatic inquisition.” = | 3 
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Mexico. : 
11. Article 27 (i) of the Mexican Constitution of 1917 provided that :— 


‘* Only Mexicans by birth or naturalisation and Mexican companies have 
_ the right to acquire ownership in lands, waters and their appurtenances, or to 
obtain concessions to develop mines, waters or mineral fuels in the Republic 
of Mexico. The nation may grant the same right to foreigners, provided 
they agree before the Department of Foreign Affairs to be considered 
Mexicans in respect of such property, and accordingly not to invoke the 
protection of their Governments in respect to the same, under penalty, in 
case of breach, of forfeiture to the nation of property so acquired... .”’ 


12. In April 1921 a decree was issued calling attention to the above 
provision and directing that a circular be issued to all local authorities to remind 
notaries and the courts that foreigners could acquire ownership of lands, &c., 
only on showing proof that they had renounced their nationality in the manner 
required. Acting on instructions from home, His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires 
addressed a note to the Mexican Government on the 27th July, 1921, stating that 
His Majesty’s Government had continuously and consistently refused to recognise 
the right of British subjects to contract themselves in any way out of their right 
to have recourse to their own Government in defence of their interests, that 
they had equally refused to recognise the validity of clauses in contracts providing 
for the exclusion of diplomatic intervention and that they were not alone in 
pursuing this policy; the note added that. His Majesty’s Government had no 
intention of departing from their attitude and considered that the circumstances 
in which they were entitled to afford diplomatic protection to British subjects 
were in no way affected by Mexican domestic legislation. 

13. In 1925 discussions took place between His Majesty’s Legation at 
Mexico City and the Mexican Government regarding a new Bill to regulate the 
terms of article 27 of the Constitution, and on the 18th December, 1925, His 
Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires addressed a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

uoting the terms of Mr. Cummins’s note of the 27th July, 1921, and stating that 

is Majesty’s Government had not departed from their point of view as set out 
therein. Subsequent conversations between His Mayjesty’s Minister and the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs resulted in the latter addressing a letter to 
Mr. (now Sir E.) Ovey on the 9th June in the following terms :— 


‘* With reference to our recent conversation, I take pleasure in informing 
you that the subject of our interview was dealt with with the United States, 
and my Government expressed its views on the particular point in question. 
I feel, therefore, that it would be suitable for me to bring it to your notice, 
viz., ‘ The Mexican Government considers it evident that an individual 
cannot oblige the State of which he is a citizen not to exercise a right which 
belongs to it; but this 1s not what the Mexican law provides, and it only 
requires that a foreigner should consider himself as a national in respect 
of certain property which he may acquire, and should not invoke in respect 
thereof the protection of his Government, and, consequently, the said 
obligation is contracted individually and only affects the person who enters 
into this contract and the Mexican Government, leaving entirely intact all 
the rights of the foreign State; but that, if an individual who has contracted 
the obligation infringes it, such infringement must be punishable, because 
a law without penalty is not law; and if the infraction only affects the 
individual personally without affecting the rights of the State to which the 
individual belongs, it cannot be said to be contrary to international law.’ 

‘* To this declaration I can add that, consequently, foreigners must use 

' for the defence of their rights the same means which our laws permit to 
Mexicans and before our proper authorities, and only in the case of denial 
of justice can their Government, in accordance with international practice, 
have recourse to diplomatic representations.’’ 


In a note of the 20th July, 1926, Mr. Ovey replied to this letter as follows :— 


‘... . . His Majesty’s Government take due note that the effect of this 
declaration will only be to bind British subjects, in the first place, to use, for 
the. defence of their rights and before the competent Mexican authorities, 
the same means which the laws of .Mexico permit to Mexicans; its effect will 


Q 's 


_ justice, His Majesty’s Government, in accordance with international practice, 
ave recourse to diplomatic representations on their behalf.’’ 


14. The Anglo-Mexican Claims Commission set up in accordance with the 
Anglo-Mexican Convention of the 19th November, 1926, had before it the claim 
of the Mexican Union Railway (Limited), one article in whose concession was in 
the nature of the Calvo Clause. Reference was made in both the majority and 
minority decisions in this case to His Majesty's Government’s acceptance as good 
law of the decision of the General Claims Commission, Mexico and the United 
States, in the case of the North-American Dredging Company of Texas (see 
paragraph 2 above), and both decisions held that a Government was entitled to 
intervene on behalf of its nationals irrespective of their having subscribed to a 
waiver clause. : 

15. In 1937, apparently for the first time in connexion with a question 
arising out of the Agrarian Code (see paragraph 13 above), the Mexican 
Government appealed to article 27 of the Mexican Constitution in reply to 
representations by His Majesty’s Legation on behalf of a Mr. R. T. Sobey. This 
took the form of a note enclosing without comment a memorandum from the 
Agrarian Department, which called attention to the penalty of forfeiture of 
property of foreigners attempting to invoke diplomatic protection. Acting on 
instructions, His Majesty’s Minister addressed a note to the Mexican Govern- 
ment on the 9th May, 1938, calling attention to the notes addressed to them in 
1921 and 1925, to the correspondence of 1926, to the decisions of the United 
States—Mexican and Anglo-Mexican Claims Commissions, and to the views of His 
Majesty's Government as expressed to the Preparatory Committee of the 
Codification Conference, and stating that His Majesty’s Government had not 
departed, and had no intention of departing, from their previous attitude, and 
could not waive their right to address representations to the Mexican Government 
on behalf of British subjects who in any circumstances had suffered a denial of 
justice after having exhausted such legal remedies. as might be open to them. 

16. At this time the more important question of the expropriation of oil 
properties in Mexico was under discussion between His Majesty's Government 
and the Mexican Government. The latter, in a note of the 12th April to His 
Majesty’s Minister, maintained that there had been neither a denial of justice 
nor a breach of the principles of international law, and that the Mexican Eagle 
Oil Company, being a Mexican company, was legally incapacitated from seeking 
the support of a foreign State in defence of its interests. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, in their reply of the 21st April, 1938, made the following statement :— 


‘“‘ If the doctrine were admitted that a Government can first make the 
operation of foreign interests in its territories depend upon their incorpora- 
tion under local law, and then plead such incorporation as the justification 
for rejecting foreign diplomatic intervention, it is clear that the means would 
never be wanting whereby foreign Governments could be. prevented from 
exercising their undoubted right under international law to protect the 
commercial interests of their nationals abroad. 

‘* His Majesty's Government cannot admit such a doctrine as debarring 
them from intervention any more than they have ever regarded themselves as 
precluded from intervening on behalf of their nationals by the existence of 
the so-called Calvo Clause.”’ 


Panama. 
17. In December 1934 a law was passed in Panama approving a contract for 


the extension for three years of a mining concession held by the Panama 


Corporation (Canada) (Limited). Article 3 of the law added a clause to the 
contract whereby the ere eels renounced diplomatic intervention ‘‘ with regard 
to the original duties and rights of the contract.’’ His Majesty’s Minister at 
Panama, suggested to the seven be Office that it might be necessary to enter a 
caveat with the Panamanian Government in regard to this article, but was 
informed that, while His Majesty’s Government disputed the validity of the 


not be to render British subjects liable to penalty if, in case of a denial of 
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Calvo Clause in international law, it appeared to be difficult, and it might be 32/1935 


impolitic, at that stage to intervene in a case such as that under discussion. His 
Majesty’s Minister at Panama therefore informed the company that, while by the 
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contract they might be precluded from CATR diplomatic protection, His 
Majesty’s Minister could not thus be deprived of the right to intervene where 
British subjects were concerned if he considered it necessary to do so. 


Peru. 


18. A concession granted by the Peruvian Government to a British subject 
in 1936 contained a clause providing that the concessionnaire should renounce all 
diplomatic intervention, and that any differences that might arise should be. 
decided before Peruvian courts. His Majesty’s Minister in April of the following 
year discussed the general question of principle with the Minister for Forei 
Affairs. In the course of the conversation the latter, without committing himself, 
was prepared to agree ‘that there might be cases where, notwithstanding the 
renunciation of diplomatic action, it should not be ruled out,-and he instanced 
possible cases—when an unconstitutional Government might be in power, where 
wrongful influence might be brought to bear on the courts, or where the proper 
course of justice might be retarded; he also subscribed to the dictum of His 
Majesty’s Government that British subjects had not the power to contract them- 
selves entirely out of the right to diplomatic intervention; he made the point, 
however, that diplomatic intervention might take place without justification 
and before the pehanation of the normal legal remedies open to the foreigner, so 
that foreigners were therefore placed in a privileged position in comparison with 
Peruvian nationals; he stated, however, that there would be nothing to prevent 
a foreign diplomatic representative from calling attention in a friendly manner 
to any apparently wrongful action on the part of the Peruvian authorities. 

19. His Majesty’s Minister, in reporting this conversation to the Foreign 
Office, called attention to the excellent relations existing between His Majesty’s 
Government and the Peruvian Government and the friendly spirit in which any 
representations, official or unofficial, were received, and expressed the opinion 
that more would be gained by leaving matters as they were than by pressing for 
any definite expressions of views or policy by the Peruvian Government. The 
Foreign Office concurred in this view and no further action was taken in the 
matter. : 


Portugal. - | 
20. In 1912 the Portuguese Government demanded that foreign firms 
wishing to tender for contracts should renounce their a 7 to appeal to their 


diplomatic representatives in cases of difficulties. His Majesty’s Government 
objected to this condition, which the Portuguese Government eventually agreed 
to drop. Subsequently it became not unusual for foreign firms submitting tenders 
for Government contracts to sign a deed agreeing to give up their right to appeal 
to any tribunal except the Portuguese courts in cases of dispute, but in 1930, for 
the first time, the Portuguese Government required a British company to register 
such a deed at His Majesty’s Embassy. His Majesty’s Ambassador called at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and informed the Secretary-General that the deed 
had been presented at the Embassy for registration, that it did not fall within 
the functions of the Embassy to perform notarial acts, and that the deed had 
therefore been given a consular visa at the British Consulate; the Ambassador 
explained that this was a matter of routine and must not be regarded by the 
Portuguese Government as constituting any waiver on the part of His Majesty’s 
Government of their undoubted rights; at the same time the Ambassador called 


attention to the correspondence of 1912, and stated that he had referred the 


question to His Majesty’s Government. Consular visas having been accepted by 
the Portugtiese Government, it was decided that it would be pan neers in the 
existing circumstances to address any further communication to the Portuguese 
Government. Soke ; bs . ne 


Turkey. ae | , beget : 

21. In 1910 it came to the notice of the diplomatic mission at Constanti- 
nople that the Hejaz Railway Administration were insisting on the inclusion of 
a clause in contracts with foreign nationals providing that the latter should agree 
that any differences arising between the two parties on the interpretation of the 
execution of contracts should be. decided purely by Ottoman law, to the 
exclusion of all consular intervention or assistance; and that by a further clause, 
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the contractors were required to obtain the sanction of their embassy or Govern- 
ment to the arrangement. An identic note was therefore addressed to the Porte 
on the 17th October, 1910, by all the diplomatic missions, in which it was stated 
inter alia that these stipulations attributed to foreign missions the power, which 
they did not possess, of authorising their nationals to renounce the privileges 
attaching to their nationality. | 


Venezuela. 


22. A Venezuelan law of 1915 regarding aliens stated (article 13) that no 
diplomatic claim for damages caused to foreigners should be accepted if such 
claim were not in accordance with the provisions of the law itself. Acting on 
instructions, His Majesty’s Minister at Caracas addressed a note to the State Papers, 
Venezuelan Government on the 2nd November, 1915, placing on record that ‘‘ His Y% 10h, 
Majesty’s Government hold that the circumstances in which they are entitled to °” | 
afford diplomatic protection to British subjects are not affected in any way by 
Venezuelan domestic legislation.’’ 

23. On the 7th January, 1920, acting on instructions, His Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Caracas addressed a note to the Venezuelan Government regarding 
a new aliens law, renewing the representations made in 1915. Previous to this 
(in October 1919) the United States Minister had made it clear that the United A 609/609/ 
States Government would not consent to the law being applied in such a way as 47/1920 
to prevent the exercise by United States citizens of the right to diplomatic 
protection. In 1923 the law on foreigners was revised, and the protest made was 4 6961/5761/ 
again renewed by His Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires. This called forth a reply 47/1923 
from the Venezuelan Government, who stated their view in a note of the a 4644/4644) 
14th January, 1924. This note stated inter alia that a State had the right to 47/1925 
legislate according to its own judgment, that foreign States were not concerned 
in objecting to such laws, and that “‘ according to unanimous opinion of inter- 
national lawyers, the rights of a State whose interests have suffered injury either 
in the person of its representative or of its subjects, are limited to bringing 
forward a claim in each concrete case, and, if necessary, demanding redress.”’ 
Revisions in 1925 and in 1928 of the law on foreigners were followed by restate- A 6053/4644/ 
ments of the views of His Majesty’s Government and of the Venezuelan % foe pt 
Government. 47 Fore 

HUGH K. GREY. 


Foreign Office, September 30, 1938. 
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(15488) (Addendum) 
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Addendum to Foreign Office Memorandum of September 30 respecting the 
Attitude adopted by His Majesty’s Government towards the Calvo Clause.(’) 


AS there has been some misunderstanding as to the exact meaning and effect 
of the reply to the Preparatory Committee of the Codification Conference by His 
Majesty's Government with regard to Calvo clauses in contracts, which is quoted 
in paragraph 2 of the Foreign Office memorandum under reference, it has been 
thought desirable to explain in more detail the meaning of this answer. This 
explanation should be regarded as an addendum to the memorandum. 

2. The answer is based upon the decision of the Claims Commission between 
the United States of America and Mexico in the case of the North American 
Dredging Company of Texas and purports merely to reproduce the legal principles 
to be deduced from that decision. 

3. According to the decision of the commission, the dredging company’s 
claim was a claim for damages for breach of a contract concluded between the 
company and the Mexican Government. The contract contained a Calvo clause. 
The commission held this clause in the contract (and other similar clauses in 
contracts) to be valid in so far as it purported to bind the foreign contracting 
party to submit to the local courts in regard to all matters connected with the 
contract and to seek redress there for breaches of contract. The clause, however, 
was invalid in so far as it purported to deprive the claimant of the protection of 
his Government and his Government of the right to protect him in the event of 
his recourse to the local courts resulting in a denial of justice or a decision 
otherwise contrary to the principles of international law. In the case in question, 
however, the claimant company brought before the commission a claim for breach 
of contract. The company had never submitted its claim to the Mexican tribunals 
at all. Therefore the submission of this claim by the company to the commission 
was a breach by the company of a valid provision of its contract. The claim of 
the company before the comégggsion was not a claim based on denial of justice 
or breach of international law by a Mexican tribunal in deciding a claim arising 
under the contract. If it had been, the claim would arise not out of the contract 
but out of the conduct of the Mexican tribunals, and therefore would not be 
affected by those parts of the Calvo clause which were valid. 

4. The tribunal dismissed the claim because it held that it must treat as 
obligatory the undertaking to submit to the jurisdiction of the Mexican courts 
in matters arising out of the conflict. It follows from this (and this is the manner 
in which the decision is interpreted by most writers) that Calvo clauses in 
contracts, in so far as they are valid, are contracts to exhaust municipal remedies 
in the local courts. In cases where there is such a clause, a preliminary 
exhaustion of municipal remedies before an international claim is made is 
therefore obligatory, (1) because of the clause in the contract, and (2) because of 
the general rule of international law to this effect. In the dredging company case, 
however, an article in the convention under which the commission operated 
waived the general rule of international law with regard to the exhaustion of 
municipal remedies. But the commission in dismissing the case held that, never- 
theless, the clause in the contract requiring submission to the Mexican courts still 
operated and was a bar to the claim. There are other circumstances in which 
it might be found that the general rule of international law with regard to 
municipal remedies did not apply, but, nevertheless, a Calvo clause providing for 
submission to the local courts still operated. | 

5. The answer of His Majesty’s Government quoted in paragraph 2 of the 
memorandum says that a Calvo clause in a contract may prevent an international 
tribunal from entertaining ‘“‘ a claim arising out of the contract in which the 


(‘) September 30, 1988. Section 1. 
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stipulation was inserted.’’ - But this does not mean that the international tribunal 
could not entertain a claim for denial of justice. As the commission on whose 
decision this answer is based said, a claim for denial of justice or a breach of 
international law contained in a decision of a court does not arise out of the 
contract even if the judgment complained of was one given on a claim based on 
the contract. When this is appreciated, it will be seen that the meaning of the 
last part of the answer is that the Calvo clause is no bar to an international 
tribunal entertaining any claim based on denial of justice, but merely to its 
entertaining any claim arising out of the contract, and there is in consequence 
no contradiction between the first and last parts of the answer. 
W. E. B. 


Foreign Office, November 2, 1938. 
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RESTRICTED 


Following received from Nanking telegram No. 386 of 
June 2nd. 


[Begins }. 


Ie" 


Registration of all foreign nationals is now taking 
place here and must be completed by June 6th. | 


2. The form must be signed by the applicant and 
contains the following statement: "I hereby guarantee that 
I will abide by the laws and ordinances of the People’s 
Republic of China and will not contravene them, otherwise 
I am willing to submit myself to the control of the 
People’s Government as provided by the law." 


3. I presume that there is no objection to the staff 
of this office giving such a guarantee, 


lL. Grateful for immediate reply. 
DISTRIBUTED TO:- 
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(Date) 20h. June, . 
1950 


? 


Repeat to :— 7 
epeat to Your telegrams/ 736 and 737 fof 5th June; 


undertaking to be signed by Nanking staff/ . 


MARGIN. 


We consider that there are grave 


objections to members of the Nanking staff 
Signing the statement in its present form. 


We shall be giving you our considered views on 


the general question of the signature of such 


| RECEIVED I¥ % | 
| us eal | : statements by both official and non-official 
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British residents in China very shortly. 


a Sekt IN ee 2. The need to avoid giving the Chinese 


an opening for raising the general question 
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Your telegrams Nos, 736 and 737 [of June 5th: 
undertaking to be signed by Nanking staff]. 


We consider that there are crave objections to 
memberg of the Nanking staff signing the statement in its 
present form, We shall be givine you our considered 
views on the general question of the signature of such 
statements by both official and non-official British 
residents in China very shortly, 

2. The need to avoid giving the Chinese an opening 
for raising the general question of Chinese Consular 
representation in British territory makes this a particular- 
ly delicate problem, Nevertheless, wnless you see very 
grave objections on these grounds, you should at once inform 
Nanking that in signing the statement each member of the 
staff should make the following addition "I give this 
undertaking without prejudice to any imamities arising 
out ef any official positio which T hold now or may 
hereafter hold", 
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RESTRICTED 


Following received from Nanking telegram No. 386 of 
June 2nd. 


[Begins }. 


Registration of all foreign nationals is now taking 
place here and must be completed by June 6th. 


2. The form must be signed by the applicant and 
contains the following statement: "I hereby guarantee that 
I will abide by the laws and ordinances of the People's 
Republic of China and will not contravene them, otherwise 
I am willing to submit myself to the control of the 
People’s Government as provided by the law." 


3. $$. presume that there is no objection to the staff 
of this office giving such a guarantee. 


dh. «=©0Grateful for immediate-reply. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Nanking telegram No.257 of 6th June 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office, 


_ 


My telegram No.2560 “* ~ “TX])% IT 


0 ; 
Each member of staff who has signed guarantce quoted in your 


telegram No.386 should now send a letter in Chinese to Foreign 
National Affairs Bureau Lgrp undec] in the following terms. 


[Begins]. 


(After suitable reference) I am instructed to state that 
this guarantee has been given without prejudice to any ismnities 
arising out of any official position which I hold now or may 
thereafter hold. 


-(inds]. 


2. I expect that it was not clear thet letters will be 
returned as unacceptable but you should arrange for their 
despatch in the manner most likely to ensure that they are 
read before being returned (I suggest by double registered post, 
from you personally). 


3, Foregoing instructions are based on instructions 
received from Foreign Office. 


Treaty Department } 
Consular Department 
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CHINA “S 


Last Paper. | (Minutes.) 


: As regards para. 2 of Mr. Hutchison’s tel. within, 
‘my own impression was that after the 1943 Treaty the 
position of H.M. Consular Officers in China was the 
References. same as in any other civilised cowmtry, i.e. that 
Fess 0 / / although they did not enjoy any immmity, as in the 


case of diplomats, they had certain privileges conferred 
, / by they if not by law, and could in eek pag oh 
. _//f) \be called upon to answer in a court of law for acts 
gr 11706 //70¢//O. | aan Sh tie OMeuE Of their obticiey Gatnae, 

Ze : | 
| . Mr. Hutchison mentions in para. 4 ta -antee 
given s of the Embassy staff at N wnen 
they fire-arms. I don’t think that this 
is a true parallel. The local administrations had not 
settled down, it was not then certain that the 
authorities were out to be difficult, and, as 
Mr. Hutchison seid in para.4 of his tel. no. 284, 
it seemed likely that there was no one at Nanking 
with sufficient authority to grant diplomatic immmity 
to any of the Embassy staff besides Mr. Hutchison 
‘himself, who had been specifically accepted by the 
Peking authorities. Qn that occasion Mr. Hutchison 
took the precaution of sending an official caveat to 
the Foreign Nationals Affairs Bureau, stating that 
his staff had actedwithout prejudice to their 
diplomatic rights and immmities. Appazently on the 
grounds set out in para. 2 of his tel. within, he 
does not seem to have tnought that a similar step was 
called for on the part of Mr. North in the present 
instance. 


Se The guarantees in respect of Enpassy staff 
leaving the cointry, mentioned in the second half of 
para. 4 are the so-called "shop guarantees", of 
which we first heard in Nanking tel. no. 1086/49 
|(F10513/1015/10 of 1949). These "shop guarantees"! 

7 are guarantees by an acceptable Chinese business 
(Action (Index.) concern thet it will be responsible for debts incurred 
"Tg 38 es by @ person leaving China or for any civil or 


ene 


>I . criminal liabilities. They first came to ow notice 
a. when the U.S.Ambassador was preparing to leave China, 
x | and the Commmists insisted on his complying with the 
{regulations about "shop guarantees". 
Next Paper. 


4. The Americans at first took a very stro line, 
enking tel. now 1045/49 - F10523/1015/10 - 1949) bui, 


as Mfr, GgAtes pointed out in a minute dated 1gth July, 


a / the 
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the position of the Mission staffs in Nanking 
anomalous, and it was not clear that the Ameri 
stand was entirely correct. Treaty Dept. tended to agr 
Eventually ximex a compromise was arranged between the 
Americans and the Commmnists, in that the Commnists 


exempted the U.S.Rmbassador entirely fran the 
guarantee, Whiie gucrantees in respect of Embassy per 
accompanying the Ambassador were signed by members of 
the Embassy staff who were staying behimd (F11244/101 
10 - 1949). In consequence, it was agreed that we. 
should accept the same solution as occasion arose, 
Mr. Coates minuting thet "the official attitude (of 
Commnists) is that they do not recognise the existenc 
of the various diplomatic missions, although in practi 
they have not behaved too badly". (F11273/1015/10 - 
1949). This decision (to accept the same solution) was 
a telegraphed to Nanking (F11706/1904/10 - 
LOAD) - 


5. This took plice in July and August of last yea 
and no one then imagined that the twilight world of 
unrecognised recognition would come into being and 
remain in being until the present date. It is therefor 
slightly unreasonable to use this decision as an 
analogy. 


6. Perhaps Mr. Campbell (F.0O.R.D.) can comment on 
the final para. of the tel. within. It does not seem 
very probable that such guargntees have been signed in 
the past by Consular Officerg, even those of coumtries 
which did not enjoy extra-territoriality. 


/ Ann) e 


(N.C.C. Trench) 
lsth June, 1950. 
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Minutes. 


FC 15810/3 


The Shop Guarantee system (P'u Pao) | 
has been common usage in China for very many @ 
years. But, while it is the rule rather 
than the exception to require one or more 

shop guarantees in respect of a specific. 
transaction - particularly in regard ‘ 
to the purchase and transfer of real estate-, 
even among Chinese,I have never heard of : 
any law or general practice requiring a 
bond to ensure compliance with the common 
law of the country. (The Kuomintang 
"Pao Chia" or collective guarantee system 
is, of course, something entirely different. 
It is, in any case, a system the Communists 
have been loud in their declared intention 
to abolish). 


So far as I can ascertain, no , 
such general requirement is in force in 
the U.S.S.Re or the satellite countries, It 
would seem, therefore, that the Chinese 
demand might reasonably be rejected on the 
score that it is not common to 
international practice and that Article 2 
of the 1943 Treaty for the Relinquishment . 
of Extra-territorial Rights in China already ~ 
agrees that "The nationals and companies 2 
of His Majesty The King shall be subject 
in the territory of the Republic of China 
to the jurisdiction of the Government of 
the Republic of China, in accordance with 
the principles of international law and 
practice." Also that Article 7 
of the same Treaty provides that "Consular 
Officers of one High Contracting Party 
shall be accorded in the territories of 
the other High Contracting Party the rights, 
privileges and immunities enjoyed by 
consular officers under modern international 
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I agree in general with the minutes by 
Mr. Trench and Mr. Campbell. It seems to 
me thet the “shop guarantees" are different 
from the guarantee now being required by 
the Chinese Government upon the registration 
of foreign nationals. The shop guarantees 
(including the guarantee required when the 
United States Embassy staff left Chine) 
appear to be in the nature of an indemnity 
given by someone in China to cover acts or 
omissions already committed by persons about 
to leave China, This is quite different 
from the general submission of an individual 
to the laws and ordinances of the Peoples’ 
Republic and to the control (or restraint) 
of the Peoples' Government. I agree that 
properly interpreted, the guarantee now re- 
quired is not open to serious objection as 
applied to private individuels. As indi- 

cated/ 


Minutes. 


indicated in my minute of 12th June on 

FC 15810/1 the risk is that the guarantee 
will be interpreted and used by the Chinese 
Government in an attempt to exclude any 
intervention by H.M.G. to protect Ske Britist 
nationals who have signed the guarantee, In 
the case of diplomatic and consular officers 
I think that the guerantee is clearly 
objectionable as being contrary to the immunit 
to which they are entitled. I see nothing 


in the 1943 Treaty which would have the effect 


of depriving consular officers their 
normal immunity from arrest and judicial 
process with respect to acts done in the 
course of their official duties. On the 
contrary, the position under international 
law is, if anything, reinforced by the | 


passage from the Treaty quoted by Mr. Campbell 


Mr. Hutchison is, however, quite right in 
thinking not only that consular officers 


but also that diplomatic officers should compl 


with the local law, It would, O--SB7-OvORY, 
Ge most unusual to require diplometic or 
consular officers to sign an expresBs uhder- 
taking to that effect, but if the guarantee 
were clearly confined to compliance with the 
ordinary law of the land and one could be 
absolutely certain that the ordinary law wouldc 
not contravene the rules of international law 
in any way, it would be difficult to object 
to signature of the guarantee. I see no 
justification, however, for signature by @ 
diplomatic or consular officer of a guarantee 
that he will submit himself to the control 
(or restraint) of the Peoples’ Government, 
even if such restraint is required to be 
imposed in accordance with Chinese law, 


Briefly, in my view, we were right to 


insist on the reservation to be made by diplo-+ 


matic and consular officers because there are 

* objections on the face of the text to the 

| guarantee which they have been asked by the 

| Chinese Government to sign. So far as privat 

individuals are coneerned, there is really 

Phe 2 & page bebeldadh ag to the guarantee, 
roperly Construed in eccordance with inter 


sat onal law, but the guarantee is open to mig- 


| Construction and abuse. 


(F.A. Vallat) 
2ist June, 1950. 
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® FROM PEKING 10 FORBIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Hutehisen 


Ne. 758 D: 1.15 Dem. 9th June, 1950. 
7th June, 1950. R: 2.41 pem. 9th sisi 1950. 


— Pct’ 


Your telegram Ne. 760. Registration of foreign 
nationals at Nanking. 


¢1S38/0/ 
You will see from my telegram Ne. 257 te waa 

that I have as far as possible acted on your instructions. 

Attempt to include the caveat as an addition to the under- 


taking would prebably have resulted in the whole application 4 
being rejected. In any ease your telegram under reference || 


enly reached me on the merning of the clesing date, which 
was teo late for me te instruct Nanking that the caveat 
sheuld be entered simultaneously with registration. 


2.- if sheuld perhaps peint out that since the departure 

ef the last party ef Embassy staff from Nanking Mr. North 
has ne claim to any status except that of Consul; moreover 
my understanding was that since the 1913 Treaty, His 
Majesty's Consular Officers in China have no claim to pereena | 
immunity frem the law of the country (any more than have nen, 
official British residents). Of the other non-Chinese steff 
at Nanking twe are established and two are [? grp. omitted] 
established and twe are lecal , Onereer 


3. ‘The werd "Centrel" in ut sonnel evesrert ef Nanking 
telegram Ne. 386° is prdbably a translatien of phrase whieh 
would be better rendered "restraint". 


FCA ‘ | 
4. You will recall that simil at Gu 6 ge was giver. ai 
members ef my staff who h a ernie arms in Nanking 
(see Nanking telegram Ne. 2 of January 51st te yeu). 


FHI06/'M*/ /O 


In your telegram Ne, 16 of 1949 you sutherised the 
giving of guarantees (in respect ef Embassy staff leaving 
the country) by an Ambassader's staff remaining behind. 
Such guarantees were accerdingly given by lir. Nerth in 
respect ef all members of the staff who left Nanking last 
autumn, : 
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5. Guarantees that in the event ef vielatien ef the 
law a persen will submit te punishment under the law 
are commonly required in China and are nething new. 
Sinee persens signing them are in faet in any case 
subject te Chinese laws there dees net seem te be any 
streng practical ebjection te their deing se but I await 
yeur views on the general questien. 
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repeated for ington Rs Re eee ey : 


D. 7.40 pom. 19th July, 1950 


Your telegram No. 758 [of 7th June; registration 
of foreign nationals in Nanking]. 


We have now gone into this matter and have concluded 
that we were right in insisting on the reservation in the 
case of diplomatic or consular officers inasmuch as the 
terms of the guarantee are clearly contrary to the 
immunities to which they are entitled. 


2. As regards the 1913 treaty, we see nothing in it 
which would have the effect of depriving consular officers 
of their normal immunity from arrest and from judicial 
process with respect to acts done in the course of their 
official duties. Indeed Article 7 seems rather to re- 
inforce the position under international law, 


3. Where private individuals are concerned, there is 
admittedly little objection to the guarantee provided 

that it be properly construed in accordance with inter- 
national lew, but it is obviously open to misconstruction — 
and abuse and there will always be the danger that it ‘may 
be interpreted and used by the Chinese Government in an 
attempt to exclude any intervention by His Majesty's | 
Government to protect British nationals,who have signed it. 


4. Should similar demands for registration occur in other 

areas in respect of diplomatic or consular officers you 

should therefore endeavour to ensure that the reservation 

is in each rai ayuda in the guarantee itself or, if 

the local Chinese authorities will not accept this, conveyed 

te toes in th Sein lates If the letters are then 

rejected by the Chinese authorities it will be preferable 

if the latter can be induced to send them to the Ministry 

of Foreiga Affairs for transmission to you rather than to 
return. oe bad the Consuls. 


Tos Texte. 
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Minutes. 


I have delayed taking action on FC 15810/3 
in the hopes that the entered copy of Nanking 
tel. no. 363 would turn up (It was sent dow 
from Division on the 29th or 30th June, but 
was never seen by anyone in Room 75: presumabl)} 
it has got caught up behind some other papers. 


So far as the general question is concerned, 
I think that the action required is 


a) a brief telegram to Peking saying that 
we have gone into the position care- 
fully and have concluded that we 
were right in insisting on a reservation 
being made by G@iplom:.tic and consular 
staff. We will be sending mm a full 
statement by bag. Meanwhile similar 
action shaild be taken elsewhere, if 
occasion arises. : 


b) a despatch giving the gist of minutes 
on FC 15810/3. | 


As regards, Nanking 363, Mr. Franklin has 
pointed out elsewhere that it is a pity that 
lr. North agreed to take back the Letters. He 
would have done better to say to Miss Chang 
that if she wanted to return the letters whe 
Should have sent them to the My F.A. in 
Peking, for transmission to Mr, Hutchison. 


a 


(iT CoG eTrench 
8th July, 1950. 


Cypher/OTP DEP. ART MENTAL DISTRIBUTION. a 


FROM NANKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
Mr. North. iD. 4.36 a.m. 28th June, 1950, 


No. 363. 
TH Tare , 1950, R. 8.24a,m, 28th June, 1950. 


—_ 


CONFIDENTIAL Me se 59 v 


Addressed to Peking telegrax No, 420 ¢ af Zot 
Repeated for information to: Foreign oR P| > 
oo eee | 
Your telegram No. 251 -Regiatration of Foreign Nationals. 


Yesterday afternoon I was called to the Foreign Nationals 
Control Section and seen by the Head of the Section Ofiss Chang). 


= — 


2. She produced letters from all members of the staff 
which in accordance with the instructions contained in paragraph 1 
of your telegram under reference, I had sent in one envelope by 
double registered post and told me that until she received instructions 
to grant me and other members of the staff diplomatic immunity we 
should be treated as ordinary foreign residents. She wished 
therefore to return the letters. | 


| 3. I said that the letters had been sent on the instructions 
of His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires who had received his instructions 
from His Majesty's Government and I saw no reason why they should 
be returned to me as they contained a simple statement of our 
position in relation to the guarantee we had signed. 


4, Miss Chang said her instructions were to return the 
letters to me and she would be glad if I would accept them. 


5. As we had succeeded in having the letters read I saw 
no profit at this time in disturbing the existing amicable relations 
with the Section and I agreed to accept the letters which were 
thereupon handed over to me. 
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En Clair DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Hutchison 
NO. 1013 De 552 & Me 10th July, 1950. 
8th July, 1950, R. 8.34 a.m. 10th July, 1950, 


Addressed to Nanking telegram No. 281 of 
8th July | 


Repeated for infermation to Foreign Office 


S631 0. 


Your telegram No. 420<--—— i 


I approve your action, 
DISTRIBUTED TO 


Far Eastern Department 
Treaty Department 
Consular Department 


FF 


Cypher/OTP ‘DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION. 


FROM NANKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. North. D. 4.36 a.m. 28th June, 1950, 
No. 363. 
28th June, 1950. R. 8.24 a.m. 28th June, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 420 of 28th June. 


Repeated for information to: Foreign Office. 
Your telegram No. 257. Registration of Foreign Nationals. 


Yesterday afternoon I was called to the Foreign Nationals 
Control Section and seen by the Head of the Section (Miss Chang). 


a. she produced letters from all members of the staff 
which in accordance with the instructions contained in paragraph 1 
of your telegram under reference, I had sent in one envelope by 
double registered post and told me that until she received instructions 
to grant me and other members of the staff diplomatic immunity we 
should be treated as ordinary foreign residents. She wished 
therefore to return the letters, 


3. 1 said that the letters had been sent on the instructions 


of His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires who had received his instructions 
from His Majesty's Government and I saw no reason why they should 
be returned to me as they contained a simple statement of our 
poSition in relation to the guarantee we had signed. 


: 4. Miss Chang said her instructions were to return the 
letters to me and she would be glad if I would accept them. 


Oo. AS we had succeeded in having the letters read I saw 
no profit at this time in disturbing the existing amicable relations 
with the Section and I agreed to accept the letters which were 
© thereupon handed over to me. | 
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No. 55 (141/418/50) 


” ; 


Charge d'Affaires 
His Majesty's Mitms#x, Peking, presents his compliments to 


Principal Secretary @& State for Foreign Affairs 
His Majesty’s sGouxxk at 


and transmits herewith copy of the undermentioned paper. 


Peking. 
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Description of Inclosure 


Name and Date 


Letter No. 7 of 18th April, TEMPORARY MEASURES REGARDING 


1960 from Chungking. THE CONTROL OF FOREIGN 
RESIDENTS. 


BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
CHUNGKING, 


18th April, 1950. 


No. 7 (0480/2C/50) 


Dear Chancery, 

We enclose herewith a translation of 
Temporary Measures regarding the @mntrol of 

eos ee foreign residents published on the 16th April 
1950 in a Notification No. 425—Kung ofthe 27th 
March 1950 by the Director of the Public Safety 
Bureau of the Chungking People's Municipal 
Government. 
Yours ever, 


Chungking. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 


Nanking. 


The following temporary measures c oncerning 
control of records offoreign residents were published 
in a notification (Character Kung Z ) No. 425 by the 
Public Safety Bureau of the Chungking People's Municipal 
Government. 


fl. If the whole family of aforeign resident or 

any individual want to move, they should take their 
'residence cards to the Foreign Residents Section of 

| the Public Safety Bureau one day in advance and make the 

| application. 

| Se When foreign residents want to leave this 

| municipality they should go first to the Foreign Residents 
| Section of the Public Safety Bureau and make the application. 
| After permission given and certificate granted they should 

take their residence cards and cancel them in the Foreign 

Residents Section of the Public Safety Bureau before 

departure. 


Oe When a foreign child is born, the head of the 
family should take the mother's residence card and the 
birth certificate to the #oreign Residents Section of the 
Public Safety Bureau for registration within three days. 


4. When a foreign resident is dead, one member of 
his or her family or anyone living with him or her, and, 
if the person is single, then the landlord can take the 
residence card of the deceased to the Foreign Residents 
Section of the Public Safety Bureau for registration. 


De When foreign residents are going to get married, 
both sides should take their residence cards to the Foreign 
Residents Section of the Public Safety Bureau fbr registration 
three days in advance, and after three days of the marriage, 
they should also take their cards to the Public Safety 

| Bureau for registration and change of name. 


Liu Min-hui 
Director 
27/3/50 
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concerned will be otherwise prevented. 


Paragraph 1: I do not think any grave matter of 
principle is at stake here. It is unlikely that 
H.M. Consuls will in any case manage to persuade the 
local authorities to agree that their letters should 
be returned to H.M. Chargé d‘'Affaires through the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I think that little 
would be gained by pressing this particular point. 


Paragraph 2: I think that in our telegram No. 1043 
to Peking (FC 15810/3) we intended that “Consular 
officers“ should include all the British staff employed 
at a Consulate including locally engaged staff. The 
important question here is to ensure that nothing is 
done which would conflict with normal Consular 
immunity; what immunity exists would presumably 

be invoked only when the officer concerned was in 
trouble arising from the performance of his official 
duties and therefore this would apply to any British 
members of the staff who performed official duties. 


Paragraph, 3¢ Our telegram No. 1043 referred 
specifically to the case of the guarantee required 
at Nanking, the provisions of which we regarded as 
objectionable. I do not think that we wish to object 
to guarantees as such. In our telegram No. 916 to 
Nanking (in F 11706/1904/10 of 1949) we agreed that 
members of the Embassy staff who required exit visas 
should be given a guarantee by another member of the 
staff. In the case of Consular officers this 
guarantee was frequently given by local British firms 
or residents. I think we can agree to the guarantee 
which is being given by Mr. Hutchison for departing 


members of his staff. _ 

LA 
Paragraph 2 I presume tha Meda "non-of ficial i? 
foreigners" Mr. Hutchison Consular Officers in 
China whose status is not recognised by the Chinese 
authorities. I think our point of view on this should 
be that while we dislike shop-guarantees and consider 
it contrary to normal international practice for our 
Consuls to have to provide them, we should have to 
accede to the demand if the departure of the officer 
We should, of 


38679 


» 


course, prefer that the guarantees should be given 
by a member of the Embassy or Consulate staff, but 
4f this is inacceptable, the only alternative to 
refusal to comply is for the officer to remein 
indefinitely in China. Nanking telegram No. 1036 
referred to here does not appear to be strictly 
relevant and I have been unable to find any evidence 
that we have definitely forbidden Consular officers 
from obtaining shop-guarantees. They have in the 
past done so in a number of cases including my own. 
(Plecre 02 'n thy M4. CeaKn) 

I should be grateful for comments. 


(K.R. Oakeshott) 
142th August, 1950. 


Treaty Departm A 


Consular Dep 
Mr. J Simpsoxe 


The foregoing minute covers the ground very 
thoroughly and I feel that there is léttle that 
Consular: Dept. can usefully add. 


I certainly think that locally engaged British 
staff should be included. st 


So.long as the People's Govt. decline to. 
reciprocate in the recognition which we have accorded, 
their actions will not be regulated by considerations 
of International Law or diplomatic immunity and, 
digtasteful though it is to comply with the require- 
ment of guarantees, refusal to do so wouldgnot make 
Mr. Hutchison's difficult job more easy And might 


result in the impvosition of other and More onerous 
dema nds. | 


A ust 1950, 


MME on Rosas frosfe t 


Had] 


Mr. Hutchison 


8th August, 1950. R. 5.27 pom. 8th August,1950. 


ah, /~ 
Your telegram No. 1043.—~ re : 


se =) ar ean oe ee, 


Guarantee for official staff. i Fe 5 § 10 ee. p 


Your paragraph 4. ae 


I am instructing Consuls to endeavour to ensure that 
reservation is in each case included in the guarantee 
or if that cannot be done, conveyed in an accompanying 
letter, I do not however consider it either desirable 
or practicable for Consuls to endeavour to see that their 
letters (if returned) are returned by may of Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, ee <§ | 0 | | 


2-. I should be grateful for a definiton of "Consular 
Officer". Do you include all foreign sa at a consulate 
(as at Nanking. See your telegram No.760) including 

locally engaged staff or only officers who would normally 
be notified to authorities as enjoying consular status? 
f- 1/78 bef £904} (0 
nw am not clear whether ur telegram under reference 
Noplies to all guarantees or specifically to guarantees of 
"types which were required for registration of foreign 
| nationals in Nanking. You will recall that guarantees 
required alsq for exit permits (see Nanking telegrams 
Nos. 27 and 1189 of 1949). Not all the guarantees are 
as objectionable as these which were required in Nanking. . 
In Peking for instance I om giving guarantees for departing 
members of my staff in the following terms: "I hereby 
_. @varantee that the British national (name) is involved 
— no dispute over debts or unfinished inal or civil : 
49 ts actgens in this municipality. If he is so involved I am 
gig withing to be fully responsible", I presume you would not 
“ & . © consider this type of guarantee to be so objectionable 
. Since it does not specifically deny anv im=zunities I may 
have, and is specifically limited fin its scope to an 
existing condition. — 


4. I consider the object of all guarantees required for 
exit permits is merely to ensure that no foreigner absconds 
yWitHout paying his debts and that there is no ulterior 
motive, It will probably be necessary to continue giving 
such guaranteesifa@r members of my).staff. 


5. Non official foreigners requiring exit permits are 
normally required to provide "shop guarantees". Do you 
still consider these unsuitable for the Embassy and 
Consular Staffs? (Please see Nanking telegram No. — of 
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Your telegram No. 1195 / of 8th August: 


Guarantees for official staff in China _/ 


MARGIN. 


Your paragraph 1, second sentencd> 


“RECENED th'0:57] soinseae We agree. 
21 AUG 1950 | 


X.Your paragraph 2: Consular employees 


SENT TO DEPT, | should enjoy immunity from proceedings in 


respect of acts performed in their official 


) capacity. Such immunity would naturally extend 


to all the British staff at 44 Consular ost 
Mr. Best rirse i he 


x 


ine luding those engaged locally. 
3 \Your paragraph 3: telegram. 


No. 1043 referred PpROTESCR LLY to the case of the | 


Guarentee quoted in your taiaatele Yo. 736, the 


provisions of which we regarded as objectionable. | 
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Departmental We did not intend to object to all guarantees 


Pe uz07eft fo as such. In ff teregran No. 916 to Nanking of 
) 1944 ) A 
Far Eastern Depti} 1949 we agreed that members of the Embassy staff 


Consular Dept. 


J who required exit visas should be given a 
Treaty Dept. . : 
guarantee by another member of the staff; in the | 


Sa ‘ $ ‘ 


case of some Cope lar officers we understand 


E. 


tas A.& 


prod ia guarantee was given by local British 
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firms. We do not wish to prevent. you from 
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i Your paragraph 5: - We dislike shop- 


guarantees and consider this requirement of the 


’ 
ad 


Chinese authorities to be contrary to normal 
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international practice. 


If, however, a 
guarantee given by a member of the Consulate 
or Embassy staff is inacceptable, we agree. 


that Consular officers should comply if ... 
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FC.15810/6, 
Confidential. DEFARDIENTAL DISTRIBUTION. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING. 


No.1205, 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


D. 5.50 am. 19th August, 1950. 


Your telegram No,1195 [of 8th August: Guarantees for 
official staff in China]. 


Your paragraph 1, second sentence: We agree. 


2. Your paragraph 2: Consular employees should enjoy 
immumity from proceedings in respect of acts performed 
in their official capacity. Such immmity would naturally 
extend to all the British staff at a Consular post, 
including those engaged locally. 


3.e Your paragraph 3: My telegram No,1013 referred 
specifically to the case of the guarantee quoted in 
your telegram No,736, the provisions of which we regarded 
as objectionable. We did not intend to object to all 
guarantees as such. In my telegram No.916 to Nanking of 
1919 we agreed that members of the Embassy staff who 
required exit visas should be given a guarantee by another 
member of the staff; in the case of some Consular officers 
we understand that this guarantee was given by local 
British firms. We do not wish to prevent you from giving 
for departing members of your staff the guarantee quoted 
in paragraph 3 of your telegram wider reference, 


4. Your paragraph 5: We dislike shopeguarantees and 
consider this requirement of the Chinese authorities to be 
contrary to normal international practice, If, however, a | 
guarantee given by a member of the Consulate or Rubassy staff 
is inacceptable, we agree that Consular officers should 
comply if failure to do so would mean that their departure 
would be thereby prevented. 


Far Eastern Departacnt. 


Consular Department. 
Treaty Departaamt. 


FAR EASIARN DEPARTMENT, 


No. 5 O ¢ 
Dated pe pa) 3 - sO 
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FROM SHANGHAI TO FOREIGN OFFICE r 


Acting British Consul General 
No. 806 D. 1.44 p.m. oo Aaee 1950 
3 


Zonk August, 1950 R. 


amen 2 


My immediately heslating telegram. =O, (y 816 ( 


. tells me in confidence that the sellin of foreign 
eanseitil in Shanghai will be called for within two to three weeks, 


2. All foreign civilians will have to effect registration in 
person whether their Governments have completed recognition 
or not. 


3. Employees of Consulates or Embassy offices whose 
Governments have completed recognition will be allowed to 
register by means of lists submitted through diplomatic channels. 


4, Employees of Consulates or Embassy offices whose 
Governménts have offered but not completed recognition will 
not be mentioned in the registration notification and ostensibly 
will have to queue up with everybody else. C. tells me however 
that if I approach the Foreign Affairs Bureau I shall be allowed 
to proceed as in paragraph 3. He particularly asked that this 
Should not at present be passed on e.g. to the Swiss or the 
Netherlands representatives since he does not wish it to be 
suspected that he has revealed any information. I propose to 
enquire as it were on my own initiative and then inform my 
colleagues who are similarly placed. 


So. CC. ll dicate ait till Mica, 
ag form we scrap (sic).dnd often naivé! So:far no 


taking such.as that reported in your telegram No. 
has been included and apparently it is unlikely to 


suired. ) = 
0000 N It. 
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Cypher/OTP _ DEPARTMENTAL SEES 
FROM SHANGHAI TO FOREIGN OFFI 


His Majesty's Consul-General 


No, 961 D. 4.35 pom. 26th October, 1950 
25th October, 1950 R. 5.58 p.m. 26th October, 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 502 of 25th October 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office. 


uy telegram No, 387. Fe Ss s10\) 


Regulations were published today calling for registration 
of foreign nationals from November 1st to November ne 
Text follows by post, : 


2. Local police bureau says that registration forms 
will be sent us in a few days. We must obviously wait to see 
if any objectionable questions are asked, but in any case I 


shall telegraph immediately I know the details required. 


3. Regulations call for personal presentation of 
completed forms, but my Chinese clerk who has good contacts 
with the police tells me that he may be able to present them 
on our. behalf [grps. undec] it desirable to allow him to try 
this, Should the police insist on personal attendance I 
propose to follow paragraph 4 of my telegram under reference, 


DISTRIBUTED TO:- 


Far Eastern Department 
South East Asia Department 
Consular Department 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


ROM TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His Majesty's Censul General 


Ne. 969 D. 10.01 a.m. 29th Octeber, 1950 
27th Octeber, 1950 Re 11.05 a.m. 29th Octeber, 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed te Peking telegram Ne. 512 ef 27th Octeber 
Repeated fer infermatien te Fereign Office 


| Or f ; | < 
My telegram Ne. 502s~ e 1! ate 4 2 
Ce _ 


Yesterday I was called by telephene message te lecal 
F.A. bureau. A similar summens was sent te all my celleagues 
whese gevernments have recegnised the Peeple's Republic 
(irrespective ef the nature and stage ef Chinese respense). My 
Deminiens and ether nen-recegnising celleagues were net 
summened, 


Ze We were all asked te ceeperate in the registratien ef 
fereign natienals and requested te supply a list ef eur staffs 
with reutine passpert particulars and five phetegraphs. Nene ef 
us sees any ebjectien te cemplying. 


De It was net pessible te ascertain definitely whether er 
net supplying these particulars weuld exempt the Censulate staffs 
frem mere cumbersome registratien reperted in my telegram under 
reference. Pessibly the autherities have themselves net yet 
decided. Im any case we were teld te get en with the present 

jeb which we shall de and await further develepments. 


4 I have new seen the general registratien ferm, It 
centains ne questien which is in itself ebjectienable er likely 
te be difficult te answer theugh several ceuld lead te awkward — 
elaberatien if registratien is fellewed by persenal interregatien. 


Far Eastern Department 
Seuth East Asia Department 
Censular Department 
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FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 


CHINA 
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Received in 
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IS Majesty's Ginesi~Ganeree tanee 


presents his compliments to 


and has the honour to transite Ghareé tf peceires 


documents. 


Consulate-Gen eral ’ 
Shanghai. 


“25th Oete” be... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Shanghai telegram to Peking nathk Oe Oct. 
Description of Enclosure. 1950. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Article from The Daily § Registration of 


| 
Translation Service, | Foreign Nationals 
Shanghai dated 25th in Shanghai. 


October ¥ 1950. 


opied to of ign Office 
P/ Noo 19 
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DAILY TRANSLATION SERVICE - October 25, 1950. 


REGISTRATION OF FOREIGNERS ANNOUNCED 
y SECURITY BURE 


October 25, GIEFANG RHBAO (Liberation Daily). ? 


Per its Public Notice Chars, shih Kyung Hsing Noel5ly), the ~ 
Public Security Bureau of the People’s Government of Shanghai es 
announces today the following set of Measures Governing the Regise 
tration of Foreign Nationals in Shanghai. 


le All foreign nationals (hereinafter called foreighers) re- — 
siding in this city shall, within the time limit prescribed herein, ~ 
appear in person at the respective Police Station for registration. | 


2, Foreigners who arrive from abroad during the period of 
registration shall register themselves with the respective Police 
Station within five days after their arrival in Shanghai. 


3e Foreigners Who remove to Shanghai from other places in 
China during the period of registration shall register themselves 


with the respective Police Station within three days after their 
arrival in Shanghai. 


kh. Foreigners who come from other places in China for a tour 
in. Shanghai a ong Mee period of registration and who will sub-e 
sequently return their original places are not required to re- 
gister themselves. They shall only report to the respective 
Police Station, 


5. Foreigners who are already holding @ Temporary Foreign 
Resident's Certificate issued by this Bureau (excepting those who 
hold a temporary Resident's Certificate while coming from other 
places of China for a temporary visit in Shanghai) are still ree 
quired to register themselves with the respective Police Station in 
accordance with the present measures. 


6. For foreigners whose offices are not located in the same 
place as their residences, registration shall be done at the Police 
Station at the district of their residences. For those who have 
two or more residences, registration shall be made separately at 
each of the Police Stations concerned. The place of their families 
or the place where they regularly reside in shall be registered as 
their official residence and the other places of abode shall be 
registered as their places for lodging. 


7. Foreigners registering themselves shall comply with the 
following procedure: 


Ae Present their pes epers and other relevant documents for 
inspection, or those who Were originally residing in this 
city, the old Resident's Certificates mst also be presented 
for inspection. : 

Be Fill up a Census Form for Foreigners and an Application Form 
for Registration of Foreigners. : | 

Ce Hand in five copies of a latest 2-inch passport photo (children 
under 12 years of age may have their photos handed in together 
with those of their parents or guardians), 

De Pay the cost for the Registration. 


8. Foreigners coco | 
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8. Foreigners who have naturalized themsclves as Chinese 
citizens shall, within the period of registration, present their 
naturalization papers together with four copies of their latest 
photos to the respective Police Station for registration, 


9. ‘The period of Registration is from November 1, 1950 to 
November 30, 1950. 


LO. The present measures may be amended from time to time 
whenever necessary. 
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Cypher/OIP, DEP AL DI 


FROM SHANGHAI TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


His Majesty's Consul General. 


No.10h5. De 7612 am. 22nd November, 1950. 
21st November, 1950. R. 8.54 a.m. 22nd November, 1950. 


PRIORITY 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


idressed to Peking telegram No.573 of 21st Novembe 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office. 
csic]e 
My telegram No.512, ~ - cise 
Foreign Affairs Bureau have now asked that ordinary 
foreigners registration forms be canpleted by all staff 
members and their wives and families. These may be returned en 


bloc to the Bureau. together with the normal census forms for 


each household. 
2. Many British subjects and other foreigners have by 


now completed registration without meeting any difficulties. 


I see no reason to anticipate that most of us will fare 
otherwise. 


3. There could however be some difficult cases. Assistant 
Naval Attaché proposes to describe himself as such "to 
His Majesty's Chargé d‘Affaires Peking". Cypher officers 
and wireless operators would be described simply as clerks. 
These descriptions have already been given informally to the 
Bureau by deputy Consul General. If queried later I should 
not attempt to conceal that they were clerks with special 
fmotions but I see no need for advertisement. I shall be 
grateful for your agreement on these descriptions. 


her 6 aa Biase. 
South East Asia Department. 
Consular Department. 
Personnel Department. 


En Clair 


DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Hutchison, Re 10,18 a.m, 24th November, 1950 
No. 1896 ¢ 10,32 a.m. 24th November, 1950 


2th November, 1950 


PRIORITY 


Addressed to Shanghai telegram No,51 of 2)th 
November repeated for information to Foreign Office 


Your telegram No,573, third paragraph. 
I agree. 


—F boay tok C 
DISTRIBUTED TO: 


Far Eastern Department 
south East Asia Department 
Consular Department 
Personnel Department 


# £ ms i ‘ wl " 
4 ee i, eX ee! 
pees Rares PR eee lye 
* «2 at ae, aa acu 4 ee, 2 
tks tate 


he . - ee ‘ st TA albripms shat be ete ; Pee 5 epi dis ‘ ei as ah OE ae Eg ie SOME MT She Pre aliahle..-? ahaa: catia Seiten M+ at abe <i 
aioe SE BERG Me Pag SOE «es HB NETS op cast ia ob alee” i ale’? dato" ig Mies: MONE AMNEI SNAR SAARI SERRE ci GE AR TEN RANE AS ENR PR ae < eA ee COTE PRR a a Rt 
i aes Na — de ; 1 PP et Da OS 7 ‘ ation — —_ 


= 5 anil > ve 
ges - .. —_—s. S56 Me it "i mY Ae 
<r k e hy eee ee ee we 
4 7 L 4 s eG , ot if «,* hy 
. i ON to oo 7 Nee 1a ; p ; BM we 0 
i! es 4 m ee A oe Sap ‘ae oe we 
- 4 Sie tad h og k ae : ihe 
. " j “ 
‘ ; ¥ 4 Po. : me 
‘ : - : te a 
“ : a 
. 
he . 
_ 
ere ley ane ceeds a ” Oba 4. radi - 


FO 371/83510 


Complete Files for 195 


Infiltration of Chinese 
nationalist troops in 
French Indo-China 


t 


* 


* 


ee 4 or 
aierie? +. 
“ " i ? 


+ Reet dha 
e% 


Las 
ee, 


ee road 


a 


ee 
Kora. 


Last Paper 


References 


Next Paper 


eee 


r ‘ wo Nb Kuo 
!P wld +e wlucshug | - 

i. e la i, . | h iG 

Vrefrud cfifusathes tue Wh 


) leg reared ys 
bet, ah li Memh io [ueto 
Chinn over (\) whtonetul Novyg 
(2) Pete lass aomelies 


CYPHER/OTP > PO UTION 


/ FROM NANKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Hutchison. 
No, 2,200 D: 9.36 a.m. 2nd January, 1950, 


27th December, 1929. R: 10.00 a.m. 2nd January, 1950. 


Repeated to: Singapore, Saigon, 
Paris, Washington 


Canton r . So fe 
And Saving to: Peking. | Fos 3 / | 


NFIDENTIAL 


ddressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 2,200 o 
December 2/th, repeated for information to Singapore, 


Saigon, Paris, Washington, Canton and Saving to Peking. 


eer 6 ‘SGt ) 
Saigon telegram No. 22, to ‘you. é 1 


Assistant Military Attaché Canton reported on 
December 13th that further Vietminh representatives had 
arrived (some of whom had gone on to Peking and Swatow) 
adding that there were indications that the Communists 
were not welcoming these approaches. 


2. I have asked His Majesty's Consul General to report 
as fully as possible. 


Foreign Office please pass to Saigon, Paris and 
Washington as my telegrams Nos, 4, 55 and 169 respectively. 


[Repeated to Saigon, Paris and Washington] 
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En Clair . POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


Alp 
Mr. Gibbs 7 “conscaaag | 
No. 259 7.00 aM. 2nd January ,1950 
3lst December ,192.9 : 8.13 a.m. 2nd January,1950 


Repeated te: Singapore 
oe Nanking 

Saving to: Paris 
‘Washington 


+ 


Addressed to Forei Office telegram No. 299. 
of 3lst December, repeated fér information to 
Singapore, Nanking and saving te Paris and Washington. 


My telegram No. 2534 Tongking Frontier, 


Two theusand of these Chinese Nationalist troops 
mentioned in my telegram under reference refused to be 

> disprifed and are now at large North West of Langsen.,, 
_Prendh Forces are trying to hunt them dewn, ¥ ot a 


¥ Yéreign Office please pass to Paris and shing ten 


*S 
“2 Ry savings one hundred and forty-four respagtive; 


. [Repeated Saving to Paris and. Washington] m bad 
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Cypher/OTP POLITICAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM SAIGON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Gibbs D. 9.27 a.m. 3rd January, 1959 
No. 260 


R.10.i1 @.IMe 3rd 
31st December, 1949 


—— Be is5((/3 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to Singapore telegram No. 188 of December 3lst 
repeated for information to Foreign Office and Hong Kong. 


MIR. 
My immediately precédin ing telegram. 
EC! $q AR 

During my coaversation with the High Commissioner he 
complained bitterly of the attitude of Reuters agency in Heng Kong. 
During the present state of emergency in Tongking they were 
publishing all sorts of wild rumours about Freach having agreed to 
incorporate Chinese Nationalist treops in Vietnamese army etc. 
Furthermore they were very slow to publish French official 
denials. This was causing the Freach censiderable embarrassment. 


I should be grateful fer anything that can be done te point this eut to 
Reuters. 
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FROM SAIGON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Gibbs D. 3.06 poem. &th January, 1950. 


NO. é Re 3.26 pem. 4th January, 1950. 
rd January, 1950. 


Repeated to: Singapore, Nanking and Saving Paris 
and Washington. 


Addressed te Fereign Office telegram Ne. 2 
f 3rd January repeated fer information te Singapere 
aking and saving Paris and safe 


FS \SQuy rz 
My telegram Ne. 259:' +engki 


2,000 Chinese Nationalist troops mentioned 
have now surrendered, 


g frontier. 


2. Grand tetal of internees is now estimated at 
29 ,000. 


Fereign Office pass to Paris and Washington 
as my Savings one and ene. 


[Repeated saving te Paris and Washingten] 
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| I am afraid M. Pignon's allegation is all too 
true. Reuter's diplomatic staff noticed that this 
message had been carried and mentioned it to 
News Department at the time. I understand that 
they also took it up with the Editors and I trust 
that steps will have been taken in the Reuter Offtce 
to prevent any similar incident occuring in the future, 


i 
(Peter Matthews) 


23rd February, 1950 
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Cypher/OTP _ DIPLOMATIC DISTRIBUTION 


FROM SINGAPORE TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
(Commissioner General in South East Asia) 


Mr. Murray 
No. 4/ De 2.5% pom. 16th January, 1950, 
16th January, 1950. R. 2.1% pom. 16th January, 1950, 


RESTRICTED 


Addressed _to Saigon telécram No. 1/7 of 


16th January, repeated for/ information - 6 we Kong and 
Foreign Office, 


Your telegram No, 188: gt agency in Hong Kong, 


Reuters representative here informs us that their 
Hong Kong agency is not controlled from Singapore. He 
has however noted the gist of the complaint, 
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BRITISH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
OF CHINA. 


_27 Chung Shan Road (E.1) 
Shanghai 


: Minutes of the Fourteenth Annual General Meeting of the British Residents’ Asso- 
- ciation of China held in the Country Club, 651 Nanking Road (W), Shanghai, on Thurs- 
. day, 24th November, 1949, at 5.45 p.m. 


Mr. W. J. Hawkings (Chairman) in the Chair supported by the following members 
of the Committee:— 


COMMITTEE 


3 . Messrs. H, W. Carter, Vice-Chairman 
4 J. S. Barr 
3 S. K. Garratt 

J. N. Greenfield 
, | A. C. H. Kennett 
¢ Mrs. J. S. Kenyon 
; M. Loveday 

Dr. D. L. McWhirter 

A. Pollock 
4 R. J. E. Price 
t Mrs. A. C. S. Trivett 

H. E. Aiers, Secretary. 


e 


There were also present:— 
, 


Messrs, R. W. Urquhart, C.M.G., O.B.E., (H.B.M. Consul-General), R. D. Abraham, 
H. G. Ahmad, E. M. Allan, J. Ballard, P, H. Barton, G. C. Bastian, J. N. Bates, J. A. 
Blackwood, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Boldero, J. A. Bonnyman, W. Bowling, Miss M. E. K. 
Broadbridge, I. D. Bruce, K. Bumstead, R. Burrell, P. Cairncross, John L. Callie, T. W. 
Chandler, Mrs. J. Cheeseman, M. M. Cohen, Chas. E. Compton, C. B. Cook, P. Crow, 
| Miss E. M. Crowther, Cmdr. F. W. Crowther, G. Danson, D. R. Ding, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. 
@ Fabian, Miss J. G. Ferguson, L. E. Fisher, The Hon. and Mrs. D. C. Geddes, J. N. 
Greenfield, S. A. Grew, C. Griffin, Mrs, H. C. Harran, Mrs. W. J. Hawkings, Bishop Frank 
Houghton, I. H. Howell, H. S. G. Johnston, J. S.. Kenyon, John Keswick, A. C, Hyde 
Lay, D. W. Leach, D. G. Lean, A, F. Lee, Mrs. Dorothy Lee, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Lennox, 
Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Lintilhac, Mr. -and Mrs. G. Morriss, C. D. Moses, J. L. Mouat, G. C. 
Moyle, A. K. Murray, P. H. Oates, R. M. T. Orr, T. C. G. Pearson, N. Penson, F. W. 
Poate, Jr., C. F. Pow, W. E. Price, Commander and Mrs. J. Pringle, Mrs. A. Pollock, Miss 
L. Remedios, R. C. P. Rouse, Wm. Russell, C. E. Sherwin, W. B. Rae Smith, H. M. Spence, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Talati, E. F. Toeg, Dean A. C. S. Trivett, ‘A. Kendal Ward; D. 

Webb, D. McL. Wheeler, J. Wilson. 


The Secretary read the Notice convening the Meeting. 
The. Chairman then addressed the Meeting. 


REPORT AND ACCOUNTS:— 


I will first deal with the Accounts for the year ended 30th September, 1949, a copy 
of which is before you, and I take this opportunity of thanking Messrs. Lowe, Bingham & 
Thomsons for so kindly acting as our Honorary Auditors. 


As you will see, there is a deficit of JMP2,275,258.— practically all of which is the 
cost of administration. This, of course, is due to the cancellation of the annual subscrip- 
tion to the Association. As you are aware, a subscription to the British Community In- 
terests Fund automatically makes the subscriber a member of the Association. 


‘The current Assets of the Association consist of approximately £4,740 in the form 
of balances in London and Hongkong ahd represent a decrease of approximately £400 
from last year, which is the excess of expenditure over income for the year. The con- 
tingent liability shown in the Balance Sheet, and to which I shall refer later, was incurred 
for the expense of the British Emergency Planners. This was approved by the mem- 


bers at our Annual General Meeting last year. It is not yet known how much of this liability 
will fall on our shoulders. 


Are there any questions in connection with the Accounts? The Vice-Chairman, Mr. 
Henry Carter, will be happy to answer any questions you may wish to ask. 


There being no questions the Chairman continued. 


Last year’s meetirig was held during a period of stress, when it was expected that 
Shanghai might pass through difficult times. In fact it did, but we may consider ourselves 


fortunate that from the personal point of view at any rate, we find ourselves free and living 
in our own homes. 


Fortunately, as so often happens in China, the anticipation was worse than the realisa- 
tion, but the Association—in close co-operation with the British Emergency Planners and the 
B.C.I.—planned well in advance and although the scheme to take care of all eventualities 
was never executed, it was there if needed and I am sure proved a consolation to a great 
number of our community. 


I would like to record here the thanks of the Community to all those who actively 
took part in the B.E.P. Scheme. It meant many hours of work during and after office 
hours; work cheerfully and efficiently done. | 


REPRESENTATION IN ENGLAND: 


Once again we must record our thanks to the China Association for looking after 
our interests at Home, and to Mr. G. Godfrey Phillips who represented us on its Commit- 


tee since the War until early this year when he resigned, and to Mr. T. S. Powell who 
kindly agreed to take his place. 


At your Committee’s request, the China Association took up the matter of the repatria- 
tion of unaccompanied personal belongings which the U.K. Customs and Excise under its 
regulations required to be placed in bond pending the arrival of the owner. A satisfactory 
arrangement was concluded whereby such goods can now be stored by relatives or agents 
pending the return of the owner to the U.K., thereby saving heavy storage charges. If mem- 
bers are interested, the revised regulations may be seen on application to the Secretary. 


ASH CAMP: 


The destitute British subjects, who were cared for by H.M. Government ever since 


internment by the Japanese, have now either been repatriated or have found other accom- 
modation, and the Camp has been closed. 


BRITISH COMMUNITY INTERESTS: 


This Committee, which as you know is a combination of your Association and the 
Chamber of Commerce, with your Chairman as its Vice-Chairman, has been very active 
during the year. 


It issued a Report on 25th April, 1949, a copy of which was sent to each Briton in 
town, with an Appeal for funds for 1949. Up to date we have received just over £9,000, 
but during the year no less a sum than £16,700 has been expended, chiefly in assisting the 
Country Hospital and maintaining the British School, 


When the B.C.I. Appeal was sent out,.there were 3,315 Britons in Shanghai and the 
number who subscribed to the Appeal was only 406 which represents approximately just 
under a thousand individuals out of the 3,315. 


The British School and Hospital are facing grave financial difficulties. It is abso- 
lutely essential that these valuable institutions be maintained, but funds are running short 
and we must look to all members of the British Community for their help. I have already 
said that the number of individual donors was 406. It will therefore be seen that the bur- 
den is not being fairly carried by the whole Community. 


I am quite sure any number have merely overlooked the matter and it is hoped that 
after this reminder all who have not subscribed will forward a donation to the Secretary. 
Will you please pass this on to your friends who are not present this evening? 


SCHOOL: 


Just after our last Annual General Meeting, there was a large exodus of children 
from our Community in response to the statement by H.M. Consul-General in regard to 
non-essential residents. This exodus was continued up to the date of occupation and has 
resulted in the number of pupils being reduced from 470 to 227. 


The School Management and the B.C.I. Committees have given long and careful con- 
sideration to the future policy to be adopted, and the staff was reduced to a’ minimum, 
commensurate with the continued efficiency of the School, but in such a way that, should the - 
number of pupils increase, expansion can take place very quickly. 


HOSPITAL: | cig os 


The maintenance of the Country Hospital has caused grave concern because of ever- 
‘increasing costs causing a large monthly deficit. 


We are all very much interested in this Hospital and its efficient maintenance, but it 
must be remembered that most of the necessary funds must come from us as we are the 
largest foreign community. - 


The Governors, in an attempt to cover costs, have recently reduced the fees and it 
is hoped that all the British Community will support this hospital in case of need. 


* 


BRITISH EMERGENCY PLANNERS: 


This is really the Consul-General’s Committee under his Chairmanship, the personnel 
of which he has selected from our various British organisations here, two of your Com- 
mittee being included. | 


\ 


As you know, it was very active for some months prior to the Occupation, and was 
responsible for the setting up of the organisation to take care of the emergency. In June 
it was obvious that there was no longer any need for its ccntinuance as an active organ- 
isation. The Committee remains, however, and meets periodically. It was considered advis- 
able to keep the supply of foodstuffs that has been purchased, except the perishable stocks 
which were sold. The decision has now been taken to sell the remainder as and when the 
B.C.I. Committee have need of local currency. As I reported last year, the B.R.A. is in- 
terested in the finances of the B.E.P. by virtue of the guarantee we made to the B.C.I. 
that the first £4,500 of any costs in the scheme would be borne by the B.R.A. “Althouga 
a final accounting cannot be made until all.the supplies have been sold, it is estimated 


that the cost. will be below this figure; but even if it does reach it, I think we may con- 
sider just over a pound per head very cheap insurance against the possibilities which for- 
tunately did not materialise. 


I cannot allow this opportunity to pass without thanking on your behalf, Messrs. 
Butterfield & Swire and the staff at Holt’s Wharf, for all the trouble and expense they 
went to to prepare the Wharf to receive the British Community in case it was required. 


CEMETERIES: 


We must record a word of thanks to the British Women’s Association who so kindly 
set up a Sub-Committee headed by Mrs. D. Lennox to keep an eye on our local ceme- 
teries. Despite great difficulties prior to and since the occupation, they have been able to 
obtain the co-operation of the Authorities to keep the Cemeteries clean and tidy. We 
must also thank the Authorities for replacing portions of the Bubbling Well Cemetery wall 
and palings damaged by a typhoon, and the whole of the Hungjao Cemetery fence stolen 
just prior to the occupation. : 


The Pootung Cemetery suffered much during the Japanese occupation, and since 
the end of the war has been without a fence and used as a common right of way, Most 
of the headstones have been broken and damaged. Thanks to the efforts of the Chair- 
man of the B.C.I. Committee just prior to the occupation, he came to an agreement with 
the Mayor to construct an enclosed memorial plot at one corner, of this site and there to 
gather together the remaining headstones. In addition he obtained certain funds from the 
Mayor to cover this expenditure. The funds are still held and, as soon as an appropriate 
opportunity presents itself, an attempt will be made to complete the work, 


GENERAL: 


We are now at a turning point in the history of our community. From the popula- 
tion point of view we are back to the early years of this century. Some people, very few 
now resident in Shanghai I am afraid, refer to that period as the “good old days.” We 
are in a much better position today to appreciate this statement than ever before. We are 
back to a small compact community, and as such it is just as important as it was then to. 
stand together. A smaller population fosters a better community spirit. We have similar 
problems, we live more simply, and when we meet t@gether a much more friendly atmos- 
phere seems to pervade. Let us keep this spirit and adapt ourselves to the changed condi- 


tions, as we always have. 
I now formally propose that the Report and Statement of Accounts be approved. 
The Vice-Chairman: I beg to second that proposal. 


Are there any questions? 


There being no questions the resolution was put to the meeting and carried un- 
animously. The Chairman then continued:— : 


Our next item on the Agenda is an address by the Consul - General, Mr. R. W. 
Urquhart. A year ago I said:— 


“This is one of those rare occasions when the Consul-General can render the Com- 
munity better service by diminishing the role of Counsellor and assuming that of leader; 
and Mr. Urquhart’s experience and personality admirably equip him for this task. During 
a long experience of British Officials I have never before met one who so quickly and 
sympathetically got into the life of the British Community.” 


: Much has happened during the past twelve months. We have passed through ‘diffi- 
culties and dangers. The city has been evacuated by one army and captured by another. 
During that time Mr. Urquhart assumed the role of leader and proved to be a tower of 
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strength and an inspiration to us all. It is with very great pleasure that I ask him to ad- 
dress us. (Applause). 


In the course of his address Mr. Urquhart said:— 


“When I addressed the British Residents’ Association last year I was a freshman in 
Shanghai without any background of local experience. Now, though no more than a brief 
calendar year has passed, I feel I have graduated; I have, I hope, passed the tests with 
the 1949 class of New China Hands. Together we have worked hard to understand the 
new conditions and to adapt ourselves to cope with-:them. Both as His Majesty’s Consul- 
General and as a private person I am proud to have been with you through a year of 
many trials and some hazards. 


This address must fall into three parts. First the period up till the capture of the 
city in May, second the period from May on, and-third the future. But before I go fur- 
ther let me remind you, as I did last year, that I speak as a consular officer and that my 
observations are confined to the affairs of the British community within my consular 


district. 


Now as regards the first period. The outstanding fact is that we .kept our head 
when not a few about us were losing theirs, and I have been assured that as the fighting 
came near, the calm bearing of the British community had a steadying effect extending 
far beyond its own ranks. We had assessed the prospects objectively and we felt that we 
were not only morally obliged to hang on but that we could do it without running undue 
risks. We even said, as far back as February, that we were prepared to go through the 
ordeal without the presence of warships, that they should not stay in the narrow waters for 
our account. At considerable cost to the community in work and money we prepared an 
evacuation scheme of which I will say no more since your Chairman has adequately referred 
to it. In the result we did come through without direct outside support of any kind, put- 
ting our faith in the declarations of the Chinese leaders that foreigners would be protected, 
and relying om our own people to use a discipline which would avoid unnecessary incid- 
ents. His Majesty’s Government gave us due encouragement, and in the result, when the 
wave of war did hit Shanghai in May, our attitude was brilliantly justified. Some of us had, 
at the worst, a few anxious moments, but nobody was hurt and little property was lost, 
except at Hungjao where some fine residential property was wantonly destroyed. I wonder 
what people in Highgate or Wimbledon would say if they saw their choicest trees cut down, 
their best blooms trampled underfoot, everyone knowing in advance that it was to no pur- 
pose whatever, that the troops who committed these depredations would walk away, probably 
without firing a shot as soon as the enemy appeared. Perhaps people at home do realise a 
little what this war meant to us because, fortunately, your own Chairman—and who should 
do it more fittingly than the Chairman of the British Residents’ Association in China—suc- 
cessfully defended his hearth and home. (Applause) That defence made the. front pages 
of the. newspapers both in Great Britain and in America and I am particularly pleased that 
so much of the credit was due and was given to Mrs. Hawkings, (renewed applause), if 
only because I have said all along that there was no reason why women should not stay 
here and no reason why they should not play a vital role by the side of their husbands 
through any time of trouble. | 


Now for the second section. Since May the new authorities have had many inevit- 
able and extraordinary difficulties to face. They have had to overhaul the various services 
of the government; they have necessarily had to improvise a good deal, to make many 
fundamental decisions which took time. But from the outset they showed discipline and a 
sense of responsibility and service which were conspicuously lacking before. Incidents there 
have been, and who would expect that such an upheaval would pass without incident? I 
think that if we look back in a year or two we will be astonished at how few incidents 
there actually were. And now we have in this district law and order such as has not been 
seen, so I am told, for a long time. The speed and efficiency with which the police hand- 
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led the most recent case, the alarming attack on the Matron of the Country Hospital in 
the middle of the night, must give us confidence in the protective power of the authorities. 
And let us not omit to recognise that this has been accomplished by Chinese authorities 
without any prodding or advice from outsiders. 


But despite these favouring factors Shanghai has had a hard time of it since May 
and it has been beyond the control of any government to soften to any great extent the hard- 
ships we know so well. Sir Stafford Cripps’ problem, which is in principle identical, is by 
comparison mild compared with the economic problem confronting the new authorities. 


Then, of course, the war is still with us. The air raids by any military standard are 
pretty futile although they do kill harmless civilians. It is the blockade, as we colloquially 
call it, which has done the greatest harm. I think I will not attempt to summarise here 
what you think. As is my duty I have faithfully reflected to London all the heat of your 
impatience, which continues to grow as events bear out your original contention that the 
blockade was militarily futile and damaging mainly to foreign trade. But I know that you 
have all the time remembered that our horizon in Shanghai is a limited one; that the men 
who have to take the decisions must watch many factors which are outside our sphere and 
that they dare not make a snap decision. We must therefore, as cheerfully as we can, await 
developments knowing that our authorities have our best interests at heart. 


Next there is the problem of recognition, essentially a political one, and on that I 
can do no better than to express the hope that you have carefully read what the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs said in the House of Commons on November 17th in reply to 
questions. His statements were very reassuring and we can have confidence that a proper 
decision will be taken without avoidable delay. 


All of these circumstances, and particularly the blockade, have made the past six 
months disappointing to you. Your business turnover has been greatly reduced and. your 
earnings have not covered your overheads. You have had all sorts of labour. trouble, an 
inevitable phencmenon in a time of unsettled conditions. In your private lives you have had 
to face-much discomfort and curtailment of amenities. Families have had to be separated 
again, and perhaps worst of all, mails have been badly interrupted. The knowledge that 
our letters, with the information we have so much wanted about our families and our affairs 
of every sort, were piling up in Hong Kong just outside our grasp has come nearer to giv- 
ing us stomach ulcers than all the shooting and excitements of the actual battle of 


Shanghai. 


Through all these vexations the’ public spirit of the leaders of this community has 
remained steadfast. It deserves to go on record for the years to come that there has been 
no lack of men able and willing to carry on the manifold public duties essential to the 
life of a community of this size and with its traditions. All the organs of community life 
are functioning—the churches, the school, the hospital. That you have kept all of these 
going through a very difficult year may be held a greater achievement than it was for your 
fathers to build them in more prosperous days. The Chamber of Commerce, the English 
‘language newspaper, the clubs, the National and charitable societies, even the dramatic arts, 
still live, the latter thanks to the satisfactory arrangement which the Amateur Dramatic 
Company has reached with the Theatre Workers’ Guild. This has required much work and 
money, exacting work from men and women who had more than enough to do already, and 
money from all of you at a time when there are fewer of you to pay and when the calls 
from every side have become exceedingly heavy. 


And now as to the future. It does not look promising at the moment. If recogni- 
tion is granted, if the blockade fizzles out soon, we shall feel encouraged, but the essential 
problems will still remain. China is in very straitened economic cifcumstances and it will 
take time, hard work and wisdom to get her on a sound footing. We foreigners may be 
allowed to play a part in the great recovery. Although we still do not see clearly under what 
conditions we shall be able to do so, we are keeping an open mind; we are not defeated or 
defeatist. So long as we are not crushed out of business by over-taxation, so long as the 
changes which the new government clearly intends to bring about are introduced by the pro- 
cess of gradual evolution, we may well hope to be able to adapt ourselves to the new ways, 


oben athe . : : 
tienen ee ee ee 


and to keep our businesses going. Happily we are dealing with a people not unlike our- 
selves in many respects; we have an identical interest to develop trade under peaceful con- 


ditions for the benefit of our people as a whole. 


The 540 millions of human beings who 


inhabit the British Commonwealth of Nations and, who carry on no less than 30 per cent 
of the foreign trade of the world—a much larger percentage than any other group—ask 


for nothing better than the development of conditions which will enable them to live in 
amity with a peaceful China. 


(Applause). 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 


The Chairman then said:— 


Changed conditions in Shanghai since World War II have made certain rules in our 
Constitution out of date and, as you will have seen, your Committee now propose the fol- 


lowing amendments. 


OLD RULE 


No. 5. Subscription: The annual subscription shall 
be $3.00 for a single member and $5.00 for 
a married couple per annum and shall be 
due and payable in November in each year 
in advance. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT . 


The Committee may from time to time fix 
entrance fees and annual subscription charges for 
members and may amend such fees or discontinue 
such fees at its discretion as it may think proper 
in the circumstances. 


Reason: This amendment is necessary owing to 
the decision taken at the last Annual General Meeting 
that, in order to encourage donations to the B.C.I. 
fund and to cause as little inconvenience as possible, 
no membership dues be collected by the Association 
for the time being and also to provide for any 
violent fluctuations in exchange. 


No. 6. (6b) The Committee shall consist of elected 
members and nominated members. There 
shall be 14 elected members and the method 
and date of their election shall be determined 
by the members at any Annual General 
Meeting. There shall be ten nominated 
members consisting of one representative of 
each of the following Associations or 
Societies, 

British Chamber of Commerce and China 
Association (Shanghai Branch) 

St. Andrew’s Society of Shanghai 

St. Patrick’s Society of Shanghai 

Royal Society of St. George (Shanghai 
Branch) 

St. David’s Society of Shanghai 

The United Services Association 

The Canadian Association of China 

The Anzac Society of Shanghai 

The British Women’s Association 

The Indian Merchants’ Association of 
Shanghai. 


The Committee shall consist of 10 elected mem- 
bers and nominated members. At the Annual 
General Meeting 10 members shall be elected. 
There shall be 9 nominated members consisting of 
one representative of each of the following Associa- 
tions or Societies; 


British Chamber of Commerce 

St. Andrew’s Society of Shanghai 

St. Patrick’s Society of Shanghai 

Royal Society of St. George 
Branch) 

St. David’s Society of Shanghai 

The Canadian Club of Shanghai 

The Australian and New Zealand Society 
of Shanghai 

The British Women’s Association 

The Indian Merchants’ Association of 
Shanghai 


Reason: Since the War, the Shanghai Branch 
of the China Association has been closed down and 
the Chamber is now known as the British Chamber 
of Commerce, Shanghai. 


The reduction in the British Community and 
a curtailment of activities since the War, makes 
the provision for a Committee of 14 too large. It is 
proposed that there be 10 elected and 9 nominated 
members. One nominated member has been elimi- 
nated—the representative of The United Services 
Association which temporarily is not functioning. 


(Shanghai 


OLD RULE - PROPOSED AMENDMENT 


No. 7. (b) Without restricting the generality of After the words “last known place of address” 
the foregoing powers The Committee may, add “or by posting in the offices of the Association”. 
without further power or authority from Reason: Although it is not likely, it is possible 
the Members of the Association do any er’ that amendments may have to be made to the bye- 
all of the following things :— laws by your Committee when the usual channel 
(tz) to (tv) no change. of communication by post is not possible or avail- 
(v) make such bye-laws as the Committee able. Most organisations make such a provision in 
may deem necessary for the regulation their Constitution. 
of the affairs. of the Association and 
repeal, alter and amend the same. Notice 
of such bye-laws or any other notice to 
members shall be given to any member either 
by advertisement once in a Shanghai daily 
newspaper or by sending it through the post 
addressed to such member at his last known 
place of address. Any notice sent by post 
shall be deemed to have been served on the 
day following that on which it was posted 
and a certificate in writing signed by the 
Secretary that the notice was so addressed 
and posted shall be conclusive evidence 
thereof. All bye-laws of which notice has 
been given as aforesaid shall become binding 
on members until the ensuing Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting or until the holding of a 
Special General Meeting convened by the 
Committee for their consideration. At the 
Annual General Meeting all bye-laws made 
during the year shall be submitted for con- 
firmation. — ae 


As they have now been in your hands for some time and no amendments or com- 
ments have been received, I propose that they be approved. 


Mr. J. S. Barr seconded the proposal which, when put to the meeting, was carried 
unanimously. 


ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 
The Chairman then said:— 


The next item on the Agenda is the election of ten members who, with the repre- 
sentatives from the various British Societies, will form the General Committee for the en- 


suing year. As only ten nominations have been received I have to propose the following 
nominees :— : 


Mr. J. S. Barr Mr. W. J. Hawkings 

Mr. W. F. Bowling Mr. A. C. H. Kennett 
Mr. I. D. Bruce Mr. A. Pollock 

Mr. H. W. Carter Mr. W. B. Rae Smith 
Mr. J. N. Greenfield Mrs. M. C. Trivett 


The Vice-Chairman seconded the resolution which was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. | 


There being no further business to discuss Mr. R. D. Abraham proposed a vote of 


thanks to the outgoing Committee for their work during the past year, which was carried 
by acclamation. 


The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to the Secretarial Staff for the able and 
cheerful way they had carried out the. work of the Association, and to the Committee of 
the Country Club for allowing the meeting to be held on the Club premises, which was 
carried by acclamation. 
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Dear Far Eastern Department, 


: ont refers ge reer hcl. Slag Noe ALS to Nanking, 
par 2, and to related telegrams. | 

— A SB! 033/ Tos 
The “North China Daily News" put in a special 
box on its front page today the comment by Sir Ralph 
Stevenson on his arrival in London, namely “The communists 
are treating Britons correctly." 


We think it fair to say that in local opinion 
people have pretty well got the treatment they asked for, 


that correctness has been repaid with correctness, and 
so On. 
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SHANGHAI CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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Addressed to Nanking telegram Ne,248 o 
repeated for information to Shanghai. 


Since the end of 1948 we have been advising 
enguirers that British women and children should 
not proceed to any part of China, (Foreign Office 
Despatch No.830 of 1918 refers.) De you censider 
that this advice requires any modification? 


2. So far as wives and children of Foreign 
Service personnel are cencerned, we should not in 
any Gase prepese te send them eut without first 
consulting the man on the spet, as in the recent case 
ef Mrs. Bumstead, If many Foreign Service families 
are gent out in this way, hewever, it may be difficult 
to maintain our present advice te other enquiries, 
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F.0. telegram No. 1718 to Nanking 
was indeed designed to give guidance before the 
event, but it seems to have got thoroughly under 
the skin of H.M.C.G. Quite why is not apparent, 
for the views ckfticised were not hise 


It is of course for the Embassy to 
inform the various consulab offices in China of 
as much of our views as the Enbassy Epmgmxg considers 
necessarye I do not think that we have been in any 
way neglectful of the necessity of informing Nanking 


of our views. ff Ad 
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*. BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL : ) 4 
SHANGHAT. 


ey, 12/357'50) ss 86th January, 1950, 


Dear Department, 


I cannot escape some public appearances much..as 
I would like to in view of the obvious difficulties, which 
Have been’ so sharply inereased by both the content “and 
‘tone of Foreign Office telegram No.1718 of 20th December, 
L949 to Nanking. 


I was in real difficulty about speaking. to the 
Sino-British Cultural Association here... I had promised 
many months ago to.open the 1950 season for them, 
calculating that my official status would be clear by 
mid-January, and they held me to it. In the end I. 
decided that it would cause more comment if J called off 
than if I appeared. 


You will see that I took pains not to involve 
the Fergign Office in any responsibility for what I said, 
and to contrast-our methods with certain others. You 
will also gather that some of remarks had reference to 
local newspaper comment of anu friendly nature. Inci- 

dentally there are some grammatical errors: in the printed 
version which were not in the original text. 


I will not go into details, but there were 
interesting personages present and it has been whispered 
to me that the speech received a much wider audience than 
that in Shanghai. This is, of course, inevitable, 
Shanghai being what it is - in many practical ways the 
capital of China. 


/aAccordingly 


" Far Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
5. Wi. 


a Dae 


Accordingly I am hopeful that yoku¢will begin 
to take a more realistic view of our requirements here 
and let us have some useful guidance ahead of the event 
rather than wisdom after it, and I trust, although the 
telegram above referred to shakes my confidence, that 
your judgement of our shortcomings will be tempered with 
a little charity; we are doing our best. 


I have, of course, sent a copy of the speech 
to Hutchison. 


Yours ever, 


Speech for Sino-British Cultural Association Luncheon 
18th January, 1950. 


It is some months now since your British Chairman | 
did me the honour of asking whether I would give an address .§ | 
to this Association. I replied then that the time was not 
Pipe for me; a foreign official, still lacking recognised 
status, to hegin talking in public and I suggested that come 
January we might reconsider. danuary came and Mr. Price 
renewed his request, after the British Government had sent. 
its frank and friendly response to Chairman Mao's invitation | 
of October ist.  .IJ:agreed to epeak because, going: by all the ~ 
precedents, I believed I would be accepted immediately as 4 
British Consul-General and that I could freely and confidently | 
discourse with you in ithat capacity. There ‘has, however, 
been some delay, and I heve had to put my consular uniform 
back on its shelf. .- However, I am not disturbed. I see no 
harm in applying the steps of the YANG-KO to diplomacy - it 
will be good exercise for all of us, particularly for those 
gentlemen who have grown old and solemn in the practice of 
diplomacy. So far as I am concerned personally, I rejoice 
that there is only half a step back to three forward, and so 
I can join in with good RUMOUr , and I trust adequate grace. 


> tiepromste penarke expreseing Meanhe for 
echakatuLediana on the K.B.E. ~ acknowlédging satisfaction - 
but pointing out that strictly speaking I have no right to 
use the Knightly prefix until I attend an-investiture, | 
consequently as well ae being made to feel doubtful about my 
to ear irae Zi had to admit IT ‘was. ihe bogus 
ry: . | 


80 P perhaps. I, am . being ‘evasbene in Adee a 
to talk to you at all at this time. I can think of many of || 
the older-fashioned diplomats who would have arranged to be 1 
called far away on urgent business this morning; but, of 
course, that doesn:t work now hecause we can't get permits to 
travel. And anyway Mr. Frice said I just had to come -- 
that it was incumbent on me to shoulder my responsibility 
towards: the Sino-British Association. I am here, therefore, 
virtually in chains. . Mr. Price blew the smoke-rings of his 
persuasive and fragrant tobaccos around me and I could not . 
escape. Of course, I could put in my whole twenty minutes 
‘Galking about the "flowers that bloom in the Spring", but 
I don't want to be an escapist. Like most people nowadays 

' IT am weary of the evasions and equivocation which often 3 

passed for diplomatic wisdom in the old days. Modern public © 
opinion expects us to grapple with our facts, and to do it 4 
as far as possible in public. But there are obvious a 
limitations imposed by courtesy as well as prudence on what ‘ | 
I gan say about recent developments in the relations between | 
the People's Government and foreign governments, including 

my own. | 


The mention of my own government reminds me how 
fortunate I am, as a member of the British Foreign Service, 
in that I. have the discretion to decide whether or not to 
speak at this time, and what I should say, It is a matter 
of some importancé, not only to me but to all of you, that . 
our Foreign Office does allow its officers such wide | 
discretion. We are not tied down by rigid precepts, 
enforced by ruthless disciplines. The Foreign Officé will 
always support its officers in all their doings provided they © 
act competently, carefully and sensibly; and when mistakes 7 
are — they will readily be forgiven provided the error was | 


fone 


one which could not be avoided. Lane 26. tg 
Of course they are arastion’: ‘people in the Poréign 

Office and they judge to some extent -by results. If I were 
to say anything here which caused an explosion, shall we say, 
in the local press -- if I were incautiously to employ words 
which could ‘be picked out of their context and used ina 
hostile manner so as: to impede that smooth development of 
relations between our two countries which we all -sincerely 

-desire,- then of course the Foreign Office would be displeased. 
So I shall .be cautious and try to be fair to everybody, ‘but 
it is up to this audience really ‘to remember that I am NOT 
speaking here as a Minister or.a Consul-General or anything ~»- 
else. official. I_ am still a private individual = one who 
means well. I do not ask you to be partisan to any British 
point:of view; ‘all I ask is that you be intellectually 


honest and _— charitable. I am sure I can ‘count: 
on that. 


So, after all, despite ‘me. fact that this aia 
has had to be re-written twice -- I really cau) tell you 
-anything about the two versions. which were discarded except 
that they were both Beaahtans 5 sparkling with wit and | : 


with some ‘confidence. 

my sponsor \today is Dr. Yeh, of wiom. I night aise Bay that 
he is a fellow Scot since he lived for a number of years in 
Aberdeen, that city whose motto is “Bon Accord". That, I 
think, is auspicious. . We ‘want “Bon Accord” -between our 
two. countries. : pOtite ait ta BB yak id 
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tend. to. mnie men. into.. larger, 


pinterest occur, as they are bound. 


"| that they 
_ | faster if they get away. from earthy 
* | considerations from the dull and 


~=- | other type of culture, a type creat- 
-_jed from slave economies when a 
> _{ privileged 


few, thanks’ to the 
*;sacrifices of the ~ multitudes, 
found the’ means and ilei- 


feels and Sogny oe 
| members. o anotiier. Nex 
jae e within the tribe or 


comes .culture 

clan, and: that too can be strong so}. 
long as 4t is physically possible for| $ 
the: to maintain its cohesion. che ; 


have tended to break up such en- 


tities ahd: for some time-now: the} 


unit. has been the nation; so we 
talk about national cultures of one 
kind or another. Already, how- 
‘ever, the seers, reading the future, 

see the mind of man reaching be- 
bat It is clear that there are hu- 
‘man ties and interests which trans- 
cend national barriers and . which 


thge flicn | are 


den b: en. feats. The first | 


‘egetion to larger groupings more} >= 


often than not is fear of aggression. 
with all the consequent danger. of 
war. However, that is another 
‘question. 


- Seeking Common Ground 

Now, your’ Association bears’ 
witness to this realization that men 
of different nations, of different 
cultures, feel the need to get 
together and seek a common 
ground. They must, establish those 
values which are shared by Britain 
and China so that when clashes of. 


to occur; when misundérstandings 
arise, as they ara bound to arise, 
(EF hope never from illwill on either 
side although man is such a per- 
verse creature that we cannot 0oc- 
casionally rule that out) — I say 
that: when difficulties of any sort 
crop up, both sides will; be conscf- 
ous of the: good reasons why we 
should settle differences on the 


and mutual respect for territory 
and sovereignty, as it was so well 
phrased by Chairman Mao. I am 
sure you are conscious that. the 
Sino-British Association, has under- 
taken a-very difficult task. I am 
sure you do not expect any speedy 


self-interest holds it} | G ugh Se 
together: But modern conditions | *U2Y 2PFO 


gement. Then, of course, there is 


}Health Insurance to protect him— 
she latter developed by the present 


Sail hae | ora 


basis of equality, mutual benefit] 


or brilliant results, It is @ndeed a 
long-term project and you will en- 
counte, many disappointments. But 
I hope you will keep on. 


Feet On The Ground 


I hope, too, that you will always 
keep your feet on the ground. 
Those who pursue culture often 
tend to become precfous, to think 
are making progress 


mundane limitations of hard facts. 
I have no time for escapist culture. 
The world has seen much of an- 


-~ sure to devote themselves exclusi- 
ively to what they called culture. 
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>| in modern times men are much 
more ambitious. 


{to let all begin to unferstand and 
| to enjoy the benefits of culture. 
| Only thus can we hope for. general 
"| peace, harmony and peace among. 


foreign 


s ‘Conference to plan 
~+.{ for the economic betterment of. the 
» | Peoples-of what are called the 


‘ will be said by some that we in 


4 ' Fer one thing we British play never 
» to take action, or p 


It was often very good indeéd. But 


The aim today is 
to let all’partake of the Good Life; 


the’ nations. In this connection 
those of you who have access to 
néws will have heard with 
‘great interest, I am sure, the deci- 
sion, taken at the 
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mune 


5 Esbour, Liberal; Goan 

_ or Independent as} 
best. The way is’ 
for their 


To ry. 


> es wa: * 


se | by the Bri- 


by pater nf wise islation; he can 
bargain with a ee. at least 
on équal terms. He has even lat-| 
terly acquired, in many instances, |: 
the privilege of a voice in mana- 
and 


Unemployment Insurance 


permanent to the point where the 
ary ean ‘olaim ai} the 
issories ‘to gadd Health—teeth, 
ectacles, hearing~aids, artificial 
nl : and much more. We have 
hot, so far as I know, yet got to 
the point of setting up official 
beauty parlours, but with quite a 
number of women in Parliament 
now, and in view of the fact that 
the State is apparently accepting 
the obligation to make its citizens 
contented: and happy, we may well 
come to that. We may any day 
find something like this in the list 
of Parliamentary Questions: “Is the 
Hom. Member aware that in beauty 
parlour No. 954 in my constituency 
an assistant treating a wart on the 
face of Miss Angélina Snooks ap- 
plied inadvertently a quantity of 
the new atomic hair restorer, with 
the result that the lady has now 
grown a luxurious beard on one 
side of her face, and will the Hon. 
Mem. state whether his Depart- 
ment proposes to apply the lotion 
to the other side of the lady’s face 
in order to equalise the effect.” 


Fresh Ideals 


Now I am indeed not saying all 
this in order to impress you. our 
Chinese friends, with our achieve-: 
ments. We are only too well aware 
that internal difficulties in plenty 
still confront us in Britain and 
indeed will continue to crop up as 
long as men’s minds move on 
restlessly in pursuit of fresh ideals. 
Nor need I adjure you-to study 
what we have done so that you 
may avoid our mistakes. I am quite 
sure that you are doing that. My 
‘point rather is to emphasise that 
we do indeed understand what is 
happening in Asia and in this coun- 
try in particular; that we do sin- 
cerely sympathise with the urge of 
the Chinese people for progress. 1 
might now remind our own people 
that change has, in every country, 
brought dislocation and discomfort. 
They will not forget that exactly 
100 years ago the whole of Europe 
was shaking and reverberating 
from the widespread upheaval 
which began with. the revolutions, 
of 1848. But I believe I do not need 
‘to preach thus to our people.- We 
British have long realized that 
change was bound to come in Asia, 
that when it came it would pro- 
bably come with a rush — as 
indeed it has — and that there 
might well be an interruption in 
the life of foreign communities and 
in the foreign trade on which they, 
and of course China itself to an im- 
portant degree, depend for their 
prosperity. I ml ht a here | 

1s pe ' ossible 


ae 


under-developed areas; I suppose it 


| the British Commonwealth are, only 
| doing, that because we are forced. 
| That sort of argument always 
’ strikes me as somewhat unrealistic. 
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ain. It has always. — I think I yr 
correct in saying this — been well 
under two: per cent. of Britain’s 
foreign trade and the profits deriv- 
ed therefrom have been but a tiny 
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indeed we feel encouraged, ¢€ 

if at other times we feel a little 
discouraged by the occasional 
newspaper article 
reading, hardly seems to do jus- 
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“But”, you will say, “what about 
culture? We seem to have forgot- 
ten all about culture.” I say: “Not 
a bit of it.” Sino-British culture, if 
I may recall my simile of a flower, 
must have a favourable political, 
economic and social environment 


speak with complete honesty, such 
an environment is not yet. fully 
guaranteed, but we have faith, 
otherwise we would not be here; 
faith that there is no real obstacle 
to satisfactory diplomatic relations, 
that practical peoples such as we 
believe the Chinese to be and hope 
We are ourselves, cannot fail to 


which, to our) 


tice to our sincerity and willingness | 
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reach mutually beneficial economic 
arrangements, and confidence that 


social conditions in the New China. 


will not be such as to exclude any 
foreigner. willing to make his due 
contribution to the common wel- 
fare. 

I indeed feel satisfaction that*I 
can say here, from my personal 
experience, that people all over the 
world, so far as -I have had con- 
tact with them, are full of goodwill 
towards China. I have, in fact, had 
considerable contact with foreign 
peoples; I have travelled all over 
the Americas north and south; I 


have lived fora considerable time in 


the United States; I know the Near 
East well, and of course Europe. I, 
found that everywhere China ex- 
cites interest, goodwill and admira- 
tion. It is a melancholy fact that 
ignorance and misunderstandings 
frequently obscure that goodwill 
and pervert it. But that can be 
remedied withatime. and patience. 
I know that people. everywhere are 
watching eagerly to see how China 
develops; and if in the human order 
of things mistalke are made, then 
fey WL dily excused. 
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wishes for the success of the Sino-| _ 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 


( 5/18/35/50) 26th January, 1950. 


Dear Department, 


I cannot escape some public appearances much as 
I would like to in view of the obvious difficulties, which 
have been so sharply increased by both the content and 


tone of Poreign Office telegram No. 1718 of 20th December, 


I was in real difficulty about speaking to the 
Sino-British Oultural Association here. I had promised 
many months ago to open the 1950 season for then, 
calculating that my official status would be clear by 
mid-January, and they held me to it. In the end I 


decided that it would cause more comment if I called off 
than if I appeared. 


You will see that I took pains not to involve 
the Foreign Office in any responsibility for what I said, 
and to contrast our methods with certain others. You 
will also gather that some of my remarks had reference to 
local newspaper comment of an unfriendly nature. Inci- 
dentally there are some grammatical errors in the printed 
version which were not in the original text. 


I will not go into details, but there were 
interesting personages present and it has been whispered 
to me that the speech received a much wider audience than 
that in Shanghai. This is, of course, inevitable, 


Shanghai being what it is - in many practical ways the 
capital of China. 


/accordingly 


Far Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
8.W,1. 


: Accordingly I am hopeful that you will begin 
to take a more realistic view of our requirements here 
and let us have some useful guidance ahead of the event 
rather than wisdom after it, and I trust, although the 
telegram above referred to shakes my confidence, that 
your judgement of our shortcomings will be tempered with 
a little charity; we are doing our best. 


I have, of course, sent a copy of the speech 
to Hutchison. 


Yours ever, 


(Ss7, } il ve U.Va 


Nm 
BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL , 
SHANGHAT. 


yaw 45th February, 1950. 
( 1 /ab/ 3/50) 


Copied to: 4) 
Singapore, No. /5 
Peking No. & 
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Dear Department, 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Singapore 
to the Office of the Commissioner-General in South East 


Asia in connection with recent correspondence which you 
will have no difficulty in identifying. 


That correspondence has been seen by the First 
Secretary (Information) and he agrees with the terms of 
my reply of today's date. 


I had no intention of sending the enclosed 
letter to you but in view of what has croppéd up it is 
relevant. Much more in the same vein was said by persons 
representing various interests, but I will not attempt to 
repeat them and only mention them because they gave me a 


sense of satisfaction that my effort was considered very 
much worthwhile 


Yours ever, 


Far Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 


19th January, 1950 


CONF IDENT IAL 


Sir Robert Urquhart, K.Be Ee 9 C.M.G. + 
 H.BeM. Consulate-General, 

33 The Bund, 

Shanghai. 


My dear Bob, 


I would like to thank you formally not only for so : 
generously acceding to my request and agreeing to make an : 
address to the Association, in circumstances rather different = 
from what were anticipated when I first asked you, but also | 
for giving us such an exceedingly good speech. 


I think everyone realised how difficult your talk 
was. As one Chinese friend of mine put it afterwards, he 
came, interested not so much in what you were going to say as | 


how you were going to say it, and was full of admiration for 
your deft touch. 


The guest you met before lunch was very much 
impressed and picked out four points from your speech that 
particularly struck him. One, that in referring to 
recognition, you refrained from saying "srant", but put it 
as H.M.G.'s response to Chairman Mao's invitation. Two, 
that you were modest as well as accurate in defining your 
own position. Three , that you made several acknowledge- 
ments of Chairman Mao's actions and pronouncements. Four, 
that you referred to acknowledgements by the British comnu- 
nity of certain improvements since the government took over. 


I understand he was to go straight on to a meeting 
at which Yao, the Chairman of the East China Zone, was to be 
present and to whom he would report on our proceedings. 


It occurred to me you would like to know the 
reactions of this man, which were entirely favourable and 
show, as I was convinced would be the case, what a good turn 
you did us by coming to speak to us. 


Again, many thanks, 


Yours ever, 


(SGD.)  DICK(PRICE). 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 
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I understand that Mr. Ovadia is not alone and 
that Mr. Keswick considers that he too, as the head 


hae not be given an exit permit ( private 


In our telegram No. 32 to Peking (not att 'a), 
we asked Mr. Hutchison to take up the general question 
of the resumption of freedom of travel for U.K. 


nationals, and Specifically freedom to leave China. 


We can only await developements. 


P.D.Coatese 


28th. Febrwry 


R hutanfrae Shag & ed vide 


Rit Ge 


ono dye ak) . 


? 
asae Ut Fev , 


9 shiv be Caft> Mae Cumin. An 
Cine Dre tebrty has bir Lente 


Ao aw. 


/8. 


APL y ty se 
$f, ado eeu 
as « 


eT TIN 
nd ae. a por “¢ é ath BS : 
Re 


~ As 


fat? Se PRS 
at hs 

ee ay ¥ 2 

a a? 


" 


ofr a Poe aT : hie ae c 
REY Tl 9 RAR API TIO MES cs, NES erctayes 
. rete “ 2 ify oy J. 


. 


f ? A a4 i , é ; . teh Soha 

: t ues) 4 tne ; se " Me 4 ye oe ee 4 J : i, 

Po Soh J x ; ; ; ‘ f eee ae Le : . eat as . - 

nian - ak TMA IE ek LL aoe Se wis ih a Be eS Baw oy 

7 : - SL TA 

Sty FORGE 4 PA SORE SIRE CT BR ibe —— — 
FER tee PP ry Py a sek: 

, a Sey et Ep aS 


4 ’ yt at bys fey fe C is ‘ 
PLES OR MB RLS RL? SAA ARETE TTT + $$$ 1A, 
i  ReonaD a! So Pi os Vee Eh Re ka eaaUe wate? Ren Se 
a ae A yr ae ‘ J 4 Sih i 
Vi : “| 2 ; * 7 « + $ 


“iy 


re 8 nee Pat a : i : . } ‘ 4: 
PP OIE M Rete 
An f ‘ / : -" 3 te aR as 
“ Lah + 


f # he 

t is Phi 

py 
ih 


Yi et Ded 
SH 
; ee 


ae 
oN Sg ag 
oe 


* = eAiek _ —— —s ~ . “wa em 
- SMe: Re re Dap at aot Sere, Daan SS Se ; iat Ste ae tae A eS SS er a a 4 
% Pye Be ; hn 1 fas Sonia See, aa nS oe ee eS, eee is nd ete tw . A Peas: & ‘ = oe Page ees - q ie = ~g 
ae LEE SE OR ge = : . 3 eee See : Z # aoe Fe ; Py Pe oy ee ee sis - 
5 valet fe 4 
é sea . 


PE GEN SSS 


SHANGHAI, 23rd January 1950. 


My dear D, 


I am sorry to have to trouble you over a personal 
matter, but I think it is important enough to warrant it. 


I am very much afraid that unless I obtain official 
assistance, it is most unlikely that I shall be allowed to 
leave China, as I am held here as a hostage because of our 


connection with a Company known as Central Properties Ltd. 
Here are the facts: 


In 1934, the Bank of China, ourselves and other 
interests, floted a Company known as Central Properties Ltd., 
for the purpose of financing the Hardoon family with a Loan 
of C.N.C.$18,000,000. which was granted to them for a period 
of 10 years. This Loan carried a Silver Clause, embodying 
repayment in Silver or the counter-value thereof in case 
of currency depreciation, and it was further secured by a 
number of Properties belonging to the Hardoon family. 


The Company was capitalised at C.N.C.$1,800,000 
divided into 180,000 Shares of C.N.C. $10. each, and it 
then proceeded to issue C.N.C.$18,000,000.- of Debentures, 
also secured by a Silver Clause, the principal Share Holders 
and Debenture Holders in each case being the Bank of China, 
who took up one-third of the total Share issue, i.e. 30,000 
Shares,and Debentures in the amount of C.N.C.28,000,000. 
against the total Debenture issue of C.N.C.$13,000,000. 


After the Company was formed, the Banking Company 
were appointed Trustees for the Debenture Holders and the 
Title Deeds registered in their name, and E.D.Sassoon & Co.Ltd 
were appointed Managers of the Company. 


The affairs of the Company proceeded normally until 
the Pacific War and, so far as I was Bere se COUROTRS 
I only appeared as a Director of the Yompany in 1939, after 
Davey left us. In January 1946, after re-starting operations 
in Shanghai, the Hardoon interests, notwithstanding the 
depreciation of the Chinese currency and the terms of the 
Silver Clause securing the Loan, endeavoured to repay it in 
local currency plus Intevest, on the basis of dollar for dollar. 
This would have meant the fulfilment of their obligations by 
the disbursement in local currency being the equivalent of 
say about £600. against a Loan originally worth over £1,000,000. 


Ba 


As a senior representative of the Sassoon 
interests in Shanghai at that time, i.e Manager of the 
Banking Company, Director of E.D.Sassoon & Co.Ltd., and 
Chairman of Central Properties Ltd., a post which I hed 
to assume because there were no other Directors left 
in Shanghai, I immediately called a Meeting of the 
Debenture Holders to discuss their position. At this 
Meeting at which over 60% worth of Debentures were 
represented -— the Bank of China holding being about 
C.N.$7,000,000 - it was umanimously agreed that the Company 
should refuse to accept payment on the basis of dollar 
for dollar, but that, however, it was too early for the 
Company to take legal steps to obtain repayment of the 
Loan on the basis of the Silver Clause in abSence of 
legislation in force at that time, and that the Trustees, 
i.e. the Banking Company, would be deemed to have fulfilled 
their obligation by refusing to accept the payment tendered 
by the Beraoon family and retaining the Security, i.e. 
the Title Deeds, in their name. 


| That is how the matter stood until August 1949. 

At that time, the new regime having taken control of the 
Bank of China, Shanghai Branch, and having found amongst 

its assets the Debentures referred to, sent a representative 
to see me to ask what we proposed to do about the matter. 


I clearly explained to this representative that 
we had no vital interest in this business; that our position 
was still the same as it was after the meeting of Debenture 
Holders held in 1946; that in our opinion nothing could 
really be done until legislation governing the repayment 
of Debentures of this nature was passed by the People's 
Government of Chine and, that in any case, the rights 
of the Debenture Holders were secured because the Trustees, 
the Banking Company, still held in their possession the 
Title Deeds covering the security. 


Subsequently, at the request of the Bank of China, 
who insisted in bringing the matter to a head, I called 
several Meetings of Debenture Holders to review the position 
officially. 


About six weeks ago, the Debenture holders decided 
(please remember that the Bank of China alone have complete 
mority, and if supported by other Chinese Banks, hold between 
them over 70% of the Debenture issue now outstanding) that 
the Company should take the case to Court. This was done, but 
the case was thrown out of Court pending the deposit of 


Court Fees/ 


-4- 


amounting to 2 huge sum. This deposit could not be provided 
by the Debenture Holders and, at a subsequent Debenture 
Holders! Meeting held on January 19th, 1950, it was 

decided to withdraw the Court case, but to apply for an 
injunction from the Shanghai People's Gourt that the Properties 
which constituted the Security for the Debentures, be 

handed over to the People's Bank of China, Trust Department, 
for management for the benefit of the Debenture Holders. 

This is how the position stands today. 


At this point, you will quite rightly reason 
that this is purely a Company affair, so how can I personally 
be affected, and this is where the position becomes fantastic: 


At the end of October 1949 in accordance with the 
instructions to meet him and discuss policy, I applied for an 
exit visa. It was only after two months of continuous 
enquiries that I gathered unofficially that I could not 
leave the country because I had not fulfilled my obligations. 
On investigation, these obligations were found to be 
connected with the Central Properties case. This is not a 
surmise - it has now been confirmed. I have been able to 
ascertain, and this has also been confirmed, that at the 
first “eeting I had with the representative of the Bank 
of China in August last year, he misunderstood my remarks 
when I said we had no vital interest in this matter. He took 
this remark to mean that I was not co-operative; that I 
was trying to put the Bank of China off in what they 
considered to be their rightful demands in obtaining some 
sort of reimbursement for the Debentures they held: In point 
of fact, what I actually had in mind when I used the words 
tno vital interest" was that we had no financial interest. 

Be that as it may, however, a report was handed over about 

my so-called non-co-operation, to the “hanghai Military 
Control Commission, Finance Department, and the latter 
immediately notified the Foreign Affairs Bureau of the Security 
Policy that, under no circumstances whatsoever, should I be 
allowed to leave the cowmtry and an exit permit granted to me. 
In fact, the Security Police were notified to this efféct 

in August last year, even long before any thoughst of 

departure were entertained. 


I have tried repeatedly to explain to the Authorities 
that tiis involves a Company matter, that I, as an individual, 
should not be affected, and that whether or not I leave 
Shanghai temporarily, Central Properties Ltd. under the 
control of its Board of Directo#s, the Banking Company 
through its Management, and E.D.Sassoon & Co., Ltd., also 
through theirs, would still continue to operate in Shanghai, 


and fulfil such obligations as devolved upon then. 
These protests have, so far, been of no avail. 


I would therefore ask you please to take up 
this matter with the Foreign Office, and find out 
whether they are prepared to assist me in this 
connection by making representations to the relative 
Authorities in Peking vie our Representative there, 
as I feelthat unless official pressure is brought to 
bear, I may be held here indefinitely. 


Il have given you in this letter the facts of 
the case, on which I am still working at.this end. 
Incidentally, to avoid complicafions, when you 
receive this letter, would you send me a short cable 
to find out whether any_new developments have occurred, 
before approaching the “oreign Office. Urquhart, our 
C-G knows about this position, end he has naturally 
promised to help as soon as he can contact somebody, 
which at the present moment it has not as yet been 
possible for him to do. 


Yours ever, 


L.OVADIA. 
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Your telegram No. a Fe Oty as 


Commonwealth Nations in Formosa. 
Appreximate numbers are 

United Kingdom 65. 

Australian 6. 

Canadian 13. 

New Zealand 2. 

Indian 1. 

Colonial territories 27. 


DISTRIBUTED TO: 
Far Eastern Department 


Commonwealth Liaison Department 
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Charge d'Affaires 
His Mayjesty’s Mantster; Peking, presents his compliments 


to H.M. Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; 


and transmits herewith three coy: Les of the undermentioned 
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Reference to previous despatch : 


Description of Inclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


March 1950: Minutes. Annual General Meeting of 
British Residents at Tientsin 
Club. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BRITISH 
RESIDENTS HELD AT THE TIRNTSIN 


ji CLUB ON MONDAY ,MARCH 15H, 1950 
“3 at 5.p.m. , 


PRESENT: Chairman: Mr. §.L.Burdett, M.Ce, H.M.eConsil—General © 


Comittee: Messrs: WePryor, C.BeE., R»P.eDobson (Hon Sec.) 
H.V.Bridge, @.S.Dunkley, L.G.Frost, R.Y.¥rost 
and M.C.Halton. 


Residents: Mr. & Mrs.P.C.Doering, Miss E,Ewing, Mr. F.A. 
Faircnild, Mr. F.A.Brown, lir.P.Hartley, Mr. 
E.G.Bissett, Mr. We O'Hara, Mr. AeStrachan, Mrs. 
G.S»Dunkley, Mr. T.H.Warmsley, Mr. &K.O.Butler, 
Mr. LeM.Burfett, Mr. DeEckford, Kir. C.T.Marshall 
Mr. J-V.Webb, Mr. J.H Winter, Mr. W.F.K.Telfer, 
Mr. O.Beasley, Mrs. W.rryor, Mrs. J.W.H Grice, 
Mr. & Mrs. F.S.Turner, Mr. K.R.Quick, Mr. H.V. 
Bridge, Mr. J.W-eCameron, Mr. R.D.-Adams, Mr. Le 
Fabian, Rev. A.P.Cullen, Kir. M.J.P.Keating,lir. 
C.W.CeHughes, Mr. W.H.Richardson, lir. D. O'Hara, 
Mrs. S.L.Burdett, Mr. « Mrs. J.W.Wdgar, Rev, 

A Briggs, Mr. R.W.Praser, lirs. D.MacKenzie, Nr. 
P.k.S.Walsham, iiss &. Binks. 


Visitors (from Shanghai) Mr. John Keswick C.M.G., Mr. 
JeLangford. 


The Meeting was opened by the Cheirman and the notice convening the 
Meeting was read by the Honorary Secretary. 


The Chairman then called upon the Honorary Secretary, Mr. R.P.Dobson, 
to read the report of the British Community Interests Committee for 
the year ended 3lst December, 1949, which he did as follows:- 


Report of British Community Interests Committee for the year ended 
Olst December, 1949 


At the last Annual General Meeting in March 1949 your Committee 
was re-elected en bloc and consisted of Messrs. Pryor, MacKenzie, 
Cowell, Halton, Dobson, Bunkley and L.G.Frost. During the year 
various changes were made owing to departurefrom the port and 
your Committee today are Messrs. Pryor, H.V.Bridge, E.J.Cowell, 
RsP.Dobson, G.S.Dunkley, L.G.Frost, ReY.Frost and M.C.eHalton. Mr. 
JeA.Andrew served as Honorary Secretary during part of the year, 

The Consul General, Mr. S.L.Burdett, attended all meetings and gave 
us the benefit of his advice and support. 


During 1949, as compared with 1948, there was a marked change 
in the relative size and importance of your Committee's activities, 
and this change is reflected in the items of expenditure recorded 
in the accounts, 


This report will deal briefly with our activities in the order 
in which they are mentioned in the Income and Expenditure Account 
copies fo which are before you. 


Charity comes first, with expenditure over the year of 
£1,640.9s8.10d (we should mention here that whenever we use foreign 
currency figures as items of expenditure, we mean, of course, the 
equivalent in Jen Min currency converted at the official rate). Out 
of this £1,640.9s.10d a total of nineteen individuals, including 
children, received assistance, in some cases amounting to their full 
support. All who received aid were entitled, for one reason or 


Se 


PB other, to British protection. Two families were repatriated 
to the United Kingdom during the year, but some of the remainder are 
likely to continue to be in Tientsin and to depend upon our aid and 
perhaps others will come forward who have not yet appealed to us, 
Our donations for this purpose are constantly reviewed and we can 
assure you that no money goes where it is not needed. Payments in 
charity for the first two months of 1950 averaged £85. . 


Next, the School, ¢ xpenditure at £190.15.4d was mainly 
in respect of winding-up,since the Grammar School virtually ceased 
to function at the end of Christmas Term in 1948. Mrs Helton and 
later Mrs. Engstrom carried on the name of the School with small 
Kindergarten classes throughout 1949, but at the end of the year 
it was decided that Tientsin Grammar School should no longer con- 
tinue to operate even in mame. <Any further expenses will be for 
maintenance or transfer of the School property, which is at present 
stored free of charge by Shell Company. 


We now come to the last major item of expense,£287.36.6d 
shewn against Tientsin Race Club. During November last year the 
Stewards of the Race Club informed us that the Country Club section 
was in acute financial difficulties, and asked for financial 
assistance. 


Now, this eventuality had been considered earlier in the 
yeer. We had consulted the B.C.I. Committee in Shanghai, and they 
had informed us that they not only considered keeping the Country 
Club in existence to be a proper use for B.C.I. funds, but would 
undertake to come to our assistance if our funds were insufficient 
to méet obligations for this purpose. The Country Club being almost 
the last amenity available in Tientsin to the foreign community, 
your Committee decided to underwrite the Club's monthly deficit 
for a period of six months. This undertaking was made on the 
understanding thet the Stewerdsvwuld make every effort to economize 
in the running of the Club, that subscriptions wuld be maintained 
at the highest level it was felt that members in general could 
afford, and that other foreign communities would also be asked to 
subscribe. In fact the American, French, Belgian and German 
communities did subscribe, and are subscribing, in proportion to the 
numbers of their citizens in the Club, 


The Hospital continued to function throughout the year to 
the great advantage of the Comunity, and I will now read you the 
report of the International Hospital Sub-Committees 


During the year, 169 patients were admitted to the 
Hospital of whom 38 were British, 15 American, 59 Chinese, 61 
Russian and 16 of other nationalities, making a total of 2075 
patient days. There were 71 operations; 20 births and 122 X-ray 
examinations. 7 deaths occurred during the period under review. 


Your Committee continued to make every effort to cover 
the running expenses without charging fees that patients 
could ill afford or impairing the high standard e»pscted. 


The fees cherged were the equivalent of US$ 4.00 and US% 
5-00 respectively, for First and Second Class beds to British and 
American nationals, and US$ 5.00 and US , 4.00 to others, 


The excess expenditure over income for the year 1949 
amounted to only is 203.82. This satisfactory position wag > 
undoubtedly due to the excellent manner in which Mrs. Warmsley 
and the Hespital staff carried out their duties, and also we. 
were fortunate in being able to bartém fairly large quantities of 
drugs presented by UNRRA and ECA for coal and other commodities. 


aati shee ccm GAS) ME TRS SIRF wt capt ab cde ni cit topiabel Pe ee EE ee ae 


Det MiNi aon 


opal es ay EBay pee, , & : 


MwS/RO uS 


Az The unexpected imposition of the Industry and Commerce 
Tax amounting to more than the total deficit was unsuccessfully 
resisted on the grounds that the Hospital is a@ non-profit meking 
institution but it is hoped that no further payments will be demande 


The above deficit has been financed out of Hospital funds 
and no call was made on the Parent Committees for funds. However, 
with the impending devarture of a large number of American residents 
and the continued decrease in the number of British nationals residing | 
in Tientsin, it is most likely that the Hospital fill be unable to 
maintain itself during 1950, 


Your Committee wish to record with thanks the great 
assistance given to the Internetional Hospital by Dr. J.W.H.Grice, 
who is at all times ready to give a helping hand. Grateful thanks 
are also tendered to all those who donated articles to the Hospital. 
and so kept expenses down to a minimum, 


(Signed) M.C.Halton (Chairman) 
L.G. Frost 
R.Ye frost 
R.& McCann 
ReStillyard. 


The accounts shew that at the end of the year we had 
considerable assets, amounting in all to £8,678.17s.lld. In present 
circumstances we do not propose to budget for the coming yeer, but 
it is the feeling of your Committee that, in spite of these substan- 
tial funds - a large proportion of which were contributed by persons 
no longer resident in Tientsin -—- an attempt should be made in the 
coming year to raise funds locally to cover current expenditure on 
charity. You will remember that, owing to the uncertainty of the 
situation, no appeal for funds was made in the year 1949. It is now 
felt that @ considerable number of residents have made no contribution 
to local B.C.I. funds, and the outgoing Committee will recommend to 
the incoming Committee thet a new appeal for funds should be launched 
early in the year 1950, 


(Digned) W.Pryor (Chairman) 
H.V.bridge, 
B.J.-Cowell 
R.P.Dobson 
G.S.Dunkley 
L.G. Frost 
R.Y. Frost 
MeC.Halton,. 


Mir. Pryor; As Chairinan of the B.C.I. Committee I beg to propose that 
the Committee's report as read be adopted and that the accounts for 
1949 as presented be passed, | 


This report is a factual one dealing with our activities 
during the past year but it includes a@ suggestion that the incoming 
Committee should raise further subscriptions during the coming year, 
to meet expenses in connexion with charity cases. For this reason 
and also because so many of the present British residents of Tientsin 
are new-comers to the port, Ifeel that I should recall briefly for 
everyone s benefit how this B.C.I. Committee came into being and 
what its objects are, 


Before the War the Social Services on which we all depended 
were provided by the British Municipal Council. These services we 
lost during the war with the surrender of extraterriboriality and the 
Concessions and something had, after the war, to be done to build 
them up again with our own energy and et our own expense. The 
Americans were in the same need and were both anxious and willing 
to take their share of the responsibility and the expense. From 
this followed the formation , early in 1947, of a B.C.1I.Committee 
to take care of British Community interests and an A.C.I. Committee 
to take care of American interests, each parent committee agreeing to 


Pt int representatives to form joint sub-committees to establish and 
-s@p- School, & Hospital and a Cemetery. These arrangements worked 
excellently and ample funds became available, 


The record of this work achiev3d in 1947 and 1948 jointly 
with the ACIC included: 


1) the setting up of & School on British Prepéeratory School lénes. 
This School proved & success but had unfortunately to be closed 
down at the end of 1948 owing to lack of children, 


2) the taking over of the British Red Cross Hospital, that had been 
established with the help of the British Red Uross, soon after 
the war ended, and re-establishing it in its present premises 
under the name of the Internationel Hospital. The excellent 
manner in which this Hospital is being run and for which great 
credit is due to Mrs. Wermsley's management and Dr. Grice's 
supervision, is well known to uS.e 


3 ) the obtaining of a Cemetery, which.is the property of the 
Amsrican comunity, but whose control and use is shared by us: 


4) the rej-hnebilitation of the Swimming Pool on Péerkes oad, which 
made it possible to revive the Tientsin Swimming Club. ‘This 
Swimming Pool has during the last two years proved a greet boon 

to our community - especially to its youn;er memoers who are 

not members of the Country Club, 


| But conditions have now changed and the focus of our 
attention is now directed rather towards the maintenance of the 
amenities that we have and to the support of those in distress, 


You have heard from our report that we have been spending 
money on the support of the Country Club and quite considerable sums 

on charity. It has also been suggested that we should continue to 
support the Country Club from our existing recourses but that though 
our funds on hand gare considerable fresh subscriptions should this 

year be raised to help in meeting the cause of charity. Now the 
reasons for this difference in the treatment or use of our funds is 
this :; More than 85% of the total contribution to our funds has been 
contributed by the larger firms, whose Head Offices are not in Tientsin 
and who always have been angious that their money should be used to 
maintain social and recreational amenities in Tientsin at such a level 
that Tientsin may offer a happy home for their staff and families. 

In our opinion, therefore, the maintenance of the Country Club is a 
fair charge on the funds contributed already, but the same can hardly 
be @gaid of funds required to support destitutes. We feel, that it is 
the duty of the more fortunate members of our present community to 

take their share in supporting the less fortunate members of the 
community. Much, it is true, is already being done privately by 
Tientsin residents to help our charity cases and I would like here to 
record , with gratitude, the generous work that has been done by 

the ladies of the All Saints’ Church Womens’ Guild in visiting the 
destitute and in providing them, especially those whom we have shipped 
home, with clothes and other necessities, | 


There is just one further remark that I should like to make 
before ending’, and that is to remind everyone that during the last 
three years we have worked closely and happily with our American 
friends. Their community is now dwindling at a faster rate than is 
our own but this will not, I hope, mean that our connexions with the 
A.C.I.C. will in any way be gitered nor that our joint efforts will 


| in any way be weakened. | 


Chairman; Mr. Pryor has proposed the report and accounts be adopted 
as presented, Will anyone second that proposal ? 


On the proposal being seconded by Mr. P.C.Doering it was 
passed unanimously. 


5. 


ak a an The next business is the election of 4 new Committee for 

: 1050. As last year, no nominations havd been received for & new 
Committee, but that only means, I hope, that the community is well 
satisfied with the work done by the old Committee and would like 
to see them re-elected en bloc. The outgoing Committee have 
expressed to me their willingness to continue to serve should the 
community wish them to do so and I therefore suggest that this kind 
dfer be accepted and that the present committee be asked to serve | 
again without the necessity of a special ballot, 


Mr. K.ReQuick proposed and Mr. W.F.K.Telfer seconded the 3 
re-election of the Committee en bloc, which was passed unanimously. | 


Chairman: Ladies and Gentlemen - I have afew remarks to make before 
we proceed with other business, and I shall be brief. 


A You Will have noticed that we have with us & visiting 
fireman from Shanghai in the shape of Mr. John Keswick, who had done 

us the honour of attending our meeting today. On behalf of the 

British community I should like to extend to him a most cordial 

welcome, and to express our gratitude for the fatherly interest 

which he has taken in the welfare of our community at Tientsin 

despite his own heavy responsibilities at Shanghai, We also wish 

to give him our heartiest congratulations on the honour conferred 

upon him by H.M. the King in recognition of his distinguished services. 


/ Since our last meeting we have survived another year; 
another twelve months, each one of which presented its crop of 

difficulties. However, our people have long since appreciated 
that changes of a revolutionary nature were bound to take place 
in this country, that they would probably come suddenly and that 
they might well involve an interrgption in the life of foreign 
communities and in foreign trade on which they, and also the 
Chinese to an important degree, depend for their prosperity. 
Being a nation of shop-—keepers, we move with the times and in 
1945 our Government negotiated a Treaty for the relinquishment 
of our extra-territorial rights. In sympathy with Chinese 
asperations, we abandoned those special privileges which had caused 
friction during the period between the two World Wars. Our relations 
with the Chinese were thenceforth based on generally accepted 
principles of international law and practice, and we expect neither 
more not less than that such difficulties as might crop up between 
our two peoples should be settled - in the words of Mao Tze-tung — on 
a basis of equality, mutual benefit and mutual respect for territory 
and soverignty. We have relied upon Chairman Mao's promise that 
law-abiding foreigners would receive such treatment and would suffer 
no harm, but in Tientsin our willingness to work with the new 
order has not so far met with any encouraging response. Though 
we are still held very much at arm's length, we must continue to hope 
that, as China frees herself from the stresses and strains of civil 
war, the restrictions imposed upon foreigners will be relaxed, and 
we must assume that British subjects in China will receive no less 
favourable treatment than is accorded to Chinese citizens in Britain - 
particularly as regards freedom of movement - Our Charge d ‘Affaires 
has arrived in Peking and with the return of Chairman Mao and the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs from Moscow, there is now some prospect 
that obstacles to the establishment of satisfactory diplomatic 
relations may be removed. The fact that both China and Great 
Britain are faced with severe economic problems as a result of the war 
should be a powerful argument in favour of a speedy revival of 
Sino-British trade, To us. it seems obvious that such a development 
should be of mutwal benefit and it is one which we have wery much 
at heart. Let us hope that Mr. Hutchison's long association with 
the commercial aspect of diplomacy will augua well for the success 
of his present mission to Peking. | 


Now - as regards the report of your Committee, I heartily 


6e 


cGrmer se Mr. Pryor's remarks about the necessity for contributions 

t et the expenditure which will be necessary in respect of 
charity during the coming year. In this connexion I should like 
to remind you of some of the inspiring words addressed to us by 
The King in the course of his broadcast on Christmas Day to the 
peoples of Great Britain and the British Commonwealth of Nations 
both at home and abroad —- His Majesty said that the whole world 
was watching Britain to see how she bore herself in the test of 
character which her recovery involved, and that, if not the whole 
world, certainly the greater part of it is longing to see Great 
Britain and the British Commonwealth keeping their place and able 
to pull their full weight among the great Democracies. He warned 
us that our recovery is going to be tough business and that, if we 
are to see it through - as we shall - we must put the good of our 
country first all the time. With sure insight. and<complete 
confidence in the spirit of his people His Majesty also pointed 
out that difficult days bring to us an opportunity of showing those 
great qualities of human nature - sourage, perseverance, endurance, 
wnselfishness and public spirit; qualities with which, on our long 
history, sons and daughters of our race have net and overcome many 
crises. And each one of us who day by day tries in that spirit 
to do his duty can surely feel that he is doing his share to win 
through these dangerous times, so that we may more certainly and 
sooner be equipped to play the full part that we ought to play in 
the world, 


One of the first tasks of our newely elected Government 
will be the preparation of the Budget, which must inevitably impose 
severe burdens upon our heavily-taxed people at home. Very few 
British subjects who are resident abroad pay United Kingdom Income 
Tax, and in loyalty to our King and Country it is our duty to ensure 
that the less fortunate members of our community at Tientsin shall | 
not become a charge on His Majesty’ s Government. 


reduced by more than 50% since 1948, It now numberes 100 men, 77 
women and 24 children ( under the age of 17 years) - total 201 
persons, of whom 44 heads of families and 40 single individuals 

can be considered as potential subscribers. Ip order that we may have 
some idea of our commitments with regard to charity, I am going to 
ask your incoming Committee to discuss the matter at this meeting and 
give us the benefit of their views as to the amount of money likely 
to.be required for charitable disbursements this year., the average 
subscription which they would wish to receive from each of us, and 

the manner in which our contributions should be made, 


| The British community resident in Tientsin has been 


In conclusion - I wish to take this opportunity of recording 
the pleasure which I know was shared by all of us, and by many of 
our friends in the international foreign community of Tientsin, on 
hearing the news of the decorations awarded in the New Year Honours | 
to Wilfred Pryor and Andreas Franklin. For a number of years 
Wilfred has taken an important part in British activities in this 
area, and I am sure you will agree that the successful conduct of 
the Tientsin British Community Interests has been due in no small 
measure to his able leadership and the faithful service so willingly 
given by him at all times. Andreas, as you know, did an outstanding 
job of work during his very difficult tour of duty at Tientsin, and 
I eam glad to know that he is now serving in the Far Eastern Yepartmen 
of the Foreign Office where he can keep an experienced eye on our 
problems. Our mail service leaves much to be desired nowadays but 
I managed recently to borrow a copy of " The Times” of January 2nd 
inwhich was published the New Year Honour List. Though the . 
Foreign Office list was remarkably short, China was well represented 
and we in Tientsin can derive encouragement from the recognition 
by His Majesty the King to ‘ne services of two sgt Trae to. 
whom we owe s0 much 
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(ol yan With regard to other business —- are there any matters 

which anybody wishes to bring up ? If not - I would like the Committee 
to express their views on the amount of the subscriptions which they 
consider it is necessary to raise this year to meet expenses on 
charity and how they suggest the subscriptions should be paid, 


Mr. Pryor. Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen - Before proceeding to 
speak on this matter of suoscriptions I would, in the first place, 
like to tnank Mr. Burdett for the kind manner in which he referred 
to me in his address, I should also like, on my own behalf and on 
that of the Committee, to endorse Mr. Burdett's expressions of 
happiness at Having Mr. John Keswick with us today. Mr. Keswick 

as Chairman of the Shanghai British Community Interests Committee 
has throughout the last three years taken the greatest interest in 
our affairs and has always been ready to give us help and advice 

Our Committee is in no way subordinate to Shanghai but the interests 
of the British community throughout China are indivisible. 


Details as regerds subscriptions to be raised this year 
have not yet been thought out or discussed by the outgoing Committee 
and this is a matter that will have to be dealt with by the incoming 
Committee and advised to the community in the form of an appeal, 
Last year we expended approximately £1,600 on charity; we are at 
present expending £85 per month. The present size of our community 
has been given as approximately 200 ( men, women and children), 
while a further check of the residents discloses that there are 
only 44 heads of families and 40 single persons who may be regarded as 
potential subscribers. If, therefore, we can anticipate having 
to pay no more in the coming year on charity than we have done in 
the past year, we should require at least an average of £20 per 
annum from each potential subscriber. There are many among the 
community ( not considered potential subscribers) who cannot afford 
anything, but among the potential subscribers there are those who 
could pay an average figure, there are those who could pay more than the 
average and there are those who could only afford something less than 
the average, 


Our expenditure 6n charity is in local currency but owing 
to the depreciation of currency the Committee would no doubt prefer 
to receive subscriptions as far as possible in sterling. The 
difficulties caused by the recent restrictions on the withdrawal of 
sterling from China accounts can, we believe, be overcome by 
application to the Bank of England. 


I hope I have given my general views sufficiently well 
to give an idea of what is expected so that unless we have further 
views expressed on the matter the incoming Committee can isis id 
and work out the details. 


Mr. John Keswick: I would like to thank you for your kind words. 

L just happen to be Chairman of the British Community Interests — 
Committee, Shanghau - I am in no way a superman: -—- and whilst 

the policy of our Committee is to help in every way we can, I 

would remind you that " charity begins at home". This year we ourselves 
are very short of funds and our problems in Shanghai are terrific. 

I have been very interested in listening to what your Committee had to 
say, and any problems you may put up to us will always receive sympat- 
hetic condiseration, but I would suggest that you do your utmost to 
help yourselves. We have many Scotsmen on our Committee and these 
Scots are very apt to look very carefully into figures when asked for 


assistance, 


I am very glad to be here this evening and do thank you for 
the kind things you have said about me. 


Mr. Pryor : I would like to say, on behalf of everyone, how grateful 
-we are to Mr. Burdett not only for presiding at this meeting but for all 
the help that he continually has given us and for all the interest he 
has always taken in our afftirs and in the work of are Committee. He 
has attended all our meetings. 


(App lause ) * 
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LONDON, E.C.3. 


lith May, 1950. 


Dear Mr. Dening, 


I would refer you to the call I made on you 


on February 16th when we discussed the question of the 

free movement of British Nationals in China with particular 
reference to the case of our General Manager, Mr. Ovadia, 

a copy of whose letter of January 23rd I left with you. 

I now write to inform you that we have had a 
telegram from Mr. Ovadia in Shanghai stating: "Exit 
permit now available", 

I wish to express to you on behalf of our 
organization our appreciation of the sympathetic hearing 
you gave me at our Meeting in February, and for any help 
that it has been found possible to give us. 

Yours sincerely, 
/ : A 
nN ane oe Pam 
(A. K. MacEwan) 
M. E. Dening, Esq., C.M.G., O.5.E., 
Assistant Under-Secretary of State, 


Foreign Office, 
5 oW.1. 
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put orally to members of the Consulate staff seem 
largely pointle and are presumably designed 
merely to badge®people. under interrogation. Some 
of them are mildly humiliating, but on the whole 
les i han one might have expected. 


Nets Us Trench. 
25th May, 1950. 


There is something a little alarming and C& 


undesirable about this cross-examination by the j 


Chinese of H.M. Consul General at Hankow and his 
staff. While there are probably no immediate 


sinister intentions, there meoN De Some ne thod in —— 
the questions asked and we would be unwise to write 


it off as typical Chinese red tape and bureaucratic 
procedure. 


ae In all three cases there is some emphasis on 
the following:- 


(1) experience of work other than Consular. In 
Mr. Lyall's case the Chinese seem particularly 
anxious to ascertain whether he really had 
worked in the Ministry of Labour and really 
knew something about it or not. They are 
clearly interested in checking on bie Ae occa 
intelligence work: 


(2) possible contacts and particularly with 

| Missionaries. Here again, the interest 
would appear to be in possible sources of 
information reaching the Consulate: 


(3) rates of pay, money drawn and spent. This 
again is probably more than mere curiosity. 


Le Personal background and details of our Consular 
staff at Hankow will, of course, already have been 
available to the Chinese through servants and office 
staff, who almost certainly have to report. , 
Mrs. B.'s personal history seems to have been known ') 
from some of the embarrassing questions asked. 


li. Many of the questions asked appear to have been 
highly improper. Northern Department and Treaty 
Department can perhaps comment on this aspect and 
say how this compares with Iron Curtain country 
procedure. It should be remembered that the 
Chinese do not recognise our Consular officers in 
their official capacity. They are regarded as 
private residents with no official standing (we do 
not accept this view). 


5. It will be seen that records of all that is said 

are kept. This is the regular technique in all 

Chinese Communist interviews. Personally, 1 would 
ae 
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have thought it wiser to decline to answer 
some, if not most, of these questions and 
to suggest that if the authorities require 
information in addition to that in the 
application forms, they should communicate 
in writing with the Consulate. But it 
must, of course, be kept in mind that all 
our Consulates in China function in 
considerable isolation and in extremely 
abnormal conditions. It is unfortunate 
that Mr. Hutchison did not immediately see 
this Hankow Despatch. The Nanking | 
archives have now presumably reached Peking | 
and I think we should ask Mr. Hutchison for | 
his comments. It is also for consideratior 
whether we should not ask him 


(1) to instruct Consular officers to 
refer any questions from local 
authorities about themselves, their 
pay or Government departments they 
have worked with and all requests 
for information which prima facie 
seem of an improper or unusual 
character: 


(2) to take up this whole question of 
cross-examining Consular staff with 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


* 


6. If nothing is done, Consuls are likely — 


their present isolation, they will 
increasingly be in doubt as to where and 
when to draw the line. Admittedly the a 
whole question of Consuls raises an awkward | 
issue. But if the Chinese want to kick r & 
them out or create an intolerable position, @ 
they will do so as and when it suits them. | 
If we do speak in Peking we should do so 
bluntly. There has perhaps been too much 
of a tendency to make what amounts to 
little more than apologetic noises at the 
Chinese. This is quite likely to do harm 
rather than good. ; 


le A further point arises. Most of our 
Consulates in China have for almost a year 
now been without regular or adequate 
contact with us. There has been no : 
safe-hand bag service. Letters in and out | 
including this one are liable to Chinese | 
censorship. Mukden, Tsingtao, Hankow, 
Geaumerend, Chungking and Amoy can, in any ; 
case, only communicate by en clair telegran | 
and have no code or cypher facilities. 

In the police state conditions now 
obtaining in China, this sense of being 
forgotten and cut off is after a time 
extremely demoralising. Some brief 
message from the Secretary of State which 
could be sent en clair to all posts in 
China might be extremely encouraging to 
Consular officers and their staffs out 


there. by f Bi 
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Minutes. 
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Northern Department have not heard of 
anything like this in our part of the world - 
nor I think have Southern Department - except 
of course in the usual police interrogation 
of people under arrest. I would say that therk 
is nothing 'binister", although much intolerable 
in this question, but that the Chinese are 
trying hard to work out their general policy 
towards foreign residents and are collecting, 

fin their own way, all possibly relevant 


P information, 
me Cae 


C.R. Thompson 
— 1950. 
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If our relations with China ever become 
normal and the People's Democratic Government 
recognizes U.K. consular officers, we should in my 
view protest at this practice of putting consular 
officers through the third degree. Puttine aside 
the question of international law, surely this sort 
of thing is contrary to generally accepted 
international sood manners; it is certainly not done 
elsewhere. It may well be true that consular 
officers are subject to local law except in respect 
their official acts but surely we can expect a certci 
standard of reasonableness and decency in the local 
law. It is, I believe, good Sharia law that an 
adulterer should be stoned to death but surely we 
should be entitled to protest if the authorities at, 
Say, Jedda proposed to inflict that penalty on a 
local British subject? 


c¢ 


(C.G.Kembal1) 


7th July, 1950. 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin 


abuse, N anking 


ts Majesty's m presents his compliments 


ne. a 


herewith copies _ of the undermentioned paper. 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmi 


bare 


Nanking 


eeeeeceaeeeesseeede * “9 *eeee400080 


Reference to previous despatch: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. 


Henkow Despatch No. 24 to 
Nanking, of 12/4/50 
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% REGISTRATION O} FORSIGN RESIDENTS IN WUHAR 


British Consulate-General 
| HANKOW. 


12th April 1950 


Dear Chancery, 


With reference to our P/L despatch No.1ly of the 25th 
March regarding the registration of foreign nationals in Wuhan, 
we enclose herewith coples of the application form which had to 
be completed in English and Chinese and of the statement regard- 
ing wireless sets that accompanied it. When issuing the blank 
aoslication forms, the police collected a fee of JMu$6000, and 
took away vassports and residence certificates formerly issued 
by the Kuomintang, for which receipts were given. The completed 
acplication forms had to be returned before the 3rd April, and 
an appointraent for a subsequent personal interview was fixed. 
The British staff of this Consulate-General were interviewed 
separately on the opening day, 5th April, and the appointments 
for some five or six hundred foreign residents continue through- 
out the month and into May. Passports and Kuomintang resiience 
certificates were nanded back to the staff of this Consulate- 
General immediately after their interviews, but only passports 
and not residence certificates are being returned to members of 
the business conuaunity. The information asked for on the 
a@pplicution forms is, as you may note, sufficiently detailed. 


Ze At Mr. Jeffery's interview, which took place of course 
in the Chinese language and lasted about 25 minutes, he was 
guestioned in detail about the dates and purpose of his visits 
to China and where he had been, what he did in England while on 
leave, whether he had worked in the Foreign Office, and other-~ 
wise than as a consular officer, and how many persons were 
empioyed in the Foreign Service. To a auestion about the 
amount of his pay, he re plied giving a rough figure of his 
drawings in JeMeP. per month. He was asked to what extent he 
carried out the religious observances of the Christian faith, 
and whether he had missionary friends. Brief answers were 
given to these strange questions. Mr. Jeffery's interrogator 
was pleas an’ in manner, yet he seemed to be uncertain himself 
of the drift and purpose of his questioning. Two scribes at a 
neighbouring table wrote industriously throughout the interview, 
presumably taking down every word. Gther foreign residents 
had generally Longer interviews, lasting in some cases nearly 


two hours. Heads of firms are being questioned in detail also 
about their business affairs. 


be We enclose herewith a summary of the interrogatories 
addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Lyall and Mrs. Beatty so far as they 
remember them, which gives a picture of the personal, and some- 
times extraordinary and unanswerable questions that were put. 
The next step, if any, in the procedure of registration is not 
yet known. t appears, however, that several toreign residents 
who applied fpr exit permits long ago, will not receive the 
permits until) the conclusion of registration. 


Yours ever, 


HANKOW CONSULATH-GENE RAL 
Chancery, 
BRITISH EMBASSY, 
NANKT NG. 
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APPLICATION FORM FOR REGISTRATION FOR FOREIGNERS 
Ae ae 


Eo _— —— Se 


A a a ee ‘on ditties 


Name in full. 
) Father Mother Spouse 


) 
Nationality ) What nationality or nationalities the applicant 
formerly obtained ? 


What nationality or nationalities the applicant 
has given up ? 


Present nationality of applicant. Date when it 
was obtained. 


Date of birth. Birthplace. Age. Sex. 
Education. Speciality. Religion. 

No. of Passport. Date & Place of Issue. 

Date of arrival in China, Date of arrival in Wuhan. 


Present Occupation & Position. 


Address of office or Working Place. Tel. No. 


Applicant. fel. No. 
Present address in Wuhan 


Family. Tel. No. 


Particulars about family members: 


Relation Name in Full Date of  ## Nationa- Occupa- Present 
Birth lity tion address 

Father 

Mother 

HusbandMWife 


Residence outside Wuhan 

Main properties outside China 
Standard of spoken Chinese 
Main properties in China 
Name of Community or organisation to which you belong. 


Post held at Present. 


Have you ever received any sentence for violation of law ? 


What kind of work do you intend to do in China ? 


Firearms: Classification. No. of license 

Camera 3 Classification. | No. 

Motor Car: Classification No. of license 
Classification Radiotelegraphy 


Radio Receiver; No. -eb-Aiebns equipments. 


Signature of Applicant 


~u Oo = 


Date of first visit to China. 

How long have you been living in China altogether ? 

Residence during your first visit to China and purpose. 

Name of inland towns of China you have ever lived and purpose. 
What did vou do before coming to China ? 


What have you been doing after arrival in China ? 


How lon; do you intend to stay ii China and purpose 7? 


Place and district you intend to stay and purpose. 


try into China: 


oerial No. of Dates ytarting place Destination Purpose 
entries | 


Exit from Chine: 


Serial No. of exits 


Reme rks: 


NOTIC #3 


de The application form wust be filled with blue ink and in block 
igtters, or by typewriting. 


2-e Hach column must be filled exactly and truly. 
5- Six photos — hatless, bust, front view — vf 5x4 cm. must be 


Submitted with the filled up application. Chikdren below 
i2 must be in one photo with their mother, father, or guardian. 


INTERROGATORY OF MR. AND MRS. LYALL (1 Hour) 


my many people worked in the Ministry of Labour besides myself? 
d the Ministry of Labour look after the interests of labourers ? 


It was insisted that I describe the work of the VYinistry of Labour, 

so I told them that the most widely known aspect of the work was in 
the field of Unemployment Insurance which I described briefly and 
whieh they failed utterly to comprehend, mainiv, I think, because they 
could not grasp the fact that 1t applied not only to labourers but to 
every type of worker in the United Kingdom. 


Dia the Directorate of Armv Welfare Services deal with the welfare of 
officers only, or did it also deal with the welfare of soldiers ? 


Under which Governzent Department did I work when I was in the Army ? 
(Answer: The whole of the Army comes under the control of the War Office 
Did my work in the War Office have any connection with my work in the 
Foreign Service ? (I explained that my Army work was not in the War 
Office, and there was no connection in any case.) 


When J was in the Army did I go to Italy of my own free wili or was I 
sent * 


Dii I have any special friends in Italy while I was in the Army Yes 
Who were they ? They were peonvle in the Army with me. 
wnat are their narcs and present addresses ? I do not Know. 


nz did I have at the Foreign Office ? 


of my own free will or was I sent ? 
ic 1 go to church ? OceaSionsiiy, but not much 
in Hankow. 
Did I know any missionaries ? Yes. 

(It was then insisted that I give names, so I 
Did I have any Chinese friends ? .t devends on what is meant by 
"friends", iL am iriendly wlth everyone I know, and have no 

enemies. The only Chincse whom I know well are those employed 
in the office, with whom I have friendly relations. 
What are their names ? 


What was my salary ? i have not had a statement from the Foreign | 
Cffice for a long time. : 


How much did I draw last month ? 


Why did I go to the Hankow Club ? To get books to read, 
What other Departments are there in the Wankow Club besides the Book 
Lending Department ? 


My wifc was asked:- 


Did you know your husband before you were married ? 


she too was employed in the Ministry of Labour at one time, so - "Have 
you done any work for the Ministry of Labour since you came to Hankow 


What is your salary ? I have no salary. 
How can you live if you have no salary ? My husband supports me. 
How much did he draw last month ? I do not knowe My husband looks 


re Peng aa our financial affairs (this question was asked about six 
MCS e 


Do you have any friends in Hankow ? Who are your particular friends 
Whom-do you see more ther others ? Is'Mr. Buttfield the manager of 
his firm ? What is his work ? | 


woe often do these people visit you 7 'Irregularly. 
t do you do when these people visit you 9 


fon 
Did you come to Hankow of your own fred will or were you sent ? 
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INT!RROGATORY OF MRS. BEATTY (40 minutes) 


a 


Why did you come to China ? 


When were you married ? Where were you marricd ? Who was 
your husband ? Why did you leave your husband ? 


When you Starved to work, whe recommended you ? 


What firm did you work with, are they still in Shanghai, and 
what business did the: deal in ? 


u were evecuated to Lourenco Marques, where did you stay ? 


you work for the British Navy in Australia and not. for 
ralian Governient ? Who recommended you 7 How could 
the British Navy from the Australian Government ? 
your work 7? Wiy do they employ scotsmen in the 


Who are your intimate friend: Give three names § addresses 
of your friends. 


How often did you go to the 


what is your relision ? £Do you go to church ? 


How much did you spend last month ? 


How many servants have vou and what do you pay them ? 


Lyali cet more pay then you do ? Do you get more pay 
Jeffery ? 


What is your work in the isuls Do you do the same work 
as Mr, Jeffery 


When you left the Embassy at Peking to go to the Embassy in 
Shanghai, why did you go ? So it was not voluntarily ? 


When 41a your mother come to China ? Why did she come ? #£=°When 


did she die and where ? Where is your father ? What was his 
orofession ? When did he die ? 


Wier Gid you come to Hankow ? Why do you stay here ? 
What department issued your passport in Australia ? If you 


applied for it personally how is it you do not know ? You 
cannot be very well up in the affairs of your country. 


(This with the passport in front of him stamped "Department of 
Immigration" ) 
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Bncl osure in Nenking P/L Despatch to Foreign Office, No. 31 of 25/4/50. 


Chancery, 
BRITISH EMBASSY, 
NAN KING. 


REGISTRATION OF FORSIGN RESIDENTS IN WUHAN 4 
British Consulate-General q 
12th April 1950 3 


Dear Chancery, A 


With reference to our P/L despatch No.l, of the 25th 
March regarding the registration of foreign nationals in Wuhan, 
we enclose herewith copies of the application form which had to 
be compieted in Bnglish &nd Chinese and of the statement regard- 
ing wireless sets that accompanisd it. When issuing the blank 
naonlication forms, the police collected a fee of JM$6000, and 
took away vassports and residence certificates formerly issued 
by the Kuomintang, for which receipts were given. The completed 
apolication forms had to be returned before the 5rd April, and 
an anpointnent for a, subsequent personal interview was fixed. 
The British staff of this Consulate-General were interviewed 
sevoarately on the opening day, 5th April, and the appointments 
for some five or six hundred foreign residents continue through- 
out the month and into May. Passports and Kuomintang residence 
certificates were janded back to the staff of this Consulate- 
General limmediately after their interviews, but only passports 
and not residence certificates are being returned to members of 
the business community. The information asked for on the 
application forms is, as you may note, sufficiently detailed. 

Qe At Mr. Jeffery's interview, which took place of course 
in the Chinese language and lasted about 25 minutes, he was 
questioned in detall about the dates and purpose of his visits 
to China and where he had bcen, what he did in England while on 
leave, whether he had worxed in the Foreign Office, and other- 
Wise than as a consular officer, and how many persons were 
employed in the Foreign Service. To a question about the : 
amount of his pay, he renlied giving a rough figure of his 
drawings in J.M.P. per month. He was asked to what extent he 
carried out the religious observances of the Christian faith, 
and whether. he had missionary friends. Bricf answers were 
given to these strange questions. Mr. Jeffery's interrogator 
was pleasant in manner, yet he seemed to be uncertain himself 
of the drift and purpose of his questioning. Two scribes at a 
neighbouring table wrote industriously throughout the interview, 
presumably taxing down every word. Other foreign residents 
had generally longer interviews, lasting in some cases nearly 
two hours. Heads of firms are being guestioned in detail also 
apout their business affairs. 

De ie enclose herewith a summary of the interrogatories 
addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Lyall and Mrs. Beatty so far as they 
rene uber them, which gives a picture of the personal, and some— 
timcs extraordinary and unanswerable questions that were put. 
The next step, if any, in the procedure of registration is not 
yet known. It appenrs, however, that several foreign residents 
who applied for exit permits long ago, will not receive the 
permits until the conclusion of registration. 


Yours ever, 


HANKOW CONSULATE-~GENERAL 
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, APPLICATION FORM FOR REGISTRATION FOR FOREIGNERS 
__N_ WUHAN __ 


ete — — 


Name in full. 
Father Mother Spouse 


Nationality ) What nationality or nationalities the applicant 
formerly obtained ? 


What nationality or nationalities the applicant 
has given up ? 


Present nationality of applicant. Date when it 
was obtained. 


Date of birth. Birthplace. Age. Sex. 
Education, Speciality. Religion. 

No. of Passport. Date & Place of Issue, 

Date of arrival in China. Date of arrival in Wuhan. 
Present Occupation & Position. 


Address of office or Working Place. 


Applicant. 
Present address in Wuhan 
Family. 


Particulars about family members; 


Relation Name in Full Date of Nationa- Occupa- Present 
Birth lity tion address 
Father 


Mother 

Husband/Wife 

Residence outside Wuhan 
Main properties outside China 
Standard of spoken Chinese 

Main properties in China 

Name of Community or organisation to which you belong. 


Post held at Present. 


Have you ever received any sentence for violation of law ? 


What kind of work do you intend to do in China ? 

Firearms: Classification. No. of license 
Camera : Classification. No. 

Motor Car: Classification No. of license 


Classification Radiotelegraphy 


Radio Receiver: Wo. of tubes, equipments. 


Signature of Applicant 


f 


. t 


Date of first visit to China. 

How long have you been living in China altogether ? 

Residence during your first visit to China and purpose. 

Name of inland towns of China you have ever lived and purpose. 


What did you do before coming to China ? 


What have you been doing after arrival in China ? 


How long do you intend to stay in China and purpose 2 


Place and district you intend to stay and purpose. 


Entry into China: 


Serial No. of Dates Starting place Destination Purpose 
entries 


1 
2 


d 


Exit from China: 
Serial No. of exits 


Dates Starting Place Destination Purpose 


Remarks: 


NOTICE: 


1. The application form must be filled with blue ink and in block 
letters, or by typewriting. 


2. Hach column must be filled exactly and truly. 
53. 81x photos — hatless, bust, front view - of 5xk cm. must be 


submitted with the filled up application. Chikdren below 
12 must be in one photo with their mother, father, or guardian. 


ig 


INTERROGATORY OF MR. AND MRS. LYALL (1 Hour) 


» ¥ many people worked in the Ministry of Labour besides myself? 
d the Ministry of Labour look after the interests of labourers ? 


It was insisted that I describe the work of the Ministry of Labour, 

so I told them that the most widely known aspect of the work was in 
the field of Unemployment Insurance which I described briefly and 
which they failed utterly to comprehend, mainly, I think, because they 
could not grasp the fact that it applied not only to labourers but to 
every type of worker in the United Kingdom. 


Did the Directorate of Army Welfare Services deal with the welfare of 
officers only, or did it also deal with the welfare of soldiers ? 


Under which Government Department did I work when I was in the Army ? ‘ 
(Answer: Tne whole of the Army comes under the control of the War Office 
Did my work in the War Office have any connection with my work in the | 
Foreign Service ? (I explained that my Army work was not in the War 
Office, and there was no connection in any case.) 


When I was in the Army did I go to Italy of my own free will or was I 
sent ? | 


Did I have any special friends in Italy while I was in the Army ? Yes.) 
Who were they ? They were people in the Army with me. | 
What are their names and present addresses ? I do not know. 
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Was I willing to leave the Army ? 
What special training did I have at the Foreign Office ? 
Did I come to Hankow of my own free will or was I sent ? 


I was a Christian. Did I go to church 7 Oceasionally, but not much 
in Hankow. 


Did I know any missionaries ? Yes, 
(It was then insisted that I give names, so I gave four. 


Did I have any Chinese friends ? It depends on what is meant by 
"friends", I am friendly with everyone I know, and have no 
enemies. Tne only Chinese whom I know well are those employed 
in the office, with whom I have friendly relations. 


What are their names ? 


What was my salary ? I have not had a statement from the Foreign 
Office for a long time. 


How much did I draw last month ? 


Why did I go to the Hankow Club ? # =To get books to read. 
What other Departments are there in the Hankow Club besides the Book 
Lending Department ? 


My wife was asked:— 


Did you know your husband before you were married ? 


She too was employed in the Ministry of Labour at one time, so - "Have ~ 
you done any work for the Ministry of Labour since you came to Hankow ¢ | 


What is your salary ? I have no salary. 
How can you live if you have no salary ? My husband supports me. 
How much did he draw last month ? I do not know. My husband looks 


pe fs sas our financial affairs (this question was asked about six 
times. | 


Do you have any friends in Hankow ? Who are your particular friends I 
Whom do you see more than others ? Is Mr. Buttfield the manager of 
his firm ? What is his work ? | 


Nd often do these people visit you ? Irregularly. 
at do you do when these people visit you ? 
} 


Did you come to Hankow of your dwn free will or were you sent ? 
| 
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INTERROGATORY OF MRS. BEATTY (40 minutes) 


on a —* — —— — — 


—— —— — 


Why did you come to China ? 


When were you married ? Where were you married ? #£=Who was 
your husband ? Why did you leave your husband 7? 


When you started to. work, who recommended you ? 


What firm did you work with, are they still in Shanghai, and 
what business did they deal in ? 


When you were evacuated to Lourenco Marques, where did you stay ? 
How many days in the exchange ship 7? 

Why did you work for the British Navy in Australia and not for 
the Australian Government ? Who recommended you ? How could 
you tell the British Navy from the Australian Government ? 

What was your work ? Why do they employ Scotsmen in the 
Foreicn Service ? 


Who sare your intimate friends ? Give three names and addresses 
of your friends, 


What club are you & member of ? How often did you go to the 
Race Club in a month and why ? 


What is your religion ? Do you go to church ? 
How much did you spend last month ? 
How many servants have you and what do you pay them ? 


Does Mr. Lyall get more pay than you do ? Do you get more pay 
than Mr. Jeffery ? 


What is your work in the Consulate ? Do you do the same work 
as Mr. Jeffery } 


When you left the Embassy at Peking to go to the Embassy in 
Shanghai, why did you go ? So it was not voluntarily ? 


When did your mother come to China ? Why did she come ? #£=When 
did she die and where ? Where is your father ? What was his 
profession ? When did he die ? | 


Why did you come to Hankow ? Why do you stay here ? 


What department issued your passport in Australia ? If you 
applied for it personally how is it you do not know ? You 
cannot be very well up in the affairs of your country. 


(This with the passport in front of him stamped "Department of 
Immigration") 


© Consular Privileges and Immunities. 


The Convention signed, but not yet ratified, between the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America (Cmd.76l.2) can 
be conveniently reftrrcd to to illustrate what these privilcecs 
and immunities are, Part III is headed “Legal Rights and 
Immunities". Article 7 and thc whole of Article 8 except 
paragraph 4 can be Carried out on the United Kingdom side by 
executive action or by the use of ordinary statutory powers, 

It cannot be said that all thc provisions of Articlc 7 are 
obligatory under international law and therefore the principal 
basis of Article 7 is the agrecnent.e. On the othcr hand, in 

regard to Article 8, except paragraph kh, it may bc said that 

all these provisions are morc or less declaratory of international 
law and custom. Paragraph h, however, giving the special ’ 
immunity of the consular office, is belicved to go beyond that 
which is strictly required undcr intcrnational law, and also 

in the United Kingdom rcquires statutory authority. MThc 

statutory authority is to be found in Scction4 of thc Consulae 
Conventions Act,1949. It is only to be accorded to countri¢ 

with whom an agrcement has been concludcd, providing for t’ 
immunity, and it is understood that it is only appropriat: 

to countries to whom this particular im unity will be er: 


Ce Articlc 9 of the Convcntion with thc United Statcs . 

in principle declaratory of intcrnational law and cugtom 

regard to consuls, though in dctail it dcpcnds on spcctis 
agrcemente. dArticle 10 is based on intcrnaticnal law and ci 

and contains in paragraph 1 one of the two fundamental coi 
immunities, namely the inviolability of thcir papers and ) 
archives. So far as the law of the United Kingdom is conccrmu, 
the provisions of paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 of this Article erc 
regarded as being also cmbodied in the common law on the basis 
that the international law is part of the comion law... Paragraph 
2,.0n the other hand, at any rate in detail stands on rathcr a 
different footing. 


3e <Article 11, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, contain the second 
fundamental consular immunity rcsting on general intcrnaticnal 
law and as such part of the law of Iingland, namcly no liability, 
Givil or criminal, in respect of ofricial dutics. Paragranvh 5 

is a useful practical provisiven to avoid certain difficultics 
which might otherwise arise from the immunity. It is rather 
difficult to say whether paragraph lL really rests on internation-=- 
al law and custom or purely on agrcemcnte 


b,. Part IV contains the financial privilcgcs to be accordcd 

to United States consular officcrs. It will be secn that they 
are virtually as extcnsive as those given to diplomatic officcrs.e 
They can all be carried out by executive action or on the basis 
of cxisting statutory powers. What is here given by agrccmcnt 
goes beyond what can be said to be required by general 
international law and custom. 


De The rest of the Convention rclates to the dutics which | 
consular officers perform and thcir rights and obligations in > 
connexionthercwith,. | 


September, 199. 
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D.V. MORRIS, 


United States No. 1 (1949) 


Consular Convention 


between His Majesty in respect of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 
President of the United States of America 


[with Protocol of Signature] 


Washington, 16th February, 1949 a | 


[The Convention has not yet been ratified by His Majesty] 


Presented by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Parliament 
; by Command of His Majesty 


LONDON _ | 
HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 
SIXPENCE NET 


. 1642 
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PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE 


coltan CONVENTION BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY IN RESPECT 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 


Washington, 16th February, 1949 


His Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas; 

and The President of the United States of America; 

Being desirous of regulating the position of consular officers of one party 
in the territories of the other; 


Have decided to conclude a Consular Convention and have appointed: as 
their plenipotentiaries for this purpose : — 


His Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Domirions 
beyond the Seas (hereinafter referred to as “ His Britannic Majesty ”) : 


For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland : 
Sir Oliver Shewell Franks, K.C.B., C.B.E., British Ambassador to 
the United States of America, and 


The President of the United States of America: | 


Mr. Dean Acheson, Secretary of State of the United States of 
America, 


Who, having communicated to each other their respective full powers, 
which were found in good and due form, have agreed as follows: — 


PART I.—APPLICATION AND DEFINITIONS 


ARTICLE 1 
This Convention applies— 


(1) on the part of the United States of America, to all territories subject 
to the sovereignty or authority of the United States of America, excepting the 
Panama Canal Zone; . 

(2) on the part of His Britannic Majesty, to the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Newfoundland, Southern Rhodesia, to all His 
Majesty’s colonies and protectorates, to all territories under His protection, 
and to all territories under trusteeship administered by His Government in 
the United Kingdom. 


ARTICLE 2 
For the purpose of this Convention— 


(1) the term “sending state” means, according to the context, the High © 
Contracting Party by whom the consular officer is appointed, or all the terri- 
tories of that party to which the Convention applies; 

(2) the term “ receiving state’ means, according to the context, the High 
Contracting Party within whose territories the consular officer exercises the 
functions required by his office, or all the territories of that party to which 
the Convention applies; 
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(3)—(a) the term “ territory ” means that particular territory of the recef he 
state in which the whole or part of a consular officer’s district is situated; 

(b) the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, ding 
the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, shall be regarded as a sir A terri- 
tory; and Newfoundland, Southern Rhodesia and each of His Britannic 
Majesty’s colonies or protectorates, each of the territories under His protection 
and each of the territories under trusteeship administered by His Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom shall be regarded as a separate territory; 
provided that for the purposes of Article 13 the Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man shall each be regarded as a separate territory, and provided that for 
the purposes of Article 18 England and Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, 
the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man shall each be regarded as a separate 
territory; 

(c) the states of the United States of America and the District of Columbia 
shall be regarded as a single territory, and each other territory subject to the 
sovereignty or authority of the United States of America shall be regarded 
as a separate territory, provided that for the purposes of Article 13 the 
states of the United States, the District of Columbia, Alaska, and Hawaii 
shall be regarded as a single territory, and provided that for the purposes 
of Article 18 each state of the United States and the District of Columbia 
shall be regarded as a separate territory; 

(4) the term “nationals ”"— 


(a) in relation to His Britannic Majesty, means all citizens of the United 
Kingdom and colonies, all citizens of Newfoundland and of Southern 
Rhodesia and all British protected persons belonging to territories of 
His Majesty to which the Convention applies, including, where the 
context permits, all juridical entities duly created under the law of any 
of those territories; | : 

(b) in relation to the United States of America, means all citizens of the 
United States and all persons under the protection of the United States, 
including, where the context permits, all juridical entities duly created 
in, or under the law of, any part of the United States of America or 
of any state or territory thereof to which the Convention applies; 


(5) the term “vessel” of a High Contracting Party means any ship or 
craft documented (or registered) under the law of any of the territories of 
that High Contracting Party to which the Convention applies; 

(6) the term “consular officer” means any person who is granted an 
exequatur or provisional or other authorization by the appropriate authorities 
of the territory; | 

(7) the term “ consular employee’ means any person employed at a con- 
sulate for the performance of executive, administrative, clerical, technical or 
professional duties, or as consular guard, messenger or driver of a vehicle 
whose name has been duly communicated, in accordance with the provisions 
of paragraph (2) of Article 6, to the appropriate authorities. It does not 
include any person employed on domestic duties. 


PART II1L—APPOINTMENTS AND DISTRICTS 
ARTICLE 3 


{1) Either High Contracting Party may establish and maintain consulates 
in the territories of the other at any place where any third state possesses 
a consulate and at any other place where the receiving state agrees to the 
establishment of a consulate. It shall be within the discretion of the sending 
state to determine whether the consulate shall be a consulate-general, consulate, 
vice-consulate, or consular agency. 
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CG The sending state shall keep the receiving state informed of the district 
of each of its consulates and, subject to paragraph (3) of this Article, may 
prescri e limits of these districts at its discretion. 


(3) receiving state shall have the right to object to the inclusion within 
a consular district— 


(a) of any area which is not within a consular district and is not open to 
the Trade Commissioners or commercial representatives of a third 
state; 


(b) of any territory of a third state. 


(4) A consular officer may, upon notification to the receiving state, per- 


form consular functions outside his consular district unless the receiving 
state objects. 


ARTICLE 4 


(1) Subject to the provisions of the subsequent paragraphs of this Article, 
the sending state may assign to any of its consulates, consular officers of such 
number and rank as it may deem necessary. The sending state shall notify 
the receiving state in writing of the assignment of a consular officer to a 
consulate. 

(2) The exequatur or other authorization shall be granted as soon as 
possible and free of charge by the receiving state on presentation of the 
officer’s commission or other notification of assignment. When necessary, a 
provisional authorization shall be accorded, pending the grant of an exequatur 
or other authorization. 


(3) The exequatur or other authorization shall not be refused without 
good cause. 

(4) The receiving state shall not be deemed to have consented to a con- 
sular officer’s acting as such, or to have extended to him the benefits of the 
provisions of this Convention, until the receiving state has granted him an 
exequatur or other authorization. 


ARTICLE 5 


(1) The receiving state shall upon request inform without delay its 
appropriate authorities of the name of any consular officer entitled to act 
under this Convention. 

(2) As an official agent of the sending state, a consular officer shall be 
entitled to special protection and to the high consideration of all officials 
of the receiving state with whom he has official intercourse. 

(3) A consulate or a consular officer shall enjoy in the receiving state, in 
addition to the rights conferred by the terms of this Convention, and subject 
to reciprocity, treatment not less favorable than that accorded to a consulate 
or a consular officer of any third state, both as regards the privileges granted 
and the functions which may be performed. 

(4) The receiving state may revoke the exequatur or other authorization 
of a consular officer whose conduct has given serious cause for complaint. 


The reason for such revocation shall, upon request, be furnished to the sending 
state through diplomatic channels. 


ARTICLE 6 


(1) A consular officer or employee may be assigned temporarily in an 
acting capacity to the duties of a consular officer who has died or is unable to 
act through illness, absence or other cause. Such acting officer may perform 
these duties and enjoy the benefit of the provisions of the Convention upon 
notification to the government of the territory, pending the assignment of a 
new Officer or the confirmation of the acting officer. 
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(2) The sending state shall be free to employ the necessary neinnthe ot 
consular employees at its consulates, whether its own nationals or nationals 
of the receiving state or of a third state. Consular officers cis the 
government of the territory informed of the names and addresse#ta these 
employees. It will be for the government of the territory to designate the 
particular authority to whom this information is to be given. 

(3) The sending state may, with the permission of the receiving state, 
assign to the work of a consulate one or more members of its diplomatic 
mission accredited to the receiving state. In this event the provisions of 
Article 4 shall apply as regards their consular assignment. These officers 
shall be entitled in their consular capacity and with regard to the performance 
of consular functions, to the benefits, and be subject to the obligations, of this 
‘Convention, without prejudice to any additional personal privileges to which 
they may be entitled if they are recognized also as diplomatic officers by the 
receiving state. 


PART III—LEGAL RIGHTS AND IMMUNITIES 


ARTICLE 7 


- (1) The sending state may acquire under such form of tenure as it may 
choose, whether on lease, or in full ownership, or under such other form of 
tenure as may exist under the laws of the territory, and may thus hold and 
occupy, either in its own name or in the name of one or more natural or 
juridical persons acting on its behalf, land, buildings, parts of buildings, and 
appurtenances located in the territory and required by the sending state for 
the purpose of a consular office, or of a residence for a consular officer or 
employee, or for other purposes, to which the receiving state does not object, 
arising out of the operation of the consular establishment of the sending state. 
If, under the law of the territory, the permission of the authorities of the 
territory must be obtained as a prerequisite to any such acquisition, such 
permission shall be granted on request. 

(2) The sending state shall have the right to erect, for any of the purposes 
specified in paragraph (1) of this Article, buildings and appurtenances on land 
which it so owns or holds on lease, subject to compliance with local building, 
zoning, or town planning regulations, applicable to all land in the area in 
which such land is situated. 


ARTICLE 8 


(1) There may be placed, on the outer enclosure and outer wall of the 
building in which a consulate is installed, the coat-of-arms or national device 
of the sending state with an appropriate inscription designating the consulate 
in the official language of the sending state. It shall also be permitted to 
place such coat-of-arms or national device and inscription on or by the entrance 
door to the consular office. 

(2) The flag of the sending state and its consular flag may be flown at the 
consulate. A consular officer may also place the coat-of-arms or device 
and fly the flag of the sending state and its consular flag on the vehicles, 
marine vessels and aircraft which he employs in the exercise of his duties. On 
suitable occasions these flags may also be flown at the consular officer’s 
residence. 

(3) If the offices of a consulate are situated in a building which is also used 
for other purposes such as, for instance, the residence of the consular officer, the 
room or rooms where the consular business is conducted and the archives and 
official papers of the consulate are kept shall be separate from those used for 
other purposes. This provision does not require the separation of diplomatic 
from consular rooms when a consular office forms part of a diplomatic mission. 
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® A consular office shall not be entered by the police or other authorities 
of the territory, provided such office is devoted exclusively to consular business, 
excep the consent of the consular officer or, if such consent cannot be 
obtai pursuant to appropriate writ or process and with the consent of 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the case of the territories referred 
to in paragraph (2) of Article 1 and of the Secretary of State in the case of the 
territories referred to in paragraph (1) of Article 1. The consent of the 
consular officer shall be presumed in the event of fire or other disaster or in 
the event that the authorities of the territory have probable cause to believe 
that a crime of violence has been or is being or is about to be committed in 
the consular office. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a 
consular office which is in the charge of a consular officer who is a national of 
the receiving state, or who is not a national of the sending state. 

(5S) Neither a consular office, nor the flag of the sending state, shall be used 
to afford asylum to fugitives from justice. If a consular officer shall refuse 
to surrender a fugitive from justice on the lawful demand of the authorities 
of the territory, these authorities may, subject to paragraph (4) of this Article, 
if necessary, enter the consular office to apprehend the fugitive. 

(6) Any entry into or search of a consular office pursuant to paragraphs (4) 
and (5) of this Article, shall be conducted with due regard to the inviolability 
of the consular archives, as provided in paragraph (1) of Article 10. 

(7) A consular officer shall not take advantage of the privileges accorded 
to the consular office by this Convention for any purpose not connected with 
the exercise of his consular functions. | 


ARTICLE 9 


(1) Land, buildings and parts of buildings, and appurtenances, including 
the furniture and equipment therein, held or occupied exclusively for any of 
the purposes specified in paragraph (1) of Article 7, as well as the vehicles, 
marine vessels and aircraft of a consulate, shall not be subject to military 
requisitions or billeting. Such land, buildings and parts of buildings, and 
appurtenances shall not be immune from expropriation or seizure for purposes 
of national defense or public utility in accordance with the law of the territory, 
but if it is necessary to take any such measure with regard to any such 
property, every consideration shall be shown to avoid interference with the 
performance of consular functions. 

(2) In addition, a consular officer or employee, provided that in both 
cases he complies with the conditions set out in paragraph (5) of this Article, 
his private residence, furniture and other household .articles, and all vehicles, 
marine vessels and aircraft held or possessed by him, shall enjoy exemption 
from all military requisitions, contributions or billeting. This privilege shall 
not be extended to other property belonging to him. The residence of a 
consular officer or employee shall not be immune from expropriation or 
seizure for purposes of national defense or public utility in accordance with 
the law of the territory. | 

(3) Further, due compensation for expropriation or seizure, payable at 
the official selling rate of exchange most favorable to the sending state at 
the time when the property was expropriated or seized, in a form readily 
convertible into the currency of and transferable to the sending state, in 
respect of all proprietary interests in a consulate (including all land, buildings, 
parts of buildings and appurtenances, held or occupied exclusively for any of 
the purposes specified in paragraph (1) of Article 7) vested in the sending 
state or in a consular officer or employee who complies with the conditions of 
paragraph (5) of this Article, shall be paid not later than three months from 
the date on which the consulate or consular officer or employee is deprived of 
possession. ) 
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(4) A consular officer, who is not a national of the receiving state, antat Aso 
an employee, provided that he complies with the conditions set out in para- 
graph (5) of this Article, shall enjoy exemption from military, tp l, air, 
police, administrative or jury service of every kind. 

(5) The conditions referred to in paragraphs (2), (3) and (4) of this Article 
are that the person concerned should— 


(a) be a national of the sending state and not possess the nationality of 
the receiving state; and 

(b) not be engaged in private occupation for gain in the territory; and 

(c) not have been normally resident within the territory at the time he was 
appointed to the consulate. 


ARTICLE 10 


(1) The archives and all other official documents and papers kept in a 
consulate shall at all times be inviolable and the authorities of the territory 
may not under any pretext examine or detain any of them. The archives 
and official papers of a consulate shall be kept separate from papers, books 
or correspondence of a consular officer or employee relating to other matters. 
This provision does not require the separation of diplomatic from consular 
archives and official papers when a consular office forms part of a diplomatic 
mission. 

(2) A consular officer may communicate with his government, or with 
the diplomatic mission under whose superintendence he is, by post, telegraph, 
telephone and wireless, provided that when the receiving state is at war the 
right of communication with the diplomatic mission, if it is situated outside 
the territories of the receiving state, may be restricted. In addition, he may 
send and receive official correspondence by sealed consular pouches, bags, and 
other containers and may use secret language. This right shall also extend 
to correspondence with other consulates and diplomatic missions of the sending 
State, or with the authorities of other territories of that state, except that, when 
the receiving state is at war, this extended right may be restricted. 

(3) The official consular correspondence referred to in the preceding para- 
graph shall be inviolable and the authorities of the territory shall not examine 
or detain it. Sealed consular pouches, bags and other containers shall be 
inviolable when they contain nothing but official communications and docu- 
ments and are so certified by a responsible officer of the sending state. 

(4) A consular officer or employee shall be entitled to refuse a request 
from the courts or authorities of the territory to produce any documents from 
his archives or other official papers or to give evidence relating to matters 
within the scope of his official duties. Such a request shall, however, be 
complied with in the interests of justice if, in the judgment of the consular 
officer or employee, it is possible to do so without prejudicing the interests 
of the sending state. A consular officer is also entitled to decline to give 
evidence as an expert witness with regard to the laws of the sending state. 


ARTICLE 11 


(1)}—(a) A consular officer or employee shall not be liable, in proceedings 
in the courts of the receiving state, in respect of acts performed in his official 
capacity, falling within the functions of a consular officer under this Conven- 
tion, unless the sending state requests or assents to the proceedings through 
its diplomatic representative. 

(5) A consular officer who is a national of the sending state and is not a 
national of the receiving state and is not engaged in any private occupation 
for gain in the receiving state shall enjoy the most favorable treatment possible 
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u@)r the laws of the territory with regard to arrest or prosecution in respect 
of acts performed otherwise than in his official capacity. 

( is understood that the provisions of paragraph (1) (a) of this Article 
do n K teclude a consular officer or employee from being held liable in a 
civil action arising out of a contract concluded by him in which he did not 
expressly contract as agent for his government and in which the other party 
looked to him personally for performance, and that the provisions of para- 
graph (4) of Article 10 do not entitle a consular officer or employee to refuse 
to produce any document or to give evidence relating to such a contract. 

__(3) A consular officer or employee may be required to give testimony in 
either a civil or a criminal case, except as provided in paragraph (4) of 
Article 10. The authorities and court requiring his testimony shall take all 
reasonable steps to avoid interference with the performance of his official 
duties. The court requiring the testimony of a consular officer shall, wherever 
possible or permissible, arrange for the taking of such testimony, orally or 
in writing, at his residence or office. 

_ (4) A consular officer and his wife and minor children who are residing 
with their parents shall be exempted in the territory from the requirements 
of the law of the territory with regard to the registration of foreigners and 
permission to reside, and shall not be subject to deportation while the con- 
sular officer holds his exequatur or other authorization. 

(5S) All motor vehicles, marine vessels and aircraft owned by the sending 
state and used by the consulate or owned by a consular officer or employee will 
be adequately insured by policies against third party risks. Any claim arising 
under any such policy shall be deemed ‘to be a claim arising out of a contract 


peti liability in a civil action, as contemplated in paragraph (2) of this 
icle. 


PART IV.—FINANCIAL PRIVILEGES 
ARTICLE 12 


(1) No tax or other similar charge of any kind (national, state, provincial, 
municipal, or other) shall, in the territory, be collected from the sending state 
or any natural or juridical person acting on its behalf in respect of land, 
buildings, parts of buildings, or appurtenances owned or otherwise held or 
occupied, or in respect of buildings or parts of buildings erected by or on 
behalf of the sending state, and used exclusively for any of the purposes 
specified in paragraph (1) of Article 7, except taxes or other assessments levied 
for services or local public improvements by which and to the extent that 
the premises are benefited. ) 

(2) No tax or other similar charge of any kind (national, state, provincial, 
municipal, or other) shall, in the territory, be collected from the sending state, 
or any natural or juridical person acting on its behalf, in respect of the owner- 
ship, possession, or use of movable property owned or used by the sending 
pes Sane for any of the purposes specified in paragraph (1) of 

rticle 7. 

(3) No tax or other similar charge of any kind shall, in the territory, be 
collected from the sending state in respect of transactions or instruments 
relating to the acquisition of immovable property for any of the purposes 
specified in paragraph (1) of Article 7. 


ARTICLE 13 


(1)—(a) No tax or other similar charge of any kind shall be imposed or 
collected in the territory by the receiving state, or by any state, province, 
municipality, or other local subdivision thereof, in respect of fees received on 
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behalf of the sending state in compensation for consular services, of in rest 
of any receipt given for the payment of such fees. 

(b) The sending state or a consular officer or employee therggi shall 
be exempt in the territory from all taxes or other similar charg any 
kind imposed or collected by the receiving state, or by any state, province, 
municipality, or other local subdivision thereof, in respect of acts performed 
in the course of the officer’s or employee’s official functions. This exemption 
shall not apply to taxes or other similar charges in respect of which some 
other person is legally liable, notwithstanding that the burden of the tax or 
other similar charge may be passed on to the sending state or the consular 
officer or employee. ae 

(2) No tax or other similar charge of any kind shall be imposed or collected 
in the territory by the receiving state, or by any state, province, municipality, 
or other local subdivision thereof, in respect of the official emoluments, 
salaries, wages or allowances received as compensation for his consular 
services by a consular officer, unless he is a national of the receiving state and 
is not also a national of the sending state. 

(3) The provisions of paragraph (2) of this Article also apply to the official 
emoluments, salaries, wages or allowances received by a consular employee 
as compensation for his services at a consulate, unless such consular. employee 
is a national of the receiving state and is not also a national of the sending 
state. 

(4) Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs of this Article, a con- 
sular officer or employee who is— 


(a) Not a national of the receiving state, 

(b) not engaged in private occupation for gain in the territory, and 

(c) a permanent employee of the sending state or, if not a permanent 
employee thereof, was not resident in the territory at the commence- 
ment of his employment in the consulate, 


shall, except as provided in paragraph (5) of this Article, be exempt in the 
territory from all taxes or other similar charges of any kind which are or may 
be imposed or collected by the receiving state, or by any state, province, 
municipality, or other local subdivision thereof. 

(S)—({a) The provisions of paragraph (4) of this Article shall apply only 
to taxes or other similar charges in respect of which the consular officer or 
employee would, in the absence of the exemption provided by this Article, 
be the person legally liable, and shall not apply to taxes or other similar 
charges in respect of which some other person is legally liable, notwithstanding 
that the burden of the tax or other similar charge may be passed on to the 
consular officer or employee, or to duties or taxes payable on the withdrawal 
of goods from a bonded warehouse. If, however, a consular officer or 
employee is entitled to income from sources outside the territory but that 
income is payable to him, or collected on his behalf, by a banker or other 
agent within the territory who is required to deduct income tax on payment 
of the income and to account for the tax so deducted, the consular officer or 
employee shall be entitled to repayment of the tax so deducted. 

(6) The provisions of paragraph (4) shall not apply to— 


(i) taxes imposed or collected on the ownership or occupation -of 
immovable property situated within the territory; 
(ii) taxes on income derived from sources within the territory; 
(iii) taxes imposed or collected on the passing of property on death, such as 
estate, inheritance and succession taxes, whether the consular officer or 


employee is the person who dies or the person to whom the property 
passes on death; | 
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( iv) taxes on transactions or instruments effecting transactions, such as 
taxes on the sale or transfer of money or property or stamp duties 
faposed or collected in connection therewith; and 
(Ww. ¢xes and duties imposed upon, or by reason of, importation of articles 
into the territory which are dealt with exclusively in Article 14. 


(6) Nothing in this Convention shall prejudice any claim for exemption 
from taxation which could be made under the Conventions signed 
April 16, 1945,(') and the Protocol signed June 6, 1946,(°) between the United 


oe of America and the United Kingdom of Great British and Northern 
Ireland. : 


ARTICLE 14 


(1) All furniture, equipment, supplies, building materials and other 
articles, including vehicles, marine vessels and aircraft, intended for official 
use in the territory in connection with any of the purposes specified in para- 
graph (1) of Article 7 shall be permitted entry into the territory free of all 
taxes or duties imposed upon, or by reason of, importation. 

(2) Baggage and effects and other articles, including vehicles, marine 
vessels and aircraft, imported into the territory by a consular officer or 
employee, provided that he fulfils the conditions specified in paragraph (4) 
of Article 13, exclusively for his personal use and the use of members of his 
family forming part of his household, shall be exempt from all taxes or 
duties (national, state, provincial, municipal, or other) imposed upon, or by 
reason of, importation, whether accompanying him to his consular post, either 
upon first arrival or upon subsequent arrivals, or subsequently consigned to 


him at his post and imported at any time while he is assigned to or employed 
at such post. 


(3) It is, however, understood that— 


(a) the receiving state may, as a condition to the granting of the exemption 
provided in this Article, require that a notification of any importation 
be given in such manner as it may prescribe; 

(b) the exemption provided in this Article, being in respect of articles 
imported for official or personal use only, does not extend, inter alia, to 
articles imported as an accommodation to others or for sale or for 
other commercial purposes. However, articles imported as samples 
of commercial products solely for display within a consulate, shall not 
be regarded as excluded from the exemption provided in this Article; 

(c) the receiving state may determine that the exemption provided by this 
Article does not apply in respect of articles grown, produced or manu- 
factured in the territory which have been exported therefrom without 
payment of, or upon repayment of, taxes or duties which would have 
been chargeable but for such exportation; ; 

(d) nothing herein shall be construed to permit the entry into the territory 
of any article the importation of which is specifically prohibited by law. 


PART V:—PROTECTION OF NATIONALS 
ARTICLE 15 
(1) A consular officer shall be entitled within his district to— 


(a) interview, communicate with and advise any national of the sending 
state; 

(b) inquire into any incidents which have occurred affecting the interests 
of any such national; 


() “Treaty Series No. 22 (1946),” Cmd. 6890 and “Treaty Series No. 26 (1946),” 
Cmd. 6902. ee! 
(2) “Treaty Series No. 26 (1946), Cmd. 6902. 
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(c) assist any such national in proceedings before or in relations 2 
the authorities of the territory, and, where necessary, arrange for legal 


assistance for him. 


(2) For the purposes of the protection of the nationals of the sendimg state 
and their property and interests, a consular officer shall be entitled to apply 
to and correspond with the appropriate authorities within his district and the 
appropriate departments of the central government of the territory. He shall 
not, however, be entitled to correspond with or to make diplomatic claims 
to the Department of State or the Foreign Office as the case may be, except 
in the absence of any diplomatic representative of the sending state. 

(3) A national of the sending state shall have the right at all times to 
communicate with the appropriate consular officer and, unless subject to lawful 


detention, to visit him at his consulate. 


ARTICLE 16 


(1) A consular officer shall be informed immediately by the appropriate 
authorities of the territory when any national of the sending state is confined 


' In prison, is awaiting trial or is otherwise detained in custody within his district. 


A consular officer shall be permitted to visit without delay, to converse privately 
with and to arrange legal representation for, any national of the sending state 
who is so confined or detained. Any communication from such a national to 
the consular officer shall be forwarded without delay by the authorities of the 
territory. 
(2) Where a national of the sending state has been convicted and is serving 
a sentence of imprisonment, the consular officer in whose district the sentence 
is being served shall, upon notification to the appropriate authority, have the 
right to visit him in prison. Any such visit shall be conducted in accordance 
with prison regulations, which shall permit reasonable access to and oppor- 
tunity of conversing with such national. The consular officer shall also be 
allowed, subject to the prison regulations, to transmit communications between 


the prisoner and other persons. 


PART VL—NOTARIAL ACTS AND OTHER SERVICES 
ARTICLE 17 


(1) A consular officer may, within his district— 


(a) receive such declarations as may be required to be made under the 
nationality laws of the sending state; 

(b) issue such notices to, and receive such declarations from, a national of 
the sending state as may be required under the laws of the sending state 


with regard to compulsory national service; 
(c) register the birth or death of a national of the sending state and 


record a marriage celebrated under the law of the territory when at 
least one of the parties is a national of the sending state; 

(d) receive, draw up or execute any declaration, transfer, or other docu- 
ment prescribed by the law of the sending state in connection with the 
transfer to the register (or documentation) of the sending state of any 
vessel and its removal from the register (or documentation), and with 
the transfer of any vessel on the register (or documentation) from one 
owner to another, and with the registration (or documentation) of any 
mortgage or charge upon such a vessel; 

(e) issue passports and travel documents to a national of the sending state 
and grant visas and other appropriate documents to a person seeking 
entry into the sending state; 
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® (f) further the commercial, artistic, scientific, professional and educational 
interests of the sending state; | | 
rve judicial documents or take evidence on behalf of courts of the 
nding state in a manner permitted under special arrangements on 
this subject between the High Contracting Parties or otherwise not 
inconsistent with the laws of the territory. 


(2) It is understood that consular registration of a birth or death and the 
recording by a consul of a marriage celebrated under the law of the territory 
in no way exempts a private person from any obligation laid down in the 
law of the territory with regard to the notification and registration of births, 
deaths, or marriages with the authorities of the territory. 

(3) A consular officer may, within his district, draw up and receive 
declarations, and may legalize, authenticate or certify signatures or documents, 
translate documents and perform other notarial acts in connection with docu- 
ments in any case where these services are required by a person of any 
nationality for use in the sending state or under the law in force in the sending 
state. If under that law the administration of an oath or affirmation is 
required, the oath or affirmation may be administered. A consular officer 
may also perform these functions in connection with documents required 
by a national of the sending state for use elsewhere, but it is understood that 
this provision involves no obligation on the authorities of the receiving state 
to recognize the validity of notarial acts performed by a consular officer in 
connection with documents required under the law of the receiving state. 


PART VII—ESTATES AND TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY 
ARTICLE 18 


(1) In any case where a deceased person leaves property in a territory and 
a legal or equitable interest in such property (for instance, as executor or 
beneficiary under a will or in case of intestacy) is held or claimed by a national 
of the sending state who is not resident in the territory and is not legally repre- 


sented there the consular officer in whose district the estate of the deceased 
person is being administered or, if no administration has been instituted, his 
property is situated, shall have the right to represent such national as regards 
his interests in the estate or property as if valid powers of attorney had been 
executed by him in favor of the consular officer. If subsequently such national 
becomes legally represented in the territory, the consular officer’s position shall 
be as if he previously had a power of attorney from the national which has 
ceased to be operative, as from the date when the consular officer is informed 
that such person is otherwise legally represented. 

(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article apply whatever the 
nationality of the deceased person and irrespective of the place of his death. 

(3) In any case where a consular officer has a right of representation under 
paragraph (1) of this Article, he shall have the right to take steps for the 
protection and preservation of the interests of the person whom he is entitled 
to represent. He shall also have the right to take possession of the estate or 
the property unless ‘another person, having superior interests, has taken the 
necessary steps to assume possession thereof. If under the laws of the territory 
a grant of representation or order of a court is necessary for the purpose of 
enabling the consular officer to protect or to take possession of the property, 
any grant or order which would have been made in favor of the person whose 
interests are represented by the consular officer, if he had been present and 
applied for it, shall be made in favor of the consular officer on his application. 
On prima facie evidence of the necessity for the immediate protection and | 
preservation of the estate and of the existence of persons with an interest which 
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the consular officer has a right to represent, the court, if satisfied as to sv * 
necessity, shall make a grant or an order to the consular officer for the purpose 
of protecting and preserving the estate, unless another person with er 41 or 
prior rights makes the necessary application. ate 
(4)—(a) Subject to sub-paragraphs (5) and (c) of this paragraph, the consular 
officer shall have the same right to full administration of the estate to the 
same extent as a person whose interest he represents would have had if he 
had been present. If by the law of the territory a grant by a court is necessary, 
the consular officer shall have the same right to apply for and to receive a 
grant on his application as the person he represents would have had if he 
had been present and applied for it. 

(b) The court may, if it thinks fit, postpone the making of a grant to the 
consular officer for such time as it thinks necessary to enable the person 
represented by the consular officer to be informed and to decide whether he 
desires to be represented otherwise than by the consular officer. 

(c) The court may, if it thinks fit, order the consular officer to furnish 
reasonable evidence of the receipt of the assets by those entitled by law to 
them or to repay or return those assets to the court in the event of his being 
unable to furnish such evidence, or it may order that, the consular officer 
having otherwise fully administered the estate, the actual transmission of the 
assets to those persons shall be effected through such other channels as it 
may direct. 

(5) Where in the territory it is permitted to receive and distribute an 
estate of small value without first obtaining a grant of representation, a con- 
sular officer of the sending state shall be allowed, without obtaining such a 
grant, to receive and dispose of such an estate of a national of the sending 
state in accordance with the laws of the territory. 

(6) If a consular officer exercises the rights referred to in the preceding 
paragraphs of this Article with regard to an estate, he shall in that matter be 
subject to the law of the territory and to the jurisdiction of the courts of the 
territory in the same manner as a national of the receiving state. 

(7) In any case where it is brought to the knowledge of the local authorities 
(administrative or judicial) of the territory that— 


(a) there is an estate in the territory with regard to which the consular 
officer may have a right to represent interests under the preceding para- 
graphs of this Article; or 

(5) a national of the sending state has died in the territory and it appears 
that there is not present or represented in-the territory any person, other 
than a public administrator or similar official, entitled to claim 
administration of any property which the deceased may have left there, 
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they shall inform the consular officer to this effect. 


ARTICLE 19 


A consular officer may receive, for transmission to a national of the 
sending state who is not resident in the territory, from a court, agency, or 
person, money or property to which such national is entitled as a conse- 
quence of the death of any person. Such money or property may include, 
but is not limited to, shares in an estate, payments made pursuant to work- . 
men’s compensation laws or any similar laws and the proceeds of life insurance 
policies. The court, agency or person making the distribution is not obliged 
to transmit such money or property through the consular officer, and the con- 
sular officer is not obliged to receive such money or property for transmission. 
If he does receive such money or property, he shall comply with any conditions 


id 


a down by such court, agency or person with regard to furnishing reason- 
able evidence of the receipt of the money or property by the national to whom 
it 1 transmitted and with regard to returning the money or property 
in thevent that he is unable to furnish such evidence. 


ARTICLE 20 


Money or other property may be paid, delivered or transferred to a 
consular officer pursuant to the provisions of Articles 18 and 19 only to the 
extent that, and subject to the conditions under which, payment, delivery or 
transfer to the person whom the consular officer represents or on whose 
behalf he receives the money or property would be permitted under the laws 
and regulations of the receiving state. The consular officer shall acquire no 
greater rights in respect of any such money or other property than the person 
whom he represents or on whose behalf he receives the money or property 
would have acquired if the money or property had been paid, delivered or 
transferred to such person directly. 


PART VIII.—SHIPPING 
ARTICLE 21 


(1) When a vessel of the sending state visits a port (which includes any 
place to which a vessel may come) in the receiving state, the master and the 
members of the crew of the vessel shall be permitted to communicate with the 
consular officer in whose district the port is situated and the consular officer 
shall be permitted freely to perform the duties enumerated in Article 22 with- 
out interference on the part of the authorities of the territory. For the purpose 
of performing any of these duties, the consular officer, accompanied, if he 
desires, by consular employees on his staff, may proceed personally on board 
the vessel after she has received pratique. In connection with these duties the 
master and appropriate members of the crew may proceed to the consular 
Office in the consular district within which the vessel lies, unless the receiving 
state shall, on its own initiative, object in cases involving unreasonable time 
or distance of travel. 

(2) The consular officer may invoke the assistance of the authorities of 
the territory in any matter pertaining to the performance of these duties, and 
they shall give the requisite assistance unless they have special reasons which 
would fully warrant refusing it in a particular case. 


ARTICLE 22 


(1) The consular officer may question the master and members of the 
crew, examine the vessel’s papers, take statements with regard to the vessel’s 
voyage and her destination and generally facilitate the entry and departure of 
the vessel. When Custom House brokers or shipping agents are available, 


the consular officer shall not undertake work normally within the scope of — 


their activities. 

(2) The consular officer or a consular employee may appear with the 
master or members of the crew before the local authorities and courts, may 
lend his assistance (including, where necessary, arranging for legal aid) and 
may act as interpreter in matters between them and these authorities. These 
rights may be withheld only in cases where questions of national security 
are involved. : 

(3) The consular officer may, provided the judicial authorities of the terri- 
tory do not take jurisdiction in accordance with the provisions of Article 23, 
decide disputes between the master and members of the crew, including disputes 
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as to pay and contracts of service, arrange for the engagement and dischal)) 
of the master and members of the crew, and take measures for the preservation 
of good order and discipline on the vessel. 

_(4) The consular officer may take measures for the enforcemenfas’ the 
shipping law of the sending state. 

(5) The consular officer may, where necessary, make arrangements for the 

repatriation and the treatment in a hospital of the master or members of the 
crew of the vessel. 


ARTICLE 23 


(1) Except at the request or with the consent of the consular officer, the 
administrative authorities of the territory shall not concern themselves: with 
any matter concerning the internal management of the vessel. The judicial 
authorities of the territory may, however, exercise any jurisdiction which they 
may possess under the law of the territory with regard to disputes as to 
wages and contracts of service between the master and members of the crew. 
The administrative and judicial authorities will not interfere with the detention 
in custody on the vessel of a seaman for disciplinary offenses, provided such 
detention is lawful under the law of the sending state and is not accompanied 
by unjustifiable severity or inhumanity. 

(2) Without prejudice to the right of the administrative and judicial authori- 
ties of the territory to take cognizance of crimes or offenses committed on 
board the vessel when she is in the ports or in the territorial waters of the 
territory and which are cognizable under the local law or to enforce local 
laws applicable to vessels in ports and territorial waters or persons and property 
thereon, it is the common intention of the High Contracting Parties that the 
administrative and police authorities of the territory should not, except at the 
request or with the consent of the consular officer— 


(a) concern themselves with any matter taking place on board the vessel 
unless for the preservation of peace and order or in the interests of 
public health or safety, or 

(b) institute prosecutions in respect of crimes or offenses committed on 
board the vessel unless they are of a serious character or involve the 
tranquillity of the port or unless they are committed by or against 
persons other than the crew. . 


(3) If, for the purpose of the exercise of the rights referred to in para- 
graph (2) of this Article, it is the intention of the authorities of the territory 
to arrest or question any person or to seize any property or to institute any 
formal inquiry on board the vessel, the master or other officer acting on his 
behalf shall be given an opportunity to inform the consular officer, and, 
unless this is impossible on account of the urgency of the matter, to inform 
him in such time as to enable the consular officer or a consular employee 
on his staff to be present if he so desires. If the consular officer has not been 
present or represented, he shall be entitled, on his request, to receive from 
the authorities of the territory full information with regard to what has taken 
place. The provisions of this paragraph do not apply to routine examina- 
tions by the authorities of the territory with regard to customs, health and 
the admission of aliens, or to detention of the vessel or of any portion of her 
cargo arising out of civil or commercial proceedings in the courts of the 
territory. 


ARTICLE 24 


(1) A consular officer shall have the right to inspect, at ports within his 
consular district, a vessel. of any flag destined to a port of the sending state, 
in order to enable him to procure the necessary information to prepare and 
execute such documents as may be required by the law of the sending state 
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E condition of entry of such vessel into its ports, and to furnish to the 
competent authorities of the sending state such information with regard 
to sa or other matters as such authorities may require. 


( exercising the rights conferred upon him by this Article, the consular 
officer shall act with all possible despatch. 


ARTICLE 25 


(1) If a vessel of the sending state is wrecked in the receiving state, the 
consular officer in whose district the wreck occurs shall be informed as soon 
as possible by the appropriate authorities of the territory of the occurrence of 
the wreck. | 

(2) The appropriate authorities of the territory shall take all practicable 
measures for the preservation of the wrecked vessel, of the lives of persons 
on board, of the cargo and of other property on board, and for the prevention 
and suppression of plunder or disorder on the vessel. These measures shall 
also extend to articles belonging to the vessel or forming part of her cargo 
which have become separated from the vessel. 

(3) If the vessel is wrecked within a port or constitutes a navigational 
hazard within the territorial waters of the receiving state, the authorities of 
the territory may also order any measures to be taken which they consider 
necessary with a view to avoiding any damage that might otherwise be caused 
by the vessel to the port facilities or to other vessels. 

(4) If the owner of the wrecked vessel, his agent (or the underwriters 
concerned) or the master are not in a position to make arrangements, the 
consular officer shall be deemed to be authorized to make, as agent for the 
owner, the same arrangements as the owner himself could have made, if he 
had been present, for the disposal of the vessel in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the law of the territory. 

(5) No customs duties (including other duties imposed upon, or by reason 
of, the importation of goods into the territory) shall be levied by the authorities 
of the territory on the cargo, stores, equipment and fittings, or articles, carried 
by or forming part of the wrecked vessel, unless they are delivered for use 
or consumption in the territory, but the authorities of the territory may, if 
they think fit, require security for the protection of the revenue in relation to 
such goods. 

(6) No charge (other than customs duties, when they are applicable in 
accordance with paragraph (5) of this Article) shall be levied by the authorities 
of the territory in connection with the wrecked vessel, any property on board, 
or her cargo, other than charges of the same kind and amount as would be 
levied in similar circumstances upon or in connection with vessels of the 
receiving state. 


ARTICLE 26 


Where any articles belonging to or forming part of a wrecked vessel of 
any flag (not being a vessel of the receiving state or belonging to or forming 
part of the cargo of any such vessel) are found on or near the coast of the 
receiving state or are brought into any port of that state, the consular officer 
in whose district the articles are found or brought into port shall be deemed 
to be authorized to make, as agent of the owner of the articles, such arrange- 


ments relating to the custody and disposal of the articles as the owner himself 
could have made, if— 


(a) tn the case of articles belonging to or forming part of the vessel, the 
vessel is a vessel of the sending state or, in the case of cargo, the cargo 
is owned by nationals of the sending state; and 

(b) neither the owner of the articles, nor his agent, the underwriter, or the 
master of the vessel is in a position to make these arrangements. 
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ARTICLE 27 


(1) If the master or a member of the crew of a vessel of the receivi 
being a national of the sending state, dies afloat or ashore in any covgmy?, the 
competent department of the receiving state shall furnish promptly tov-a con- 
sular officer copies of the accounts which may be received by it with respect 
to the wages and effects of the deceased master or seaman, together with any 
particulars at the disposal of the department likely to facilitate the tracing of 
persons legally entitled to succeed to the property of the deceased. 

(2) In every case where the value of wages and effects of the deceased 
master or seaman, together with any other property of his which comes into 
the control of the competent department, does not exceed £100 sterling where 
the competent department is an authority of His Britannic Majesty (or 
$500.00, where the competent department is an authority of the United States) 
and the competent department is satisfied that there is any person entitled to 
succeed to the property of the deceased, otherwise than as a creditor, and that 
this person is resident in the sending state, the competent department will 
hand over the wages, effects and property in its custody of the deceased master 
or seaman to a consular officer. However, the competent department will 
have the right, before handing over, to meet out of the master’s or seaman’s 
assets under its control any claim against his estate of any person resident 
elsewhere than in the sending state, which it considers to be legally due. Any 
claim against the estate of the deceased master or seaman, which is received 
by that department after handing over, shall be referred to the competent 
department of the sending state. In the case of His Britannic Majesty the 
competent department will be the Ministry of Transport of the United Kingdom. 
In the case of the United States the competent department will be the Federal 
District Court for the port where the voyage on which the deceased master 
or seaman died is completed. It is understood that the Treasury Department 
(United States Coast Guard) will be prepared to receive. and transmit to the 
appropriate court all correspondence from the Ministry of Transport relating 
to the matters dealt with in this Article. | 

(3) In any case where the competent department does not hand over to 
a consular officer the wages and effects and other property in its custody of 
a deceased master or seaman, when the conditions for this purpose stated in 
paragraph (2) of this Article are fulfilled, the competent department shall, 
before delivering the assets to any person considered to be entitled to succeed 
to the property of the deceased, give notice to a consular officer of its intention, 
stating the person to whom it is proposed to deliver them, in order to give the 
consular officer a reasonable opportunity to furnish information which may 
be relevant for the final decision as to the person entitled to receive the property 
or to the existence of other claims on the estate of which the competent 
department may be unaware. 

(4) The provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Article do not apply 
where the competent department delivers assets in its custody to a person who 
has obtained a grant of representation from a court in the receiving ‘state, 
but in this case it shall promptly inform the consular officer to this effect. 


State, 


PART IX.—FINAL PROVISIONS 


ARTICLE 28 


(1) The provisions of Articles 15 to 27 relating to the functions which a 
consular officer may perform are not exhaustive. A consular officer shall 
be permitted to perform other functions, involving no conflict with the law 
of the territory, which are either in accordance with international law or 
practice relating to consular officers recognized in that territory or are acts 
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is no objection is taken by the receiving state. A consular officer may 
levy the fees prescribed by the sending state for the performance of consular 
pes : 

( is understood that, in any case where any Article of this Convention 
gives a consular officer the right to perform any functions, it is for the sending 
state to determine to what extent its consular officers shall exercise such 


right. 
ARTICLE 29 


The provisions of Article IV of the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation, 
signed at London on July 3, 1815,(*) and the provisions of Article III of the 
Convention relating to the Tenure and Disposition of Real and Personal 
Property, signed at Washington on March 2, 1899,(*) are hereby superseded 
in respect of the territories to which this Convention applies. 


ARTICLE 30 


(1) This Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of ratification 
thereof shall be exchanged at London. The Convention shall take effect 
on the thirtieth day after the date of exchange of the instruments of ratifica- 
tion and shall continue in force for the term of five years. 

(2) Unless six months before the expiration of the aforesaid term of five 
years either, High Contracting Party shall have given notice to the other 
of the intention to terminate this Convention, the Convention shall continue 
in force after the aforesaid term and until six months from the date on which 


either High Contracting Party shall have given to the other notice of 
termination. 


In witness whereof the above-mentioned Plenipotentiaries have signed this 
Convention and have hereunto affixed their seals. 


Done in duplicate at Washington this 16th day of February, 1949. 


For the President of the United 
For His Britannic Majesty : States of America : 


(L.S.) OLIVER FRANKS. (L.S.) DEAN ACHESON. 


( *‘ British and Foreign State Papers,”’ Vol. 3, page 78. 
*) “Treaty Series No. 17, 1900,” Cd. 356. 
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PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE > 


At the time of signing the Consular Convention of this day’s date @}jthailf 
of His Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas, in respect of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, and the President of the United States of America, the 
undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, declare that they have agreed 
that the provisions of paragraph (1) of Article 7 of the Convention shall not 
apply to Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, North Borneo, Cyprus, Gambia, 
Gibraltar, The Gold Coast, Hong Kong, The Leeward Islands, Federation of 
Malaya, Sarawak, Somaliland, Tanganyika and Uganda until notice is given by 
the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
to the Government of the United States of America that the law of these 
territories or any’of them has been amended to permit of effect being given 
to these provisions. The Government of the United Kingdom shall take all 
measures appropriate, having regard to its relationship with the Governments 
concerned, to obtain the consent of the latter to the prompt application of 
the said provisions to the aforesaid territories. | 


In witness whereof the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present protocol and affixed thereto their seals. 


Done in duplicate at Washington this 16th day of February, 1949. 


For the President of the United 
For His Britannic Majesty : _ States of America : 


(L.S.) OLIVER FRANKS. (L.S.) DEAN ACHESON. 
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(MINUTES) | 
LA AN unter tinals COAQ 


I have the honor to inform you that on the 29th 
April a British subject, James Colquhoun, holder of British 
passport No,C,.158296 issued at Shanghai on the S5Oth July, 
1942, end formerly an engineer of the Shanghei Water Works, 
wes discovered by the Customs authorities in an attempt to 
evade the currency regulstions. Colquhoun was not allowed 
to board the Butterfield & Swire steamer 8.5."Hupeh" and 
was told to return to his hotel and await instructions 
from the police, 


Le Colquhoun was attempting to smuggle out of China 
US$1,506 which he had concealed in tubes of shaving soap. 

He called at this Consulate.on the same day requesting advice 

end wag told that it was acvisable for him to comply with any 
instructions which might be given to him by the local authorities. 
He was told that this attempt at smuggling currency was a very 
serious matter and that it was not possible for this Consulate 

to take any action in the case. 


Se On the 10th May Colquhoun called et this Consulate 
again to inform me that on the afternoon of the 9th May he 
Wags summoned to attend at a Police Station in the city for 
questioning. After approximately three hours he was asked 
whether he wished to appeal to a higher Court. He stated 
thet he did not wish to do so. He was then asked to sign a 
paper written in Chinese only and he signed, adding efter 
his signature “ I do not wish to appeal to the High Court". 
Colquhoun was in an exceedingly nervous condition and was 
unable to give a coherent aecount either of: theiplace to 
which he was taken or of what happened during the questioning. 
He did not ask for a translation of the document he signed. 
It seems clear now, however, that this questioning wag in 
fact the trial of the case in the Tientsin Poecple’s Court, 


4 On the llth May he brought to thie Consulate a 
Chinese document given to him on that day by the police, a 
translation of which is enclosed herewith. As soon ag his 
Kxit Permit was returned to him I was able to arrange for him 
to leave on the next Butterfield & Swire steamer for Hongkong. 
He travelled in the 3.%."Peyang" which left Tientsin to-day. 


5. It is possible that this most unfortunate case will 
have wide repercussions, If there is any criticism of the 
 peverity of the Customs formalities, which are always enforced 

with great thoroughness, this case will no doubt be quoted 
the reagon- for such drastic treatment. It will also remain 
en invaluable piece ropaganda to show the leniency and 
forbearance of the C se authorities. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, A 
Your most obedient, humble | 


d.G.Hutchison, Esquire, C.B.ke, ie 
His Majesty's Charge d' Affaires, 
British Bmbasay, : (3.1. Burdett) 
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TIENTSIN PEOPLE'S COURT 


Judgment in Criminal Casee 
Noe “Yuan I Heing" 4292 of llth May, 1960, | 7 


Seal of the Tientsin People's court, 


Defendant: James Colquhoun, Male, aged 65, British subject; | : 
residing at No.314, Talati H@jige Hotel, Engineer ; . 
of Shanghai Water Workg. | : 


The Defendant was handed over to this Court by the Public Safety 
Bureau on charge of privately carrying US currency notes, The 
following judgment has been given by this Court after trial, 


Contents of Judgment 


Defendant be released after having been educated, 
Discovered US currency notes amounting to U8$1,506,- be 
confiscated, 

Exit Permit kept in the 10th Branch ais aia of the Public 
Safety Bureau be returned to him, 


Facts and Reasons. 


The Defendant, James Colquhoun, British subject, wishing to return 
to his home country owing to his advancing age, passed through 
Tientsin from Shanghai, On 29th April, 1950, when he was about to 
embark on §.S.Hupeh” leaving for Hongkong, Customs staff members 

at Butterfield and Swire wharf discovered from a shaving soap tube 

among his baggage some US currency amounting to US$1,506,-, 

These currency notes were subsequently detained by the Customs 

while the exit permit No, “Hu Chuan" 1120 issued to the Defendant 

was detained by the 10th Branch Station of the Public Safety Bureau, 

After signing a bond, he was ordered t» stay temporarily at the 

Talati House Hotel, Room No,d14, waiting to be dealt with. 


On 6th May, a letter of accusation was received from the Tientsin 
Public Safety Bureau, When tried at this Court, the Defendant 

frankly admitted the fact as mentioned ebove and recognised that 

his pravate carriage of the US currency notes had violated the Law 

of the People's Republic of China. He also confessed his fault, 


As his action has violated Article 1 of the Notification No, 
“Chin" 3 of 16th January, 1949, issued by the Tientsin Military 
Control Commission, governing the prohibition of foreign currency, 

a judgment has been given as above in accordance with the provisions 
as laid down in Item 2 of Article 4 of the same notification, 


Seal) Wang Siao-I 
President, 


(Seal) Chang Chi-chuan ( ) 
Chief Judge. 
9th May, 1950 


(seal) Liu Yun-feng ( ) 
Judge : 
(geal) Fu Chien ( ) 
Clerk, 


Certified true copy 
of the original 
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the Chinese Communists 
Presumably/detained Grice and brought 


this charge against him: 


(a) because they want to get rid of 
the only practicing British doctor in Tientsin, 


(bd) as an unfriendly gesture to show 
the British community, and foreigners generally, where 
| they get off, and to ‘create the right atmosphere of 
int imidation. and apprehension. 


Ze Dr Grice is in charge of the International 
Hospital, which is run by fhe British and American 
Communities Association. He is highly respected, 
and his services are invaluable. In addition he 
rendered Trojan service to the Chinese public 

during the catastrophic Tientsin floods of 1939, 

and to all British internees in Wekhsien during 
their internment by the Japanese. For his services 
he was awarded the O.B.E. He had been in practice 
in Tientsin for a large number of years, and but for 
his internment, which cost him most of his savings, 
he would probably have retired by now. 


de He may well have been involved in some 
gold bar or foreign currency transactions. He has 
to pay for the education of his family in this 
country, is presumably paid in local currency, and 
the Communist dollar over the period of about a 


/year and a half has fallen from somewhere in the 


region of 936 : £1 to % 100,000 : £1. In the 
circumstances it is not exactly impr6ébable that savings 
are kept in a foreign currency or gdi. Presumably 

any number of British subjects and foreigners could 

be picked up on a similar charge, and there would 
appear to be little doubt that the Chinese deliberately 
selected Dr. Grice. | 


/This 


26513 F,O.P 


li. This arrest will have serious effects on 

the morale of British communities in China. They 
will become increasingly convinced that their 

status is not much highér than that of "poor whites", 
and that. they can expect practically no protection 
if the Communists want to lock them up, or kick them 
out of the country. 


5. It will be seen that Grice is said to be 
held incommunicado. I think we should make it 
quite clear to Mr. Hutchison that we take an 
extremely serious view of this case. We should send 
our telegram en clairg so that the Chinese have a 
chance of seeing it, and we should not hesitate at 
a later stage to give full publicity. Failure to do 
s0 will only encourage the Chinese Communists to 
proceed with other arrests. If given an opportunity 
Mr. Hutchison should speak extremely bluntly 

to the Chinese. It might be argued .that 
reference to H.M.C.G. at Tientsin may get the Chinese 
to bring up the case of their Gonsuls in Malaya, 
but if they want to do this they will in any case raise 
it. If we shy off tackling them on an issue of this 
kind, we shall merely get deeper into the mud, and 
there would be little point in keeping our 
Consular offices in China at all. 


ARE Fai 


(A.A.E. Franklin) 


26th June, 1950. 


Mr. Hutchison 
No, 891 D. 9.05 am. June 24th, 1950 
June 23rd, 1950 R.10.29 a.m, June 24th, 1950 


| Following received from Tientsin ae No. 22 of 


Office and residence of Doctor J. W. Grice, 0.B.E. 
were searched by police yesterday June 2lst from about 
3 pem. till about 10 p.m. Since then Grice has been 
held incommunicado, 


2. It has been ascertained this morning that Grice 
is held by police on charge of "profiting in gold bars 
and foreign currency". He will be detained until enquiry 
is completed. Food and clothing can be delivered i: 
to him daily at 10th Ward Police Station, but no visitors 
or communications will be admitted, Book sent by his 
wife has already been returned, 


: 3. kmergency arrangements have been made for care 

of his patients at International Hospital. Please 
acknowledge receipt and pass to Foreign Office as my telegram 
No. 100. (Ends). 


DIST : 
Far Eastern Department 
Consular Department 
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Draft. 


Telegram to :— 


7 ssa 


No. .. 7 Man 
(Date) Apple / 6.0 
Repeat to :-— 


Tigntein. 7... 
/ 


RECEIVED 6.8. | 


30 JUN 1950 


—_~— 


SENT TO DEPT: 


En Clair. 

CEaax 

LBEKH- 
Distribution :— 
Foreign Office. 


(Date) ¢.9 JUN. 1950 


 cccaian até A "is M. 


ee classtfication}...... Peitsht pd oo 


—ifany * 
Addressed ‘to 


p i 
¢ =e 4 
* ¥ 
a / t ge 
‘ Py Celt 


ope eececcceeee 


repeated for information to.....baNaaoa 


| Ne 


Your telegram/891 for June 23rd snepeating 


TMeatein—telegrai 100 about detention of 


Dr. Gricel 

You should make urgent approach to 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, and request —_ 
immediate permission be given to allt Bun 
GonersLuttnDteoneedty to visit Grice, to converse 


privately with him, and to arrange for legal 


representation for him. Presumably 4ritr6rtre As 


was not officially informed by the authorities 

of Grice's detention. 

2. We should be grateful for fullest particulars 
of Grice's long record of service both in 


Tientsin and during the internment by Japanese 
WBE , : 
at We en, and particularly of his unremitting 


? 


and indefatigable work to assist Chinese people 


in Tientsin during the period of the Tientein 


flood. These particulars will be required for 


press in this country where news of his arrest 


will arouse most unfavourable reactions , since 
y|his: excellent record of service to the public 
is known to all who have ever been in North 


En Clair | 
FC 1611/18 FOREIGN OFFICE Dis 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING. 


Ne. 914 | 
» 1950. D. 1.21 p.m. 20th June, 1950. 


PRIORITY 


Addressed te Peking telegram Ne. 914 ef 29th June. 
Repeated fer infor matien te: Tientsin. 


Your telegram Ne. 891 Let June 23rd; detentien ef Dr. Grice/ . 


You sheuld make urgent appreach te Vice-Minister fer 

_ Fereign Affairs, ‘and request immediate permissien be given te 

Mr. Burdett te visit Grice, te cenverse privately with him, and te 
arrange fer legal representatien fer him. Presumably His Excellency 
was net efficially infermed by the autherities ef Grice's detention. 


2. We sheuld be grateful fer fullest particulars ef Grice's 
leng recerd ef service beth in Tientsin and during the internment by 
Japanese at Weihsien, and particularly ef his unremitting and in- 
defatigable werk te assist Chinese peeple in Tientsin during the peried 
ef the Tientsin fleed. These particulars will be required fer press in 
this country where news ef his arrest will areuse mest unfaveurable 
reactions, since his excellent recerd ef service te the public is knewn 
te all whe have been in Nerth China. 


MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS 


\ DOP Foreign office. 


A.& EB.W.Ltd. 
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No. 


BLS. 


Repeat to : 


(Date) AG {s5.0... 


30 JUN 1950 


RECEIVED IN C.B. 


AO SENT TO DEPT. | 
| Cypher. 


Distribution :— 


brought for entirely different reasons. | 
Je | 
behalf of the ‘British ‘communi ty are known to almost 
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ourriie F.0.. 
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Addressed to ....... Peking | 
telegram N oF IS Lz (date)..... 24 IIo 
repeated for information to Tientsin | 


My immediately preceding tele gran [ A/. 

We are extremely ate susges by this case, 
and imagine that neither Grice's past services 
to Chinese in Tientsin Ber any steps Sain 
by you will ‘in fact detar the Chinese authorities 
from pursuing the case against him. Presumably 
as the only practiging British doctor in | 
Tientsin ‘hy want to ges ria of him and pase teeny 
at a later stage in addition take over the 
International Hospital and its equipment. 
Ze i charge of gold bar or foreign i ela 
transaction could we assume equally well be brought 

‘ 


against quite re number of other Britigh subjects 


and foreign residents, who have to find ss dad and 


means of remitting funds for ‘families outeide 


a a 


China or to meet other commitments. The charge 


against ner. while based on alleged irregular 


‘financial transactions, was presumably in fact 


oO 
age. 
v4 
As arice and his. unremitting labours on | 
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everyone who has ever been in North China, 


a ey) ‘ ‘ ; . 
news of his arrest will cause widespread apenas 


" We shall confidentially advise 


o 


a 


the China Association of his case, ut for the 


present will seek to avoid, ublicity, although 


7 


«. - . 


at a later stage this may prove both desirable 


~ 


. 


Pe . 


and necessary. 
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Le You should take all possible steps to 


x , » 


assist Grice. We assume he will be held until 


] ; - ‘ 
‘ : : ie SS i 
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confession is signed, and ¥ ma, prior ,to 


aX ~ * ; * ‘ , 8 4 


expulsion. We should be grateful for. your. 


te ee gy ged - mits ‘oe 
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urgent views. 
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MARGIN. 


BE WRITTEN IN THIS 


Cypher/OTP = 
CONFIDENTIAL FO N OFFICE DISTRIB N. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING. 


Ne. 915 
29th June, 1950. D. 2.20 p.m. 29th June, 1950. 


essed te Peking teleg m Ne. 915 ef 29th June. 
Repeatec Ee n te: lontain: 


My immediately preceding telegram. 


We are extremely disturbed by this case, and imagine that 
neither Grice's past services te Chinese in Tientsin ner any steps 
taken by yeu will in fact deter the Chinese autherities frem pursuing 
the case against him. Presumably as the enly prac British 
decter in Tientsin they want te get rid ef him and pes at a later 
stage. in additien take ever the Internatienal Hospital and its equipment. 


2. A charge ef geld bar er fereign currency transaction 
could we assume equally well be breught against quite a number of 
ether British subjects and fereign residents, whe have te find ways 
and means ef remitting funds fer families eutside China er te meet 
‘ether commitments. The charge against him, while based en } 
alleged irregular financial t fens, was presumably in fact 
venege fer entirely different reasens. 


3. As Grice and his unremitting labeurs en behalf ef the 
British cemmunity are knewn te almest everyene whe has ever been in 
Nerth China, news ef his arrest will cause widespread apprehension. 
We shall cenfidentially advise the China Asseciatien ef his case, but 
fer the present will seek te aveid publicity, altheugh at a later mage this 
may preve beth desirable and necessary. 


a 4, . You should take all pessible steps te assist Grice. 
We assume he will be held until cenfessien is signed, and then _ 
i nei prier te expulsien. We sheuld be grateful fer _ urgent 
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Code R. FORBIGN OFFICE DISTRIBUTION. 


FROM TIENTSIN TO FOREIGN OFFICE L 


His Majesty's Consul General. 
Ne. 102 D. 8.35 a.m. 26th June, 1950. 


» 1950. R. 10.06 a.m, 26th June, 1950. 


RESTRICTED eC fb / /9 
: / 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 24 of June 24th. 


My telegram No. 22 taat ah 


After a delay ef about 12 months the local autherities have 
begun to issue resident certificates to foreigners at Tientsin. 
My wife and I, Doctor and Mrs. Grice and many other foreigners 
were summoned to attend at the Public Security Headquarters 
between 9 a.m. and 12 neen on June 21st to obtain our certificates. 
On receiving these documents we were told to take them to our 
respective ward police stations at 3 p.m. to get them stamped. 


2. Shortly before 3, Dr. Grice received a telephone message 
from his office boy asking him to call at his consulting roem as soen 
as possible. Grice left his house at once taking with him his 
household census card and resident card for himself and his wife in 
order to get them stamped by 10th ward of Police at Gerdon Hall 
on his way home. No coherent account “ what happened has been 
obtainable from the office boy who has Dr. Grice andhis 
former partners fer about 40 years and is very distressed. It appears 
that the police had already raided the consulting reems and reduced the 
office boy to a state of terror before Dr. Grice arrived there. 

They then interrogated Grice and ransacked: om office aud surgery. 


3. Mrs. Grice who is Irish and bas always been rather vague, 
nervous and shy is suffering shock butis ma | 
She thinks that her husband was brow b te thw heuse a4 dbeut $ p.m. 
by a party of about twelve men some of. whom were obviously police 
in uniform and carrying 8 were in civilian clothes 
and she thinks one of these who spoke fluent English may have been 
a senior member of the Bank of China. . Neither Grice nor his wife 
speak Chinese. They were not allowed to speak to each other. Grice 
was kept wider guard on the ground fleer where he was allowed to have 
ameal. Mrs. Grice was asked some questions about foreign currency 
and geld bars but pleaded complete ignorance of everything except wrt 
housekeeping. While the search was in progress telephone calls | 
were received from the International Hospital from friends and from 
patients all of whem were teld by the pelice that Dr. Grice was out 
en business. The police left the house ‘at out 10 p.m. hyith 
them Dr. Grice and seme American currency — aa mre 
which were found in the house. \ a 

4, By about 10 a. m. June ind sr 9.Froa ot ton 
Matheson and Company whe is/chairman of ts 


/\a) De. Grice oteaes 


RESTRICTED. 
No. 102 TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


(a) Dr, Grice was held at the Gorden Hall police station 


on suspicion of "prefiting in geld bars and fereign 
currency". 


(>) Bail would not be allowed and he would be detained 
- - pending the completion of the enquiry. 


(c) Feed but no cutlery might be brought te the police 
-- station twice daily. 


(4) Ne beeks, newspapers, letters, tobacco or visitors 
-- Wweuld be allewed. 


' § Dr. Grice was meved te the headquarters ef the Public 
Security Bureau on June 23rd where he is still held incommunicado. 
By erder of the pelice Mrs. Grice called there that morning. 
She was threatened and bullied by several men but refused te answer 
any questions and is unable te give coherent acceunt of the preceedings 
which may have lasted fer about ene hour. The men refused to 
divulge the charges against her husband because she refused to 
submit te interregatien. Mrs. Grice has been allewed te send some 
bedding but a camp bed was net allewed. Ne further particulars mave 
yet been ascertained. 


Please see my immediately fellewing telegram. 
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Doctor Grice, 0.B.E., in charge of the International 
Hospital run by the British and American comnunitgs in 
Tientsin was arsested by the Police on June 21st allegedly 
on suspicion of profiting in gold bars and foreign currency 
and hald in-communicado, without legal representation, 
in vermin-infested quartersy brow-beaten, cross-examined 
and generally treated on a basis of equality with Chinese 
criminals, he was released on June 24th after having signed 
a document admitting certain contraventions of currency 
regulations. 


Ce Doctor Grice was again summoned before the Criminal 
Division of the Tientsin City People's Court on June 28th. 
No formal charges were made and the hearing was adjourned 
Sine die. Doctor Grice has not yet been charged with 

or found guilty of any specific offence. The Police took 
from Doctor Grice's house, United States dollars, 3,000 in 
notes and 34 ounces of gold. It is understood that 
possession of gold and foreign currencies avi payment of 
anyone in foreign currencies for services rendered have not 
hitherto been regarded as offences and the same view has 
been adopted in Shanghai. 


36 H.M. Consul-General, Tientsin considers that the alleged 
currency offence is a mere pretext and that Doctor Grice 
is being persecuted in approved Russian Style because 


a) he is British and his detention will embarrass. 


b) he is the last reputable foreign doctor whose 

standards are too high for the Communists and 

whose incarceration would cause serious 

embarrassment to the entire foreign community. 
(Please see Peking telegram No. 947 of June 30th at Flag A.) 
H.M.Chargé d'Affaires at Peking in Peking telegram No. 950 ELAR 
considered that Doctor Grice had “regularly and persistently ~~ © 
over a long period comnitted a series of grave offences 
against the Chinese Law" and that action taken by the 
authorities was primarily motivated by the determination to 
safe-guard the new currency and punish breaches of the Law. 
Of these two interpretations we are inclined to consider Mr 
Burdett's as being by far the better founded. ¥ 


4. Doctor Grice fears that he may be ordered to write to 
his bankers asking them to send him full particulars of all 
payments made into his account since January 15th , 1949 
("Liberation" Day). The authorities have asked him to do so. 
As information supplied might incriminate many people still 
president in Tientsin he will not write to his bankers unless 
ordered to do so. Meanwhile he would be grateful if the 
Foreign Office would pass the following request urgently 

to all three banks on his behalf: | 


: (i) to refrain until further notice from replying to 
any letter from him which is not signed with all 
his christian names particularly William Hawksley. 


(ii) to refrain henceforth from sending him dther 
a statement of his account or any other statement 
regarding payments into his account. 


His banks are the Westminster Bank in London, the Hong Kong 


y 


fand 


Fad 
| "rk BES: 
and Shanghai Bank in New York:md the Hong Kong and sioshas 
Bank in Hong ares The views of the Legal Adviser’ are 
attached in FC 1611/23. After taking these views into 
consideration, it is recommended that we should inform the 
Banks of Doctor Grice's request and give them briefly 
and confidentially the history of his victimisation, but 
leave the decision as to what action they should take, 
entirely to them. The Treasury have been consulted and suggest 
that our best course as far as informing the Westminster Bank 
and the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank in Hong Kong are 
concerned would be to let Mr. Portsmore of the Bank of 
England have the details. He woula then do this for us. 

As far as the Bank in New York is concerned we would have 
to ask H.M. Consul-General, New York to do this. 


ore Draft telegram to H.M. Consul—General, New York and 
draft letter to Mr. Portsmore, Bank of England are stacked’ 
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D. 11.22 a.m. 28th June, 1950. 


28th June, 1950. : Re 1.25 pom. 28th Jue, 1950, 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
Following received from Tientsin. ee 
[Begins] 


\ddressed to Peking telegram No,36 S yang Of Une 26th 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office & Shanghai. ; 

My telegram No. 2h. q 

Dr. Grice was released on Saturday evening June 24th | 
and reached his house at about 10 p.m. having first obtained 
usual “extenuating guarantee" from Messrs, Mackenzie and 
Company text of which is not available,. He thinks the 
guarantee makes no mention of any conditions of money and 
does not constitute "bail" or security because he was told 
that he had not been under arrest or no charges had been 
made against hin, 


2. Before he was released he was obliged to sign a 
document in which he admitted having committed reckless 
controventions of currency regulations: 


(a) Acceptance of small sums in foreign currency in respect 
of medical fees 


(b) receipt of foreign currency by transfer and by cheque 
(c) receipt of gold 
(4) retention of United States currency in his possession, 


_ 3 Dr. Grice states that pein took fron his house on 
June. 21st: 


20 
sa 7 (q) wee than United Staten daltars 3,000 in notes 
~~) about 34 omees of gold in small nuggets 


e. 

Ne) one file of papers containing statements schon ‘Sndividoal 
patients’ firms and this consulate about payment: 

to hie for services rentered, — Ka) and (b) 4 


(a) and (b) will almost certainly be confiscated, 

Grice has been told to hold himself in readiness for 
"further questioning" but does not know whether he will 
be brought before a court or not. 


4. Though his house had been ransacked the 
authorities do not appear to have discovered all the 
information they wanted and Grice was mable to give 
required details because he has no need and does not 
bother to keep proper accounts, He admitted that he 
has accounts in the following banks:(a) in London, 
Westminster Bank Limited, Southwark Branch, 8 Borough 
High Street, SE. (b) in New York, Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Bank 72, Wall Street (c) in Hong Kong, Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Bank. He was asked if he could write to these 
three Banks requesting them to sénd him full particulars 
of all payments made into his account since January 15th, 
1949 ("Liberation" day). As this would imeriminate many 
people sfill resident in Tientsin he does not intend to 2 
make any such request unless local authorities order him 
to do so, Meanwhile he would be grateful if the Foreig 
Office would pass the following request urgently to all 
three Banks on his behalf. (1) to refraii witil further 
notice from replying to a any letter from him which is not 
signed with all his Christian names, particularly William 
Hawksley (2) to refrain henceforth from sending him either 
statements of his account or any other communication © 
regarding payments made into his account, 

6{sic], If Doctor Srice is ordered to write to his 
Bankers I will report the fact to you by telegram. I 
suggest the three Banks might then be requested to send 
at their leisure non committal replies to the effect that 
a full statement of account from January 15th 1949 could 
be sent in due course but that they could not undertake 
to include such statement of names of persons by whom 

money had been paid in or to whom money had been paid out 
and that they would tale no further action pending — 
confirmation from We Grice that such a statement of 


) 


| 
| 
| 


eo 


6. Foreign Office inform London Benk and pass 
New York and Hong Kong for necessary action there. 


.7% Peking please pass to Foreign Office and Shanghai 
as my telegrams Nos.105 and 58 respectively, 


TO: 


Far Eastern Dept. 
Consular Dept. 
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Confidential. 
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s ecurity classification]...0O NFIDENTIAL 
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Addressed to 


repeated for information to 


os 


{Detention of Doctor Grice at Tientsin/. 
‘Please confidentially in-form the Hatave® 
of Hong Kong md Shanghai Bank, New York, 


MARGIN. 


(2 Wall Street, that Doctor Gricehas requested 


us urgently to pass the folowing message on 
his behalf: 

i) That Bank refrain until further notice 
from replying to any letter from him which is 
not signed with all his christian names 
particularly William Hawksley 
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ii) That Bank refrain henceforth from 


s 


sending him either m statementsSof his atcount 
or any other regarding payments into 


his account. 


NOTHING 4 TO 


Distvibutios Ze This request is made because Doctor Grice 


Departmental fears that he may be ordered to write to his 
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5, 
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Far Eastern _ bankp asking them to send full particulars of all 
Department | 


nomen” 
VY) 
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payments into his account and that such information 


Consular Departaynt aD 
may be used to incriminate. other foreign residents 


in Tientsin. 


E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


3. Doctor Grice is @& highly respected doctor 
in charge of the International Hospital in 
Tientsin. He was detained by the Police on 


mee ees + 


. 
> ae - 
pare “ae 
f ue, 
s Be Bas 
Pa ae . - 
4 ee 
€ i 
" s 2 
$ 
i j : ~ 
£ 7 . 4 of 
¥. : & 
«* - : 
- 
« ait a . 
LS Sy SE oa a eee ee a —— =% ; 
- 


% 
“June 21 st allegedly « on ) suspicion of profiting 
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¥ x Dey and 1 omy 


released on. June 2th after having signed a 
document admitting certain ns of- 

aay Betite o 
of currency regulations. VW We-saspeet that 


allegations against Dector Grice are a mere 
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pretext and may hosetbig-heve bees made with 
OmMeA 
the object of incriminating sae—-many ise we 


as possible. 
: et | 
Le You should SepEV ORE She Manager of the 


Bank the nrveed to treat this information 

as confidential and to ensure that it becomes 
known only to senior members of the Bank. 
You should at the same time make it clear that 
you are .restrieting your action to transmitting 
the request on Doctor Grice'’s behalf and that | 
any action which Bank take is entirely matter _ 
for them to decide. For your own information 
we are making a similar approach here through 
the Bank of England to the Westminster Bank 


and the Héng Kong and Shanghai Bank in Hong Kon 


as Doctor Grice also holds accounts in these. twe 


Banks. » 
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IN THIS 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Draft 
Telegram toi-~- 


NEW YORK. 


Noe 

(Date ) 

Repeat toi- 
PEK ING 
TIENTSIN 


Mr. Best first 


Cypher 


Di stribution:- 
Departmental 


Far Bastern 
Department 


Consular Department 


FP.Oe, 


(Date pecccccvccccccecsscoccccres 


De spatchede cocccccccesecsoel 


/Security classification 
- if any 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Addressed to NEW YORK 
telegram Noe cceccecese (da te) eeceveece 


repeated for information to PEKING AND TIENTSIN. 


{Detention of Doctor Grice at Tientsin/. 
Please confidentially inform the Manager of 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank, New York, f2 Wall Street, 


that Doctor Grice has requested us urgently to pass 
the following message on his behalf: 
i) That Bank refrain until further notice 

from replying to any letter. from him which is not 
signed with all his christian name 8 particularly 
William Hawksley 

ii) That Bank refrain hence2orth from sending him 
either statements of his account or any o ther 
communication regarding payments into his account. 
2e This reque st is made because Doctor Grice fears 
that he may be ordered. ‘so write to his banker's asking 
them to send full particulars of all payments into 
his account and that such information may be used to 
incrimina te other foreign residents in Tientsin. 
30 Doctor Grice is highly respected doctor in 
charge of the International Ho spital in Tient nee 
He was detained by the Police on the 21st June 


allegedly on suspicion of profiting in gold bars and 


foreign currency and only released on 2kth June after 


mh having signed a document admitting certain 


ventions of currency regulations, Police 
fi ‘om this house United States dollars 5,000 in 
It is understood 


that possession of gold and foreign currencies 
and payment of anyone in such soy ean for 


services rendered have not hitherto been regarded as 


offences and the same view has been adopted in 
Shanghai. It is possible that allegations against 


Doctor Grice are a mere pretext and may possibly 
have been mate with the ob ject of incriminating 
other foreigners. | | 

le You should impress on the Manager of. the Bank 
the need to treat this information as confidential 
and to ensure that it becomes known only to senior 
members of the Banke You should at the game t ime 
make it clear that you are restricting your action 
to SFADMRS ESI AS the Fequess on woaner Grice's | 
behalf and that any action which Bank take is 
entirely matter for them to decide. For your own 
information on are making a similar approach here 
through the Bank of England to the Westminster Bank 
and the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank in Hong Kong as 


Doctor Grice also holds accounts in the se two Banke. 


Cypher 
FC 16 (|{/aOD 


Confiden 


TROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO NEW YORK (CONSUL GENERAL) 


No. 35 | D: 2.35 pem. 8th July, 1950. 
Sth July, 1950. 


Jp Le : Ons. f yhOe & R.. [eram NC mo 
Repeated for information to Peking and Tientsin. 


[Detention of Doetor Grice at Tientsin], 


Please confidentially inform the Manager of Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Bank, New York, 72 Wall Street, that Doctor 
Grice has requested us urgently to pass the following 
message on his behalf ;: 

(i) That Bank refrain until further notice from replying 
to any letter from him whieh is not signed with all his 
christian names particularly William Hawksley 

(44) That Bank refrain henceforth from sending him either 
statements of his account or any other communication 
regarding payments into his account. 


2. This request is made because Doctor Grice fears that 
he may be ordered to write to his Bankers asking them to 
send full particulars of all payments into his account 
and that such information may be used to incriminate 
other foreign residents in Tientsin. 


3. Doctor Grice is highly respected doctor in charge of 
the International Hospital in Tientsin. He was detained 
by the Police on June 21st allegedly on suspicion of 
profiting in gold bars and foreign currency and only 
released on June 24th after having signed a document 
admitting certain contraventions of currency regulations. 
Police took from his house United States dollars 3,000 in 
notes and 34 ounces of gold. It is understood that 
possession of gold and foreign currencies and payment of 
anyone in such currencies for services rendered have not 
hitherto deen regarded as offences and the same view has 

been adepted in Shanghai. It is possible that allegations 
Doster Grice are a mere pretext and may pessibly have been 


/made with theseess 
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made with the object of incriminating other fereigners. 


4. You sheuld impress en the Manager ef the Bank the 
need te treat this infermatien as cenfidential and te 
ensure that it becemes known only te senier members of 
the Bank. You sheuld at the same time make it clear 
that you are restricting your action te transmitting 
the request en Decter Grice’s behalf and that any action 
which Bank take is entirely matter fer them te deeide. 
Fer yeur ewn infermation we are making a similar 
appreach here threugh the Bank ef England te the 
Westminster Bank and the Heng Keng and Shanghai Bank 
in Heng Keng as Decter Grice alse helds acceunts in 
these twe Banks. 


Far Bastern Department 


Censular Department. 
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I understand that Mrs. pics haga ek ash 
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Confidential. 
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Daz = about the case of Doctor Grice who was 


of the Treasury has already spoken to you 


detained in Tientsin by the Chinese 
Draft. ) 


"oS. Pontemorece Communist authorities dlegedly for contravening 


Bank of England 
To certain currency regulations. 


26 I enclose in this connection a copy of 


a telegram sent to H.M. Consul-General at 
oe New York requesting him to approach Hong Kong. 


and Shanghai Bank in New York and to transmit 


ASkCA KS 
the message which Doctor Grice has seqestted 


on LS OCCAKE®E - 
== to passK< We should be grateful if you 


MARGIN. 


would be good enough to take similar action 


as far as the other two Banks are concerned. 


IN THIS 


These two Banks are: 

From: a) the Senden Westminster Bank Limited, 
IS.H 

Mr. Shattock. Southward Branch, 8 Borough High Street, S.H- 


b) the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank in 


Sey Hong Kong. 
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* NTTAT 68th July * 1950. 


I understand that iirs. Granger-Taylor of the 
Treasury tias already spoken to you about the case 
of Doctor Grice who was detained in Tientsin by 
the Chinese Communist anthorities allegediy for 
contravening certain currency regulations. 


Ze I enclose in this connexion a cony of a 
telegran sent to His Yajesty's Consul-General at 
New York requesting him to apsroach Nong ‘ong and 
Shanghai Bank in Hew York and to transmit the 
message which Doctor Grice has asked us to pass 

on his behalf. We should be grateful if you would 
be good enough to take sisiler action as far as 
the other two Banks are concerned. These two 
Banks are:- 


(a) the Nestminster Bank Limited, Southwerd 


(b) the Hong Kong end Shanghai Benk in Hong 
KON. 


(J. 3. H, Shattock) 


BP. de Portamnore, ES 
Bank of Engl 


FOREIGN OFPIGE, 3. Wele 
Sth July, 1950. 


I understand that Mrs. Granger-Taylor of the 
Treasury has already spoken %o you about the case 
of Doctor Grice who was detained in Tientsin by 
the Chinese Communist anthorities allegediy for 
contravening certain currency reguiations. 


Ze I enelose in this connexion a copy of a 
telegran sent to His Najesty's Consul-Gencral at 
New Yor: requesting him to aporoach Nong ‘ong and 
Shanghai Senk in New York ani to transmit the 
message which Doctor Grice has asked us to pass 
on his behalf. Ye should be grateful if you would 
be good enough to take similar action as far as 
the other two "anks are concerned. These two 
Bans are:~ 


(a) the Yestminster Sank Limited, Southward 
"ranch, &, Borough High Street, 5.E. 


(b) the Hong Kong end Shanghai Sank in Hong 
FOng. 


(J. 3 H. Shattoek) 


J. Porteamor®, “Sd. 
Bank of mien,” 
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Mr, Hutchisen De. 2.28 poem. 29th June, 1950. 
a — 
| US, 1950. Re 3.56 Pele 29th Jume, 1950, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Fellewing received frem Tientsin, ¥, ‘ll 
[Begins] | f 


Addressed te Peking telegram Ne. 37 saving/ef 26th Jue 
repeated te Fereign Office and Shanghai, c 
ee ie 


My immediately preceding telegram, (30 “ ~° | 


As seen as Dr, Grice reached the pelice statien on 
Wednesday night 2ist June he had te hand ever the centents 
ef his peckets te the pelice, whe alse relieved him ef his 
shee laces, his belt, his wrist watch and his spectacles 
(witheut which he is "mable te read and cannet even see 
distinctly), All these articles tegether with Residence 
Permits fer himself and wife (which had meanwhile been 
stamped by the pelice and are valid fer 12 menths,) were 
5 ag te him when he was released en Saturday night 

JUNC, 


2.+ In the ceurse ef his detentien which lasted fer three 
nights gnc three days he was meved by pedicab under escert 
fron on Hall police statien, first te Headquarters ef the 
Public Security Bureau in ex-Japenese cencessien, then te Mnsnce 
Office ef the Military Centrel Cenmmissien in the ex-French 
Cencessien and finally te seme pelice er military effice in 
the Chinese city. He was required te Bg cli own edad 

He was threugheut his éetentien cenfin 

wmventilated, vermin-infested cells er dettation 3 otes ef 
varying sizes which were packed with Chinese criminals te such 
mn extent that it was impessible te lie full length on the 
fleer, Each cell er reem centained ene primitive latrine in 
revelting conditien end ene tin basin fer ablutiens. Water 
fer washing er drinking purpeses was ebtainable only from a 
tap in the: latrine, 


3. Dr. Griee whe is ever 59 years eld and hes white heir 

was treated kindly by his fellew priseners but was invarisbly 

pd 409 brew-beaten and treated wi severity by his inter- 
ters, eaterrogastens teek p at at 


intervals tine ef the tay ar ight end in his 
. fn’ an adjeining eff! 


4. Grice was net allewed te ask any questiens and ne 
infermatien sbeut his case was divulged te him. Hs was 
plied with questions, ebvieusly the ebjeet ef which was te 
eause him te incriminate all his patients end/er friends. 

He steadfastly refused te mentien the name ef any persen still 
resident in China and was ence mere bullied fer refusing te 
"eeoperate" with his interregaters, He spent the night ef 
22nd June at Security Headquarters in a small reem with 20 
ether priseners, Threugheut the night ene Chinese prisener 
whe was seated en the fleer in the eentre ef the reem with 
handcuffs en his wrists was interregated by pelice te the 
accempsniment ef sheuts frem varieus fellew priseners whe may 
perhaps have been agents ef the pelice, Grice dees net 
speak Chinese and was therefere wmable te fellew the 
preceedings which were ne deubt intended fer the edification 
ef himself and ether recalcitrants in the reem. Sleep was 
ef course impessible fer any ef the inmates and befere the 
victim was led eut ef the reem his handcuffs had been 
gradually tightened wmtil his hands were purple and swellen, 
Grice saw this man next day with his wrists wrapped in 
pendages. 


5. In the course ef the interregation Grice was ordered te 
effix his thumb prints te varieus decuments in Chinese end 
English, summarising his replies te the questiens, Befere 
his release he was ebliged te sign a decuméent in Chinese end 
English which gqueted admissiens ef lt mentioned in 
paragraph 2 ef my immediately prece@ing telegram. Until 

the moment ef his release he was herded with Chinese criminals 
ef every type in filthy surreundings, was subjected te severe 
mental strain end was threatened and treated with contempt 

by all except his fellew priseners, 


6. Peking please pass te Fereign Office and Shanghai as ny 
telegrams Nes, 106 and 36 respectively. 


Far Eastern Depertaent 
Censuler Departaent 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Hutchison 
No, 951 D. 11.09 a.m. 30th June, 1950 
30th June, 1950 Re Veum Dette ge \ i 


PRIORITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Tientsin telégram No. 58 Saving 
Repeated for information to foreign Office, 


Your telegram No. 37/ Saving and preceding 
telegrams. 


Please report whether you or any member of your 
staff applied to the appropriate authorities for 
permission to see Grice during his detention and if 
so what was the result, 


DISTRIBUTED TO:- 
Far Eastern Department 
Consular Department 


HHH H 


Nur bo drnteri. Lil 37 
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Last Paper. 


| 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


(Minutes.) 


Please see also FC.1611/20¥21 ana /22 attached. 
Earlier papers (FC.1611/18 and/19) are not 
available but spares of the telegrams are attached, 


ae The position is briefly that Dr. Grice, a 
highly respected and reputable British Doctor in 
Tientsin, with an excellent record of service to 

the Bublic, was arrested by police in Tientsin . 

on the 2lst June. No charge was made against him 
but it was ascertained Was on the following morning ‘ar 
he was held on suspicion of "profiting in gold bars 
and foreign currency". His house and office were 
ransacked and various sums of foreign currency were 
removed, together with certain documents which might 
possibly incriminate others in his alleged black 
market activities. He was released on the evening 
of the 24th June, under a guarantee given by a 

local British firm, It is not yet known whether 

he is to be charged with the alleged offence. 


ee During the course of his detention he was 
subjected to frequent interrogation and bullying; 
while he was not subjectedto physical ill-treatment, 
the conditioms of his detention left much to be 
desired. He was not allowed to ask any questions 
and no information about his case was divulged to 
him, Attempts were made to make him ineriminate 
others which he refused to do. Before his release 
he was obliged to sign a document admitting that he 
had committed “reckless contravention of currency 
regulations", He was asked if he could write to his 
three Banks abroad (London, New York and Hong Kong) 
asking them to send him full particulars of all 
payments made to his account.since the communists 
took over in Tientsin. He has not so far done this. 
s far as the general questim is concerned of what 


action should be taken locally in co tion with 
Dr. Grice's arrest, I think we shoul ey: whet 
Peking telegram No.950 within, H.M.C.G. at Tientsin 
has been asked (FC.1611/22) whether he applied for 
permission to visit Dr. Grice. In his reply he will 


‘|no doubt comment on Mr. Hutchison's view as (6xpressed 


within) that there is no case for a protest. — 


Next Paper. 


§. We should, however, urgently take action on 
the requests made at the marked passages in Peking 


26513 F.O.P / telegram 


\ 


telegram N92930 in FC.1611/20,.__ Dr. Grice has 


asked whether his banksicould be asked to : 
refrain from replying. to any letter from him which 
is not signed with all his christian names and 

to refrain from sending him statements of account 
or other similar communications. 


6 This is not a straight-forward case of an 
arrest for contravention of local. law. It will 
be seen from paragraph 1 of Foreign Office telegram 
No.915 to Peking (spare attached) and from 
paragraph 2 of Peking telegram No.9h4% that there 
is a strong probability that the currency offence 
is a mere pretext and that Dr. Grice is being 
persecuted for political reasons. We shoud, 

be grateful if the legal advisers would inform 

us whether there is any objection to our passing 
these requests to his Bankers. 


The immediate point is the action whieh it. 
remains for us to take on FO 1611/20 at Flag A. It 
will be seen that Dr. Grice has asked us urgently on 
his behalf to pass the following requests to the thrpe 


banks mentioned. i 


(4) To refrain from further notice from replying 
to any letter from him which is not signed with all 
his Christian names. 

(2) To refrain henceforth from sending him 
statements of his account or any other communication 
regarding payments made into his account. Of the three 
banks one is in London, one in New York, one in Hong| Kong. 
The reason for this request is that any such statement 
might incriminate many people still resident in Tientsin. 
It will be seen that Dr. Grice fears that he ormnat ioh 

r 


forced to write to these banks asking for informati 
which he @des not want and which may incriminate ot 


people. | 


I hope that there is no legal objection to our 
passing this message confidentially to the banks | 
concerned, I should be grateful for the views of tht 
Legal Adviser. rf ae : 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


ee 1 te 


Mele hen. o> hack & Re ntsc . — 4 


TY. 
dy oa at ney pe: cabling 229 


a ke. 


ot Met 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


z 
Lu 
- 
= 
& 
> 
lu 
At) 
O 
as 
O 
z 
L 
- 
O 
z 


FO 11/23 


If we are to advise the Banks in 
accordance with Dr. Grice's request, we 
ought to do so at once. Admittedly, there 
is the risk that Dr. Grice will be held in 
Tientsin until the Banks provide the 
information which the Chinese are after. 

If we do not pdgfGthe Banks, other members 
of the British foreign communities are 
likely to be incriminated and possibly 
victimised by the Chinese. 


Ze As Mr. Best point out in his minute, 
there 18 a real discrepency between the 
views in Peking Tel. 947 which gives 

H.M. Consul General. Tientsin's comments 

and Peking Vv‘elegram 950 which gives those of 
Mr. Hu@hison. Of the two interpretations 
those that come from lhir. e seem 

to be the Cotas ¢ fhe Beking telegram 
seems rather alarmincly doctrinaire and 
perhavs somewhat lacking in hard headedness. 


There would apvear to be little doubt that 
Mr. funders 1S right in saying that if 


Dr. Grice has committed a criminal offence, 


an extremely large number of criminals 


exist in all the foreign communities. His 
Majesty's Consul General who certainly used 
Oo hold a small gold dollar reserve, would 
Similarly at one time have fallen into this 
Small criminal category. As regards the 
probable reasons for Grice's detention, 
we have alreav‘y minuted ‘on FC 1611/18 and 
it 1s worth noting that the views 
Subsequently received from Tientsin in 
Peking telegram 947 confirm our ownto a 
very large degree. it is further worth 
noting that the Chinese apvear to have 
purchased the Wagon-Lits hotel and to be 
paying United States dollars in Hong Kong 
for this. There may, on technical grounds, 
be some reason why Grice's actions in 
converting his earnings into money which he 
could remit out of the country for the 
education of his daushters is criminal, 
while this Chinese action is not. 


oe I would recommend that we inform the 


Banks confidentially and if this is agreed 
will draft telegrams in this sense. 


APE het 


(A.A.E. Franklin) 
5th July, 1950. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE DISTRIBUTION, 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Hutchison. D. 11.50 a.m. 30th June, 1950. 
No. 950, - 
$0th June, 1950, R. 2.15 p.m. 30th June, 1960. 


——_ 
_ 


CONFIDENTIAL SU 6 ub ie 


tnt Sn ee TORR ae 


Addressed to Foreign Office y telegram No. 950 of June 30th. 


Repeated for information Saving to Tientsin, 


>” Your telegrams Nos. else — eye rie 
coat ANAS 


< : You will now have received Tie tsin telegrams Nos, on 
N36, be and 34 to me, (F 


2. while I agree that treatment accorded to Grice has been 
ceplorabi Iam sure that we should be ill-advised to make an issue 
of it. 


3. The en facts appear indisputable:- 
Gric gs Be 18] ¢ ond De aa 


committed a satles of ve om aeninat the Chinese law. 
ft was common knowledge tsin that he has been doing so. 


His treatment while in detention, shocking from Western 
standards, was no worse than that accorded to Chinese accused 
of similar offences. : 


He has now been released and has or is about to be emmrged 
(50 I hear). 


Chinese authorities could not be expected to notify 
_ Mr. works Grice's detention since they do not recognise his status 
as a Consular Officer. Iam asking Mr. Burdett to report whether 
‘he or any member of his staff was refused permission to see Grice 
; during his detention. 


: 4, In my opinien this is not (repeat not) a case suitable for 


publicity (paragraph 3 of your telegram No. 915) which would probably 
embarrass Grice and others. 


5. 1 see no reagon whatever to suppose that action taken by 
_ the authorities as any intention behind it other than 


» hiibiiateatien to debiieied the now exrtency wat 
breaches of the law | 
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a possible desire to make it plain that foreigners are 
just as subject to the provisions of the Chinese law 
as are the Chinese themselves. 


6. Ido not think that Grice's services in the past or those 


any foreigner in China will save him or them from prosecution 
they break the law. 


_ 1. feel I should add that Doctor Grice is an old personal 
‘friend for whom I have the highest regard. 
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Mr. Dening. 
Head of Far Eastern Department. 
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Mr. Hutchison . 1. 30th June, 1950 


Noe Wl : 
30th June, 1950 Re 2.40 pem. 50th June, 1950- 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Following received from Tientsin. 


ddressed to Peking telegram No. 25 of June 21 4 
Repeated for r iateres tion | to Foreign ‘oes: Rit thts 


Shanghai. Cie /S 


aa Nepean ey a | 
My immediately preceding a > >: Lis a 


Mrs. Grice has slept at my house as from the night of 
Jume 22nd but spends the day in her own house. The police 
have refused to enter her name on my house census card 
which is in her husband's hands. I shall continue to extend 
hospitality to Mrs. Grice until further notice in order that 
she may at least have rest at night and freedom from weeping 
Chinese servants and distressing friends. 


2. New laws and regulations are not easily ascertainable - 
particularly by foreigners - and much depends upon varying 
interpretations adepted by the lecal authorities from time te 
time. Currency and customs regulations are the most cemplicated 
of all. If itis an offence te held foreign currency and/er 
geld bars then Dr. Grice, whe is a widely respected 
professional man, is undoubtedly one [gp. undee] of an enormous 
number of criminals ef all natienalities. I suspect that the 
alleged curreney offence is a mere pretext amd that Dr. Grice is 
being persecuted in appreved Russian style because 

(a) he is British and his detention will embarrass 

(b) he is the last reputable fereign dector whese 
standards are teo high fer the Communists and whese 
inearceration will cause serious embarrassment to the entire 
foreign community especially te the empeverished persons 
to whem he. gives his services free ef charge 

(e) he had ne intention of leaving Tientsin and this is 
the best way ef fercing him te clear out,_ 

Peking please pass te Foreign Office “and simagnad as my 
tesegrene Hes. " and 57 eee” 


ou a> 
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FROM TIENTSIN TO FOREI x 
c Ib b/s as. 
His Majesty's Consul General 


No. 108 1.58 pe Pel. ith July, 1950. 
3rd July, 1950. : 3.16 pom. & th July, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telecram No. 40 Saving of 
Repeated for infoxmation to Foreign Office 


Shanghai. Jb ig 


Your telegrams Nos. 9 oreign Office and 56 Saving 
to me (not to Foreign Office or Shanghai}. | 


Neither I nor any member of my staff applied for permission 
to see Grice during his detention because even an informal 
request made through a Chinese clerk would have served no 
useful purpose and would almost certainly have made the matter 
worse for the victims We have been told repeatelly that (a) we 
cannot act in a representative capacity (b) we cannot make 
appointments with any local ie and will only be received 
with the general public during office hours provided our 
business is concerned exclusively with our private and personal 
affairs. 


2. In cases such as this where it is alleged that an offene 
against the law has been committed and-the authorities bring 
inte operation what they regard as "the due process of the law" 
the most that I can safely do in the present circumstances 
is to let it be known to the authorities that I am reporting 
facts and doing my best to extend assistance to the accused and 
his dependents. At my request the Committee ef the Internatienal 
Hospital engaged. the services of Mr. Shoolingin (a Russian 
lawyer who has adepted Chinese citizenship) te assist Grice 
but Sheelingin is not allowed to practice his proféssien er 
te appear in any capacity except as interpreter fer his clients. 
I am inclined to think that my indirect intervention did in 
fact hasten the release ef Grice and I gather Mr. Urquhart whe 
has been with me shares these views. 


3. Grice was summoned to appear befere Criminal Divisien 
Tientsin City Peeple’s Court en June 28th in cennexien with 
"breeches ef currency regulations" but no formal charges were 
made against him. The hearing which lasted for abeut one hour 
appears te have been a continuation ef the investigations degorib- 
ed in my telegrams Nes. 36 and 37 Saving te you and was : 

/ dine die. fo, = 
. 
OPS As 


iti osieut 


: Tientsin telegram No. 108 te Fereign Office 
a 


Sine die. Investigation is therefore still thgeretically 
in pregress and Grice has net yet been charged with, er 
found guilty ef, any specific effence. Grice has admittedly 
been careless but Sheolingin tells me pessession of geld 

and fereign currencies in this country and payment ef anyene 
in foreign currencies for services rendered in this country 
have net hitherto been regarded as effences and I understand 
the same view has been adepted in Shanghai. I have asked 
Sheolingin to analyse admissiens mentioned in paragraph 

2 of my telegram Ne. 36 Saving and let me have the texts 

ef relevant currency regulations. Meanwhile in strict 
confidence he has expressed te me his epinion that lecal 
authorities can and de interpret as an effence anything 
that is net specifically declared to be legal and permissible. 


4. <All ef this reinferces my suspicion that allegations 
against Dr. Grice are a mere pretext and have been made ° 
net énly with the object ef incriminating as many foreigners 
a8 possible but also for reasens ether than those which 
appear on the surface. 


5. I agree that publicity at this stage would be 
most embarrassing fer Grice and ethers and I consider we 
have ample reason te assume that past services will net 
save anybedy from victimisation, by a Communist regime in 
this or any other country. I will endeavour to collect 
particulars of Grice’s leng reeerd of service but I hepe 
that ne statement will be released to the press until we 
have had time for careful consideration, 


“ Peking please pass te Shanghai as my telegram No. 60, 


& . 


Cypher/OTP 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
Mr. Hutchison. D. 11.12 a.m. 12th July, 1950, 


No. 103 
TR Tay, 1950, . R, 2.18 p.m. 12th July, 1950. 


att f | 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 1028 of 1th July. 
Repeated for information Saving to; Tientsin. 


Tientsin telegram No. 40Saving to me. Dector Grice. 


According to my reading of the regulations it is an offence 
for a resident of China to make or receive payment into a foreign 
account for services rendered in China. In view of Shanghai 
telegram No. 298 to me I am isSuing an appropriate_cir to 

ssession of foreign currencies is giso, I 
ee EE ee Aveo! oc Fioln/K\7 

2. Iladhere to the view expressed in paragraph 6 of my 
telegram No. 950. Gee IG /93 wf 30/4 


8. See also my immediately followihg telegram. 
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HIS Majesty’s Consul-General at Shanghai 


presents his compliments to the Far Eastern Dept. of the Foreign 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned doouments. anen a | 


ae See 
bes, 
ne 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Letter from Consul-General EMPIRE DAY 1950 ADDRESS TO 
Shanghai to H.M. Chargé 
d'Affaires, Peking dated THE MEMBERS CF THE SHANGHAI 
26th May, 1950. 


CLUB. 


3479 18315 


BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
SHANGHAT. 


26th May, 1950. 


Your telegram.No. 186. \ 
eae | 

I hope you will not take it amiss when I say 
that if I could have brought to bear the skill which you 
yourself showed in hitting the ball back into my court 
my speech might have been a better one. However, I 
enclose it, such as it is. Actually is was written at [ 
rather short notice and under conditions of some personal | 
strain, aS you can well imagine, so you will perhaps make —| 
allowances for it. 


It is Bet being published, but lest there be 
any garbled account of it, I am sending copies to the 
Foreign Office, to Singapore and to Hong Kong for 
information, and also privately to a few friends. 


It was delivered, of course, to the usual male : 
audience and the story about the small boy was uproariously ” 


successful. I did not spoil the fun by adding after 
"“Pather was right:" anything about the condition of the 
small boy by t time. I did not say that he had, to 
all intentsand purposes, passed out. 


I also enclose a copy of a statement which I 
asked the Chairman to read on my bdehalf. I judged st 
necessary to tell the members (a) because my application 
for an exit permit was er a ected to appear in the Chinese 
press on the 24th, and D) because there had already been 
a leak about my going, I think from Hong Kong. I felt 
that I could. aot peaetbiy wiaek nd orate as I 414 ana 
leave my audience to find out that I was, as they might 
think, slipping away. Accor y I had to tell them 4 
what was happening and to give them pope gran gg satis- 4 
fying reasons for it. Further I decided that I could not ~ 
personally make the announcement on @h occasion of the 4 
sort. I asked the Chairman to read it. Unfortunately 
he did not manage it too wells he read the letter without 


/telling 


OF LT ET 


SOT SEEM Me PERI THT MS 


telling them who it was from and it was only when it was 
well through that they realised what it was about. 
However, that was e minor migefire. 


8 OER, ROR ng. LA IM 


(Yours ever) . 
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EMPIRE DAY ~ 24th May, 1950. 


a Snes Colleagues, Guests, Members of the Shanghai 
: 


Oy Sree, See care SP AES SaRARe 
assembled with our friends and taking o proper pride in 
all that the British Gommonwealth has stood for, ani 
stends for now, in the world of teday. I need make no 
point of welcoming my Commonwealth colleagues and our 
fellow nationals of the Gommonweaith. They are of the 
pres But I want to seize wiat may be a unique 
ecension for a British Consul-General in ar to 
express a fatherly pleasure in the presence with us of 
our American friends. The assumption of the charge of 
American interests in —— y indecd have served to 
make me bogus twice over 1 also brought me more 
frequent epportuni ties of with very charming and 


& it 
mix’ 
friendly P samy ty and I am seeevtingly the happier see 


some of in our midet today. 


» Keech, the distinguished dean of 
my other consular colleagues. : 


we hope 
Gentlemen, t 
ean be fii 


is better for the teeth 
r electric light, you 
much aS you can pay for. 


 @ r at “al is greatly to 

e personnel, uinane, American, French, 
f | % hazards, and with 

¢ Pulled through. And we have gas, 

and buses, and aoe agen These services are the very 


lifeblood of the city and the men who have xept that 
blood cireulating have done their duty well. 


This, some may say, ia very fine but there is 
to the coin. We Big oo @ll of us, have © 
Aone our share to bring ugh this year of ; 
erisis but wist is Shanghai Six eg at Are we not in 
rather a mesa? 


To 


maintain its aaventers its vitalit its very existence, 
1% must be able to @raw on its orig! sources ! epiri-~ 


tually, culturally and materially. “Otherwise its vitslity © 

ae To seme extent that is our trouble today. : 
zs for the British, we have been cut off, save for 

inten tent contacts, for much toe long from our own 

people. It has become increas: difficult for us to 

get across to them what our conditions really are like 

herve in Shanghai and they proba think that our views 

are altogether too circumscribed by our local troubles, 

Indeed, I gather that they have i ted 

ecension, but we can be sure they will allow that we as a 

ee are done our best at all Sy god ond that if we 


o 3 = 


youngster had to stay put altogether too long, till 
presently the parent had reason to loek at. m and make 
sounde of strong disappreval. Whereat the caiaterker 
comuented, with great tice, even as we might say to 
London, or Leeds, or . verpecl » or wherever our respective 
head ters may wb; "It’s all right for you, sniff, 

ani ing, but it’s me who's got te sit in it.” 


Yes, the ordeal has been too long for our comfort, © 
too leng for our financial health, We are in a bit of a 3 
mess but worse thi Rg ook have happened and actually at 
long last those Pa es ave moved out of the corridor. 
Father was ri Two ships are booked for Shanghai 
already. Quite a number of people whe have been waiting 
for many “ay months have now obtained permission te 
return. prospect of a freer movement of persons and 
will "pet oeresh heart inte everyone, above al] because 
+ will enable us, all of us, to have fuller contact with 
our mother countries, and in particular enable the British 
group to draw more directly on the moral strength of that 
group of nations, the members of the British Commonweal th. 


The extent to which we can effectively do se, 
in thie year of 1950, depends on the political maturity 
of the individuals who compose our communities, The 


inspiration which our predecescors, say 50 =e ago, drew 


from their contemplation of the British of that 
time was of a simple, direct nature. ‘The Empire's 
imposing muster of peoples and territories, its panoply of 
martial, and ieularly of naval strength, ite enormous 
wealth, 211 e made it indeed “imperial” in the old- ; 
fashioned, and in ite day satisfying ene of the werd, z 
It showed every appearance of success. “nothing faile — 
‘in cline” “Ekeh use tes ae ok ec tee 
sullnats We we vedio. It told of various erpeatures, now 
were once the lerds of this earth, but whe 3 

were over-successful in adapting themeelves perfeetly toa | 
given environment, so that when the environment chen ged they | 

were doomed, They had te have conditions just s Thay 
could not modify the rigidity of their characteristics 
quickly enough. Many empires have diemmpanned for thet 
Very reason. 


changed greatiy and 
S aenioes rn ce 
chock of theee diajeinved | growing 
yeason to believe that there ie virtually no risk of the 


Tis in’ shat British modefation wich steps short of 


/extrenes 


he 


extremes, @ven extreme success. We can gain confidence 
for the future in observing the readiness of the whole , 
Commonwealth te meet new demands ani dangers by the process — 
of orderly readjustment and change, in consultation and : 
cooperation not ofty within ite membership, but with any 
sountry disposed to join in an objective, tolerant and 
human approach to world probleme, 


- It is from this background thet we must epproach 
the other aspect of our problem; it is these principles 
we must apply in attempting to solve it. Now, if I were 
to claim any merit as your Consul-General, I would ask you 
to find 1t in two facts, first that I have practised 
towards you an honesty ae complete and fearless as I could 
make ath second, that I have always realised your need to 
know, if at 211 possible, where you are going, or at least 
te feel you are making some progress, fe sense, all of 
us, that in these times the flow of events is swift, and 
that thoee who remain passive are quickly engulfed. 


In honesty, then, I must confess that the future 
of thie British comunity is in question - I will not go so 
far as to say in danger, (Gur environment has completely 
ee If we are umpable quickly and mr oe y to 

ts it will be said of use too: “Nothing fails iike 


success,” and we shall pase from the scene. But, at the 


Yisk of being accused once more of optimiem, I say we are 


yet at that stage. You are a community ef which the 

atish Empire may be proud. You foresaw, you faced and 
eecepted the sew environment admirably, a good deal more 
admirably then is generally known, I believe. You have 
borne its inevitable discomforts with patience, under- 
standing, anc courage. You are well-equipped, by skill 
and experience, to render further service in this place, 
and you have shown youresclvyes ready to study the require- 
mente which might mike that service acceptable. In the 
last event, you know you can render it elsewhere if it is 
mot acceptable here. You have, fresh in your historical 
memory, cases such as those of the shipwrights, invited to 
Ruseia by Peter the Great, and made right welcome because 
they brought their skills with them; and the Hugenots, 
who came Engliend and were cherished there, again for the | 
skille they brought with them. And many more -- but, as 

u will ebeerve, the ce St yy ogg must be held to 

ve an acceptable contribution to offer. That poses the 
question for us ~ will oup contribution be acceptable? 


the question is on the table. We await the 
answer. We gust, in all yo tegtines keep petient till it 
908 be i. ee sr pean by auth page wi we ye ‘ 
have a h of urgent probleme pressing on then. © mus 
toke our ture in the OU. pa while we wait, let us 
lean on the back I deseribed earlier, and draw on it 


TOES ERP te ETL MOEN I RP EE LE 


for steadiness, endurance, sense of service and dignity. 


Z% is on these virtues that we must rely te 
sustain ue thro difficulties which > ar ie ere are 
promising signe and there that Loy soon be 

relaxed, nevertheless may test us a Litt onger, and I 
¢all on "the British here present to phedge themecives to 
the practice of these virtues by drinking a toast to one 
who never failed to practise them - our béloved King. 


I invite our gueets to join with us in token ef their 
friendship and respect, 
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Assuming that Dr.Grice has broken the 
laws of the Chinese People's Republic, the 
questions to be considered are 


(1) is his treatment in gaol inhumane 


according to generally accepted 
standards? | 


(2) should 


Minutes. 


(2) Should H.M.Consular Officers in China 
protest to the Chinese authorities 
when British subjects receive 
treatment such as that accorded to 
Dr .Grice? 


o. As regards (1), I see from the 
memorandum on FC 1611/20 that Dr.Grice has 
been “held incommunicado in verminous 
quarters, brow beaten, cross examinedéd 
treated on a basis of equality with Chinese 
criminals"; but he was released after three 
days detention, and does not appear to have 
received physical ill-treatment. I doubt, 
therefore, if we can justly claim that his 
treatment was inhumane; I very much fear 
that British subjects in China, whatever 
HM. Consular Officers may do, will have to 
make the choice between leaving China (if 
allowed to do so) or submitting to Chinese 
prison conditions when they fall foul of the 
law. The Chinese are not going to build 
special prison quarters for white persons. 


3. As regards (2), I see little use 


in protesting provided physical or mental 
duress (on the lines of Iron Curtain country 
technique) is not applied to the detained 
British subject and provided the Chinese 
appear to have a case against him -— which 
apparently was so as regards Dr.Grice. 


Nothing to be Written in this Margin. 


Lie I must say I agree with para.2 of 
Tientsin telegram No.1029, the criterion mus 
surely be whether or not the request for 
permission to visit a particular prisoner 
would be helpful to the individual concérned 
It seems to me useless protesting in such 
matters since there is surely nothing we can 
do - e.g. retaliation is out of the question - 
if the Chinese disregard our protests. If {the 
Chinese treatment of British subjects become 
really intolerable, it will be for consideration 
whether there is any point in having diplomatic 
relations with such a Government, but if we 
discontinue our attempts to establish diplomatic 
relations with the Chinese People's Republic 
we shall not be doing British subjects any gpod. 


Cf. 


(C.G.Kemball ) 
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I think that there is consideratile 
force in the view expressed by Mr. 
Franklin. It is true that under 
international law there is, strictly speaking, 
no legal right for a consular officer to 
visit the nationals of his country when 
under arrest.BJfhe practice of permitting 
such visits is so common thst it has 
sometimes been regarded as a “quasi right." 
Moreover, in the case of China, special 
provision is made in Article /7 of the 
Sino-British Treaty for the Relinguishment 
of Extra-territorial Rights in China, 


19h3. 


Article 7 provides that the Gonsular 
officers of one high contracting party 
in the territories of the other shell be 
informed immediately when any of their 
nationals arearrested or detained in 
their consular districts by the local 
authorities. It also provides that they 
shall have the right to visit, within 
the limits of their districts, any of 
their nationals who are under arrest or 
awaiting trial in prison. 


The question of the validity of the 
1943 Treaty depends in no way on the 
establishment of diplomatic relations, 
and sooner or later we shall have to 
fece up to the problem. Therefore, from 
the legal point of view I see no reason 
why we should not. place reliance on that 
Treaty immediately. From this point of 
view I agree with Mr. Franklin that we 
should not abandon princivles in order to 


meet the present Chinese ditions. If 
we do so we sess n Ae flose the 
benefit of our legal rights by default. 
The real difficulty that I see in 
this matter is the refusal of the 
Chinese Government to recognize the 
consular status of our officers in China. 
If we press the question of visit to 
British subjects under detention we 
shall inevitably precipitate the 
whole question of the position of our 
consuls in China. This does not mean, 
however, that consular officers should 
refrain from attempting to visit British 
nationals in individual cases. The mere 
fact that they attempt to exercise the 
right of visit does not nhecessarily 
commit H.M.G. to protesting to the Chinese 
Government if access is refused. It is, 
however, for consideration whether more 
harm will be done to the principle by 
repeated requests, met by repeated refusals, 
without any official protest being made 
or by request for access made by the 
consular officers, according to what they 
consider to be desirable in each individual 
case. If requests are refused in the 
latter circumstances &nd there is no 
protest, the failure by H.M.G. to maintain 
their legal rights will not be quite so 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 1099 of lith July 
Repeated for information Saving to Tientsin. 
(C Ww " re 
Tientsin telegram No. 40 Saving to me and my immediately 
preceding telegram. : 
¢ but 


Aakr? eC i ‘. 

My telegram No. 58 Saving to. Phanteta was sent merely in 
case it should become necessary to act on the instructions in 
first paragraph of your telegram No. 914 to me of 29th June 
(although Grice had actually returned to his residence on 
2th June). 


Doctor araee. . 


2. While I feel in cases of the arrest (or even mere detention 
for questioning) of British subjects it would generally be 
desirable that His Majesty's Consuls should make an endeavour 
to obtain permission to see the prisoner, I am sure that in 

the present circumstances in this country Consular Officers 
concerned should have full discretion not to take such action 
if in any particular case he considers it would be prejudicial 
to the victim to do so. 


3, In this case I think we must assume that Mr. Burdett acted 
wisely, | 
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Dr. WeH. Grice of Tientsin has urgently requested that 
the following message be passed on his behalf to your Bank. 
He requests - 


(i) that Bank refrain until further notice from 
replying to any letter from him which is 
not signed with all his christian nemes, 
particiilarly William Hawksley; 


(41) that Bank refrain henceforth from sending 
him either statements of his account or 
any other communication regarding payments 
into his account. 


It is understood that this request is made because Dr. Grice 
fears that he may be ordered to write to his Bankers asking 
them to send full particulars of all payments into his account 
and that such information may be used to incriminate other 
foreign residents in Tientsin. 
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14th July, 1950. 


Dear Shattoc 
bt Z. AYER fs iF} 


Co-~ 


os I write to thank you for your letter of the 
Sth July regarding the message which you have been 
requested to pass to the Westminster Bank and the Hongkong 
Bank on behalf of Dr.Grice. As I explained on the 
telephone, I am afraid I obtained a very different 
impression of the nature of the message when Mrs.Granger- 
Taylor spoke to me about this. Moreover, I understood 
that the Foreign Office wanted to advise the banks on the 
action to be taken on their customer's message. Now that 
I have the papers I find that this question is hardly of 
the kind for which we should normally be the channel of 
communication between Whitehall and the banks. Though we 
appreciate the opportunity which* you have given us, we 
should prefer not to be concerned in passing on to a bank 
a private message from one of its customers. In the 
circumstances I should be grateful if you would yourself 
communicate directly with the two banks concerned. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Young, 


Yours Sincerely, 


a 
OM tna 


J.S.H.Shattock, Esq. 


ECEIVED IN G.B. 
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(Clavering 
}Cooden Sea Road — 
21 July 1950 


Cheaaale | ) af ts sAm. a ait 


--. . J wonder-if the Foreign Office has had news of the arrest int 
Tientsin of Dr J.W.H. Grice. For many years he has been the lead- 
dng general practitioner and surgeon in the foreign community and 
I daresay you have heard of the fine work he did in the intern- 
ment camp at Weihsien,. 


It. appears that he was arrested a short time ago and taken 


to a Chinese gaol but there was no news of the charge against 
him. : | 


It is not difficult for a foreigner in China to act in some 
way which involves a breach of Chinese law, and if experience 
in South East Europe is any guide it appears to be not easy for 
the government of a foreigner to intervene with satisfactory re- 


Sults. But I hope you disagree and and will feel that something 
can be done, | : hs | | 


I dont care to cable for news as a cable from a private per- 
son might be hel@ up: it would certainly pass through the censor's 
hands, In these circumstances I should be greatly obliged if 

~ you would cable to the Consul-General for information, if necessary 
at my expense, both as regards cable of enquiry and reply. 
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| ; Thank you for your letter of the 
mM. : am 
Drfft, Letter vist July about Dr. J.W.H. Grice. AE. Grice 


to. 
was arrested in Tientsin on the Alar pene 
Mr P.H.B. Kent, on te AUR. 
Clavering, and was released ‘avfen Gays Later. No 
Cooden Sea Road, 


Cooden, Sussex. charge was preferred against him, but it was 


a 


understood that he had been detained for 
questioning in connexion with alleged 
contravention of currency regulations. 


J5, He epen We have spoken to Sir John Conybeare, 
Mr. Shattock | 


MARGIN. 


who confirms the information given by you. . 
There is no indication that Dr. Grice's health 


has suffered as a result of his detention by 


IN THIS 


the Chinese authorities. 


We _are anxious, to “fesclicca dfpisalling for 
in this case( ant I should be Si 7, gen : ee | 


could treat the foregoing information as 
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(89289) Wt.28560/191 200,000 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685__ 


FORBIGN OFFICE, Se We le 
26th July, 1950, 


uy olen Kas ¥ 


Thank you for your letter of the 2lst July 
about Dre Jalietl Grice 


Die Grice was arrested in Tientsin on the 
2lst June and was released on the 2th No charge 
was preferred against him, but it was understood 
that he had been detained for questioning in 
connexion with alleged contravention of currency 
regulationge 


We have spoken to Sir John Conybeare, who 
confirms the information given by youre There is no 
indication that Dre Grice’s health has suffered as 
a result of his detention by the Chinese authorities. 


We are anxious to avoid publicity in this 
case Since this % lead to future difficulties 
for Dm Grice and I should be grateful if you could 
treat the foregoing information ase confidential. I 
am sure yOu will appreciate this, 


45 $ 


(Je See Shattock) 
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En Clair FOREIGN OFFICE DISTRIBUTION 
FROM TIENTSIN TO FOREIGN OFFIC 


Mr. Burdett D. (from Peking) 10.52 a.m. 27th 
No. 12), July, 1950 
24th July, 1950 Re 1.54 Dem. 27th July, 1950 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 60 Saving of 2)th 


July 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office © 


Shanghai Clo / >/ ee | 
My telegram No. 40 Savings / 2 loth | itt 


I have today received translati i of judgement 
against Grice dated July 18th. Decision is that 


(a) Grice, "having been educated" is discharged 
(b) United States currency is confiscated 


(c) Out of 35 taels of gold seized in his house, 
“10 taels are to be converted into local currency at a 
discount of 30 per cent and the remaining 25 taels are 
returned to Grice for safe custody. Text of judgement 
will follow by hand. 


2. Currency regulations in force in this area are 
as follows 


(a) Proclamation No. 3 of 16th January 1949 about 
_. surrender of foreign currencies. 


(b) Provisional rules for control of foreign 
exchange promulgated on 7th April 1949. 


(c) Proclamation No. 4 of 15th April 1949 about 
confiscation of foreign currencies on discovery. 


(ad) Provisional rules for control of gold and 
silver promulgated on 27th April 1919, Texts of 
regulations will be sent separately. 


3. Peking please pass to Foreign Office and 
Shanghai as my telegrams Nos. 12, and 62 respectively. 
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Mr. Burdett D. 3.45 pem 27th July, 1950 


Uanumbered_ 
25th July, 1950 Re 5.25 pom 27th July, 1950 


ing telegram No.61 Saving of 25th July. 
napeatd ocr info en to Foreign Office 


yu a © \pu Shanghat 


My sii ately preceding telegram and my Saving 


telegrams 36 and 40 third Paragraph. 
) L @ \Aos \} 


Mr. Shoolingin yesterday gave me his analysis of 
[grp.undec. ] mentioned in the second paragraph of ny 


telegram No. 36 Saving. His opinion is as follows:- 


(a) Was an offence, 

(b) Purchase and remittance of the cheques may have 
been an offence. If so it appears to have been 
condoned by the courier, There is no rule or law 
in force in this area prohibiting the transfer of 
Foreign currencies between accounts abroad even 
if the holders are resident in Chine and servicag 
rendered in China, Payments in London of 

) fees from this Consulate and local 
ue firms are referred to in the judgment but 
are not described as offences. 


Vv O¢teet } 
(¢) Was ‘i offence but purchase and retention of gold 
is not an offence, 


(4) Was an offence, -. S002 0 (US ewe 


"education" referred to therein is presumably the vile treat- — 


2. Judgment can scarcely be veieeiin as harsh but the | 
ment outlined in my telegrams Nos. ide. and 37 Sa Tees, 
i 


aii 
3. I have advised Grice to ke aan yan 


his income and expenditure in local cv ipa to ca ss 
provision for his family in England not by purchase of chequemp | 
but by payments in London of fees due from British firms | 
under theirGediato} contracts. In theory foreign exchange | 
can be purchased at the Bank. In practice however no permitg — 


/appear to 


PEER A lt aie eh wei acin » hic’ 


Mentsin telegram Unnu x4 to Foreign Office 
oQ« 


appear to be obtainable by foreigners for the purpose 
of maintaining families abroad. 


Peking please pass to Shanghai as my telegram No. 63. 
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» Hutchison 
No. 1186 19 p.m. 8th August, 1950 
7th August, 1950. ) pm. 8th August, 1950 
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CONFIDENT 
Tientsin saving telegram No, 61 to mes Grice case, 


My comments follow shortly. 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Hutchison 
No, 1205 D. 1.37 pem. August 9th, 1950. 


August 9th, 1950, Re 53.01 pom. August 9th, 1950, 


RESTRICTED 
Addressed _to Foreign Office telegram No. 1205 of 


August 9th 
Repeated for information e Tientsin 


C\ &t / 3S 
My telegram No. wi Tents telegra No 61 Saving 


to me and my Circular to Consuls telegram No. 6. || aby ' 4 
eh i 4g bs 


I have received Tientsin despatch No, 1 to me 
enon ed to you as Tientsin despatch No, 72) of July 2,th | . 
sing judgm dgnent ani Tientsin despatch No, 176 to me | ec il\' Ee t 
ed to you as Tientsin despatch No, " bi of a a6 ) g 
hr. osing regulations, ’ 


2. I disagree with the views expresse 
1(b) of antatn ts telegram under referefice and I see no 
reason to modify the opinim ee sed in the first 
paragraph of my whee No, 1028 to you. I am consequently 
measy about the advice given as reported in paragraph 5 of 
Tientsin telegram under reference, 


3. Ialso ([?grp, omitted] with paragraph 1(c). 
h. See my immediately following telegran. 
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Mr, Hutehisen 


Oth August, 1950. R. 3.56 poem. 9th August, 1950. 


RESTRICTED 
Addressed te Fereign Office telegram No. 120€ 
ef August 9th 


Repeated fer infermation te Tientsin 
Shanghai. co 


My inumediately preceding telegran. rid 


By foreign exchange ruling ef Article 2 "foreign 
exchange" cevers all payments in foreign currencies 
both inside and outside China and includes cheques, all 
papers requiring payment within six months usually handled 
by banks etc., etc.,:; by Article 1, nebody (except 
the Bank ef China and appointed banks) may buy or sell 
fereign exchange or keep or transfer foreign exchange 
and "effenders are liable te have their foreign 
exchange cenfiscated andte a fine". In this case the 
court appears (frem the translation) explicitly te have 
found the effence pardenable in the circumstances and 
consequently te have impesed ne fine: it seems quite 
clear that the ceurt censidered that a punishable effenee 
had been committed. 


2. It seems to me that the payment abread in fereign 
currency ef the fee for services rendered locally constitutes 
an evasion ef the regulations. eens: 


A rps - Under Article 3 of the ruling for contrel ef geld 
e, and silver, geld may not be used for computing the 
a rices, uttered, circulated er privately beught and seld. 


amy: 
— 4. References given abeve are te Tientsin regulations. 
. Fer almost identical translation ef China's regulations 
see Minister (Gommercial)'s despatch Ne. 13 te C.R.E.D. 


ef June 2th 1949. | 
; /5. Shanghai please ask 


4. ane od pe Rad 5 te Pe 


Lub GH D FOREIGN OFFIC 
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5. Shanghai please ask Mr. Gadsby te consult with 
Mr. Forsyth and Mr. R. J. & Price and submit legal 
epinien en view expressed in paragraph 2 abeve. 


Re NR npn Fk Bey Sage 
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Mr, Hutchigon 
No. 1225 «Dt 5.37 pem, 1th Ment, 1950 
L.th August, 1950 7.20 Poem. 1th August, 1950 


RESTRICTED 


- 


Addressed to Shanghai telegram No. 320 of Aug 


. Ls 
Repeated for information to: Foreign Office 
and Saving oo 


My telegram No. 1206 to Foreign Office Paragraph 5: 
-ox i Foreign Exchange Regulations. 


Please also enquire what is their view of legality 
under existing regulations of head offices in London 
(in our case the Foreigh Office) paying a regular stipend 
into London account of a medical practitioner in return 
for latter's attendance on the staff in China. 


S D TO; 


Far Eastern Departuent 
South East Asia Department 
Economic Relations Department. 
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Gur Sevingree No,40 of 6.7.50: 


fveaeletion of the Judgment of ; | 
the Tiectein recple’s City Court br. Grice’s triel for eontravening — 
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GOp ied to: ° 


Foreign Vffice, No. 7a.—( anmA & Copsey) 
Coneulate-General, ihenghei, fo. 159 


(Translation from Chinese) 


CRIMINAL JUDGMENT OF THE TIENTSIN CITY PEOPLE'S COURT 
Cause No. 5787,char, "Yuan Hsing", 18 July, 1950 


Defendant: J.W.H.Grice, Me aged 59,British subject,residing at 
157,Chennan Tao, 10th Ward, 


The above defendant being involved in a case of disturbance of 
currency regulations, and having heen charged by the Public 
Security Bureau of the Tientsin City People’s Government, has 
been tried and sentenced by this Court as follows: 


VERDICT: GRICH, HAVING BEEN EDUCATED IS DISCHARGED. 
THE AMOUNT OF $3, 851,- IN US. BANKNOTES AND THE. 23 U.S. 
COINS (amounting to pb gg US$4.08), WHICH HAVE 
BEEN SEIZED, ARE CONFISCAT THE TEN TAELS OF GOLD, 
WHICH HAVE BEEN USED FOR COMPUTATION OF PRICE ARE TO. 
BE EXCHANGED AT A DISCOUNT OF 30% THE REMAINING TWENTY- 
FIVE TAELS OF GOLD ARE PERMITTED TO BS RETURNED FOR 
SAFE—KHRBPING. 


THE FACTS AND REASONS? 


The defendant, John William Grice, arrived in Tientsin in 
1922, and is practicing medicine, After the liberation of Tientsin, 
his medical fees were still collected in foreign currencies, 

U.S. @@nknotes and Pounds Sterling. Me had two methods of receiving 
fees: (1) in Tientsin he would receive cheques in foreign currency, 
amounting to approximately £100,, paid to him, according to his 
statement, by P.W@.Jones, H.H.Faulkner, J.A.Andrew, Miss B Binks, 
four persons, all of whom have already gone home, while the cheques 
received by him were entrusted to persons to take abroad and 
deposit on his account, (2) payment by drafts abroad which would 
be deposited on his account or used the method of transferring 
funds, 


The said defendant has been serving as physician for the 
staffs of Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd., Butterfield & Swire, 
Kailean Mining Administration, Imperial Chemical Industries, and 
the former British Consulate. All British employees of these 
firms are trested by the defendant, the fee being £15 per person 
per month. All of these firms or their subordinate institutions 

een paying him abroad, monthly or quarterly, According 

@iendant’s statement, these payments have been deposited 
on his accounts in the Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation | 
in Hongkong and New York and the Westminster Bank in London, and 
amount to approximately 4-5 thousand US Dollars. 


Furthermore, according to the defendant's testimony, after 

the liberation of Tientsin, he received locally some 2-3 hundred 
U.S9.Dollars and 10 Taels from the Kailan Mining Administpation, 
etc. On the basis of material obtained from the bank, that a 
certain foreigner, Andrew, who has already left. 
a cheque in foreign currency in fevour of the - t serving 
as a clue, the Finance Conérol Office of the Tientsin Military 
Control Commission, detained the defendant and with the assistance 
of the 10th Publie Security Sub-Bureau conducted a search in the 
defendant's home, After “mobilizing” an education, the defendant 
and his wife first produced one U.S.Dollar, and after that U.S. 

3,850 were discovered and 35 Taels of gold (approximate weight 
$4 Taels 6 Mace) and 25 Ug@Goins (approximately $4.08) / now in 
safe keeping in the Finance Control Office /. After that the | 
“Ppublie Security Bureau charged the defendant before this Court i 
for interrogation and punishment. Hxamined, the defendant admitted | 
the above facts without denial, | 


Wheresa the defendaat in his statement was not “open-hearted” and 
with regard to the amount and number of times that he had received 
hie fees, he cunningly pleaded thet he had no accounts, whilst with — 
regard to the persons end the detailed amount ef cheques téekén sbroad, 
he alse 414 not state the truth. As for the large amount of U.S. | 
banknotes discovered, he merely stated that he had received after 
liberetion only some 2-3 or 5-4 hundred US dollers., Thies is also 


@Gonflieting. +t is very apparent that he received sore than these 


| 


| 


; 
; 


7 


anounte. 


Irrespective of whether the said defendant was keeping Withis 
posseseion ( foreign currency) or that he had bought same in privat- 
ely, this constitutes a violation of Itema (3) and (4) of article 7 
of the “rovisional Rules for the Control of Foreign Exchange in the 
Noa th China Ares, reading as follows: “* The fellewing enumerated 
foreign exchenge wust be deposited in the Bank of China as e foreign 
exchange deposit account: | : 
(3) foreign exchenge obtained in business transactions by duBsinNese men | 
in various kinds of business; (4) foreign currencies in the possese-_ . 
ion of foreiga and Chinese residents within the boundaries of this 
Area, Furthermore, the Tientsin Control Commission on 8th Warch, 
1949, issued a *“roclamation ( No.3, char."Chin") etrictly prohibiting 
the calculation of prices, circulation or private purchase and sale 
of all foreign cqicrencies, Moreover, on 15th April of the same 
year, the Militery Control Commission issued another <¢roclamation 
(No.4,cher “Chin’"), reading: “ In order to thoroughly carry out the 
previsions of Article? of the Frrovisional Rules for the Gontrol of 
Foreign Gurrency of the North China People's Goveriment, the following 
is especially repeated: (1) All Chinese and foreigners, living within 
the confines of this Area, and possessing foreign cu.rencies, should 
ell within @ period of 15 d@daya efter thie *roclamation go to the 
Bank of China and exchange same or meke a foreign exchange deposit. 
(2) If ¢ the currency) is not exchanged or deposited within the time~ 
limit, it will be confiscated on discovery.” 


In accordance with this, the discovered U.8.6,851. and 23 l.i. 
coins ( epproximately $4.08) should be ordered to be confiscated. The 
10 Teele used for calculation of price should in accordance with the 
provision of Article 9, paragraph 1 of the Provisional Rules for the 
Gon: rol of Gold and Gilver in the North China Area, be exchanged at 
@ diseount of 50%, while the 85 Teels og gold originally in his 
-oeeessgion are permitted to be returned for safe—-keeping, but cannot 
be sold privately. 


As for the defendant receiving on deposit abroad same 4-5 
thousend dollars, he stated that his two sons are abroad and that the 
money is required for maintenance of their livelihood - the circum 
stances being perdonable, the mtter will not be pursued, so es to 
show leniency. : 


Purtherwore, the defendaot hes admitted his misteke end has 
informed the court thet all his medical fees are now charged in local 
people's currency and that he has made his confession and wishes to 
stert enew and therefore, he should be treated lightly by education 
and be discharged. On the basie of the above stated, judgment is 
rendered ag in the Verdict, 


Ir Gissatisfied with this judgment, a,peeal mey be filed with 


this Court, within 10 days after service, for trenewiasion to the 
hiyher Court. 


Dated. 12 July, 1960 


rresident of the Court Wang Heise Yi 
Judge. Teal Yung Cheng 


Clerk. Teeng Shu Chin 
(Seal of the Court) 
Copy certified correct. 


areaneglation certified correct, 


Shu Sheng din 
Attornesy~-et-Law 


Lew “ffice. 
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Dear Far Hastern Department, 


In paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 914 
you asked us for details of Doctor Grice's past 
services. 


Ge : Tientsin inform us that these have not 
been easy to collect, particularly as Doctor Grice 
is himself reluctant to give them. 


De We enclose however an extract from a 
letter signed by some foreign members of the Chinese 
Customs staff dated llth November 1946, which may be 
of assistance to you. A brief summary of Doctor 
Grice's services is also given in the enclosure to 
Sir H. Seymour's letter of Birthday Honours 
recommendation dated 15th February 1946. 


4. We hope that these will be sufficient for 
your purposes. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 
Jnh 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
LONDON, 5S. W. 1. 


BRITISH BMBASSY; 
PEKING, 
26th July, 1960. 


Deer Fer Eastern Department, 


In peragraph & of your telegram No. 914 
you esked ua for de side of Doctor Grice's past 
services, 


2. Tientsin inform us that these have not 
been easy to collect, perticulearly as Doctor Grice 
ie himself reluctent to give then, 


Se We enclose however en extract from a 
letter signed by some foreizn members of the Chinese 
Gustome staff dated lith November 1946, which may be 
of assistance to you. A brief sumnary of Doctor 
Grice's services is also given in the enclosure to 


Sir HK. Seymour's letter of Birthday Honours 
recommendation dated 15th Pebruary 1946. 


de We hope that these wili be sufficient for 
your purposes. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY, 


Eastern Department, 


COPY: BXTRAOT OF LETTER STSEED BY FOREIGN ae OF CHINESE 
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Dr. Grice gave unetinting and untiring service to 
all Customs personnel in Camp, numbering 69 persons in all, 
counting the families of mesbers. He did this under the 
most trying and difficult conditions. Had 1% not been for 
his care and attention sany of ws would not have come out 
alive, let alone in a fit enough state to reaume work of any 
deseription. 


He bad manifold duties to attend to, having been 
elected by the internees and placed in charge of making what 
arrangements were possible te safeguard and care for the 
health of the Camp. it takes little imagination to realize 
how busy e doctor is kept with the privations, the primitive 
and foul conditions met with in a Japanese Camp; yet despite 
paper we received unfailing and selflesa attention at all 
times. 


It ie due in very great part to his persistent 
efforts and his ability to win over tne Japanese Authorities, 
under conditions of the greatest strein, in obtaining vital 
medicines and foodstuffs. that the physical condition of the 
Pesan at Wenhsien rank of high among internment Camps in 

he Eacte 


ae owe Dr. Grice a debt which we can never 
adequately repay, and we now write in the conviction that 
the Service will repay him in som small measure by giving 
recognition in ea marked manner of the work he has done on 
their behalf for those Customs members who were interned 
and who were able due to his care and attention to walk out 
of the Camp and resume work in the interests of the Service, 
e Service for which he has worked for over 20 years and 
which has many times been deeply indebted to hiw, at a time 
when there was extreme need of them 
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MINUTES 


This question arose out of advice given by 
H.M.C.G. at Tientsin to Dr. Grice (paragraph 3 of 
Tientsin telegram No. 61 Saving to Peking in FC 1611/32) 
with which Mr. Hutchison disagreed (Peking telegram 
No. 1205 in -—/33). It is of some importance in 
connexion with rents and medical fees paid officially 
by us outside China. (FC 1111/91 and -/92) 


I find this telegram most confusing. 
Paragraph 3 is particularly obscure. Far from 
supporting the theory that "the prohibition of use 
of foreign currency is confined to transactions wholly 
completed in China", the proclamation in question 
appears to prohibit the expression of prices in terins 
of foreign currency and by implication the payment of 
bills in foreign currency outside China. Al though 
this proclamation is issued in Shanghai it is 
apparently applicable to all "liberated" areas and 
it appears from FC 1161/86 that a similar order is 
in force in Tientsin. 


Sub ject to the views of the Legal Advisers 
I think that Article 14 of Enclosure B in FC 1111/86, 
when read in conjunction with Article 2, appears to 
prohibit any kind of transfer of foreign currency 
outside China; this would appear to conflict with 
the conclusion reached in paragraph 1(a) of the ~ 
Shanghai telegram within, It is worth bearing in 
mind, however, that a strict interpretation of this 
Regulation might mean that all employees of British 
firms and of our posts in China would have to be paid 
in local currency. 


| I do not think that the argument put forward. 
by Tientsin in FC 1611/32, that the payment of medical — 
fees abroad to Dr. Grice was not described as an 
offence in the judgment in his case, is a very sound 
one; it should be noted that in the penultimate 
paragraph of the judgment in FO 1611/35, 
apparentl condition of his discharge, Dr. Grice 
promised to charge all his medical fees in local 
currency; this would presumably include fees payable 
under a regular medical contract. 
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The Chinese Regulations are obviously 
obscure, and do not give clear guidance in this 
question; but it would obviously be unwise for us 
to take any risks or to do anything which the Chinese 
Courts could, under their Regulations, consider as an 


gabe oo efi Whprem, 


(K.R. Oakeshott) 
13th September, 1950. 
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“6th September: 


Shanghai : ah, 
Chinese Curren Rodostsone 
Ms nd § stand paragraph 3 of 
Shanghai tetegeen Laer reference. The m2onin 

pitestion \k ne proce quoted woukd- 
Keipanss to be that prices fay not be expressed in 
terfis of Baad bred currency and that Serebae fhe | 
Le / and contrac 
payment/of i119 in foreign currency outside China | 
would be itlegal. 

ae We presume that Shanghai took into 
‘account article 14 of the Foreign Exchange Rules 
dated 7#h April 1949 sent as Enclosure B to 
Tientsin Despatch No. 176 of 26th July. When 


read CGR yERS VAR with arti crf his mer ete 


appears to prohibit any transfer .of foreign 
currency outside China; this appears to conflict 
with the conclusion reached in paragraph 1(a) 

of /Shanghai telegram under reference. 


We should be grateful for clarification 
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FROM SHANGHAL TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His Majesty's Consul General ia “ih ‘ol ( vs ee a 
No. Shf D. 12.42 p.m. 7th September,1950 
6th September, 1950 Re 2.14 pem. 7th September ,1950 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to Peking telegram No, 409 of 6th September 
Repeated for information to: Foreign Office 


Your telegram No. 1206 to Foreign Office paragraph 2 
and your telegram No, 320’to Shanghai. 


y 


Gadsby has consulted Forsyth and Price and has also 
discussed this question with a prominent Chinese lawyer with 
whom he is on terms of friendship. His opinion which is 
shared by all of them submitted in the following fora, 


(a) Contracts made between a British professional man 
in China and a firm or person in the United Kingdom who 
maintains branches in China for the performance of 
professional services to his or its employees in China 
does not in any way offend against the laws of China, All 
agree however that it would be a wise though not strictly 
necessary precaution that such contracts should be signed” 
in London between the head office and a representative of 
professional man practising in China, It is common practice 
in Shanghai for employees (including those locally engaged) 
of British firms to receive payment in London of part of 
their salaries. All agree that this transaction is free 

from objection and Gadsby does not think that this wragtice 
infringes the laws of China. 


- (b) Where an account expressed in a foreign currency is 

~\gent in for professional services performed in China for a 
person physically present in China, such an account can be 
settled in the local currency at the official rate of ex- 
change at the time of payment. If however the patient or 

° @lient prefers to make payment in foreign currency held out- 

side China and the professional man prefers to leave such 

receipts in his own foreign account, Gadsby is of the 

opinion that no offence. is committed by either party, 


o 


or / wut he is not 


’ “es 35 
aap 


GRAM NO, 847 TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
won 


but he is not satisfied that such transactions 
are prudent, He, Forsyth and Price share the 
feeling that such procedure is not likely to be 
approved by the Chinese Government, although it 
may not offend against the letter of the law, 
and although a case recently decided by the 
People's Court indicates that the authorities 
do not at present regard it as an offence. Gadsby 
therefore considers that, though this kind of 
practice does not appear to be regarded by the 
authorities as illegal, it should most certainly 
be discouraged and avoided whenever possible, 


26 Gadsby adds that it seems not to be an offence for 
_@ Chinese to keep a banking account in a foreign country. 
‘The principle upon which the authorities act appears to 

be that so long as funds are outside China the holder is 


>>’) permitted to transfer them to other China residents of 


whatever nationality, provided the transaction does not 
amount to the acquisition of foreign currency in exchange 
for local currency by a person physically present in China. 
Though the authorities almost certainly realize that many 
doubtful or border line transactions are taking place all 
the time, it does not appear that any regulations have been 
framed and issued to prevent them. 


30 In support of the theory that the prohibition of use of 
foreign currency is confined to transactions wholly completed 
in China, Gadsby quotes proclamation [gp. undec,] number 1 of 
Shanghai Military Control Commission which was published in 

the Liberation Daily News on May 29th, 1949. Clause No. 1 of 
this proclamation is to the effect that as from the date of 
promulgation notes issued by the People's Bank of China are to 
be used as legal currency in all liberated areas; that payments 
prices liabilities contracts and documentary papers shall all 
be expressed in terms of People’s notes, and that gold yuan 
gold ox silver dollars and oe currencies shall no longer be 
used as Wledlating" or sattleneut-dai: & 
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Minutes. 


Butterfield and Swire's agent at 
Swatow was arrested about ten days &go, on 
account of a number of alleged breaches of 
various regulations by the company's ships 
or associates. It is quite clear that even ~ 
if the alleged "crimes" did take place, 
Mr. Speyer could have had nothing to do with | 
them. At the request of the London office | 
of the company, we accordingly telegraphed 
to Mr. Hubhison in Peking saying that we 
thought the arrest and imprisonment of an 
agent in retaliation for alleged 
misdemeanours by id rea te a very 
dangerous prec&dent., & should therefore 
protest to the Chinese authorities in 
Peking (unless he thought it better for the 
protest to be made in Canton). The 


Z attached telegram now shows that Mr, 

C) Huchison acted on the 16th September. 

ta 

< 2- ‘The firm}{[s London office informed 

= Mr. sha tt gee see to the best of their = 

W) knowledge, Mr, Speyer is still in custody and @ 

[ they that if he were not released | 

- as a reBUlt of Mr. Huehison's move, it ‘ 

: should be suggested to the Chinese « 

z authorities that he might be set free in . F 
return for a guarantee by the local British “@ 

Z. bank (presumably to pay any fine which might — 

7 arise out of the proceedings against him). 

= : 

3- Our inclination is against this 

S proposal since it means 

lu (a) that the Chinese can demand a 

a ridiculously large sum,and without 

O the Bank having any grounds for 

- refusing to pay, and 

u (bo) that it may set a prec€dent for 

< Similar action against other agents 

n + British firms. 

O 

Zz In this case every time the Chinese need a 


little extra sterling they will arrest a 
British business man and refuse to release 
him until they get a bank guarantee. 


Y. We should be grateful for the views of 
the Legal Advisers Department. 


(N.C.Cc. Trench) 
20th September, 1950. 
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I spoke again to Mr. Evans over the 
telephone. He agreed that if Bubterfield 
and Swire did indeed mean that the Bank was 
to guerantée to pay any fine, it would set 
a most undesirable precedent. At the same 
time he pointed out that if the Chinese 
were determined to be objectionable, they 
could arrest someone, mma impose an 
unreasonable fine for sane imaginary offence 
ami threaten him with imprisonment if he 
did not pay = which would really come to 
the same thing. 

However, the procedure suggested by 
B end § (i7 I have interpreted it correctly) 
does seem like a too obviogus invitation to 


such practices. 
GT CeCe mrenth) > 


2lst September , 1950. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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TELEPHONE . . 
N HOUSE 3041 oh Llliter quate, 
Fi jieees ben September 1950 
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Dear Bn Shattock, ee EEE LE OO AGO OE EOL CGM, SP -4 
We heard from Hong Kong by telegram yesterday, that our Agent in 

Swatow, Mr. Martin Speyer, was detained in a police cell by the local 

Authorities on the 2nd September on account of alleged offences against 

the sovereignty of China. 


According to our telegram, the alleged offences were that:- 


1. Our s,s. "Kweiyang™ used her wireless off Marsu early in May. 
Marsu is an island at the entrance to the port of Swatow., 


2. Our s.s. “Hanyang” had armed guards on board without permission 
at the end of July. This refers to an incident when the 
local Swatow Authorities disarmed the "Hanyang's" anti-piracy 
guard, which, as you know, is always carried on vessels trading 
in these waters, 


The stranding of a lifeboat from s,s, “Poyang” was not reported, 


One of Moller & Co.'s tugs, working on the salvage of s,s. “Anhui”, 
left without a clearance and another of Moller's tugs is alleged 
to have smuggled, Both these offences are alleged to have 
occurred in July. 


On the telegraphed information it is apparent that none of these 
alleged offences were committed by Mr, Speyer himself, nor could he be 
held personally responsible for any of them. 


We hear by telegram this morning that it is expected that Wr. Speyer 
would be released to-day, 6th September, possibly on payment of a fine of 
£3,000, 


The matter has been referred to Canton, and we write to request that 
the most energetic steps be taken by H.B.M.'s Consul-General, Canton, to 
secure Mr. Speyer's early and unconditional release and the withdrawal of 
these apparently quite unjustifiable charges against him. 


It is scarcely necessary to point out the very dangerous precedent set 
by Mr. Speyer's arbitrary detention by the Swatow Authorities, and we suggest 
that this incident should not be allowed to pass unchallenged. 


Yours sincerely, 


J.S.H.Shattock Esq., : dag br iy 
Foreign Office, : v* oo 
S.W. 1 
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| Gentlemen, / Yohtenler ha 


With reference to your letter of. 


fn 
Letter to 6th September to Mr. Shat tock ,concerning 


John Swi J the detention of your agent in Swatow by 
Sons Ltd., 
8 Billiter Square] the local authorities, I am directed etc. 


B.C. 3. 
to inform you that instructions in the WA 


| wor : 
‘a IA LLaveapeen sent by telegram ant. 


to His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires in mG 


Peking. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Se Wate 


9th September,1950. 


Sir, 


Witn reference to your letter of 
6th September to Mr, Shattock, 
concerning the detention of your 
agent in “watow by the local 
authorities, T am direeted by 
dr, Younger to inform you tat 
instructions in the sense recuested 
by you were sent by telegram on 


the 6th September, to His Majesty's 
Chargé d’Affaires in Pekine, 


I om, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


The Secretary, 
John Swire @ Sons Limited, 
&, Billiter Square, 
E.G. 3e 


Cypper/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
- ‘FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE } 
Mr. Hutchison De 8.56 a.m. 12th September, 1950 ' 
No. 1 a 
11th September, 1950 Re 10.20 a.m. 12th September, 1950 § 
CONFIDENTIAL ’ 
Addressed to Canton telegram No. 41 of 11th September ¥ 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office. 4 


Foreign Office telegram No. 13135 to me: detention of 
Butterfield and Swire'’s agent. + 4 

It will be better for me to make representations here. 4 
Before doing so I shall be grateful for confirmation and q 
any other details which you may have. . 
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south East Asia Department 
Consular Department 


Mr, Hutchison | 

Ne, 1459 ; 9,21 a.m, 16th September, 1950, 

16th September, 1950, R: 10,42 a.m, 16th September,1950, 
2k VS OF O 
Addressed to Foreign Office tele 


16th 
Repeated for information 7% Canten. 


ran | 1459 of 


My telegram No, to Canten and your telegram 


made 16th September, 


Far Eastern Departmen 
Seuth East Asia Department 
Censular Department 
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We are informed by the London Office 6f 


Butterfield and Swire that, according to xke 
a telegram from Hong Kong, their agent in Swatow, 
Mr. Martin Speyer, was detained by the loc . 
authppities on the 2nd September on account o 


alleged offences against the sovereignty of China:— | 
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(a) "Kweiyang" used her wireless off the 
island of Marsu (at entrance to Swatow) 
early in May. 

At end of July "Hanyang" had armed 

guards on board without permission. 

(This apparently refers to an incident 

When the Swatow authnppities disarmed 
customary 

the mexait/anti-piracy guard carried 

by the ship). 

Te stranding of a life-boat from the 

"Poyan?' was not reported. 

Qne of Moller? s tugs working on the 

salvage of the "Anhui" in July ieft 


withat a clearance, and another is 


alleged to have smuggled. 
The London office understand that Speyer 
be released on the 6th  Septenber » possibly 
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4. It is ‘clear that Speyer could not himselt 
have been Tre sponsible for any of the incidents 
Age tip- an _case~appse>—kx nets ke 
and shoneteve tit, there is no justification fOr 
his detention on the facts as represented to us. 
It is obviously undesirable to allow the Chinese 
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authorities in Canton on the lines of the first 


sentence of this paragraph. Abb ARO, ou 
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Addressed to Peking telegram No. 1313 of 6th Septembe 
Repeated for information to Canton. 


We are informed by the London Office of Butterfield 
and Swire.that, according to a telegram from 
Hong Kong, their agent in Swatow, Mr. Martin Speyer, 
was detained by the local authorities on the 2nd September 
on account of the following alleged offences against 
the sovereignty of China: - 


(a) "Kweiyang" used her wireless off the island 
of Marsu (at entrance to Swatow) early in May. 


(b) At end of July "Hanyang" had armed guards on 
bomrd without permission. (This apparently 
refers to an incident when the Swatow authorities 
disarmed the customary anti-piracy guard 
carried by the ship). 


(c) The stranding of a life-~boat from the 
"Poyang" was not reported. 


(ad) One of Moller's tugs working on the salvage 
of the "Anhui" in July left without | 
a clearance, and another is alleged to have 


smuggled. 


2. The London office understand that Speyer may be 

released on the 6th September, possibly on payment of 
a fine of £3,000, and that the whole matter has been 

referred to Canton. 


3. It is clear that Speyer could not himself have been 
responsible for any of the incidents and thereiis no 
justification for his detention on the: facts as. represchted 
to us. It is obviously undesirable to allow the Chinese 
authorities to establish a precedent for holding 

agents personally responsible for the alleged «i. 
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misdemeanours of their principals or essociates. 

Unless you see strong objections, therefore, please instruct 
Mr. Coghill to make energetic representations imuediately 
to the authorities in Canton on the lines of the first — 
sentence of this paragraph. You may however feel 

that it would be more effective if you were to make such 


representations yourself to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and I should be glad if you-would do-sa. | 
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No. 777 £ of the 13th September: Detention 


of British subject at Swatow_7 


We shall be grateful if you will inform 


us urgently of the result of your : 


: 
representatior 


Poo 


s and subsequently keep us 


informed of any developments. 
2: ‘The London office of Butterfield and Swire 


are showing considerable anxiety about this 


case and we share their feelings. 
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15th September, 1950, D: 2,25 p.m, 15th September,1950, 


My telegram No, 1515 and Canton telegram No, 
777 (of the 15th September: Detention of British 
subject at Swatow]. 


We shall be grateful if yeu will inform us 
urgently of the result of your representations end 
subsequently keep us informed of any developments, 


2. The Lenden Office of Butterfield and Swire 
are showing considerable anxiety about this case and 
we share their feelings, 
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return for a riarantes by the Local British 


bank to pay any fine which may eventually b& imposed 
by the courts. 


2. We do not favow this proposal, since we 
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lead to further cases of this nature. We would 
however see no objection to the local bank going 
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3. Grateful for your views at the earliest 
pportunity. If you agree with ow wtews opinion 
ou would no doubt be prepared to press for 


eyer’s release on bail set at. a reasonable sum. 
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Nos 14.37 
22nd September, 1950 De 8.55 pm. 22nd September, 1950 
Te ee see ae E% ~ to 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Addressed to Peking telegram No. 1457 of 22nd September 


‘Repeated for information to Canton. 


Your telegram No. 1439 [ef 16th September: detention of 
Butterfield and Swire's agent]. 


We are disturbed at the continued detention 
ef Speyer. It has been suggested to the firm's London office, 
who share our anxiety, that the Chinese authorities might 
be approached with a view to S[peyer] being released 
in return for a guarantee by the lecal British bank to pay 
any fine which may eventually be imposed by the courts. — 


2. We do not faveur this proposal, since we fear that it 
may set an undesirable precedent and lead to further cases 
of this nature. We would however isee no objection to the 
local bank going bail for S.., i.e., guaranteeing his 
appearance before the court to answer any charges against. 


3. Grateful for your views at the earliest opportunity. 

If you agree with our opinion you would no doubt be prepared 
to press for Speyer’s release on bail set at a reasonable 
sum. Please also let us know if there have been any 

further developments since you made representations on 
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Mr. Hutchison | 
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Addressed to Foreign Office totegras No. 14.95, of 


September 26th 
Repeated for information to anton. 


Your telegram No. 11.37. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated orally September 
19th that Speyer was being detained for questioning. 
I am again writing to the Vice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs expressing concern at his detention for over 3." 
weeks and requesting immediate release on bail so that he 
will be available if required for further questioning or 
to appear in court. 
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Addressed to .CANTON 
telegram No!2.¥.. (date)....[0.An...6e4-, 


repeated for informaiton to PEKING 


Peking Telegram No. 1495 / of tke 26th 
september: Detention of Butterfield and 


Swire's agent at Swatow_/. 


London office of firm were advised on +ee 
5th October by Hong Kong office that ,according 
to Swatow branch ,Speyer is to be released 
Shortly on payment of 4 hundred million 
(presumably peoples dollars) fine. Hong Kong 
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FROM CANTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Coghill 


No, 159 9.39. a.m. 13th September, 1950 
135th September, 1950 11.15. a.m, 13th September, 1950 
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Addressed to Peking telegram No, // of September 135th, 


Repeated for information to Foreign Office, 
cer bt fr 


Your telegrem No, 44 to me and Foreign Office 
telegram No, 1313 to you, 


Latest position is that Speyer is still detained 
and immediate object of firm is to secure his release 
on bail, leaving other matters for subsequent discussion, 


Order of importance of incidents is believed to 
be (c) (b) and first part of (d), other two incidents not 
officially pressed at present, Explanation of (c) is 
that lifeboat was used by Anhui officers to go ashore (and 


later abandoned) after their ship was bombed by 
nationalists, No more information about other 
incidents, 
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No, 105 D. 2.29 p.m, 6th October, 1950. 
6th October, 1950. 


‘Addressed to Canton telegram No. 10 
Repeated for information to Peking. 


Peking telegram No. 1495 [of 26th September: Dentention 
of Butterfield and Swire's agent at Swatow]. 


London office of firm were advised on 5th October 
by Hong Kong office that, according to Swatow branch, 
Speyer is to be released shortly on payment of 3 hundred 
million (presumably people's dollars) fine, Hong Kong 
office are stated to have remitted this amount, 


2. Grateful for immediate information if and when 
S[peyer] is released, and any available details of the 
sentence, 
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CANTON TELEGRAM Now? of 13th SEPTEMBER, 1950: 


REPEATED TO FOREIGN ORF 10is, f10.99,59 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of letter from DETENTION QF 
Butterfield & Svrire, MR, MARTIN N. SPEYER 
Horg Kong, dated 13/9/50; 
Butterfield & Swire Agent 
copy of report from at SWATOW. 

Mr. R.G. Lightbody, Svatow 
dated 3/ 9/50; 


copy of letter from 
Mr. M Ne eyer , SWATOW, 
dated 4/9/50. 


Copied to: Embassy, Peking | 
Wo.17 (6/66~5/50) 


Cin 


a ees . 
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, ears & SWIRE 


_ Hong Kong, China and Japan 


T elegraphic Address: 
*SWIRE" 


1, Connaught Road, Central 


Tel: 30331. HONG KONG: 13th September, 1950, 


RH. Blake, ESQ y 
Messrs. Butterfield & Swire, 


CANTON. 


Dear Blake, 


We refer to your telephone conversation with Mr. Price 
of the 13th September. The Speyer dossier has grown, but we attach 
. copies of key letters, that from Lightbody of 3rd September and from 
Speyer (written under Police eye) on the 4th September. 


It has since become clear that the three main charges are 
those referred to in Speyer's letter and the other two have dropped into 
the background. fe have not copies to you Speyer's 'confessions! as 
— give nothing new and anyway are composed more or less under duress, 


What we stressed over the telephone is that it is outrageous | 
that an Agent, who is a British resident and whose movements are, therefore, 
subject to Exit Permit etc. should be confined in a Police Cell, not 
even his own house, for minor administrative irregularities, committed 
either unwittingly or in an emergency, in which he had no personal 
concern, 


We are rather distressed that we have got into a round game 
before and not after Speyer's release. We had shared Swatow's hope that 
reference of the case to Canton would produce a prompt Iocal decision, | 
but if action in the South is to be deferred while there is a long four- 
cornered wrangle, in which London end Peking share, er's release 
may be distressingly delayed, Anything you can do to get first things 
put first will be appreciated, but in consultation with Coghill you may 
share our fear that intervention now with the Authorities in Centon may 
bog matters down rather than expedite settlement. 


Yours faithfully, 
Copy to Shanghai. , BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE. 


HGPsL AO 


P.S. We have : omic with the Hongkong & Shanghai Bank that their 
Swatow Branch will furnish a Letterof Guarantee for payment 
of any i that may be imposed. 


SWATOW, 3rd September, 1950, 


Messrs. Butterfield & Swire, 
HONGKONG. 


Dear Sirs, 


At about 3.30 p.m. Saturday Sept.2 Your Agent. M.N. Speyer 
was arrested by armed police of The Public Safety Bureau headed by a 
Female Comrade of The Foreign Affairs Section and Assistant Chief of Water 
Police - at his residence "Claymore", It is now 12 noon Saturday and he 
still remains in’ the Cell. Bedding, Sleeping mat etc. and food was sent 
in last night and so far two meals today. It is reported that the charges 
to be laid against him as head of the firm here deal with: 


' inside Marsu - voy.2 here of May 3rda/5th; 


— 


| 4 
. Illegal use of radio by the Master of "Kweiyang" whilst at anchor : 


a Hanyang guards not being properly reported as being on board. Voy. 
of July 25th here refers; 


360 Poyang lifeboat used by Master and 2nd Officer of "Anhui" in their 
escape during bombing and straffing of their helpless vessel by 
Nationalist air force on June 23rd - lifeboat was abandoned on beach 
and holed - the rest of trip to Swatow made by crew in fishing boat. 
The Police see something sinister in the lifeboat being found on 
“beach with "Poyang" on it instead of "Anhui". They are not satisfied 
with our report, apparently. we were late in reporting its ane sence, 
which was made after Water Police found it. 


Salvage Tug "Margaret Moller" left for Hong Konhg in July without 
Clearing or obtaining permission to leave - Polland of Mollers 
suggested the Master was mentally deranged and this esplanation 

we thought satisfied the local authorities - apparently now being 
re-investigated; « Le 
Mollers steam tug "Allegiance" arrived here on her second trip «& 
Hong Kong with stores and new personnel for the Salvage work on 
Friday July 29th - laden with a large consignment of fruit, milk | 
and so on for smuggling purposes, This was seized by the Police and 
a serious view was and is still being taken, despite a heavy Customs 
fine to The Master. At the time of writing it is not at all clear 

as to if and when Ir. Speyer will be released. So far, I learn that 
he is not being ill-treated. Meantime the "Kweiyang" is due tonight 
with 850 passengers and usual arrangements have been made to deal CT 
with her and.provided she is not detained, we ought to begble to get | 
her away tomorrow 6 a.m. Monday with roughly 1,500 packages export 
and a few passengers. Mr. Hsu, shipping assistant, is rendering 
interpreter service at the enquiries now in progress. Mr. M. Ching 
has also been to the Bureau. So far everything going in to 

Mr. Speyer is searched and all food tested by sampling. No private — 
conversation can take place without witnesses and then it is limited, 
so far I have not been called upon to visit the Bureau nor so far as- 
I can see is it desirable or necessary. Meantime the staff are | 
attending to their duties, though naturally are a little excited, 
should there be no detention to the "Kweiyang" we anticipate her here 
again with a good upward cargo ex H.K. about Thurdsay. | 


core” | Ts Yours faithfully, . ) | 
| | ) R.G. LIGHTBODY a ee ) 
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SWATOW. 
4th September, 1950. 


Messrs. Butterfield & Swire, 
HONG KONG. 


Dear Sirs, 


I am at present detained by the Public Security 
Bureau in connection with three cases enumerated below: 


1. Failure to report a lifeboat left by "Poyang" 
and later used by Captain Naismith to land 
from "Anhui"; 


The case of the Hanyang Guards which has already 
been reported to you; 


The departure of "Margaret Moller" without ail at oi 
of which you have already been advised by telegram. 


I am informed that following executing a letter of 
confession and a further explanation which are attached, this case 
will be reported by telegram to Canton and if any fine is levied it 
will amount to JMP 300,000,000 (three hundred million). I will not 
be released until. a reply has been received from Canton and the fine 
paid. Please, therefore, ask a to remit the sum required as 
sooh as possible. - | 


In the eeiakine: apart foes signing cheques Mr. Maurice 
Ching will be carrying on as Acting Agent. He will be reporting to 
me daily. I do not see any reason to stop shipping provided, of 
course, the usual permits have been received. 


This letter is being written in the Foreign affairs 
Department of the Public Betis Bureau. 
Yours faithfully, 
M.N. SPEYER. 


Telegraphic Address; 
SHIRE" 


1, Connaught Road, Central 
Tel: 30231, HONG KONG: 13th September, 1950, 


RH, Blake, Eade, 
Messrs, Butterfield & Swire, 
CANTON. 


Dear Blake, 


We refer to your telephone conversation with Mr. Price 
of the 13th September, The Speyer dossier has grown, but we attach 
copies of key letters, that from “bo of 3rd September and from 
Speyer (written under Police eye) on th September, 


It has since become clear that the three main charges are 
those referred to in letter and the soon two have dropped into 
the background. We have not copies to you tconfessions' as 
they give nothing new and anyway are composed more or less under duress, 


What we stressed over the telephone is that it is outrageous “ 
that an Agent, who is a British resident and whose movements are, therefore, © 
subject to Exit Permit etc, should be confined in a Police Cell, not 2 
even his own house, for minor administrative irregularities, committed 
either unwittingly or in an emergency, in which he had no personal 
concern, 


We are rather distressed that we have got into a round game 
before and not after r'g release, We had shared Swatow's hope that 
hs ggg of a case Canton would produce a prompt llocal decision, 

action in the South is to be deferred while there is a long four- 
cornered wand ts aah Leake aed Pade oe release 


peo stressingly delayed, inything you ean do to st things 
put jo dar — be appreciated, but in consultation with you may 
eoboa ear that intervention now with the authorities enton may 
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bog mat pg rather than penaee settlement, 
Yours faithfully, 


Copy to Shanghai, BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE. 


P.S, We have arranged with the Hongkong & Shanghai Bank that their 
Swatow Branch will furnish a Letterof Guarantee for payment — 
of any 


be imposed, 
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Mesars. Butterfield & Swire, 
HONGKONG. 


Dear Sira, 


At about 3.30 pem. Saturday Sept,2 Your Agent. M.N, Speyer 
was arrested by armed police of The Public Safety Bureau headed by a 
Female Comrade of The Foreign Affairs Section and Assistant Chief of Water 
Police - at his residence "Claymore", It is now 12 noon Saturday and he 
still remains in the Cell. Bedding, Sleeping mat ete. and food was sent 
in last night and so far two meals today, It is reported that the charges 
to be laid against him as head of the firm here deal with; 


le Illegal use of radio by the lashes of "Kwediyang" whilst at anchor 
inside Marsu - voye2 here of May 3rd/5th; 


2. peg to guards not. being. properly reported as being on board, Voy, 
of July 25th here refers; 


36 Poyang lifeboat used by Master and 2nd Officer of. "dnhui* in their 
escape during bombing and straffing of their helpless vessel. by 
Nationalist air force on June 23rd - lifeboat was abandoned on beach 
and holed ~- the rest of trip to Swatow made by crew in fishing boat. 
The Police see something sinister in the lifeboat being found on 
beach with "Poyang" on it instead of "Amini", They are not satisfied 
with our report, apparently we were late in reporting ‘its phere wt 

which was made after Water Police found it. 


a cemeniah linteas Olin desteen: aune Ge-eieahtbe’ 
Clearing or obtaining permission to leave + Pollamd of Mollers 
suggested the Master was mentally deranged and this explanation 

we thought satisfied the local. — - apparently now being 
re-Anvestigateds 


De Meldare. pteen tue-BAlAentoneeDeugtved Mee onitad enon trip ex 
Hong Kong with stores and new personnel for the Saivage work on 
Friday July 29th - laden with a large consignment of fruit, milk 

and so on for smuggling purposes, This was seized ty the Polies and 

a serious view was and is still being taken, despite a heavy Customs 

Master. At the time of writing it is not at all clear 

« Speyer will be released, ‘o far, I learn that 

reated, Meantime: the "Kwedyang" is due tonight 

and usual arrangements have been made to deal 

provided she is not ae ee ee 
her away tomorrow 6 a.m, Monday with 1,500 packages export 
and a few passengers. Mr, Hsu, shipping ausigliak, is rendering 
service at the enquiries now in es. Mr, M, Ching 
has also been to the Bureau, So far ev going in to 

Mr. Speyer is searched and all food tested by sampling. No private 

conversation can take place without witnesses and then it is limited, 

T can soo in 1t dasiraile or necoosuiy, Meaxtine the staff are 


Ae 


Yours f althfully, 


R.G, LIGHTBODY 
1 pete 359250, 


Messrs, Putterfidld & Swire, 
HONG KONG. 


Dear Sirs, 


I am at present detained by the Public Security 
Bureau in comection with three cases enumerated below 


1. Failure to report a lifeboat left by "Poyang* 
and later used by Captain Naismith to land 
from * Anim"; is 


2. The case of the Hanyang Guards which has already 
been reported to you; 


3. The departure of "Margaret Moller" without permission 
of which you have already been advised by telegram, 


I am informed that following executing a letter of 
confession and a further explanation which are attached, this case 
will be reported by telegram to Canton and if any fine is levied it 
will amount to JMP 300,000,000 (three Inmdred million). I will not 
be released until a reply has been received from Canton and the fine 
paid, Please, therefore, ask Shanghai to remit the sum required as 
sooh as possible, 


In the meantime, apart from signing cheques Mr, Maurice 
Ching will be carrying on as Acting Agent. He will be reporting to 


me daily, I do not see any reason to stop shipping provided, of 
course, the usual permits have been received, 
This letter is being written in the Foreign affairs 
Department of the Public Security Bureau, 
Yours faithfully, 


MN, SPEYER, 


1, Comaught Road, Central, 
HONG KONG: 13th September, 1950. 


Mesars, Butterfield & Swire, 
CANTON, 


Dear Blake, 


We refer to your telephone conversation with Mr. Price 
of the 13th September, The Speyer dossier has grown, but we attach 
copies of key letters, that from Lightbody of 3rd September and from 
Speyer (written under Police eye) on the 4th September, 


It has since become clear that the three main charges are 
those referred to in Speyer's letter and the other two have dropped into 


the background, We have not copied to you Speyer's ‘confessions! as they 
give nothing new and anyway are composed more or less under duress. 


What we stressed over the telephone is that it is outrageous 
that an Agent, who is a British resident and whose movements are, therefore, 
subject to Exit Permit etc, should be confined in a Police cell, not even 
his own house, for minor administrative irregularities, committed either 
unwittingly or in an emergency, in which he had no personal concern, 


We are rather distressed that we have got into a round game 
before and not after 's releas®, We had shared Swatow's hope that 
reference of the case santen would produce a prompt local decision, but 
if action in the South is to be deferred while there is a long four~-cornered 
wrangle, in which London and Peking share, § 's release may be 
distressingly delayed. Anything you can do fir st things put first 
will be appreciated, but in consultation with you may share our 
fear that intervention now with the Authorities in Canton may bog matters 
gown rather than expedite settlement, 
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Yours faithfully, 
Copy to Shanghai, BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE. 


BGP: Ao 

P.S, We have arranged with the Hongkong & Shanghai Bank that their 
Swatow Branch will furnish a Letter of Guarantee for payment of 
any fine that may be imposed, 
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Dear Sirs, 


I am at present detained by the Public Security Bureau 
in connection with three cases enumerated below: 


le Failure to report a lifeboat left by "P ® end later 
used by Captain Naismith to land from * Ms 


2e The case of the "Yanyang" guards which has already been 
reported to you; 


3. # The departure of "Margaret Moller" without permission 
of which you have already been advised by telegram; 


I am informed that following executing a letter of 
confession and a further explanation which are attached this case will 
be reported by telegram to Canton and if any fine is levied, it will 
amount to JMP 300,000,000 (three hundred millions). I will not be 
released until a reply has been received from Canton and the fine paid. 
Please, therefore, ask Shanghai to remit the sum required as soon as 
possible, 


In the meantime, apart from signing cheques, 
Mr. Maurice Ching will be carrying on as Acting Agent. He will be 


reporting to me daily, I do not see any reason to stop shipping 
provided, of course, the usual permits have been received, 


This letter is being written in the Foreign Affairs 
Department of the Public Security Bureau, | 


Yours faithfully, 


MN, SPEYER. 


SHATOW: 3rd September, 1950, 


At about 3.30 pom, Saturday September 2 your agent, 
M.Ne Speyer, was arrested by armed police of the Public Safety Bureau headed 
by a female Comrade of the Foreign Affairs Section and Assistant Ciief of 
Water Police ~- at his residence "Claymore*. It is now 12 noon Saturday 
and he still remains in the Cell, Bedding, Sleeping Mat eta, and food was 
sent in last night and so far two meals today. It is reported that the 
charges to be laid against him as head of the firm here deal with; 


le Illegal use of radio by the Mester of "Kwelyang" whilst at anchor 
inside Marsu - voy,2 here of May 3rd/5th; 


2. “Hanyang” guards not being properly reported as being on board, Voy. 
of July 25th here refers; 


36 "Poyang" lifeboat used by Master and 2nd Officer of "Mmhui*® in their 
escape during bombing an@ straffing of their helpless vessel by 
Nationalist air force on June 23rd - lifeboat was abandoned on 
beach and holed - the rest of trip to Swatow made by crew in fishing 
boat. The Polige see something sinister in the lifeboat being found 
on beach with "Poyang" on it instead of "Anhuiff/ They are not 
satisfied with our report, apparently we vere late in reporting its 
presence which was made after Water Police found its 


SAlvage Tug "Margaret Moller® left for Hong Kong in July without 
Clearing or obtaining permission to leave - Polland of Mollers 
suggested the Master was mentally deranged and this explanation 
we thought satisfied the local authorities ~ apparently now being 
re-investigated; 


Moller's steam tug "Allegiance" arrived here on her second trip. { 
ex Hong Kong with stores and new personnel for the salvage work on Friday | 
July 29th - laden with a large consignment of fruit, milk and so on ’ 
for smuggling purposes, This was seised by the Police and a serious 
view was and is still being taken, despite a heavy Customs fine to 
the Master, At the time of writing it is not at all clear as to if 
and when Mr. Speyer will be released. So far I learn he is not being 
ili-treated, Meantime, the "Kwelyang" is due tonight with 850 
passengers and usual arrangements have been made to deal with her 

and provided she is not detained we ought to be able to get her away 
tomorrow 6 a.m Monday with roughly 1,500 packages export and a 

few passengers, Mr. Hsu, shipping assistant, is rendering interpreter 
service at the enquiries now in progress. Mr. M, Ching has also been 
to the Bureau, So far everything going in to Mr. Speyer is searched 
and all food tested by sampling. No private conversation can take 
place without witnesses and then it is limited. So far I have not been 
called upon to visit the Bureau nor so far as I can see is it 
desirable or necessary. Meantime, the staff are attending to their 
duties, though naturally are a little excited, should there be no 
detention to the "Kweiyang" we anticipate her here again with a good 
upward cargo ex H,K.s about Thursday, | 


Yours faithfully, 
RG. LIGHTBODY 


1 peme 3/9/50, 
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JOHN SWIRE & SONS L™. ZB. ee 
Birvrnic ADDRESS, S, Vhieler youre, 
TEMSELOAF, FEN,LONDON. 
TELEPHONE, 


MANSION HOUSE 3041. | , eoth September, 1950._ 


Dear Mr. Shattock, 


We attach copy of the letter from our head 
Chinese in Swatow about which the writer spoke to you on the 
telephone this morning. 


It really is most regrettable that British 
subjects should have been left in one of the vrincipal ports 
of China without any Consular representative on the spot who 
can save them from indignities of this sort and we do hope 
that, despite the interminable delays which reference to 
‘Canton and Peking are apparently causing, it will not be long 
berore Mr. Speyer's release is obtained. We would also 
ask once again that H.M.G'S Representative in Peking be 
instructed to press with all urgency for the re-appointment 
of a Consul in Swatow. 


We wait to hear, whether, after consideration, 
you think good or harm would be done by encouraging press 
publicity to this very serious case. 


Yours I barren dr 
a re anes a 
a 


J.SeH. Shattock, Esq., fe fats. 
Foreign Office, 
S.Wel. | ee 
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SWATOW , 


16th September, 1950 : 3 p.m. 


Dear Mr. Price, 


I presume this is the tourth private letter that 
I wrote to you on Mr. Speyer's case. 


I went to see him as usual practically every day 
and although he is still quite healthy, he is looked not so 
bright as the first few days. I had a long talk with him 
about two hours on the 14th arternoon and also one hour this 
morning. I think he must have got a general idea of what was 
happening in this Office as weil as in Swatow. I always 
renenmber to tell him to be patient for another two or three 
days every time I saw him, but up to today two weeks has been 
passed and no wonder his anxiety was increasing. 


The Foreign Affairs Department's Chief told Mr.Speyer 
this morning that they have also done the best they can by 
sending letters and telegrams to Ganton expediting an early 
settlement of this case and it is hoped to be replied soon. 

A Bank Guarantee or a further petition were both regarded to be 
of no value and the only way is to wait news from Canton. 
However, he is being treated quite well and besides having two 
letters to his wife, he has finished many books in reading, he 
was also reviewing his Chinese lessons. He eventually told 
his wife in his second letter about his detention. I sean to 
be getting on quite friendly with everyone (3) in the Foreign 
Affairs Dept. and trust me that I will look after him to my best. 
Everything is also OK in this Office and believe me also that I 
am doing my best with the good assistance from all of the staff. 


With best regards, 
Yours faithfully, 


sed: M.Ching. 


JOHMSWIRE & SONS LT? GB : Ba 
/RAPHIC ADDRESS, N. Ju : S, Lider GYUare, 


LOAF, FEN,LONDON. 


TEN 
TELEPHONE, 
MANSION HOUSE 3041. ap ut y.wh. Oatober, 1950. 
— J 


De Sey, 
G fie: 


Dear Mr. Shattook, | Clon/¢) : 


The following are the telegrams about which Mr.Swire 
spoxe to you this atternoon:- 


Despatched 5-50 p.m. to-day from Hong Kong reading as follows:- 


"Swatow telegraph Speyer will be released soon: Hong Kong telegraph 
"believe whole case referred back for local settlement." 


Despatched 5-07 p.m. to-day from Hong Kong reading as follows: - 
"Swatow telegraoh Speyer will be released on payment of 300 million 
"fine: Hong Kong telegraoh have renitted." 


Had there been a Consul in Swatow enpowered to make 
& promot settlement of this matter on the spot, this unfortunate 
man might, as you will see from our letter of the 6th September, 
have been released from prison on these same terms a month ago- 


We hope that they will at least now succeed in 
securing Speyer's release, although the msthod of doing so is far 
from satisfactory, as we know you will appreciate what very serious 
repercussions elsewhere in China may result from H.M.G‘'s inability 
to make a prompt settlement of this case on the spot without the 
need for reference to Cantone 


Yours truly, 


Me Muiinhntk, 
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firm's agent in Swatow Will—pe released shontiy. 


‘4 have telegeinnea iain tor nd er 


id. K. Swire, Esq., information, .2 AnarprtraKoush Ansanche Soho yous 
C/o John Swire and an. Cen ation Or re (4 = ; 
sons, Limited, |. With regard to the closure of the Consular 
8, Billiter Square} 


BO. 5. post at Swatow, to which reference is made in 


your firm's letters of the 29th seotember and 
5 the 5th October, you are probably aware of the 
From Hog C letter (F 13352/1896/10 ) which Scarlett wrote 
Mr. Shattock oe 
to Mitchell, of the China Association, on the 
22nd September last year, and which Mitchell 
was going to show to his Committee. This 
letter explained the circumstances in which 
it was found necessary to close the post for 
the time being. You probably know also that 
the Chinese authorities have not up to the 
present recognized the official standing of 
our Consular Officers in China and it has become 
apparent that only representations by H.M. 
Chargé d'Affaires in Peking are likely to 
= have any chance of success. It is therefore 
BBECEINB DWN lenpehe the presence of a Consular 
 DIVISIQN. 


SONI from the treatment.to which he has been subjected. 
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Officer at Swatow would have saved Mr. Speyer 


gPATCHed | 
Of ty? : 


. Since the Central People's Government do 
ft 
not recognise our Consular Officers, I am 


~~ 


afraid that at present no useful purvose would 


be served by pressing the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to agree to the appointment of a 

; Soteul at Swatow. As indicated in Foreign Office 

letter XS 14/10/150 of the 16th March to the 

| China Association, the position will be 

reviewed when the present restrictions on the 
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(FO 1611/1) FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.0.1. 
CONFIDENTIAL 12th October, 1950, 


I was very glad to heer that your firm's agent in 
Swatow has been released, albeit on payment, apparently, of @ 
large fine. We heve telegraphed to Canton for further 
information, as I underetand Trench told you in a telephone 
convereation on the 6th October, 


With regard to the closure of the Consular post at 
Swatow, to which reference is made in your firm's letters of the 
29th September and the 5th October, you are probably aware of 
the letter (FP 13352/1896/10) which Scarlett wrote to Mitchell, 
of the China Association, on the 22nd September last year, and 
which Mitchell was going to show to his Committee. This 

letter explained the circumstances in which it was found 
necessary to close the post for the time being. You probably 
know also that the Chinese authorities have not up to the 
present recognized the officiel standing of our, Consular 
Officers in Chine and it has become apparent that only 
representations by Hie Majesty's Charsé G*affaires in Peking 
are likely to have any chance of success. It is therefore 
improbable that the presence of a Consular Officer at Swatow 
would have saved Mr. Speyer from the treatment to whigh he has 
been subjected. | 


Since the Central People's Government do not yet recognise 
our Consular Officers, I am afraid thet at present no useful 
purpose would be served by pressing the Ministry of Foreign 
Affaire to agree to the eppointment of a Consul et Swatow. 

Ae indicated in Poreign Office letter XS 14/10/1150 of the 
16th March to the Chine Association, the position will be 
reviewed when the present restrictions on the entry of staff 
into Ghina have been removed. 


I am writing to you seperately about Mr. Arnold. 


(3.8.8. Shattook) 
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JOHN SWIRE & SONS L™ re | 
“GRAPHIC ADDRESS, S, Lilliler Spoare V) | 
TEE OAF, FEN,LONDON. / W 


TELEP H ONE, 
MANSION HOUSE 3041. | OF? 6th October, 1950. 
: | Eee Nmober. LIG0. . 


6. 


Dear Mre Shattock, 


The following, tor your information, is an extract from 
a letter dated the 2nd October which we have this morming received from 
Hong Kong: = 


" M.N SPRY RR. Blake (our Canton Agent) tells us that the 

"oosition in Qanton had bean that Coghill,in the absence of 

tinstructions from Hutchison, had been recommending hin to make no 

“further intervention after his initial call upon the Aliens Affair 

"Bureau. On 23rd September Coghill received an enquiry from 

"Hutchison as to whether there had been any developments. 

re 

it After thinking this over and realising that, in fact, 

"precisely nothing was happening, Blake discussed the position with 

"Coghill and informed him that he intended to have a further try to 

‘get same action locally. Accordingly Blake called on the Aliens 

"Affair Bureau and was given a hearing. Ke was informed that 

"there were two questions: - 

rf 

" (a) the breaches in shipoing regulations, which fell under the 
jurisdiction of Canton and on which, in due course, they 
were prepared to rule: 


(b}) the detention without bail of Speyer in Swatow. 


Blake was informed that the latter issue is one for regulation 
"by Public Safety Bureau in Swatow and is not a matter ror the Aliens 
"Affairs Bureau in Canton. 
¢ 
it As the local authorities in Swatow aopear to hold a contrary 
"view, Blake has therefore requested the Public Safety Bureau in Canton 
tto make it clear to the head of the Public Safety Bureau in Swatow 
'that the question of Speyer's release on bail is for the latter's 
tlocal decision. Wwe can but see if anything results." 


Yours truly, é i ee 
een a 


J-S He Shattock, Hsq-, 
Foreign Office, 
S Wel. 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM CANTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Coghill 


No, 169, D. 3.21.p.m. October 5th, 1950, 
October 5th, 1950. R. 4.38.p.m. October 5th, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No, 89 of October 5th 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office. a an Bee 


Your telegram No. 1495 to Foreign sittin, 


Butterfield and Swire's agent here has received the 
impression that Canton authorities consider someone at Swatow 
has been over-zealous and that the charges against Speyer 
may not be pressed. In any case the question of release on 
bail has been left to Swatow and a telegram from the firm's 


ea there says this may be expected shortly.. 


Far Zoster Department 
South East< Asia. Department 
Consuler Department 


WHWWwwww 


En Clair DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM CANTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Def +3 am. (th October, 1950, 


No.1/0 
78h Oateber, 1950, "sere Some 7h Oataben, 1700, 


IMMEDIATE 


Addressed to Peki 
(th October, 
Repeated forAnformation to Foreign Office 


My immediately preceding telegran. 


Speyer released but no further information 
yet available. 
DISTRIBUTED TO 


Far Eastern Department 
South East Asia Department 
Consular Department 
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Cypher/OTP. — DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION, 
FROM CANTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Coghill. © 9.39 aem. 15th October, 1950, 
0 


D 
No.180, R, 10.53 a.m. 15th October, 1950. 
15th October, 1950, 


—_ -—___, 
PRIORITY £2 teu/ud 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Addressed to Peking telegram No.l02 of 15th October, 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office,. 


My telegram No.90.— me Ib ll ly 3. 


Speyer was released after fine [? grp.omtd.] J.M.P.hL. 
paid. Butterfield and Swirds Swatow office "confessed" 
following mistakes in writing: - 


(a) Poyang life boats entry into Chinese territorial waters 
was not reported. On matter being brought to their 
attention the firm at first said in error that boat 
belonged to Anhui. 


(>) ([Grps.undec. ? Previous permission] was not obtained 
for seven armed guards to be on board Hanyang. 
(I am not clear about regulations). 


(c) Salvage tug Margaret Moller (agents Butterfield and Swire) 
left Swatow without permission, 


2. Firm has guaranteed in future to observe laws of 
People's Government and of local Government. Guard have 
been released after "education" to make them realise 
"Pault of being used by imperialists to break shipping 
regulations". 


3. Apparently no allowance was made for circumstances 
(bombing) which led to (a). 


.. Authorities made it clear they had nothing against 
Speyer personally, but merely detained him as firm's agent. 


Full details follow by post. 
DISTRIBUTED TO: 
Far Eastern Department. 
South East Asia Department. 
Consular Department. 
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Telegram to } 

. Addressed 10 cvccmeouue SEXING 


telegram No. 


repeated for information to Canton 


(Date) . X4—-10-5 o| 


Repeat to . 
austen Canton telegram No. 102 ft the 15th 


112 October: Detention of Bullerfiecla and Swire's 


* 
oe 


MARGIN. 


Agent at Swatgow_/. 


he - We shall be grateful for your comments 
on this case as soon as you have received the 
further details promised in Canton telegram 


under reference. 


RECEIVED IN C.B.) 
259CT 1859 


2. In particular, the following points seem. 


to need clarification? 


BE WRITTEN IN THIS 


er (a) Was Speyer ever brought before a court, tried 


and . sentenced? © 


at | 
0) lengthy detention and eventual 


release on. payment of a fine in accordance 


NOTHI 


Hicitnuticn, tae with Chinese law?. Does not Chinese law 
Departmental provide for the release of accused persons 


on pail? 
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Far Eastern Dept. | | 
oa Is the size of the fine (assuming the 
Consular Dept. ene | 

procedure to be legal) simply in accordance 


atti 


with the whim of the local authorities or 
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Court? | If as we assume the fine amounted 


). if ] 
to #500, 000 1000 people's dollars (mytelegram : 


No. 105, to Canton refers)». this seems out 
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is this casé likely to set a precedenkg for 
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action against other agents of foreign firms 


whose. principals are accused of misdemeanours 
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If so,do you consider that any action could 


or should be taken now in order to attempt 


- « A, 


the prevention of similar occurrences 


in future? 


NOTHING TO 


MARGIN. 
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BE WRITTEN 


Cypher/OTP 
FO 1611, 
Confidential 


D: 11.10 a.m. 25th October, 1950. 


21th October, 1950. 


\ddressed to Peking telegram No. 1651 of 2hth Octobe 
Repeated for information to Canton. 


Canton telegram No. 102 [of 15th October : Detention 
of Butterfield and Swire’s Agent at Swatow]. 


We shall be grateful for your comments on this case 
@s soon as you have received the further details promised 
in Canton telegram under reference. 


2. In particular, the following points seem to need 
clarification :~- 


(a) Was Speyer ever brought before a court, tried and 
sentenced ? 


(b)Ifmot was his lengthy detention and eventual release — 
on payment of a fine in accordance with Chinese law? Does 
not Chinese law provide for the release of accused persons 
on bail? 

(ec) Is the size of the fine (assuming the procedure to 
be legal) simply in accordance with the whim of the local 
authorities or court? If, as we assume, the fine amounted 
to 300,000,000 people's dollars (my telegram No. 105 to 
Canton refers), this seems out of all proportion to the 
gravity of the alleged offences. 

(d) Is this case likely to set a precedent for action 
against other agents of foreign firms whose principals are 
accused of misdemeanours? If so, do you consider that any 

action could or should be taken now in order to attempt the 
prevention of similar occurrences in future? 
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Far Eastern Department 
South East Asia Department 


REFERENCES 


(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


38679 


« (No. *82 3 490/53) 


e Charge d'Affaires : 
His Majesty's Ambassador, Peking, presents his compliments to 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits 
J . 


herewith one copy of the undermentioned paper. 


Peking. 


Reference to previous despatch* Lp \ (BA 


iN 
Foreign Office telegram No. 1437 of 22nd September, 1950. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Letter to Ministry of Foreign Detention of Mr. T. Speyer. 
Affairs, 26th September 1950. 


beped Ae 


You will recall that on 16th September 
, addressed to you e third-person Note, Nee 
tage gel requesting that enquiries be made 
the detention of Mr. T. SFI 
the saat “or Nessre wo Batterfiel and Swire at 
Svatow, with a view to his early releaso,. On 
9th September Mr. Bryan of ateff mentioned 
this matter to Mr. Yao ieh, who informed 
him thet, according to informmtion received by 
your Ministry, Wre Speyer wae being detained for 
-questioning. As far as I am aware he ie stili 
under detention. 


His Majesty*s Government have indice ted 
ji Ba their anxiety ebout this ease, and I per- 


onally am mnch rred that Hr. 
have becn de taine ? over three weeks. I 
therefore venture to request Your Exce 
good offices with a view to securing his tammatate 
release on bail, which would ensure that he was 
available of required for farther ¢ questioning or 
to appear in Gourt. 
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En Clair 


; r 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE’ 


Mr. Hutchiison *s °'! 


No.1655. D. 7 
October 25th, 1950. R.'8 


.50.p.m. October 25th, 1950. 
-26.p.m. October 25th, 1950. 


Australian Embassy office Hong Kong have requested our 
assistance in packing and sending to Australia effects of 
C.P. Fitzgerald, formerly on staff of British Council here 
and now appointed to Australian National University, Canberra. 
We have taken no action pending reply to letter to Mrs. 
Fitzgerald. From Mrs. Horstman who has been looking after 
Fitzgerald's affairs here and who has obtained estimates. In 
view of high cost of packing and Fitzgerald's intention to 
visit Peking in November and doubt as to who is ultimately 
responsible for any costs inctirred,. Mrs. Horstman is reluctant 
to start packing without specific instructions. Grateful if 
you could ascertain from Mrs. Fitzgerald, c/o Australian 
National University, Russell Square, London, what her wishes 
are and to whom expenses should be charged. If Fitzgerald 
is to visit Peking in near future it is better await his 
arrival, | 
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7 November, 1950. 


Madam, 


I am directed by Mr. Seeratary Bevin 
to inform you that an enguiry has been 
received from His Mdijeaty FR 
Peking concerning your husband's effects 
which are at: present in Peking. 

It is understood that the Offiee 
of Wie Hietiel lan meena’ Hong Kong had 
hese requested His Ma ‘esty's Seeks 
SatPreking to assist in packing and sending 


your husband's ot tess to, Australia, 


ND 
His Majesty's Emeessy btate that theyhave. 
hos been tihion 
teken—neo—eetion pending a reply to a 
letter which has been sent to you by 

‘Mrs. Horstman who,it is understood, is 
looking after your husband's affairs in 


Peking and who has obtained estimates 


for the cost of packing and transport 


of the effects. In view of the high 


cost of packing and pt Aouee on. 


understands that your husband intends 
to—visit—Pekine—tnHovenbver and sine 
—-see~is_ia—dembt as to who is ultimately 
responsible for any costs incurred, Mrs. 


Horstman is reluctant to start packing 


withoutspecific ing tpusieee: dugg oD @ 
that 4, ho G& bt can8 As 
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/expenses 


sate wn retcs ntin tt cle Tate Ain, 


expensed of transport of you husband's 


effects.\ She Suggests that i your husband 
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¢ re 1611/46. 


SeWetle 


lth Novembe I» 1950 « 


I am directeG by Mre Seeretary Bevin to inform 
you that an encuiry has been received from His Majesty's 
Charge G@' ffaires at Peking coneerning your husband's 
effects which are at present in Peking. 


It is understood that the sustralian Representative 
in Hong Fone has recuested His Majesty's Cherge d'/ffaires 
to assist in packing and sending your husbsnd'’s effects to 
Australia, Hise Majesty's Charge d'affaires states that 
no action has been taken pending a reply to a letter 
which has been sent to you by “re. Horstman who, it is 
umerstood, is looking after your husband's effairs in 
Peking o.né who hes obtained cstimtes for the cost of 

ackine cad trensport of the effects. In view of the — 
ich ecst of packing and her doubt as to who is 
ultimately responsible for any costs incurred, 
Mree Horstmen is reluctant to eatart packing without 
epecifie instructions. She sugreste thet if, as she 
unierst nds to be the case, your husbend intends to 
Visit Peking in the near future, it would be better to 
await his arrival, 


Mre.e Horetmn has recuested that your wishes should 
be escertcined in this mtter cnd has asked to whom 
the expenses of packing and transport should be charged. 
I am to enmzuire what reply should be given to her. 


I am, 
Madam, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Mree CoPe FitzGerald, 
Bradford on / Vor, 
wiltehire. 


Turleigh vroft, 
5 +Bradford-on-Avon, 
Wilts. 


Your ref: RL/1611/46 November 10th,1950. 


1 thank you for your letter of Nov. 4th, which : am a 
to-day forwarding to my husband, c/o fhe .Australiam ‘Representat | 
ive, P & 0. Building, Hongkong. My husband arrived there on ¥ 
Nov. 7th and is hoping to return to Peking as soon as possible. é 
I wrote to Mrs. Horstmann on Sept. 2oth, instructing her to pro F 


ceed at once with the packing, as we are anxious to get our 
effects out of Peking before any possible difficulties with 
China arise, and to receive them in Australia by the time I 
arrive on danuary lst. The Austpalian Universtiy is bearing 
half the cost of removal, so I presume that payment wild be 
effected through the Australian Representative in Hongkong, 

and that my husband will make any necessayy arrangement with 
him. As Mrs, Horstmann knows us well personally, I hope she 
will make every effort to dispatch our effects with the 
utmost speed. 


Yours faithfully, 


Bice hike One / 
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With the Compliments of 


ene: 


John Swire and Sons Lid. 


8, BILLITER SQUARE, 
Lonpbon, E.C.3. 


BEMQRFIELD & SWIRE ‘pupticate, CONFIDENTIAL. 
| Swatow 9.10, 50. 


Messrs. Butterfield & Swire, 
Hongkong. 
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Dear Sirs, 


SO LEE LIEGE LIE EE TIE LE OS 


I am writing this in amplification of my offigial 
letter of even date on the general question of my arrest,detention 
for five weeks and the heavy fine incurred. I had at least ho 
that the long period of detention would result in a reduced fine, 
but even this concession was impossible. 


With my official letter { heve sent you a statement 
of the original charges; these you will see could be interpreted 
as almost any kind of politieal offence add to this the fact that 
I was told at an early interrogation that if I like to make a 
confession of a political motive the People's Government would 
take a lenient view of my own part in the proceedings, and you 
will see the atmosphere of suspicion in which the case started. 
I aw glad to think that at least has been cleared. 


Pe ee ae. ha eee. aiaes ke ca 


Yrom the start 1 had to decide whether Iwas going 
to fizht the case or admit in terms acceptable to the Public 
Safety Bureau to the alleged bffences. I1 decided that provided 
I could get the actual facts established rather than the vague 
accusations in the charges I would wake a statement of guilt in 
the belief that by doing so I would be allowed to keep some 
contact with the outskde world and the agency would be able to 
continue to operate. It was not a congenial deeision; I can only 
say that I acted as I tnought, and still think, in the best 
interests of everybody. Ail Chinese advisers here and foreign 


friends have since agreed that it was the only practical step to 
take. , 


Needless to say no one regrets all this more than 
I do. I can only hope that with these cases closed we may look 
forward to a better atmosphere in the future. But as you ars 
well aware that, finally depends on general Sino-British relations 
over which we have no control, 
Yours faithfully, 


(sgd) MoN.SPEYER. 


DUPLICATE. 


Messrse John Swire & Sons, Ltd., 
LONDON. 
16th October, 1950, 


DETENTION OF M.N. SPEYER 


we attach copy of Swatow's official letter of 
9th October and enclosures that is referred to in our 
Stafr Letter by this mail. After five weeks softeninz 
up in a Police cell, Speyer is not to be criticized for 
the unpleasantly abject tone of the final version of the 
Phony “pscapanal extracted from him as the price of his 
Freecdcohie 


( signed ) BUTTERFIELD & SWiK! 


ine Losure: 
>; Shanghai 


TAT a: 
Bursa 


DUPLICATE. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


SWATOW, 9th October, 


Messrs. Butterfield & Swire, 
HONG KONG. 


Dear Sirs, 
CoN.CosLtd, 


rrest of M.N. Speyer in connection with 


"Poyang* Life boat, *F Wuards and Margaret Moller® 
Gages. On 5th October we were would 


be reieased as soon as we had complied with the following 
terms t- 


le Given an amended statement of cuilt in the three cases 
signed by Speyer on behalf of the firm. A copy of this 
statement is attached, 


Paic en fine JMP4500,000,000, 


Given an acknowledgment of Speyer's release with an 
undertaking that in future srt laws will be observdd, 
a copy of this document is attached. 


we thank you for your very prompt reply to our 
telegram requesting you to remit us funds for the fines 
We also thank Canton for all the work they have done in this 
case. 


On payment of the fine and completion of the 
above terms Speyer was released on ll a.m. Oth October, 
The "Hanyanz’ suards were released the same day and documents 
connect/wita their release are also attached. 


Wwe also attach the original charges presented to 
Speyer when arrested. As you will see only the first three 
were pressed the others being considered already closed. | 
We now understand that all cases are considered closed by the 
Authorities and will not be used against us again. The 
Authorities also stated on more than one occasion and again 
on closing the cases that they had nothing against speyer 
personally but considered they must hold him in detention as 
the representative of Butterfield & Swire in Swatow, this 
attitude naturally placG@i@ae Acent in a very difficult 
positions 
Yours faithfully, 
per pro BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE. 


(Sgd) M.N. Speyer 
Agents, China Navigation Co.Ltd. 


The Public Security Bureau SWATOW, 6th October, 1950. 
Swatow. People 1g Municipal Government, 


Dear Sirs, 4 


_ . STATEMENT OF CONFESSION BYTHE. MANAGER OF . . 
' “BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, SWATOW, M.N. SPEYER, 


‘we wish to write this letter confessing our sefious mistake 
in the three cases mentioned below in which our Gompany has infringed 
oe r+ Shag People's Government Regulations controlling Foreign 
Shipping. , , 


le ... We offended by not reporting and obtaining permission for a 

life boat from our 5.8s."Poyang" to enter Chinese Territorial waters 

at midnight on 16.6.50 and remained alongside wreck of "Anhui" 

300 yards North-west of Bil¥island, Swatow. When "Anhui" was wrecked 
Poyang" came to assist in rescue work, as a question of saving life, 

but when "Poyang"s lifeboat was left with tanhui® thehatter should 

have been reported, failure to obtain permission and report the fact 

that the life boat had entered Chinese Territorial waters was a breach 

of the Vhinese People's Government Regulations controlling Foreign 

Shippins. Also later a party of men larided’ in "“Poyang"s life boat from | 
"Anhui" at "Tung Hu" without prior permission and afterwards the 

landings at "Tung Hu" was not reported, thus causing a further infring- 
ement of the Chinese People's Government Regulations controlling 

Foreign Shipping. 


When asked for a report on the above matter by the Water Police 
we incorrectly stated that the life boat was the "Anhui"s life boat, 
it was ota when again questioned later that we correctly reported 
that the "Poyang"s life boat was used, this action showed a disregard 
for Chinese People's Government Regulations. 


ao. 4 ee Ph er a SD arrived from Hongkong on 25.7.50 had on board f 
7 guards appéinted by the Honzkong Water Police and holding Certifi-~ | 
cates from the Water Police. These guards arrived without our 
Company having first obtained permission from the Authority of China 
thereby our Company had again offended against the Chinese People's 
Government Regulations controlling Foreign Shipping. 


Piel 2 saree De * 
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2° On 29th July tre Salvage Tug "Margaret Moller" left Swatow 
or Hong Kong without permission thus intentionally breaking the 4 
control of shipping regulations of China. As at that time our | 
Company was acting as Agents for "Margaret Moller" we must be fully ‘| 
held responsible for this acte 


In view of the foregoing three cases of which we admit the 
guilt of breaking the Chinese People's Government Regulations con- 
trolling Foreign Shipping, we hereby give our confession. As this 
case has been settled by the Chinese People’s Government by levyin 
a fine of JMP.300,000,000, which we have paid, we hereby submit th 


is 


statement of confession with an assurance that we shall not commit. 
similar mistakes again which would involve serious penalties, 
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Be vp eres Weed ve “Heese 


The Und 6r'ssgned have nit lh She release 
“a Bava OOF 


of Speyer, a British subject, aren the Head of the 


Puslic Security Bureau of the People's Government of 
Swatow. 


i 


They hereby also guarantee that in the ‘future 
they will observe all the laws of the central Governuent 


and local Government of the People's Government of China. 


greet BUTTERFIELD 5 . SHIRE, 
QWATOW BRANCH OFPICE 


Address: & Beach Street, Sunter. 


Swatwo, 6th Oetober 1950 


at 
— 
» - 
mA 


DUPLICATE. 


Translation 


The undersisned have obtained from the 
iicad of the Public Security Bureau of the Swatow People's 
vovernment the release of seven guards ex s.s."*Hanyang", 
they hereby also guarantee that the guards dare not 
engage in any illegal activities in the future and that 
the undersigned will be held responsible should the suards 
vé ound in any illegal acts in the future, 
(Chopped ) BUTTERFIULD & SWIRE 
APEYER 
MANAGER 
Address : 8 Beach Street, Swatow, 


Telephone No: 1518, 


Ot ere ge re 
Names of the Guards 


FU Cheng Tee 
SUN Hok Lim 
TAO Hwa Sing 
MAO Hong Yuan 
LIANG Hu Fat 
CHIT Tao Seng 
Lik Chon Hao 


SWATOW, 6th October 1950 


DUPLICATE. 


Translation 


ETTER OF CONFESSION 


ra 


We are guards ex s.s."Hanyang", On 26.72.50 without ° 
permission from the People's Government we carried arms into 
Swatow territorial waters and so we were kept under custody 
by the Public Security Bureau of the People's Governisent of 
Swatowe After a course of education we now fully re,lise 
our fault of having been utilised by the Imnperialists to 
break the Shippinz Regulations. in gratitude forthe leniency 
of the People's Government we will in the future abide by 
our duty as citizen of China, love our country and live as 
law-abiding citizen. Should we engage in any reactionary 
activities, either overt or secret, we are willing to submit 
to the severe penalty of the laws of the Government. 

The above will be inserted in newspapers 

(Sed) Fu Cheng Tee 
Sun Hok Lim 
Tao Hwa Sing 
Mao Hong Yuan 
Liang Hu Fat 


Chit Tao Seng 
Lee Chon Hao 
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DUPLICATE. 


CHARGES AGAINST BRITISH FIRM, BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE 


On 29th July the Water Station of the Public Security Bureau 


discovered one of wwoveng life boats, which entered into China 
water without first obtaining permission. 


carried Clandestinely a party of men for landing at the beach of 


Tung Hu, Chaoyang. So she was beached and got wrecked and was 
abandoned on the beach. 


*Poyanz"s life boat coming into Yhina water and carrying 
a party of men ashore without permission and without beins reported | 
after happening is a violation of the Sovereian right of Uhina. 


After the wreck had been discovers 


d, enquiry was made and 
nahy (i.e. B & S) replied that it was the "Anhuitfs life 
boat, But ve proved that it was the "Poyanzs"s st poate It 
y then they admitted that it was a mistak This act is 
as a foolery played on the Government mee a3 & contempt 
of tne GOV Ge recuLations. 


25th July "Hanyang" carried clandestinely 7 Hongkong 
Water Police without permaission this is violation of Uhina 


de 29th July Salvage "Marzaret Molier" left owatow to 
jionskons without permission this is interpreted as an intentional 
breach of the control of Shipping Regulations of China. 


lye asth July B& S$. salvage Tug “Aliegiance"™ took advantag 
to stuscsle into Swatow a large quantity of contraband which was 
discovered by the Water Sub.3tation : 


ca 
a 


530 cases Oranges 
1 " A pplés 
pa lbs «+ Hatables 
4 e/s Mi lic 
& dow. Powdered Milk 
], camera also discovered. 


This is a violation of country's policy and willfully violate 
of our market and cause loss of revenue to our Government. 


56 Sth May "Kweiyans” broke the seal of the wireless | 
ut Swatow Harbour and send a message by W.T. to Hongkonge 


The above 5 items are violation of China's sover 
They have been committed continually so Govt. 
is exhausted a severe punishment must be made cut, 


Translation | P 
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DUPLICATE. 


Translation. 


Swatow, 6th October, 1950, 


Public Security Bureau, 
Swatow People's Government, 
SwWaTOW, 


Dear Sirs, 


The cases concerning the "Hanyang"s guards and the 
"Poyang"s life boat involving breach of Shipping Reculations 
of the People's Government of China controllinz Foreign 
Shipping have now been closed by imposition of penalty by you, 
but the men implicated and the articles both of which have’ been 
detained and the arms and wire.ens set of the "Anhui" which 
iave been in your custody since the vessel was nined are Still 
not yet returned to us, , 


We are, therefore, writing you these lines ‘requesting 
you to return these, details of which are given below, §Q us 
$0 that we may return them to Hongkong by the "Szechuen", aheiing 
Sth Octover, 1950 :~ : | 


7 Guards ex s.s."Hanyang* 

Uniforms of the 7 Guards ex s.s,."Hanyang"™ | 
Arms and ammunitions ex s.s. "Hanyang". ie 
Guarantee lodged by Chin Shun Hons in 
respect of the Guards ex s.s. Hanyang" 

One “Poyang” life boat. 

Wireless set ex ses. "Anhui", 

irms ex s.8e"Anhui", 


should be grateful if you would be kind e eel | 
to return the above to us as requested. ) 


\ 


Yours faithfully, 
(Chopped) BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE. 


Speyer 
Mana ger. 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM CANTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Coghill 
No. 186 D. 3.22 pom. 30th October, 1950 
30th October, 1950 R, 3.49 pom. 30th October, 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 186 of 
30th October 


Repeated for information to Peking. 
Your telegram No. 1654 ti Peking. 


There appears to have been no trial. It is not advisable 
to discuss with Speyer by telephone, but it is clear from 
his letter of September 4th that heavy fine was contemplated 
from the outset. I doubt if any local regulations cover such 
a case as this and think that Swatow authorities have 
followed [grp.undec.? their own] crude ideas, Butterfield 
and Swire's agent here ised that Cantonese Authorities 
did not wish to be involved| in case [grp,undec.] at Swatow 
had committed themselves in\a manner they did not approve. 
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8479, 38014—1 (8) 


Lualwu (7) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Swatow, 9th October, 1950. 


Messrs. Butterfield & Swire, 


Dear Sirs, 


C.N.Go. git « 


irresat o i. N. Sper th Ove age ** life 
Boat, “Hanyang” Guards and “Margaret x” n Oth Oct. 
we were informed that Speyer would be released as soon as we had 
complied with the following terms:- 


1. Given a amended statement of guilt in the three cases signed 
by Speyer on behalf of the firm. A copy of this statement is 
attac . 


2. Paid on fine of JMP.300,000,000. 


3. Given an acknowledgment of “payer's release with an undertaking 
mat in future all laws will be observed, a copy of this document 
s attached. 


wé thank you for your very prompt reply to our telegram 
requesting you to remit us funds for the fine. We also thank 
Canton for all the work they have done in this case. 


On payment of the fine and completion of the above terns 
Speyer was released on ll a.m. on 6th Oct. The “He " guards 
were released the same day and documents connect w eir 
release are also attached. 


We also attach the original charges presented to Speyer 
when arrested. As you will see only the first three were pressed, 
the others being considered already closed. We now understand 
that all cases are considered closed by the Authorities and will 
not be used against us again. The Authorities also stated on 
more than one occasion and again on closing the cases that they 
had nothing against & personally but considered must 
hold him in detention as ™ representative of Butterfield & 
Swire in Swatow, this attitude naturally places any Agent in a 
very difficult position. 


Yours faithfully 
per pro BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 


( Signature) 
Agents, China Navigation Co. ,Ltd. 


6.C. Shanghai . 
Canton. 


| 


Euidows-(2) 


Gory 


Swatow, 6th Ootober, 1950. 


The Public Security Bureau 
Swatow People's Municipal Government, 


SNATOW . 


Dear Sirs, 


STATEMENT OF CONFESSION BY THE MANAGER OF 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, SWATOW, M. N. SPEYER. 


We wish to write this letter confessing our serious 
mistakes in the three cases mentioned below in which our Company 
has infringed the Chinese People's Government Regulations controlling 
Foreign Shipping. 


le We offended by not reporting and obtaining permission for a 
life boat from our s.s. “Po *" to enter Chinese Territorial 
waters at midnight on 16.6. and remained alongside wreok of 
"snhui” 300 yards North-west of Bill Island, Swatow. When i ¥ 
was wrecked "Po " came to assist in rescue work, aS a question 
of saving life, but when "Poyang’s”" life boat was left with “Anhui” 
the matter should have been reported, failure to obtain permission 
and report the fact that the life boat had entered Chinese 
Territorial waters was a breach of the Chinese People's Governuent 


| Regulations controlling Foreign Shipping. Aliso luter a party of 


men landed in ‘ede ee life boat from “Anhui” at "Tung Hu" without 
prior permission and afterwards the landing at “Tung Hu” was not 
reported, thus causing a further infringement of the Chinese 
People's Government Regulations controlling Forsign Shipping. 


When asked for a report on the above matter by the Water Police 
we incorrectly stated that the life boat used was the "Anhui‘'s" 
life boat, it was only when again questioned later that we correctly 
reported that the _povang 8" life boat was used, this action showed 
a disregard for Chinese People's Governnent Kegulations. 


&. Our * arrived from Hongkong on 25.7.50. had on board 

7 guards appointed by the Hongkong Water Police and holding 
Certificates from the Water Police. These guards arrived without 
our Company having first obtained permission from the Authority 

of China thereby cur Company have again offended against the 

Chinese People's Government Regulations controlling Foreign Shipping. 


S$. On 29th July the Salvage Tug “Margaret Moller" left Swatow for 
Hongkong without permission thus intengionally breaking the contre 
of shipping regul ms of Ghing 4s @G Ghat time our Company was 


acting as Agents mexEes garet Moller” we mijst be fully held 
responsible for this aot. 


in view Of ceseee 


by 
& 
: 
E 


In view of the foregoing three cases of which we 
admit the guilt of breaking the Chinese People's Government 
Regulations controlling Foreign Shipping, we hereby give our 
confession. As this case has been settled by the Chinese 
People's Government by levying a fine of JHP.300,000,000. 
which we have paid, we hereby sutmit this statement of 
confession with an assurance that we shall not commit similar 
mistakes again which would involve serious penaities, 


Yours faithfully, 
per pro BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 


Agents, Ghina Navigation Co.,Ltd. 


The undersigned have secured the release of 
Speyer, a British subject, from the Head of the Public 


security Bureau of the People's Government of Swatow. 


They hereby also guarantee that in the future they will 


observe all the laws of the Cantral Government and local 


Governnent of the People’s Government of China. 
(Chopped) BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 


SYVATOW BRANCH OFFICE. 


Address: 8&8, Beach Street, Swatow. 


Swatow, 6th uvctober, 1950. 


The undersigned have obtained from the Head of 
the Public Security Bureau of the Swatow People's Government 


the release of seven guards ax g.s. an ". They hereby 


@lso guarantee that the guards dare not engage in any illegal 
activities in the future and that the undersimed will be 
held responsible should the guards be found in any illegal 
acts in the future. 
(Chopped) BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 
SPRY ER 
MANAGER « 


Address; 8, Beach Street, Gwatow. 


Telephone No.i518. 


Lee Chon Hao. - 
SWATOW, 6th October, 1950. 


Us Albania vada aaneiiaaseantnere RRL Bai Oo am rmnenoe 


Eubsrune(5 ) 


We are guards ex 8.8. “iianyang". Un £6.7.50. without 
permission from the People’s Government we carried arms into 
Swatow territorial waters and 80 we were kept under custody 
by the Public Security Bureau of the People’s Government of 


Swatow. After a course of education we now fully realise our 


fauit of having been utilised by the Imperlalists to break 


the Shipping Regulations. in gratitude for the leniency of 


the People's Government we will in‘the future abide by our 
duty as citizen of China, love our country and live as law- 
abiding citizen. Should we engage in any reactionary 
activities, either overt or secret, we are willing to submit 
to the severe penalty of the laws of the Governnent. 
The above will be inserted in Newspapers. 
Sd. Fu Cheng Tee 

Gun Hok Lim 

Tao Hwa Sing 

Miao Hong Yuan 

Liang Hu Feat 


Chit Tao Seng 
Lee Uhon Hao, 


6th October, 1950. 


e EdesunelG) 
g GORY 
TRANS LATION 
SHARGES AGAINST BRITISH FIRM, BUTTERFIELD & SWIRK. 


1. On 29th duly the Water Station of the Publis Security Bureau 
discovered one of eS life boats, which entered into China 
| sas without first obtaining permission. The life boat, moreover, 


carried clandestinely a party of men for landing at the beach of 
Tung Hu, Chaoyang. °o she was beached and got wrecked and was 
abandoned on the beach. 


eS life boat coming into China water and carrying 
a party of men ashore without permission and without being 

ig 8 pi after happening is a violation of the Sovereign right 
of China. 


After the wreck had been discovered, enquiry was made and 
the Company (i.e. Be. & 5.) replied that it was the "Anhui’s" 
life boat. Eut fact proved that it was the "Poyang’s* life 
boat. It was only then they admitted that it was a mistake. 
This act is regarded as a follery played on the Government and 
as a contempt of the Govt. regulations. 


2. 25th duly "Aone" carried clandestinely 7 Hongkong Water 
Police without p .ssion this is violation of China Sovereignty. 


3. 29th July “alvage "Margaret Moller“ left Swatow to Hongkong 
without permission this is interpreted as an intentional breach 


of the control of »hipping Regulations of China. 


4. 28th July B. & S. salvage Tug "Allegiance" took advantage 
to smuggle into Swatow a large quantity of contraband which was 
discovered by the Water Sub. Station:- 


30 cases Oranges 
l case Apples 
151 lbs. Eatables 
44 o/s Milk 
6 doz. Powdered Milk 
1 Camera also discovered. 


This is a violation of country's policy and willfully violate of 
our market and cause loss of revenue to our Government. 


S. Sth May “Kw " broke the seal of the wireless set without 
Swatow Harbour send a message by W.T. to Hongkong. 


The above 5 items are violation of China's sovereign 
rights. They have been committed continually so Govt. patience is 
exhausted a severe punishment must be made out. 


Swatow, 6th Ccotober, 1950, 


Public Security Bureau, 
owatow People’s Government, 
SWATOW. 


Dear Sirs, 


The cases concerning the ae Guards and the 
"Poy ‘s"” jife boat involving breach of s“hipping Regulations 
of the People's Government of China controlling Foreign Shipping 
heve now been closed by imposition of penalty by you, but the 
men implicated and the articles both of which have been detained 
end the arms and Wireless set of the “Anhui” which have been 
in your custody sinoe the vessel was mined are still not yet 
returned to us. 


We are, therefore, writing you these lines requesting 
you to return these, detaiis of which are given below, to us #0 
that we may return them to dongkong by the "Szechuen" saliing 
Sth Cctober, 1950;:~- oe 


1. 7 Guards ex 3.8. "Han & 

2. Uniforms of the 7 Guards ex 8.8. “Hanyang”. 

Se Arms and amnmunitions ex 5.8. eon , > 

4. Guarantee lodged by Chin Shun Hong in.respeot 
of the Guards ex 8.8. "Hanyang". 

5. One “Poyang" iife boat. 

6. Wireless set ex a.s8. “Anhui. 

7. Arms ex 3.s. "Anhui". 


We should be grateful if you would be kind enough 
to return the above to us as requested. 


Yars faithfully, 
(Chopped) BUFTERFIELD & SYIRE, 


SPEYER 
MANAGER « 
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Addressed te Peking teJégram No. 108 of 24th October 
Repeated for infermation Zo Foreign Office 


iy despatch Ne. 22, 


Swatew authorities seem te have made definite mistake 
about Hanyang guards. Firm's nermal practice is te carry 
guards on passenger vessels ineluding these running te ether 
ports, These men were net members of Heng Keng Pelice as 
autherities allege but earried certificates issued by the 
Police after seeurity cheek. Butterfield and Swire have 
peinted this eut but witheut apparent effect, 


DISTRIBUTED TO 
Far Eastern Department 
Seuth Bast Asia Department 


QQ 


» 
oi . eae ab F os R 
, _ oe et eS «ae y ee ta ge 
- ts “ : BY PST, & SQ RARE Se geren pee eee a A: 
- ; P Oe ee ee a ee ae * eaib pe eS ae Pa HL ia Rs ea he aad ‘ 
<i ove Ses "Baisiae nan Die huline ne“ ici a ibe. of heehee kai: Me RE Rate AC Uaret i. Maumee a Eg eee 2a Mee Mt RRR! SG ae Sth or gt a me Nee emia ST) 2g 
— Yet. ” ash! OE aie ere wh one a « Raion Fae REET Oy ee 2S 0 ip Bed oN Yi Bune cah Sle. <I Re aaa Reali 6 yn 
s $ sth * —" Mia ae UR: ae | YA + oh ee nae Be chy tise, ge Pye sgh) A ge ee “an CN al Metts SR a aS BY ee ee * eet, By Rieuirgog = 4 c7 Lamar oe Po Peete % Bio pee em > eae Repti a ay 
* ‘ 5 > Sa toe Be Foal wy bo) ‘e “4: ! u . foe ere 6 ie Bs 2 Oe, ee se OSE ames Ch eg we AY eM » paisa. Pe. FERS ete mae Bag Slee i OF, eee Pas "A, fs y Ke CONN 4 
, ' Sei Saal ARR RS Ra | EM NS EAR NS PART OM Rr wee aA) ari 8 Sea a ee Cr uP oni — 
Ses acy < ss hn Fa) Se ti Aa : eae. ee eee es ’ 
© 


K 


FAR FASTZORN DEPARTMENT. 


No. til 


SS ee ee 


Received in 


se 6 > {(- $0. 


REFERENCES 


4la, Melsted Road, 
a Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts, 
The Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, 


Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1, lst November, 1950, 


ee 


Sir, mone 
re: CHINA ses 


I am a British citizen by birth (British Passport 
No, 238903) and an engineer by profession, with 
specialist knowledge of sound recording equipment, A 
have been asked to consider supervising the installation 
of British equipment, on behalf of the manufacturers, 
into film studios at Peking, China, The work will 
commence early next year and it is estimated will take 
between three and six months to complete, 


In view of recent political changes, following upon 
the Chinese civil war, the activity in Tibet and my lack 
of knowledge of British representation at present in 
China, I should be grateful, as you are the authority in 
these matters, if you could please advise whether or not 
it would be wise for me to visit and stay in China for 
that period, 


Sieh st 


I have neither been, nor am, attached to any political 
party, 


I remain, Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 


Registry 
CH No. FO: 1611/51 
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Confidential. 
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H.A. Lade, Esq., 
uia Melsted Rd., 
Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts, 


MARGIN. 


a ————, 


RECEIVED IN 
DIVISION. 


13 NOV 1950 | 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS 


(26000) Wt 48060-2308 200m. 4/50, G.S.St. 


not be advisable forcyou to take any dependents 


REIGN JOFFICE, 9.W.1. 


NK; November, 1950. 


Sir 
I am directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 1st November, in which you enquire 
as to the advisability of visiting China 
for some months next year for the purpose 
of supervising the installation of British 
equipment in some film studios. | 
It is difficult to assess the course of 
future developments in China and the Far East 
generally. But any United Kingdom nationals 
representing essential interests in China are for 


the present carrying on their business in 


Shanghai and Tientsin.. There are British : 
Consular Officers at both of these piaces, although | 
they are not yet recognised in their official 
capacity. His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires 
and his staff are at present in Peking, but 
full diplomatic relations have not yet’ been 
established, 


Should you proceed to China, it would 


- al ro 


or family with you. 


Pes ae 


i(}so 


« 

7 BY 
ae 
‘* 


GUTFILE 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.4. 
1khth November, 1950. . 


Confidential 


Sir, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the ist November, in which 
you enquire as to the advisability of visiting China for 
some months next year for the purpose of supervising the 
installation of British sis cor eau in some film studios. 


2. It is difficult to assess the course of future 
developments in China and the Far East generally. But 
many United Kingdom nationals representing essential 
interests in China are for the present carrying on their 
business in Shanghai and Tientsin. There are British 
Consular Officers at both of these places, although they 
are not yet recognised in their official capacity. 

His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires and his staff are at 
present in Peking, but full diplomatic relations have 
not yet been established. 


- Fe Should you proceed to China, it would not be 
advisable for you to take any dependents or family 
with you. 


T am, 
gir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


H. A. Lede, Esa., 
hie Melsted Road, 
Hemel Hempstead 
Hertfordshire. 


41a, Melsted Road, 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, 


Herts, 


FC 611/51 17th November 1950, 


'The Under-Secretary of State', 


Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, 
London, S.W.l. 


BiY. 
China, 
I wish to acknowledge receipt and thank 


you for your letter dated 14th November, concerning 
the advisability of visiting China, } 


I remain, 
Yours faith 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


CHINA 


No. 1X34. 
Dated a . 2. 
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MINUTES 


Ke 

it seems from,Peking telegram within that we have 
no means of redress if other British subjects are 
treated in the same way as Mr. Speyer, because the 
relevant sections of Chinese law have been abrogated 
and no new sections have yet been promulgated. This 
is a highly unsatisfactory state of affairs, but I do 
not see that any action on our part can remedy it. 


In a previous minute, at -/l4u, I suggested that 
no further protest should be made to the Chinese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in respect of Mr. Speyer, 
Since it might react unfavourably on him and other 
azrents for Butterfield and Swire. But since 
Mr. Hutchison suggests in his present telegram that 
it is desirable to state the attitude of His Majesty's 
Government in affairs of this nature, as a matter of 
principle, I think we should agree. It is probably 
best to leave the form and timing of the revoresentation 
to Mr. Hutchison. 


Draft telegram to Peking submitted. 
| 


We 


(N.0.C. Trench) 
{th November, 1950. 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Hutchison 


No. 1736  D.12.07 p.m. 5th November, 1950 
2nd November, 1950 R. 2.25 p.m. 5th November, 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL 


s] 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1736 of 
end November : 


Repeated for information to: Canton. 


Your telegram No. 1651°~ ‘a 


It seems clear that Speyer was not (repeat not) brought 
before a court, tried or sentenced but was released from 
detention by the police, after confessions of mistakes on 
payment of fine. i know of no (repeat no) grounds for 
thinking. that this procedure was not (repeat not) in 
accordanc@ with Chinese Law. Old codes have been abrogated 
and no new code of criminal procedure has yet been 
promulgated; there is no (repeat no) obligation on the 
police to release detained persons on bail. I have no 
idea how the amount of the fine (which is equivalent to 
just under £4,000) was calculated. 


2. Ido not know whether this case will be regarded 
by the Chinese authorities as a precedent but it is certainly 
possible that similar cases may recur. In order to avoid 
any possible assumption by the Chinese Government that we 
acquiesce in the application of: any such doctrine, I therefore 
propose to write to the Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
place on record that His Majesty's Government cannot accept 
the principle that an agent is held responsible for any 
misdemeanour of his principles or their associates. Do 
you approve? | 


DISTRIBUTED TO:- 


Far Eastern Department 
‘South East Asia Department 
Consular Department 
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CANTON lV. g# November: Detention of Mr. Speyer 7. 
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T With the Compliments of 


John Swire and Sons Lid. 


' 
8, BILLITER SQUARE, 
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LONDON, E.C.3. 
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Messrs, John Swire & Sons, Ltd., 


LONDON 
40th Oetober, 1950. 


STAFF 


petention of Swatow Agent. You have had the whole story 
. ee . we think, but only piecemeal, 
We now attach copy of =beyer’s full report on the whole 


incident. We must say t we consider his attitude towards 
his jailers is extremely charitable. A detention of five 
weeks without bail is not to be explained merely by 


administrative blundering, (agned) BUTTERFIF! 2 2 C™IRE 


Enclosure: 
Copy to : Shanzhai 
EGP:AG 
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REPORT BY M.N. SPEYER, AGENT OF MESSRS. BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 
ON HIS ARREST AND DET:NTION BY THE SwWATow PUS SUUURLTY BUREAU 
ret Y ~ t 


Seemed 


oe I was arrested at Claymore, the agent's residence in 
atchioh, at 3 pem. on Saturday 2nd September by a party consisting 
of the liead of the Foreign Affairs Dept. of the Public Security 
Bureau, who is a woman comrade, the second-in-ecommand of the Water 
Police and two armed guards. This party was accompanied by 
Messrs. Butterfield & Swire's chief shipping clerk, who infdérmed 
me that the party had a warrant for my arrest. I was not told on 
what charge. I asked that the party might wait for the Manager 
of the Hong song & ~hanghai Banking Corporation, Swatow, whom 

I was expecting, this request was refused but I was permitted to 
write him a note informing him that I had been arrested. I was 
then taken to the Headquarters of the Public Security Bureau under 
guard but not handcuffed. 


On arrival at the Public Security Bureau the charges 
were read to me. I was cross-examined on these charges until 
aout 6.50 pem. when I was informed that I would be detained over- 
night so that I might think over the case and produce a statement 
next day. I had already stated that I could not accept the 
charges as originally presented; I took particular exception 
to the word ‘clandestine! used in the first and second charges, 
as I maintained that whatever mistakes may have been committed 
by my Company we had acted throughout in a perfectly open manner. 


This preliminary cross-examination was conducted in 
Chinese, my shipping clerk acting as interpreter, although the 
Head of the Foreign Affairs Dept. speaks good English. The 
second-in-commund of the Water Police was present at this pel- 
iminary examination but not at any of the later examinations. 
After this examination I was told that I might send for my bedding 
and for food. I was then taken to a room in the Public Security 
building in which I remained for the next five weeks. The room 
was reasonably large, the window barred and the door locked, with 
a sentry posted outside. I was not permitted to turn the electric 
light out at night but as the lighting was poor, this was not a 
serious inconvenience. My bed consisted of two wooden forms with 
a Chinese staw mattess across them. 


BACKGROUND TO GHARGES. In order to appreciate what follows it is 
necessary to outline the background to the charges. 


(a) Po Lifeboat. On 25rd June the Master, 2nd 
Officer and members of the crew of Anhui, already wrecked by 
mining, were forced to leave the ship by bombing and straffing 
by Nationalist planes. They left in a lifeboat lying alongside 
for the purpose, this boat originally belonged to Po which 
came to 's assistance when the latter was mined, the fact 
that Poyang had left this boat for the benefit of the skeleton 
crew standing by Anhui was not reported to the ships! Swatow 
Agents at the time Poyang left, and so I only learnt of the 
boat's presence after it was later wrecked. At the time Anhui 
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| was attacked on 23rd June there was a guard on board provided 

by the local military; this guard evacuated in sampans which were 
standing by at the company’s expense for the purpose. The 
military were therefore well. aware that the Master and his party 
had left and that he landed on the beach opposite the wreck, this 
point was never disputed. When the Master of Anhui landed the 
lifeboat was damaged and abandoned on the beach, the party making 
their way along the coast until they picked up a sampan which 
brought them to Swatow, On arrival their presence was immediately 
reported to the Water Police and the Foreign Affairs Vept. From 
the original time of the mining of Anhui daily situation reports 
were prepared in Chinese by the Chinese Sub-Manager of Butterfield 
& Swire for the various government departments concerned, including 
the Foreign Affairs Dept., the Water Police and the Navization 
Bureaue In the report of 24th June the arrival of the Master o@& 
Anhui and his party was mentioned, but full details of the use of 
the lifeboat were not included. At a later date the Navigation 
Bureau asked whether it was proposed to salvage the lifeboat, as 
if the company proposed to abandon it the Navigation Bureau might 
take it over. On the Master of Anhui informing me that the boat 
was useless, I instructed the Sub-Manager of Butterfield & Swire 
to tell the Navigation Bureau that we had no further interest in 
the lifeboat, this he did verbally. At this time the Navigation 
Bureau were apparently aware that it was the Po 's boat that had 
been used. Qn 31st July the Water Police ashee Per a report on 
the landing from the lifeobat, this was prepared for them by the 
Master of Ankui, unfortunately he used the phrase 'one of the 
ship's boats! in this report and did not mention the ou ang |S 
lifeboat specifically. The Water Police then demanded that the 
lifeboat be brought to Swatow as evidence; I visited the Foreign 
Affairs Vept. and ag armel fully the circumstances of the landing 
and how the Poyarn?s boat came to be used and also that the boat 
Was unseaworthy and as it was lying openly on the beach it was 
unnecessary to bring it to Swatow as evidence of its existence, 

As these representations produced no effect and the Water Police 
continued to demand that the boat be brought to Swatow | presented 
awritten petition again setting out the full facts including the 
fact that it was bie royens's boat that had been used. Wo answer 
was received to this petition, but again the Water Police demanded 
that the boat be made seaworthy and brought to Swatow, this was 
done en 19th August. Thereafter nothing further was heard of the 
case until my arrest. It is believed that the presence of a 
British warship outside territorial waters which fired on the 
Nationalist planes when Anhui was attacked and the fact that the 
Poyan’s and not oom 's oat was used led the Water Police to 
suspect undisclosed activities and therefore to build up the case. 


(b) THanyang” Quardae On 25th July, Ha arrived 
in Swatow carrying 7 antiepiracy guards, who had been carried without 
incident on the three previous trips. Two days earlier Sot eutse 
of the Royal Interocean Lines arrived also carrying a party c¢ 
guards, but unlike Han 's guards those on Yan Heutes had been 
temporarily engaged for an at particular trip to Swatow. Both 
parties of guards were arrested on the charge that they were Hong. 
Kong Water Police illegally entering China. On each occasion that 
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Hanyang previously called at Swatow, and again on this occasion, 
the presence of the guards had been reported to the Water Police 
on the usual crew list form. Both the R.I.L's agent and myself 
were informed that Van Heutsz and Hanyang would be held until 
the following terms were met. 


1. A letter of apology admitting that the guards 


had been brought in without permission. 


2e A guarantee produced that we the agents would appear 
and the ships be brought back to / for settlement of the case if 
required. Swatow 


3. All uniforms and arms to be handed over. 


Van Heutsz's agent, a Chinese, immediately accepted 
these terms and his ship was released. I however did not think 
that I could commit the ship to return to Swatow without the 
authority of my Hongkong principals. This authority was obtained 
on 28th July, but the Water Police then objected that in my 
letter of apology I had not stated that the men were Hongkong 
Water Police. I pointed out that they were not Hongkong Water 
Police; after considerable discussion late into the night of 28th 
July they agreed to accept the compromise wording ‘appointed by 
the Hongkong Water Police and holding certificates-from the Hongkong 
Water Police! as our guards are recommended by the Hongkong Water 
Police when first employed. It was only after this compromise that 
Hanyang was released. In the light of subsequent events it‘is 
aaaatite that it would have been better to insist on a final of the 
case before the ship left and not to have complied with the terms 
set out above; but demurrage would have been very heavy as the ship 
had been loaded and the passengers embarked since 26th July. There 
was also the question of the morale of the ship's personnel to 
consider. Again I heard nothing further of the case until my 
arrest. The guards were held incommunicando, but we were able to 
send them extra rations. 


(c) "Margaret Moller". The master of this tug had a severe 


altercation with Cap. Polland o i/e salvage party working on Anhui 
and took his vessel off to Hongkong on 40th July withoutfirst | 
obtaining permission from the Swatow Authorities. I received Capt. 
Polland's report on the incident by sampan on the following afternoon. 
I immediately got in touch with the Commander of the Water Police 
and told him what had happened. As [I had already been required to 
produce a guarantee arising out of a smuggling incident on the other 
salvage tug s.t."Allegence , I also informed the Commander of the 
Water Police that I could fot appept responsibility for what went 

on some distance outside Swatow Harbour and ad yeh bae to him that if 
he wished to control mtters properly he should place a party of his 


own men on board the wreck, the military guards having been withdrawn. | 


This he agreed to do but later cancelled the order, I believe because 
he would have been treading on the military's preserve. On the same 
night I reported tothe Navigation Bureau that the weit Ot we iler 

had left they informed me that this was a breach the shipping reg- 
ulations and should not occur again, as far as they the gap oy 
UPCAU/ o « 
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were concerned the case was dropped. However when prior to 
Anhuits departure I applied for | gy a pesaage se to visit the ship 
s was refused by the Foreign Affairs Bureau on the grounds 


that the Margaret Moller case had not been settled. Anhui 
left on lst Ssctenter and I was arrested on the following day. 


Further crosseexaminations 3rd, 4th and 5th sept. 
In the light of the above I had to decide what attitude 1 would 
take on the charges brought against my company. I decided that 
provided I could get a statement accepted that conformed to the 
facts that actually occurred 1 would give such a statementin 
the belief that only by doing so could i hope that the case would 
be settled quickly and that unless I gave a statement acceptable 
to the Authorities I would not be allowed to communicate with 
the outside world nor might be possible for Messrs. Butterfield 
& Swire's Swatow agency to continue to operate. the atmosphere 
of tension created by my trying to fight the case would probably 
have made it impossible for the Chinese Sub-Manager to assume 
the responsibility of carrying on. 


A further crosseexamrination was held on 3rd September 
in the Foreign Affairs Vept. conducted by theChief of the Bureau 
and her principal assistant, Messrs. Butterfield « Swire's Sub- 
Manager acting as interpreter. After the main points of what 
had occurred in all three cases had been brought out the exam- 
ination terminated and 1 was told I would be given writing 
material in my room to make out a statement, the main lines of 
which were dictated by the head of the F,A.D. and taken down by 
our Sub~Manacer. I was then returned to my room, late that 
afternoon I was given the writing material. 


On the morning of 4th September I was cross-examined 
on the statement that I had prepared. This was a more formal 
procedure, question and answer beings taien down and at the cone 
clusion I was required to sign the summary of evidence. Durir 
this cross-examination 1 was told that if I liked to confess 
a political motive behind the actions of my company, my own 
part in the matter would be treated leniently. Naturally 1 
replied that there was no such motive. In the afternoon a 
further examination was held in a more friendly atmosphere; 
in the meantime our Sub-Manager had had my statement and a 
letter of explanation that the authorities agreed to accept, 
translated. At this examination I was required to sign a 
summary of the evidence taken on the previous day, and afterwards 
was permitted to write a letter to my Hong Song office telling 
them what had occurred. 1 was also told that the fine for the 
offences of which Messrs. Sutterfield & Swire were accused would 
be JMP 300,000,000. 


XE 


On 5th September 1 was again taken to the F.A.D. 
as the Chief of the Security Bureau was not entirely satisfied 
with my statement; changes were made which met his objections, 
these involved two incidents which had been closed some months 
ago and were no doubt brought in to impress higher authority with 
ef the greater cumulative guilt. This closed the examination 
of the case as far as the Swatow authorities were concerned and 
on 6th September they forwarded all papers to Vanton. There is 
no doubt that from this time on they were very anxious to close 
the matter quickly and sent at least one telegram to Vanton 
requesting an early settlement. Finally an official of the F.A.D. 
Swatow was despatched to Vanton to hurry matters on 26th Sept ember. 
His arrival coincided with the second attempt of our Vvanton 
agent to obtain my release on bail and resulted in the whole case 
being transferred back to -watow for settlement; once this was 
ordered the matter was closed rapidly on payment of the fine 
originally demanded. 


Undoubtedly my arrest was ordered by the Provincial 
Authorities in Canton on a report from the Hater Police Swatow, 
who I feel gave Canton a more serious picture of the alleced 
offences than examination proved to be rthe case. 


TREATMENT WHILE UNDER DETENTION. “y the lights of the Chinese 
authorities 1 was undoubtedly treated well; throughout they 

stated that they had no complaint against me personnally, but 3 
that | was being detained as Manager of Butterfield & Swire, Swatow, © 


I was kept in close confinement being allowed out 
twice daily to wash and visit the lavatory, always accompanied 
by an armed cuard. the guards attitude was polite and generally 
friendly. 1 was permitted to see members of Butterfield & 
Swire's staff in the *.A.D. but only on business matters. After 
I had given the statements required of me I was allowed reading 
matter and could write private letters which were censored as 
wah all mail that I received. My food was sent in to me three 
times a day from my own cook. I was allowed to attend to matters — 
of the firm's business and continued to sign cheques, draft letters/ © 
telegrams as required. On oneoccasion 4 was informed that /& send | 
I was seeing my Sub-Manager too frequently and some cheques were 
sent to my room for signature. 1 immediately refused to sign 
them unless I could intefview my “ub-Manager; I was allowed to 
see him and as far as I know he had no further difficulty in 
getting access to me. | 


Apart from the lack of egercise and fresh air and the 
solitary confinement I ddéd not suffer any particular hardship. 
My general feeling is that the authorities having once arrested 
me did not know what they should do with me. This is jn part 
confirmed by the fact that since my release amember of the Fa). 
staff has been canvassing public opinion both foreign and Chinese 
‘on the reaction to my treatment. 


RESSIONS. At the time of my arrest the case 
nm an atmosphere of great suspicion. That I believe 
has been largely removed and provided we are not involved in 
some incident which can again be turned as to appear that we 
have no respect for the New China, I do not think that the motives 


of the Company will again be called into question in the same 
Manner. 


The local conditions that sive rise to such an 
atmosphere 1 attribute to ;:- 


(a) The mental outlook of the Swatowese, particularly 
now that men of little or no education find themselves in 
official positions. This is particularly so with the Water 
Police, which as a branch of the security forces is a most 
powerful organisation. 


(b) The tension that exists, or did exist, betwem 
the Kwantung Provincial Government and the Hong Kong Government. 


(c) The fact that the military administration in 
Swatow is a very junior headquarters staffed by inexperienced 
officials who are afraid of making any mistake. 


As the only foreign shipping agents operating we 
feel the above more than other companies represented by 
Chinese but it should be remembered that the azent (a Chinese) 
for «bonol was arrested and detained for some days after his 
ship Was tnined, 
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has prevented me from writing sooner to tell 
Draft. Letter : you, for your confidential information,in 
connection with the detention of Mr. Speyer, 
that His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires in Peking 
has been instructed to inform the Ministry of 
JdeKe Swire, Esq.) Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's Government 
6, Biliiter Sqa., 
BsGsde cannot accept the principle that an agent is 


Reta responsible for any alleged misdemeanour 


from: : of his principals or their associates, Av Laie? 
oil averd “J frddvete edfa. h'en 1] aa CAgnase bornemee 
set a ared te & “oy Suck de chtiac. 


We had hoped that it would have been 
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Mr. Shattock. possible to make . stronger representations, 


on the grounds that Mr. Speyer's detention for 
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more than a month without trial, and his Summary 


sentence to a large fine were contrary to 


‘Chinese law. Unfortunately, this is not possible. 
It seems that the old codes of law have been 
abrogated, and no new code of Criminal !* 

Procedure has yet been promulgated. It seems 


also that there is no obligation on the 


police to release detained persons on bail. 
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I have been very interested to see°copies 


of correspondence from your firm, including 


the report by Mr. Speyer himself. Min Thor 
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I am sorry that great pressure of work has 
prevented me from writing sooner to tell you, for 
your confidential information in connection with 
the detention of Mr. Speyer, that His Majesty's 
Chargé d‘Affaires in Peking has been instructed 
to inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that 
His Majesty's Government cannot accent the 
principle that an agent is responsible for any 
alleged misdemeanour of his principals or their 
associates. This action will avoid any possible 
assumption by the Chinese Government that we. 
sequiesce in any such doctrine. 


We had hoped that it would have been possible 
to make stronger representations, on the grounds 
that Mr. Speyer’s detention for more than 2 month 
without trial, and his summary sentence to a large 
fine were contrary to Chinese law. Unfortunately, 
this is not possible. It seems that the old codes 
of law have been abrogated, and no new code of 
Criminal Procedure has yet been promuigsted. It 
seens also that there is no obligation on the 


/police 


JK. Swire, Esq., 
8, Billitier: Square, 
E. C.5- 


© police to release detained persons on bail. This is 
' sn exceedingly unsatisfactory state of affairs, which 


> we can only hope will be temporary. 
I have been very interested tome copies of 


' correspondence froa your firm, including the report 
P by Mr. Speyer hiuself. Many thanks lor sending them. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


I am sorry that great pressure of work has 
prevented me from writing sooner to tell you, for 
your confidential information in connection with 
the detention of Mr. Speyer, that His Majesty's 
Chargé d'affaires in Peking has been inetructed 
to inform the Ministry of ‘oreign ‘4ffairse that 
His Majesty's Government cannot accent the 
principle that an agent is respénsible for sny 
alleged misdemesnour of his principals or their 
associates, This action will avoid any possible 
assumrtion by the Chinese Government that we 
scquiesce in any such doctrine. 


We had hoped that it would have been possible 
to make stronger representations, on the grounds 
that “r. Speyer's detention for more thar a month 
without trial, erd his summary sentence to a large 
fine were contrery to Chinese law. Unfortunately, 
this is not possible. It seems that the old codes 
of law have been abrogated, and no new code of 
Criminal Procedure has yet been promulgated. Tt 
seevs also that there ie no obligation on the 


/police 


|3.K. Swire, Esqe, 
8, Billiter Square, 
E.G. 5. | 


| police to release detained persons on Dail. This is 
| an exceedingly unsatisfactory state of sffeirs, which 
| we can only hope will be temporary. 


3 I have been very interested tose copies of 
| correspondence from your firm, including the report 
| by Wr. Speyer hinself. Many thanks for sending them. 


' (3.S.H. Shattock) 
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Hig Majesty's Charge d'affaires 
XPiexionmeonmxSecretoogxat Peking presents his Compliments 


to Par Eastern Department, Foreign Office 
and has the honour to transmit herewith 


undermentioned paper 


Peking, 


25rd October, 
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Reference to previous correspondence: \ 


Sir wm. gtrang’s letter to His Majesty’s Minister of 
9th geptember 1950. 


Description of Inclosure 


Name and Date. Subject, 


copy of Hankow letter of Amalgamation of the Union 
6th October 1950 to Chancery 


Hospital and.the wuhan 
No. 168 (3454/74/50). University Medical gchool, 


British Consulate-General, 


HANOW . 


No.168 A/50). : 6th October, 1950. 
copies). 


Dear Chancery, 


| We think you may be interested in the following 
facts concerning Dr. Douglas Delziel of the Union Hospital, 
Henkow. Dr. Dalziel is a British subject, Canadian citizen 
and also a citzen of the United Kingdom end Colonies and is 
accompanied by his wife and two small sons. We think 
that for the sake of clarity it is better to give you the 
fects in chronological order. 
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Dr. Dalziel and a Dr. Robert McClure came to 

China as workers of the United Church of Canada Mission in 
1947 with the intention of setting up six hospitals in 
Honen province. They had sent or brought with them a 
considerable amount of equipment including surgical 

_ instruments, radium, generators, water pumps and mechine-shop 
equipment to the value of approximately U.S.$9,000.- It 
wes soon apperent, of course, that they would not be able 
to establish new hospitals in Honan province and both 
therefore commenced work on the staff of the Union Hospital 
at Hankow, — Much of the equipment which they had brought 
with them was not to be had in Hankow end it was therefore 
agreed that it should be used in the Union Hospital on the 
understanding that it was the property of the doctors 
concerned. Dr. McClure left Hankow for Canada in 
December 1948. 


As reported in our letter No.39(2346/28A/50) 
of 9th June, 1950, the Union Hospital and the Wuhan 
University Medical School amalgamated under the agreement 4 
concluded on 24th May, 1950, whereby control and administration ~ 
of the hospital were, in effect, placed with the Chinese 4 
health authorities. Shortly after this amalgamation Dr. 
Dalziel was presented with the opportunity of selling four 
of the 3 inch water pumps in the equipment referred to above. 
These pumps are valued at between U.S.$200 to $300 each. 
Dr. Dalziel was prevented from selling these pumps by an 
officer of the Public Health Department stetioned in the 
hospital, who told him that no equipment could be moved out 
of the hospital compound without his permission and at the 
same time accused Dr. Dalziel of trying to steal hospital 
property. Dr. Dalziel imtiediately referred the matter 
to the Assistant Superintendent of the hospital and shortly 
afterwards was requested to provide a list of all the — 
equipment in question, this list being given to the P Public 
Health Bureau who handed it on to the Foreign Affairs Bureau. 
An officer of the Foreign Affairs Bureau then regs ar 
letter showing the source of origin of the equipmen a 
use to which it had been put and proposals for its fut ure use. | ‘ 
Dr. Dalziel suggested that the Union Hospital might cere to a 
buy the equipment and send the proces ds to the United Church |= 
of Canada Mission in west Chine, (It will be remembered | | 


Chancery, 
Brit ish Bapetsy . 


that the hospital, after:the amaigemation, continued, to 
be Anown as the Union Hospital although it is sometines 
* peferred to.as) the. "Lien Ho I Yuen" meaning the 2009 3} 
3 a Hoppitet — trom OO OPAEAEION’ ).», °, 


: moe In the: met ntime Dr. ‘Dedzie.. hed. ‘applied. on... 
: Sth a uly. mond an exit: permit for himself.end his fore ME 
“@nd by 23rd August ‘he had ¢ omple ted, advertising in 
Loe al apg Maryanne his intention to leave Wuhan... : 
ys On 25th August, ‘1940, the: Fore ign Affairs. |... 
> rareiw: tecésiiind Drs Dalziel, efter @ series of discussions, 
ite obtein a certificate fron. the hospital to the effect 
thet the equipment. did not, belong to the hospital and. ... 
agked Dr, Dalziel. ‘the next égy.to furnish the invoices for 
tthe: equipment.:: .- Dr. Dalziel wes. able to produce an 
tdmport. permit for the: radium (valued at U.8.$2,400.-), 
- import licences ifort some ofthe: equi pment, and an invoice 
‘for one lot of the surgical equipment, but the. reminder . 
‘of the invoices had: been:destroyed over 4 peried of tine 
‘singe it was not thought. that wey would .be: required agein. 


7 Shortly after. this ‘the: Foreign Atteire Section 
ef She : Public» Security, Bureau inf ormed-Dr.,Daiziel when 
he wentito make: enquiries, thet he could.not,be. nab ee. nat 

exit permit«until his: "business with: the hos pital: equi 

and théiLaw Gourts.wes. complheted"s » ..(1t may be wel 

state here that between October, 1949, ‘and lay, 1950, 

Dr. Dalziel had: been inyolved ia :four,or-five. Lew. Court, 
-aetions. concefning, persons ,: some of -whom hed.died, who 

had been patients: in theoUnion Hospited. .,.br..Dalziel. 

was:onity personally: res pongible: in; one. of bbe . gases. in, . 
question buts had toxaceept responsibility, as. bead of ‘his 
. \@epartment, for the other. cases... «,dn eli of these cases. 
DEL) Dalziel hed been exonerated from blame). 


'- On the: edviee: of doctors, of; the, National, .. 
» Ghristdian: Council» of: China: Dr « Delziel« finally. agreed. to. 
°° loan all the: equipment din: question, to the hospital: for..a.. 
period offive years and: alsdv.agreed to, try.to make. : 
arrangements to sell them a further piece of equipment 


HP ego was, Vand: presage oes dn. a oe, “dus add Same 


rebede tae incnee pita unit whieb: they..are. ates 
up. The x-ray ionometer wam released for expar to. 
China by the United. States Government some. nine, ene muh ee 
Cras the un er stand ing tava: dt wes going to 4, foreign, Mission 
.caosphte Ltbut: ite stow: ppears thet, new: export,.reguiations 
nageamare it this <honemetier peinn-el heme 4 %oQ, dea 
Cor: China sinee: the: dukes trumart, can: he, used..for: 
than x-ray therapy!). 
Y Ours 


+ ¢ves cee fF 
Ha NK. OF? G tM ie ee 


Three weeks passed with still no exit permit 
being granted and on the 26th September Dr. Dalziel 
received a summons to appear in Court on the 28th September, 
this summons giving no indication of the case to be 
discussed. When Dr. Dalziel attended on the 28th 
September, he discovered that the case was one in which he 
had been involved as head of his department and which had 
been cleared in October ,1949, and br. Dalziel exonerated 
from all blame and, in fact, almost complimented, It 
concerned &@ woman who had died shortly after the delivery | 
of a baby; the baby lived. No new fects or evidence were 
presented and the same questions were asked as & year 
previously. The presiding officer on this present 
occasion said,in summing up, that as far aS he could sée fo 
blame could be ettachea to Dr. Delziel or to the hospital; 
if there were any fault it was a fault in medical standards 
On which he, as a layman, was not qualified to give an 
Opinion, Dr. Dalziel was requested to return to the 
hospital, review with his staff the whole case in the light 
of new knowledge, write a report on it and send the report 
to the local Public Heelth Office. The local Public 
Health Office would then call a meeting of a panel of 
obstetrical specielists who would then submit a report to 
the Law Court, when judgment would be pronounced, Dr. 
Daiziel states thet this is practically the same procedure 
aS was followed & year ago when ali the coctors in Hankow 
decided that no blame could be attached to anyone. 


Dr. Dalziel was aSsured that no other lew case 
against him is "on the books at the present time” and assumes, 
therefore, that once this case is agsin cleared he may expect 
to receive an exit permit for himself and femily. In the 
meantime he has done no wrk at the hospitel since the 5th 
August partly for the reason thst he expected to leave Hankow 
at any time. 


You will appreciate that Dr. Dalziel has suffered 
considerable inconvenience both as regards the strain which 
he hes hed to endure and also fromthe fact that he hes now 
had to unpack all his winter clothes end household goods, 


In conclusion we would state that Dr. Dalziel . 
informs us that at no time hes a iink between the equipment 
already in Henkow and the ionometer in Hong Kong, and the: 
Law Courts, been apparent. He further informs us that in 
the case of law-suits in which he has heen involved, it 
appeers that in no case has the plaintiff anything to lose. 


We apologise for the length of this letter but 
trust that you will appreciate that even in such a wordy 
nerrative @@ is perhaps wisest to leave many comments 
unspoken. You may wish to inform the Canadian 
Government representative in China of the foregoing. 


Yours ever, 
HANKOW CONSULATE-GENERAL. 
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| FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l- 
(FO 1611/53) 
8 lith January, 195ie 


Dear Chancery, 


Your Printed Letter despatch No. S/O 211 
(48/398/50) of the 23rd October, 1950. 


26 We preseume that the reference is an 
incorrect one and that your despatch under 
reference was sent to complete the story outlined 


in your despatch No. 70 (1/67/50) of the 3rd July, 
1950. 
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Henkow letter No. 168 of 6th Oetober to Chancery. 


His Majesty's Vice-Consul-in-Charge reports person 
concerned left Hankow on 25th November. ° 
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Ne, 141 D: 12,39 p.m, lst December,1950, 
ist December, 1950, R: 2.26 p.m. lst December, 1950, 


Addressed te Peking telegram Ne, 79 ef ist December 
Repeated te Fereign Office, 


During past twe days each British member of the 
Sieff ef Censulate General and wives has been called 
separately te the Department fer the Centrel ef Fereign 
Natienals (Giles 12442,1596,6548 ,6879,6089) ef Public 
Safety Bureau and subjected te detailed questiening 
lasting ene and half heurs each, We were required te 
give full details ef eur parentage, educatien, the 
nature ef werk in all-pests previeusly held, salary 
religieus and pelitical beliefs etc, 


2. A similar inquisitien is being cenducted upen 
all fereign nationals here, 
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Kunming telegram No. 141 [of 1st December: 
registration of foreign residents. |] 


You will have noted similarity to questions 
reported in Hankow despatch No. 24 to Nanking. We 
should be grateful for details in due course of any 
similar questioning of consular staff at other posts 
and your assessment of significance. 
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.  . Charge dad'Affaires 
His Majesty's Ammbasendax Peking, presents his compliments to 


His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits 


herewith one copy of the undermentioned paper. 
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Reference to previous despatch : 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Memo to Vice=Minister for Detention of Mr. Speyer, 


Foreign Affairs, Central People's Agent for Messrs Butterfield 


co 16th Septenber, and Swire at Swatow. 


1 HSING KUO LU, 
PEKING. 
16th September 1950. 


No. 89 (36/398/50) 


His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'affaires 
presents his compliments to His Excellency the Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and on instructions from 
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom has 
the honour to invite His Excellency'’s attention to 
the following mater. 


3 Mr. Speyer, the agent for Messrs Butterfield 
and Swire at Swatow, has been detained by the police 
since September 2nd. It is understood that he is de- 
tained in connexion with certain alleged offences com- 
mitted by vessels operated by Messrs Butterfield and 
Swire. According to the information in the possession 
of His Majesty's Government, it is clear that, irre- 
spective of whether these offences were in fact com- 
mitted or not, Mr. Speyer could not himself have been 
responsible for any of the incidents and there seems 
therefore to be no justification for his detention. 

Mr. Hutchison is confident that it is not the intention 
of the Chinese authorities to hold an agent responsible 
for the alleged misdemeanours of his principals or their 
associates. Mr. Hutchison therefore has the honour to 
request that urgent enquiries be made into this matter 
with a view to the speedy release of Mr. Speyer. 


His Excellency Mr. Chang Han-fu, 
Vice-Minister Bor Foreign Affairs, 
Central People's Government, 
PEKING. 


Charge a'Affaires 
His Majesty's ACRESRASR Peking, presents his compliments to 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits 


herewith one copy of the undermentioned paper. 


Peking. 
16th September 
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Reference to previous despatch : 


Peking tel No. 143€8., September 16th. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Memo to Mr. Chang Han-fu, Detention of Mr. Speyer, agent 
Vice-Minister For Foreign for Messrs Butterfield and Swire 
Affairs, Central People's at Swatow. 

Government, 16th September | 
1950. 


1 HSING KUO LU, 
PEKINGe 
16th September 1950. 


No. 89 (36/398/50) 


His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'affaires 
presents his compliments to His Excellency the Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and on instructions from 
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom has 
the honour to invite His Excellency'‘s attention to 
the following matéer. 


Mr. Speyer, the agent for Messrs Butterfield 
and Swire at Swatow, has been detained by the police 
since September 2nd. It is understood that he is de- 
tained in connexion with certain alleged offences com- 
mitted by vessels operated by Messrs Butterfield and 
Swire. According to the information in the possession 
of His Majesty's Government, it is clear that, irre- 
spective of whether these offences were in fact com 
mitted or not, Mr. Speyer could not himself have been 
responsible for any of the incidents and there seems 
therefore to be no justification for his detention. 

Mr. Hutchison is confident that it is not the intention 
of the Chinese authorities to hold an agent responsible 
for the alleged misdemeanours of his principals or their 
associates. Mr. Hutchison therefore has the honour to 
request that urgent enquiries be made into this matter 
with a view to the speedy release of Mr. Speyer. 


His Excellency Mr. Chang Han-fu, 
Vice-Minister Bor Foreign Affairs, 
Central People's Government, 
PEKING. 
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Mr. Coghill 
No, 152 
7th September, 1950 


Addressed to Peking telegram No, 69 of Sptatbert ; 


{th 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office. 


Butterfield and Swire agent at Swatow has 
been under police detention since September 2nd 
charged with breaches of local shipping regula- 
tions, Case has been referred to Foreigners : 
Affairs Bureau here who are making investigations. — 
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No. 1 (2/18/50) 


a 


H.M. Consul-General at 
CANO Peking, presents his compliments to 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits 


herewith one copy of the undermentr pe 
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Reference to previous despatch : 


vet be reg Does. to = of 25rd Noyember, 1949, 
copie oOo Foreign ce No. So c | | 
~E IGA I/WA/10. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Peking despatch No. 1 to Trial of Miss B.M.F. Rudd: 
Nanking of Srd January, 1950. | Settlement of Case. 


F HISS BeM.F. RUDD BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
PEKING 


No. 1 (2/18C/650) ord January, 1950. 


Copied to: 
Foreign Office No. l. 
Tientsin No. l. 


sir, 


With reference to my despatch No. 231 (96/180/49) 
of the véra November, j] have the honour to renort that 
Wise Rudd was sununoned to court again on the 3lst December, 
ia connexion with the accusation made against her of 
behaving insultingly to students of the Ch'ung Te Middle 
gchool. She was told, in a private sitting of the court, 
that a very serious view was taken of her offence, and 
that the i@ast she could ao was to apologise. Hiss Rudd 
Said that she had already done thia, orally, but agreed 
tO aaxe a written apology, and preceeded to do go. ghe 
Was next asked to sign a long statement in Chinese, 
admitting the heinousness of her behaviour and & ologising 
in abject terms for it. tiss Rudd consulted Mr. Moir, of 
this office, whe was there at my reauest. He said, as ] 
think, wiaely, that it was entirely a matter for her to 
decide, out he personally thougnt she would do well to 
gien; and she then did so. 


®. It appears that this concludes the case. The 
statement Which Miss Rudd signed may »# published in the 
papers now, or later; but it seem that the authorities 
do not wish to maxe too much of the cease, and I think 
that miss Rudd will probably near no more of it. I do 
not know her plans, but if she decides to go home (as she 
may well do, sinee she is not able to continue her 
teaching work), I presume she wiil be able to obtain an 
exit permit, which she would certainly not have done as 
iong as the case aguinst her was unsettled. It has in 
some ways been a disquieting case, but apvears to have 
¢aded as well as could ‘ave been honed. 


oS. IF ai cOpying this despatch to His Majesty's 
Friacipal Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs and to 
Higa Majeaty's Consul-General at Tientsin. 
T have the honour to be, 


gir, J 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, |: 


(SIGNED) 


(W.G. GRAHAM) 


The Officer in Charge of 
His Majesty's Embassy, 
NANKING. 
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, Peking, presents his compliments to 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and transmits 


herewith one copy of the undermentioned paper. 


Peking. 


Reference to previous despatch : 


Peking despatch No. 1 to Nanking of 3rd January, 1950, — 


to Forei Office No. 1 | 
‘ ASMIAF e16 19/9_| 


Description of Enclosu 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Peking despatch No. 23 to Trial of Miss B.M.F. Rudd. 
Nanking of 20th January, 1950. 


TRIAL OF MISS B.M.F. RUDD. 
BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL 


PEKING 
No. 23 (7/18C/50) re 20th January, 1950. 


Copied OI. on badd utd bios 1 bee 
Foreign Office No, 12. 00 


Vy : b fom ‘ 
* Be” ate 


ee Cys 
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With. referance to my, despateh.No, 1 (2/18G/50) of 
the Srd January, I have the honour to réport that the case 
against Miss Rudd, who was accused of having insulted some 
students at the Ch*ung Te Middle School, was not, as I had 
believed, saudte. def tied when she agreed to sign a prepared 
form of apology on the 3lst Decewber. The Court's final 
decision was made on the 10th January, and read as follows: 


"The defendant, Miss Rudd, openly insulted Lu Tzu-I, 
Pai Lien-chi, Tang Lun, Li Shao-k'ang and Tan Yu. In addition 
to inserting a. notiee in the newspaper to apologise for her 
bad behaviour, Miss Rudd is to apologise orally to all the 
students of the Ch'ung Te Middle School." 


ee Miss Rudd accepted this verdict, and made an oral 
apology to the whole school that same afternoon. A student 
of the school accepted the court's decision on behalf of the 
student body, and thanked the court for its action. 


S- The text of Miss Rudd's apology, which appeared in 
the papers on the ilth January, reads as follows: 


“Miss Rudd, agei54, a British Subject, is a teacher 
of English in the Ch'ung Te Middle School. at 3 p.m. on 
November Sth, 1949, while leeturing in the class room of 
Form 2B, I severely insulted and scolded Lu Tzu-I. beeause he 
had spat on the floor. I said that the Chinese people were 
like dogs, and purposely spat in the faces of Li Shao-k‘ang 
and Pai Lien-chi and on the hands of Tan Yu and Tang Lun. 

Ana I further said that among the students there were 324 
persons suffering from tuberculosis. This was brought to the 
attention of the loeal People's Court by the students. After 
introspection and education, I have discovered my conceited 
attitude and ill-directed thoughts. I further have discovered 
that the source of my resaetionary thinking was the contempt 
for the Chinese people entertained by the Imperialists. This 
is not allowed to exist in New China and I am resolutely 
determined to correct it. The People's Court has dealt 
leniently with me. I am grateful for the leniency of the 
Ghinese people, and, in addition to putting a notice in the 
paper in repentance for my bad behaviour, I have orally 
apologised to the entire student body.” | 


4. Prior to this final settlement of the case, Miss Rudd 
had frequently said that she was determined not to leave China, 
and was strengthened in her purpose by the fact that numerous 
pupils from the school had asked her to give them private 
lessons, as long as she was unable to return to the school. 

The Anglican Bishop of North China, under whose supervision 
Miss Rudd works, was most anxious that she should go home, at 


His Majesty's Charge d'affaires ad interim, 
British Embassy, 
NANKING. 
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least for a time, and I told him that he might Yet° - 
Migs Rudd know that I agreed that this would be wi ¢- 
; s 


I understand that she has now yielded tothe Bisho 
arguments, and intends to leave for ingland in the 


near future. / 


5. I am copying this despatch to His Majesty's 
-, Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and. 
. to ‘His Majesty's Consul-Géneral at Tientsin, 
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This, as Mre Trench points out, is 
a striking example of the tinconsistency of 
the U.S. China policy ( if any)- The State 
Depte try to trim their sails to every passing 
breath of hostile criticism, and thereby succeed 
merely in being more incoherent than ever, and 
therefore in attracting further criticism. 

However, we had better keep 

an eye on this and, if the Governor refuses to 
accede to this request, consider the matter 
in the light of the U.S. reaction to our 
recognition of the Chinese Communists. This 
would appear to be one of those stupid little 
matters eminently suitable for disto8tion by 
the Yellow Press. 


News Dept. 
Cultural Relations Dept. P.D.Coatese 
Athe January 
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waitvor PLOMATIC DIST 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE : 


Sir 0, Franks D. 7. 03 pom. Xth December, 1919. 
No: 5979 «Re 2. 30 pom. 51st December, 1919. 
30th December, 1929. 


Addressed to Governor, Hong Kong, telegram No. 49 of 


30th December, repeated for information to Foreign Office 
and Saving to San Franeisoo. 


State Department -have raised with this. 
Embassy following matter concerning applications by 
certain Chinese students for Hong Kong transit visas. 
Students in question are limited to those who came to 
United States independently but for whom United States 
Government assumed financial responsibility when their 
access to Chinese funds was severed by Chinese civil war. 
Only qualified students recommended by their Universities 
were selected for assistance. Half a million dollars were 
at first voted from E.C.A. funds for aid to Chinese 
students in technical fields and Congress later voted a 
further four million dollars. 


2. About 900 of these students will finish their 
studies during period before 50th June 1950 and it is probable ~ 
that many will desire to return to China. Twentyéfive who wish | 
to return to China are now waiting at San Francisco for : 


Hong Kong transit visas but State Department understand that 
these cannot be given unless evidence is supplied that F 
lodging and maintenance in Hong Kong are assured. Unfortunately | 
students have no links in Hong Kong and most have lost touch 
with their homes in China. If students are forced to remain 
in United States only possibility of maintenance at first is 
from funds voted by Congress. 


3, State Department appreciate valid objection to inflow 
of refugee Chinese into Hong Kong but consider that expressed 
desire of these students to return to China is in the 
circumstances good indication that they will not remain as 
refugees in Hong Kong. State Department stress that students 
are not being and will not be deported by the United States, 
that they were originally Peakon mas -ent Sn) Sepst tomate 


JUNE LUN 2A 


or scientific qualifications ensure that they will easily : 
find employment. General impression here is that Chinese | 
Communists welcome men with such qualifications. 


% 


h. There is a further point which has some force 

for us here. State Department have drawn attention to 

fact that Congress spontaneously voted the funds for 
education of these students and there is a danger that 
their inability to return to China and consequent diversion 
of expenditure for their maintenance here would be ascribed 
by some unthinking Congressmen to lack of cooperation by 
British authorities in Hong Kong. This might give rise 
-¢o some criticism during forthcoming session of Congress. 


5. In the circumstances I should be grateful if you 
could see your way to authorise the issue of transit visas 
for these twenty-five students as a special case. 


6. State Department are investigating at my suggestion 
possibility of other points of entry into China but practical 
difficulty about Macao is that no ships from United States 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as my telegram 
No. 196 | 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 
for repetition to Hong Kong]. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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I enclose a copy of a telegram which H.li. Ambaseador 
at Washington hes recently addressed to the Governor of 
Hong Kong, from which you will see thet the State 
Department are anxious for the Government of Hong Kong 
4 to grant transit vises to Chinese students who want to 
+: return to their country from the United States. The 
4 question is immediate as regards twenty-five students 
a now waiting at San Francisco, but will probably erise in 
oy ' pegard to a total of about nine hundred over the next 
“$re months. 


qi To refuse transit visas to these returning students 
a would be to run the risk of furnishing « still further 

4 irritent to Anglo-American relations, which in the 
present circumstances we are particularly anxious to 
avoid. I therefore wish to support Sir ©. Frnaigs plea, 
end hope that you will be able to put this consideration 


before the Governor, whose difficulties we, of course, 
fully understand. 


WibLiAri STRANG. 


Sir Thomas Lioyd, K.C.Be » K.C.H.G. 
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repeated for information io......9en, Franeisco. 


Hong Kong telegram No. & 


to you f of the 14th. Januaryf Chinese 


students. ; 

We should be glad to know 
whether the State Sg¥p%< have considered 
the possibility of acting as suggested 


in the final sentence of; 


aa see cb ante * this. course, would | 
Ait Lad Possible - to. ship. ane. students gradu iy | 


“Mentsin either  airect or vie ‘Japan? eae) 
as eh We are Brepared to press “the. 
-Gorental ¢ office in this matter: but it mi. 


be essential to deomonstrate*that “the 


alternatives to entry via Hong Kong are 


impracticable, 
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Confidential DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


No, 368 D. 9.55 am. 19th January, 1950. 
18th January, 1950 


Repeated to San Francisco No.) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Washington telegram No.368 of 18th 
January, repeated for information to San Francisco. 


Hong Kong telegram No.3 to you [of the 14th January): 
Chinese students. 


_ We should be ghad to know whether the State 
Department have considered the possibility of acting as 
suggested in the final sentence of paragraph 2 of the 
telegram under reference, If the State Department 
see objection to this course, would it be possible to 
ship the students graduslly on the passenger-carrying 
cargo boats which we understand run from the United 
States to Tientsin either direct or via Japan? 


2. We are prepared to press the Colonial 
Office in this matter but it will be essential to 
demonstrate that the alternatives to entry via Hong 
Kong are impracticable, 
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CoLoniaAL OFFICE, 
Cuurcu House, 
Great SmitH Street, 8.W.1. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 10th January,1950. 


ia 
= 1621, 


a 
Thank you for your letter of the 7th January 
about the Chinese students in America who wish to 
return home by way of Hong Kong. 


As you probably know, the telegram from 
Washington was repeated to the Governor on the lst 
January and we are awaiting his reply. 


Meanwhile, we appreciate your anxiety to 
prevent this matter from becoming another "bone of 
contention" and I am, therefore, putting the gist of 
your letter into a personal telegram to the Governor, 
and will let you know what are his reactions as soon 
as I can. 
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Sir William Strang,KCB. ,KCMG. | MBE. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A.Grantham) 


D,. 14th January, 1950 
m. 1Lth " os 08.30 brs. 


ania 


—— 


PRIORITY 
Noo 52 Conf idential. 


Addressed to Washington No.3. 
Repeated to San Frandee> No.12 ani to you 
(please pasa te 213) 


Your telegram No.4. 


Chinese Students. if 
Bren at risk of further adwerse U.3. criticism I fear we cannot respond - ‘i 
to reouest ts allew the 900 (repeat 900) Chinese stuwlents in U.S. to come 

te Hong Kong, It is me thing to get them tc Hong Kons but at is another 

to get them out while commmications are as diffiocnlt as they are now, 

Once they arrive here they are Liable te become e& charge upen us and we 
alresdy have encugh burdens. 


Zy Xt seems te be overlecked that ships can now sail direct to Taku Bar 
(Tientsin) with no risk of interference by bleckading Rationslist warships. 
tt is mich easier to reach different parts of China from Tientainowing te 
better iand and sea conmmmmications th.a it is frem Hong Kong. There is no 
reason why a special shtp to carry these stuients should not’ de arranged 
direct te Tientainor Japan and thence te Tientstx, 


30 Objections to students coming here is that they would be stranded 
without ledging and maintensnee, Mony might decide to stay here in view of , 
adverse reports of ecmiitions in communist China, Even if U.S.Consulate 
unlertock their maintenance and omvard passage they could easily disappear by 
becoming absorbed in present swollen pepulation ax! remain here, Further 
cojection is if stranded in Hong Kong they would very likely give vent te antd 
American prepagamia and incite demotstrations cutside U.S. Consitle te. 


on 
x 
é 


ho «Tf visas were given to the twenty five mentioned in parsgraph 2 of your “@ 


telegram under reference this would merely meke it more difficult to refuse  ~ 
visas for others. % 


5 X therefore regret that we carmot accede to State Department’ s retiest. 
I consider best solution is direct shipment to Tientsin. Alternatively U,, Ss. 
authorities might cherter ship to take students from Hong Keng direct te 
Tientsin (or Taiwen if any students expressed wish tc go there) and there) 
could be direct transhipment on to chartered ship upon arrival from U.S. / 


6, The fact that neat influx into colony over last monta exceeds 26,900 
{repeat 20,000) will perhaps serve to re-inforce arpunents set out shove, 


(Delay due to deing unlecypherable) 


(Copies sent to Foreign Office for tramnmissicn te Washington aw San Vest aca 


CoLoniAL OFFICE, 


Cuurcu House, 
Great SmitH STREET, S.W.1. 


18th January,1950. 


ae 


= . 
eh ee jelbaieitiptaa ati ii 


CONFIDENTIAL. 31 


tins - = + 


Gy 


ic 4 
Den Sli nes ke C 1624 / 


" Re get we Bae —— a —- _ 


With reference to my letter of the lOth January 
about the Chinese students in America who wish to 
return to China, I expect you have now seen a copy 
of a telegran from the Governor of Hong Kong, No.d2 of 
the l4th January, in reply to telegram No.49 of the 
SOth December from our Ambassador at Washington. In 
case you have not, I enclose a copy ror ease of 
reference. 


It is, of course, just possible that the Hong 
Kong telegram was drafted before Grantham had time to 
consider my personal telegram to him of the llth 
January, but, in view of what he says in it, I am very 
reluctant to press him further in the matter. 


I hope, therefore, that it will be possible to 
persuade the State Department to adopt one or other 
of the suggestions which Grantham has made, that is 
either direct shipment to Tientsin, or transhipment 
direct to an American charter shiv at Hong Kone. 
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Sir William Strang,KCB. ,KOMG. ,MBE. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


54064 7RO™ THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.1'.P. ) 
TO HONG KONG ( Sir A. Granthan:) 


Sent 30th December, 1949 22.15 hr y 
. = agyegel [14210 fie-'9 #9 
“—e i 
Pa b 
Your telegram No. 1381, i / Of 


Vises. GONE / 16: 


I have now seen Tamsui Hedi Are 
2 th D ip and t f 25t 
of 24 ecember, oO you o IP (942 fear? ie ~4 49 


Grateful if you will inform me early of outcome 
of discussion, In meantime no action is being taken on 
paragraph 5 of your telegram under rebly,. 


Copies sent to:— 


Foreign Office - Mr. P. De Coates 
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This telegram has of course "pe Thi fg 


we 


tel. 10 of the 3rd. Jan to Bong Kong ( FC 
the despatch of which had unfortunately been 
by the C.0O. 


elayed 


Re Mr. Biggs appears to me to be in the right 
(Print) in the views he expresses in his paragraph 1, but 
the matter is not of such importance that we need 
seek to overpersuade the Governor. 


Se At my suggestion the C.0. are telegraphing: 
to Hong Kong saying that we are inclined to prefer 
the suggestion made in C.0. tele 10 to the Hong Kong 
proposal to handle entry permits through the medium 
of shipping companies and asking whether the Governo ) 
sees any objection to az H.M. Consul asting as suggest- | 
ed in that telegrame It is to be hoped that the 


Governor will not see any objectione 
x. 


In the meanwhile it is becoming a matter 
of very considerable urgency ( so it appears to me) 
that general guidance shd- be given to visa-issuing 
authorities about Chinese Nationalist passports and 
their validity orsotherwise after the 6th. Januarye 
PP. were marked to Passport Control Dept. some days 
| ago, and I shde be grateful to know whether instruct- 
| ions have yet been issued and, if so, the nature of 


the instructions. 4 


(Action (Index) | 
completed) P.D.Coatese : 
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His Majesty's Consul  D. 7.37 a.m. 3rd Jamiary, 1950 


anuary, 1950 Re 8.3), a.m. 3rd January, 1950 
Repeated to: Hong Kong ) 


CONFIDENT 1 AL 


ddressed to Foreign Of ice ley gran] 
January, repeated for informa igh 


My telegram No. 268 (1 Felts 


Entry of Chinese from Formosa. 


I have now di scussed this question with Hong Kong 
authorities. They still wish applications from all 
Chinese including Government officials to be referred to 
pes but have allowed.me some small discretion in 

tional cases of extreme importante end urgency, I 
prs erefore adopting this procedure forthwith although I 
feel that the proposals mentioned in paragraph 5 of my 
telegram under reference would have achievéd equally 
. satisfactory results from Hong Kong's point of view with 

~ less danger of friction locally at this critical time, 


20 after recognition Hong Kong authorities = a" 
to handle entry permits through the medium of shi 

companies as is now done in the case of Tientsin 

in their opinion Nationalist travel documents will no 
longer be acceptable to British authority as valid. 
While this proposition would relieve me of the present 
onerous visa duties it has the following drawbacks. 


(a) Issuing of visas will in Chinese eyes be the 
peste justification for retention of His — 

's Gonsulate and if ve cease to do so the 
tasel “authorities J 


Feseguined by the local authorities and Mlaserere 
could not iszes visas. 


(>) ven if I can have no control at least I should 
have some knowl of visas issued in my district 
particularly in case of officials if I am to 
maintain relations with then, 


[Ygrp. omitted) The latest regulations mean that 
virtually no more visas will be issued before 


/recogss tion. 
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recognition. If after recognition Chinese travel 
documents immediately become invalid and I cease 
all Chinese visa duties there will be another 
period of stalemate. The public who already re 
our staff and fee stamp shortages as a deliberate 
means of holding op visas will naturally conclude 
that these regulations were merely part of a 
delaying action whose ultimate aim was complete 
severance of communications after recognition. 
This will lay us open to accusations of bad 

faith and further aggravate discontent at the time 
of recognition. If further restrictions or change 
of procedure are deemed necessary I consider it 
important they be delayed until a few weeks after 
recognition when discontent will have subsided and 
that Hong Kong's latest regulations be maintained 
for the present. | 


3. Validity of Nationalist travel documents seems 

to be the only immediate problem raised by recognition. 
In view of paragraph 2(c) above I suggest that we 
continue to recognise them until alternative arrange- 


ments have been made and that in due course we should 

either recognise Provincial feretGovernment documents 
or ourselves issue Hong Kong entry permits which will 

also serve as travel documents. However I appreciate 

other territories are also involved. 


4. I have returned from Hong Kong with a clearer 
understanding of Hong Kong's problems and feel that 
our exchange of views was valuable. However in view of 
your desire that I maintain relations with the local 
authorities I consider the ultimate decision on post- 
recognition visa procedure should be made in London and 
I should be grateful for your final instructions before 
recognition is announced. 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as my 
immediate telegram No, 1.. 


Gentes sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 
for repetition to Hong Kong. 
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"Rss dntsnert eust be paraphrased if the communication of ite 
contents to any person cats ide Government Service is authorised. 


Typex 


PROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


D. 3rd Janvary, 1950. 
R, 3rd 2 ” 11.15 hrs. 


No.5 secret. o [Fic 1621/3 | 


Addreased to 8. of 8. 
Repeated to Tamsui by savingranm. 


/GA8/ [6210/12 194} art ane 6 


Tamsui telegram No.257 to Foreign Office and 
Ko.116 to me (repeated to Foreign Office). 


We heve now discussed with Consul Tamsui who 
arrived 29th December measures for controlling entry of 
Chinese from formosa. We have agreed as follows:~ 


(a) Pre-recognition. Consul will refer to 
re 4g 2 Kong ali applications from Chinese for visas except 
at his discretion (?corrupt group)x Chinese Nationalist 
Government officials travelling to Hong Kong on atrictly 
official business and in exceptional cases business men 
where he is personally safisfied as to urgent and genuins 
nature of their identification. He will telegraph in 
such cases and will only grant visa when applicant produces 
satisfactory evidence that he possesses re-entry permit inte 
Forgiws a . All visas to be valid one month only. 


(Passage undecypherable)z 


Will discontinue issuing visas or permits for Hong Kong to 
Chinese. Chinese will have to apply through the shipping 
or travei agencies who will refer cases to Hong Kong and 
will only issue tickets to Hong Kong when entry has been 
granted by Hong Kong Immigration Office, 


2e At this end we will take such measures as we can 
to expedite dealing with visa applications. 


3- We appreciate Consul Tamsui'’s difficulties but 
cannot risk opening the gates wider. Above arrangements 
should eneble travel and trade to continue between Hong 
Kong and Formosa after recognition. 

Delayed due to being undecypherable. 


x(Corrections being obtained). 


_ 


—— — ad —_— — . 


Copies sent to:~ 
Foreign Office ~- Hy. P.D. Coates. 
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Cypher/OTP PASSPORT CONTROL DEPARTMENT DISTRIBUTION 
FROM NANKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Hutchison 


No. 2217 D. 8.40 a.m. 3rd January, 1950 
30th December, 1949 R. 9.37 am. 3rd January, 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Your telegram No. 203 and Sir R. Stevenson's — 
telegram No. 517. 


Visas for Chinese Nationalist ex officials, 


According to a recent newspaper report, Wang Yun-Wu is 
still in Hong Kong and is engaged in book publishing on 
behalf of the Kuomintang. As the fortunes of that party 
worsen it seems likely that he and others may desire to 
visit the United Kingdom for an indefinite stay. Han Lih-Wu 
and George Yeh (who, shortly before he left Nanking, 
informed His Majesty's Ambassador that he had planned to 
return to Cambridge) are probable applicants. All three 
above-mentioned have been proscribed as “war criminals" 
but each of them could presumably have made his peace with 
the Communists, as others with worse records have done. 
They do not deserve special sympathy as political refugees, 
nor do we owe them special gratitude for past favours. 

It seems to me that the logical place for their eventual 
exile is the United States which bolstered up the régime 
with which they identified themselves, and that we are under 
no obligation to afford persons of this kind an asylum 
which would very likely prove to be permanent, and which 
might even become embarrassing to us were they to engage 

in anti-Chinese Communist activities. I suggest, there- 
fore, that as a general rule only transit visas should 

be granted to such applicants and only after reference, 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FC 1621/4 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO_NANKING 


N D., 1.25 pom. 9th January,’ 1950. 
Bt Yonusry, 1950, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Your tele No, 2217 [of 30th December 1949: Visas 
for Nationalist ex-officials, ] 


We agree generally and procedure desoribed in your 
last sentence is already in force for all nationals concerned. 
Individual cases must of course be judged on their merits. 


2. Case of first person named in your telegram under 
reference was considered some months ago at Ministerial 


level and authority to grant a visa has been given to 
Colonial Office. . 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES oe 


-54064/49 

Cypher (0.T.P.) 
TO HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 
Sent January, 1950. 12.45 hrs. 


PRIORITY , 
NoelQ Secret. 


Addressed to Governor Hong Kong. 
Repeated to Nanking. 
"@ Pamsui. . 


Immigration Control. pay, 32% / /011$/ 


My telegram No.1199 mentioned that to prant 
visas on passports issued by Chinese Communists would 
imply a degree of recognition of the issuing authority. 
Similarly.it will be inappropriate, after withdrawal of 
recognition from the Nationalists, for visas for 

Hong Kong to be granted on identification documents 
' issued by the Nationalist vars rere? 


There is, however, no political objection to: 
Chinese entering Hong Kong from Formosa, if you are 
prepared to accept them,‘ and it would be appropriate for 
H.M. Consul to issue visas on.affidavits made before him 
ed the effect that the bipcemy care ie a Chinese national 
6tCe : 


There is no British haigeii ain Hainan but you 
could issue to applicants some sort of special Janding 
permit which would obviate the need for a visa to be  eetixe. 
to a passport or other form of Nationalist identity document. 


Instructions on these points will in due course 
be circulated to all visa issuing authorities. 


Copies sent to Foreign Office for repetition to 
oe and Tamsuie | 


Copies sent to:=- 
Foreign Office = Mr. P. D. Coates 
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(3/95/1510 /YP 
| COLONIAL OFFICE, 
The Church House, 

Gt. Smith Street, 


| London, S.W.|. 
21° 19450. 


With the Compliments of the Under- 


Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


@ TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (O.T.P, ) 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


D. 20th December 1949. 
e 20th ie " ade 25 hrs. 


No. 1361 Secret 


Addressed to U.K, High Commissioner, 
Kerachi, No. 457 
Repeated to §. of S,. 


Your telegram No. 860 and unnumbered 
telegram of Sth December repeated to me by / +7 
the 8. of S. No. 1,794. x [S50¥ [641] 0 - ) 


Chinese Nationalist officers. 


I am prepared to accept officers 
in transit if entry to Formosa is authorised 
by tho Chinese Embassy, New Delhi, but 
suggest Philippine Air Lines is a better 
solution since, by this route, there is no 
(omission) at Hong Kong, 
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FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


wil 


54064/49 
Cy We L (O.7 Ps) 
TO HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


Sc .¢ 4th January 1950. 16.00 hrs. 


No. 16 Confidential 


Addressed to Governor, Hong Kong. 
Repeated to Tams pen 
C Shox oH 


| Chinese from Formosa 16> 


In view (of soiderat cas ais 
in Tamsui teubaran No. i-to F.QO. which crossed my 
telegram No, 10 there would seem to be certain 
advantages in suggestion made in paragraph 2 of my 
telegram under reference that for the next few weeks 
Consul Tamsui should issue visas on affidavits made 
before him instead of a system of entry permits 

through medium of shipping companies. Please telegraph 
your views. 


(Copies sent to Foreign Office for 
transmission to Tamsui) 


— 


Copies seni to:- 


Foreign Office - Mr. P. D. Coates. 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


| This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 


Typex 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 
D. 8th January 1950. 


R. 8th 


PRIORITY 
No. 2/ Secret. 


Addressed to S. of S. 
Repeated to Tamsui, No. 4 (Please pass to Tamsui). 


sills - 


Your telegram No. 16. 


I agree to Consul Tamsui temporarily issuing visas 
to Chinesé on affidavits subject to prior reference. 


Ze Report from Taipeh heard today states that Consul 
has already announced that Hong Kong entry permits should 
be applied for through shipping agencies. If this is so 
I leave it to his discretion whether to change back and | 


issue visas himself. 


€ ‘ 
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(Copies sent to F.0. for repetition to Tamsui) 
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Cenfidential | 
a) TO ANGORA 
Ne. 18 D. 8-55 poem. 13th January, 1950. 
13th January, —_— * 


Repeated te: Heng Keng 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Addressed te Angera telegram Ne. 18 ef 13th January, 
repeated fer infermatien te Heng Keng. 


Yeur telegram Ne. 9 [ef 6th January: Heng Keng visa 
fer Chinese Natienalist diplemat] (net te Heng Kone). 


Gevernment ef Heng Keng have previeusly indicated that 
previded such persens are in pessessien ef passperts valid 
fer entry inte Fermesa, there weuld be ne ebjeetien te 
granting them direct transit facilities, but they weuld 
net be alleweé te remain in the Yeleny. A stay ef several 
months weuld therefere clearly be eut ef the questien. 


2. Subject te the abeve previses, an erdinary (nen- 
diplomatic) transit visa may be issued. Heng Keng weuld 
ne deubt be prepared te accerd suitable ceurtesies, if 
vee in time, in view ef the applicant's ex-diplenatic 
status. 


3. Yeu will shertly be receiving a cepy ef a circular 
instructien sbeut the granting ef visas en Chinese passperts. 

In the present instance, the essential peint is that yeu sheuld | 
net affix a visa en a passpert issued by a Natienalist 

autherity but en an affidavit, the ferm ef which is shewn 

en page 157 ef the Passpert Centre] Manual. 
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le 2. This seems to be a quest- 
ion of interpeetation. 


Ze Parade de 
Hong Kong to approve. 


It is not for us but for 


Ge C.Q. are now telezraphing to Hong Kong 
( after considerable pressure ) to say that the 

F.O. hope that any easement to H.Me Consul in his 
present difficulties m&xx which can properly be given 
by the Hong Kong authorities will be given. This 
shad. deal with Mr. Biggs’ paras- 2 and Be 


4e Parae4. In present circumstances Hong Kong's 
needs must take precedence. What is so tiresome is 
that the Hong Kong officials seem incapable of 7 
flexibility, but I do not think that we can press 
G.O. and Hong Kong further than is necessary to 
avoid a riot outside the Consulate at Tamsui.- 


De : Parae 5e¢ I do not think we need -- 
go into the question raised on the basis of inter- 
national lawe It seems clearly undesirable «mat 
on general political grounds that there shd.- be 

any representative of the Nationalists in Hong Kong 
on an official basis. 


Draft tel. submitted accordingly. 
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FROM TAMSUI_TO FOREIGN OFFICE (= 


His Majesty’s Consul General 
No, 11 

| D. 9.45 am. 7th January, 1950 
7th January, 1950 R, 10.350 a.m. 7th er 1950 


Repeated to Hong Kong ; ; 


PRIORITY i a B ¢ PA Lf ie | q 
_ CONFIDENTIAL , q 
Addressed_to Forei fae telegram No 11 of | 


7th January repeate “for tion to Hong Kong, 
C0 ‘ ed, 16H 7 
Keur telegram No, 1 ‘ong Kong, 


Reference paragraph 2 of your telegram under reference, 


I have already arranged for the printing of forms 
of affidavit and expect them to be ready on January 9th. 
I will thence-forward grant visas on them in aocordance 
with Hong Kong regulations already in force, 


2. i assume that visas already granted on Nationalist 
documents will remain valid until they are used or 
expire, otherwise we shall be accused of bad faith and we 
cannot risk more ill feeling than has already been | 
invited. (Hong Kong Immigration Officer has already 
received a letter threatening his life and has been 
provided with police protection) | 


3. Over 200 Hong Kong applications are awaiting a reply 
from fETpe~umices% Hong Kongg and some 2,000 are 

waiting their turn to apply. Meanwhile practically no. 
visas are being issued and the Governor is fearful of 

[? grps. omtd,] unless a token number are issued during 
the next crucial days the public will assume that 
communications with Hong Kong are being cut on recognition 
and will stage violent anti-British demonstrations, I 
feel it my duty to avoid such an undesirable occurrence at 
all costs and have [? grp. omtd,] the Immigration Officer 
to issue some 20 visas a day during the next few days in - 
cases where he is completely satisfied as to the applicants 
bona fides. I trust that I have your approval, 


4, Chinese authorities, British business men and 1.C,A, 
[grp. undec. ? officials] have complained to me of the 
great hindrance to trade and banking resulting fron 

Hong Kong Government insistence on reference in all cases. 
Provincial Government is prepared to grant without 
reference entry permits valid for any number of visits 


\ 9 
ism fe bona fide 
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CONFIDENTIAL | 
Tamsui telegram No 11 to Foreign Office od 


to bona fide Hong Kong businessmen as a quid pro quo, 

British firms are most anxious that we agree to a mutual 
simplification of travel requirements, I am anxious to 

cooperate with the Hong Kong Government but if I am to 

maintain Consular and trade relations I again urge that 

I be allowed to exercise more discretion locally in order 2 
to avoid unnecessary discourtesy and obstruction, sl 


5. The question of Formosa entry permits has also been 
raised. 1 understand that Hong Kong Government propose 
to close T.W, Kwok's office. If all such Nationalist 
offices in British territory are closed, British and 
other nationals travelling to Formosa will be greatly 
inconvenienced, Would it not therefore be possible for 
the Previncial Government to maintain visa offices? 
Chinese Consular invoice office in Hong Kong could 
possibly bexutilised for this purpose. 


Foreign Office pass Hong Keng Prierity as my telegran q 
N@, /» : E 


[Copy sent to Colonial Office for priority repetition 
to Hong Kong]. 
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As a general rule the imperative 


need to keep down the population of Hong Kong 


must tuk in present circumstances take 
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precedence over other considerations, such 
as the welfare of the British business 


interests in Formosa and your own friendly 
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relations with the local authoritiesxe 
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We apprettiate and regret the difficulties and 


inconvenience the present measures cause you 
and the British business community in Formosa, 


but they cannot be helped. 
Qe Netertheless we are fully 


NOTHING TO 


Distribution :-— in agreement with your view that unnecessary 


repeat unnecessary friction eeuseaey TF _ 


points should if at all 
possible be avoided, and it is obviously essent- 
ial that matters should not be pushed #0 far 
that an annti-British riot is precipi tated. 
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We understand that the C,lonial Office are 
téelegraphing to Hong Kong to ask the Governor 
.to es what he can to meet your difficulties, 


3% of your telegram under reference. 
Se ' You should continue to report at 
once if you consider that serious 


disorders are likely to be caused-bx. 


4 Subject to the views of the 
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Hong Kong the functions referred to 
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in parae 5 of your tel. under ref'ce. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
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Secret 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TAMSUI 


No. 27 

10th January, 1950 D. 8.00 p.m, 10th January, 1950 
Repeated to Hong Kong (via C.0, ) 

IMMEDIATE 

SECRET 


Addressed to Tamsui telegram No, 27 of 10th January, 
repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


Your telegram No. 11 [of the 7th January: visas 
for Hong Kong]. 


As a general rule the imperative need to keep down 
the population of Hong ong must in present circumstances - 
take precedence over other considerations, such as the 
welfare of the British business interests in Formosa and 
your own friendly relations with the local authorities, 
We appreciate and regret the difficulties and 
inconvenience the present measures cause you and the 
British business community in Formosa, but they cannot 
be helped. 


2. Nevertheless we are fully in agreement with your view 
that unnecessary (repeat unnecessary) friction on non- 
essential points should if at all possible be avoided, 
and it is ebvieusly essential that matters should not be 
pushed so far that an anti-British riot is precipitated. 
We understand that the Colenial Office are telegraphing 
to Hong Keng te ask the Governor to do what he can to 
meet your difficulties, and we hope that you will be 
able to agree with the Governor a mutually satisfactory 
solution to the matters raised in paragraphs 2 and 3 of 
your telegram under reference, 


3. You should continue to repert at once if you consider 
that serieus disorders are likely to be caused, 


4. Subject te the views of the Gevernor we consider that 
it would not (repeat net) be desirable for any 
Nationalist representative to fulfil in Hong Kong the 
functions referred te in paragfaph 5 of your telegram 
under reference, 
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FROM TAMSUI TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Biggs 


Ne. 20° D. 6.05 p.m. 10th January, 1950 
10th th January, 1950 R. 6.45 p.m. 10th January, 1950 


Addressed te Hong Kong telegram No.|8 of 10th January, 
repeated te ‘te Foreign Office. 


| Aer ore [621 


Your telegram Ne. 27 eo vecdinn Office. 


Report referred te in paragraph Z is incerrect. Iam 
acting in accerdance with paragraph | subject te temperary 


medification as reported in paragraph 3 ef my telegram Ne. 11 
te Foreign Office. 


a 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


fie 
FROM AME SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES age, 


Cypher (0.1T.P.) 


TO HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


Sent 12th January 1950. 15.45 hrs. 


ee BAe ee ee erg ere 


ea | [Few /7 


Addressed to Governor, tone Kong. 
Repeated to Tamsui. 


Le 160! /F 


Paragraph 2 of your tele 0. 42 / 
and paragraph 2 of Tamsui telegram No. Mw \ FC [¢2! if 


While affidavits should now be used 
in place of Nationalist documents there would be 
no objection to the acceptance, ag an interim 
arrangement, of visas granted on Nationalist 
documénts before withdrawal of recognition. I 
understand such visas would be accepted in similar 
circumstances here. 


(Copies sent. to F.0. for repetition 
to Tamsui) 
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FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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Cypher (0.T.P.) pie at a a 


TO HONG KONG (Sir A, Grantham) 


Sent loth January, 1950. 18.15 hrs. 


PRIORITY 


54 secret. 


Your telegram No. 7 e. [621 / 


eicsicialias personal from Sidebotham., 


fC 1yr'/4- Ec 1014/3 


You will have seen from Tamsui telegams 
Nos. 11 and 1? to Foreign Office repeated to you 
as Nos. 7 and 55 that Consul is working under 
considerable difficulties at present, and any 
easement you can devise of his work in regard to 
visas to meet the present situation would, I 

know, be muchh appreciated by the Foreign Office. 
Ends, 


Begins. 
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TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


LY GX 


‘ oir AG <EE"23 ntharn } 


“ © ANBAT Y 1950. : 
" . 12.20 hrs. 
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Addressed t6 o. of 3, 
re ‘2b: tS momen om of 4 Ay . 3 gt 
Repeated fo Yaresul Mo.6 (5. yo Dlease fr 
é 
| 


Tamaui telegran No.il to Foreign Office. 


Whilst appreciating Consul Tamsui‘s difficult 
position, = consider that it would have been easier for 
him to have avoided trouble by making it gqvite tlear that 
wpon recognition he waa no longer able to issue visas in 
uBpual way and that entry permits for Hons Kong could be 
obtained through medium of shippim: companies. Once this 
was known it would have relieved him of burden cf iarge 
numbers applying for visas, 


Ze Reference paragraph 2 of telegram under reference, 
we do not ese how we can now accept Nationalist documents, | 
put ahould be grateful for guidance on this point. in 

Geses where visas sre already granted on suth documents, 
surely that sould be replaced ty visas on affidavits. 
Reference paragraph 3, I woudd like issue of visas without 
reference suspended es soon as possible. mere is no 
opiection to letting it be known that Consul is entiraiy 
vourm by Rong Kong instructions in this metter. i: 33 
Would Help, a statement could be mace here to tum resent- 
ment away Prom Consul Tamsui on to ua. 


30 There is no reason why system we proposed of 
using transport agencies should not suffice for ali 
isgitimate trade purposes. This system sirsady operates 
Yor entry inte Taiwan. Chairman British Chamber of Commerce 
Giscussed matter with Imuigration Office today and expressed 
himself strongly in favour of using these agencies and of 
prior reference. It is more in Formosa’s interest than ours | 
to inerease travel facilities, and we already have indications © 
that large Chinese concerns wish to cbhtain entry permits for — 
all steff and dependents to Hong Kong to enable them to take 
refuge here should danger threaten them, It is precisely 
this contingency that we wish to avoid. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


SOM 


yr document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. ce 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


“eq, EE 


De 12th January 19506 


Ro 12th “ 07-45 hrs. "th a Ib: lo2 - 


PRIORITY 


Noe 43 Secret Pe ia q 


Your telegram Noe a 
Following for Sidebotham. Begins. 


If Consul would adhere to agreement reached — 
when he discussed the matter with myself and others when 
‘he visited Hong Kong that applications should be dealt 
with by Transportation Agencies (see (B) of my telegr 
No. 5), not only would his position beeased but so would 
ours. AS you will have seen from my télegram No. of 
yesterday's date, Chairman of British Chamber of Commerce 
favours this proposal. I should add that Chairman was 
indignant that Consul had never even mentioned the idea of 
such a proposal to hime 


J am anxious to help Consul all I can, but find 
it rather difficult when he agrees with us to a course of 
action and then dees something else and starts yelling for 

_help because he has got himself into a mess. Ends. 
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His Majesty's Censul General — RTA 
o. l | D: 11.56. a.m. 13th January, 1950 
1 January, 1950 : 1.21.p.m. 13th January, 1950 


Addressed te Hong Kong telegram No. 2 of January 12¢! 
repeated fer infermation te Singapere and Fereign Office. 


Beth Reuter and U.P. reperts frem Heng Keng state 
Chinese Nationalist passperts neo lenger valid in British 
territeries. Until I reeeive new instruetiens I om 
centinuing te issue visas en Chinese Natienalist passperts. 
Chinese passengers fer Heng Keng are, hewever, anxieus 
that they may net be allewed te land. Please clarify 
urgently se that dislecatien ef air .and shipping services 
may be aveided. 
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PASSPORT CONTROL DEPARTMENT DISTRIBUTIC 


D. 7.18 p.m. 13th January 1950, 
15th January 1950. R. 7.47 p.m. 13th January 1950, 


Seer Bre ge aectegeoutn 


YC [620 /rg 
Rc | 


Your telegram we 194.9. 


I have received application from Chinese Bnbassy 
for Hong Kong transit visas for Mr Chin Moo former 
Vice Consul at Tashkent and his wife and two children. 
They already hold United Kingdom visas dated October 
15th and say that they plan to return to Formosa by 
sea via United Kingdom and Hong Kong. 


2, Although I am authorised wder existing 
regulations to issue visas for Hong Kong without 
reference to you, I should be grateful for your 
instructions in view of recent withdrawal of recognition 
from Chinese Nationalist Government. I should also 
be grateful to learn whether it is still in order 
to issue diplomatic and official visas to members 
of Chinese Nationalist Foreign Service or whether 
ordinary visas suffice. 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FC 1621/8 Moe : 
Confidential 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA 


No. 18 D. 855 peme 13th January, 1950. 
135th January, 1950. 


Repeated to: Hong Kong 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed _ to Angora telegram No. 18 of 13th January, 
repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


Saal 


Your telegram No. 9 [of 6th January: Hong Kong visa 
for Chinese Netionalist gies (not to Hong Kong). 


{A \ Povernment of Hong Kong have previously indicated that 
ded such pee are in possession of passports valid 
Sip entry into Formosa, there would be no objection to 
grenting them direct transit facilities, but they would 
not be allowed to remain in the Volony. fAostay~of 21 


— 
nonths—wemld therefere 205 SO~"oT Lot the auestie } 


i Subject to the above provisos, amordinary (non- 
} < am fC transit visagmay be issued. Hong Kong would 
| _/no doubt be prepared to accord guitable CO goyrtesies , if 
warned in time, in view of the’ applicant® S prdipionstic 


status. 


3. You will shortly be receiving a copy of a circular 
instruction. about the granting of visas on Chinese passports. 
In the present instance, the essential point is that you should 
not affix a visa on a passport issued by a Netionalist 
authority but on an affidavit, the form of which is showm 

on page 477 of the Passport pros Manual. - 


4, 
i 
:< 


17th January, 1950, De 1.45 Delle 17th January, 1950, 
Repeated to: Hong Kong. 


D EYam NOe<d Ol 
forma ion to Hong Kong, 


Your telegram No,.26 [of 13th January : Hong Kong 
visa]. 


Government of liong Kong have previously indicated 
that provided such persons are in possession of passports 
valid for entry into Formosa, there would be no objection 
to granting them direct transit facilities, but they 
would not be allowed to remain in the Colony. 


Ze Subject to the above provisos 
(non-diplomatic and non-official) mest Pe fo visas @ may 
be issued. Hong Kong would no doubt be prepared to 
accord suitable courtesies, if warned in time, in view 
of the applicants’ ex-official status, 


3. # You will shortly be receiving a copy of a 
circular —— about the granting of visas on 
Chinese orts,. In the present instance, the 
essenti t is that you should not affix a visa on 

a passport issued by a Nationalist authority but on an 
affidavit, the form of which is shown on page 137 of the 
Passport Control Manual, 


o «=. Chinese nationalist passports. 
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Cypher/OTP 


TAM 


His Majesty's Consul ° xy 
oO. 2 D: 10.25.a.m. Ath January, 1950 
enuary, 1950 R: 11.32.a.m. 1th January, 1949 


Repeated to: Hong Kong 
ONFIDENTI 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Ne 

13th January, repeated for information to f 
| fe (bat) )I 

Hong Keng telegram No. 12°to Secretary of State. 
Paragraph 1 of telegram under reference. I have pointed 
eut the disadvantages of Shipping companies handling entry 
permits to Hong Kong in my telegram No. 1, paragraph 2. If, 
however, you are prepared to take risks I should nore 
than delighted to be relieved of our duties. Fe iba!2 


2. Paragraph 2 of telegram under referenee. Visas 
issued on nationalist documents could, of course, be replaced 
by visas on affidavits but many hundreds of applications 
are involveé and our staff is already inadequate for present 
volume of applications. I appreciate the offer of statement 
in Hong Kong but do not consider it necessary as I think 
the pesition is well knom here. 


Foreign Office please pass to Heng Kong as ny 
telegram No. 20. 


[Copy sent te Colenial Offiee fer repetition te 
Hong candl. 
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of which you kindly sent me a copy some time 
Vk On (Gre 


ago, in rather poor tastes It really is—not 
VO /\ 

deps that a very senior official shd- express 
himself in these terms about a junior in 
another service who finds himself dealing 


XX with the senior man on equal terms. 


MARGIN. 


However, I feel that we must 


do what we can to remove irritants. You will 


have seen the series of telegrams, at present 


IN THIS 


resting with Tamsui telegram Noe 45, in which 
Biggs and Grantham have debated the pros. and 
cons. of visaS aS against entry permits issued 
through the s pping companies, and I am inclined 
tofeel that it might be wise to let Grantham 
have his nad and to agree to entry permits 
being issued by shipping companies- By so doing 
we relieve the Consulate of a thankless task, | 


and if the Chinese in Formosa want to get 
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get Biggs out preycan do so whether or not he 
is issuing visas. The indications are that | 
they want to maintain any link with us they 

can and that they will not try to get him out. 


RECEIVED IN If you will kindly Jet 


DIVISION. me know by telephone whether you agree I 


27 JANIZN0 | =| will have a telegram sent off to Biggs 


telling him of the decision. 


Ma, 


(89289) Wt.28569/191 200,000 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 

27th January, 1950. 
(FC 1621/15) 
PERSONAL AND 


CONFIDENTIAL 


As I have already told you I found the 
Governor of Hong Kong's telegram No.43, of which 
you kindly sent me 4 copy some time age, in rather 
poor taste. It is really a bit hard that a very 
senior official should express himself in these 
terms about a junior in another service who finds 
himself dealing with the senior man on equal terms. 


» ‘. al a 
b 3 %; Kron Dg Ae nat 2 e me Gia 
1 Dee a ae pi oat ai oO a a PT SS oR eS RE NRE Bee eee eg EN 
i 5 Pe eT EES Ta een. ee eRe eee ee =a : aoe i Agee ee A Bi i SO See ett ae 4, i a eed 
Salene 5 eR. a poet es ee, Be 6 na eer 3 5 it ERS: Ee ane ; 9) dies By es a 
* 


However, I feel that we must do what we can to. 
remove irritants. You will have seen the series of 
telegrams, at present resting with Tamsui telegram — 
No. 45, in which Biggs and Grantham have debated the 
pros. and cons. of visas es acainst entry permits 
issued through the shipping companies, and I am | 
inclined to feel that it might be wise to let Grantham 
have his head and to agree to entry permits being _ 
issued by shipping companies. By so doing we 
relieve the Consulate of a thankless task, and if the 
Chinese in Formosa want to get Biggs out they can do 80 
whether or not he is issuiny visas. The indications 
are that they want to maintain any link with us as | 
can and that they wiil not try to cet him out. 


fe, 


Sidebotham, Eeq., C.M.G., 
Colonial Office. 


If you will kindly let me know by telephone 
whether you agree I will have a telegram sent of 
to Biggs telling him of the decision. 


(P.W. Scarlett) 


Des pat ned ung porns 2.f2.M 
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Addressed to ....AMSUT 


telegram No. 


repeated for information to... HONG...KONG...AND.-ILANKING 


Your telegram No. 45 f of the 26th- 


January: entry from Formosa into Hong Kong/. 
We have now reconsidered this questione 


Present indications here are that the Nationalists 
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RECEIVED | ING 8 are anxious to maintain fre link with us that 


30 JAN Boe | we can and we do not /think that if you cease to 


SENT TO DEPT. ) | issue visas the Nationalists will use this af 
an excuse to get rid of you, ee ee if they 


do at some future date wish to get rid of you 


a 3 4 ly V they can find pkagxr grounds for so foing 


LA &. whether or not you are issuing visabe 
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2; | ~On balance we feel that it is preferable E 
| for you to cease issuing visas and that entry perm- | 


Cypher. its shd. be issued by the Govt. of Hong Kong. 


NOTHING TO 


Distribution -— — through the medium of the shipping companies. 


You should therefore arrange with the Governor 


‘ 


of Hong Kong ang appropriate procedure for 
effecting this change. Colonial Office have 


ata’ Sia ais: “i cu waties with which you have ‘to 


‘O 


contend and Ave resourcefulness and iniéia tive . 
you cen in ee with the probleme batte 
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- Cypher/OTP 
FC1621/15 
RORSEES? “0 


: D. &. 15 pom. 28th January, 1950. 
28th January, 1950. 


Repeated to Hong Kong, 
Nanking .No213) Criord ty. } 


__ PRIORITY 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to Tamsui telegram No. 56 of 28th January, 
repeated for information to Hong Kong and Nanking. 


Your telegram No. 45 [of the 26th January: entry 
from Formosa into Hong Kong]. 


We have now reconsidered this question. Present 
indications here are that the Nationalists are anxious 
to maintain any link with us that they can and we do not 
(repeat not) think that if you cease to issue visas the 
Nationalists will use this as an excuse to get rid of you, 
" Indeed if they do at some future date wish to get rid of 
you they can find grounds for so doing whether or not you 
are issuing visas. 


2. On palance we feel that it is preferable for you 
to cease issuing visas and that entry permits should be 
issued by the Government of Hong Kong through the medium 
of the shipping companies. You should therefore arrange 
with the Governor of Hong Kong an appropriate procedure 
for effecting this change. Colonial Office have been 


3. This arrangement should at all events ease your 
burden somewhat. We are aware of the difficulties with 
which you have to contend and appreciate the resourceftiness | 
and initiative you aie eal in dealing with the problems : 
before you. 


42111 


En Clair. DEPAR DIS 


FROM NANKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE . 
Mr. — D. 10.18 a.m. 10th February,1950, 
Neo. e | 

ruary, 1950. R. 10.36 a.m. 10th February, 1950. 


Repeated te: Tamsui. 
Hong Kong. 


iddressed te Foreign Office tele Ne, 398 
ef 9th February, repeated fer information te Tamsui 


and Hong Kong. 2 Tc ber rs 
Your telegram No.56 te Tansui. 


I venture te identify myself with the appreciation 
expressed in the last sentence, 


2. Suggestion in Tamsui telegram Ne.52 te you 
seems te me a geod one, \ 
DISTRIBUTED TO Ecifel /2 0 
Far Eastern Department. 
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$1401 F.O.P. 
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No. J In 


His esty’s Consul apramsul, formosa 
presents his compliments to }. M. Principal Secretary of 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. State for oreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office. 


44th Jameuary...19 BOlOKX ... 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Hong Kong Telegran No. 467 of 26th Yecember, 
1949 to Temsulhescription of Enclosure. 


~ 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Letter from the Notifying views on 
Comiissioner of tie Hong Kong visa 
Foreign Affairs for restrictions regarding 
Taiwan dated Chinese travellers to 
5th January, 1950, Hong hong. 


8479, 85167 (8) 


ag 


January Sth 1950, 


m7 
= 


he Special Conmissioner of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in Taiwan presents his 
compliments to the British consul and begs to 
acknowledge the receipt of his despatches of 
November dOth 1949 and January gnd 1950 concern- 
ing the Hongkong government'S restrictions on 
Chinese proceeding to Hongkong from Taiwan and 
Hainan island. The Hongkong government has 
stipulated that Chinese, except for those going 
there from the Ghinese mainland, must have pass- 
port with visas from the British consulate 
pefore entrance is permitted. This matter con- 
cerns the Sino-British treaty and the customary 
rule governing Chinese entering Hongkong and 
Kowloon. Now in accordance with instructions 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs this matter 
is being discussed between the two countries in 
accordance with regular diplomatic procedure, 
However pending its settlement, becuase this is 
a time of emergency, ana becuase they are 
anxious to maintain commercial relation between 
Hongkong and Cliina and to facilitate Chinese 
oificials ana private individuals in their tra- 
velling, the office of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Taiwan is issuing Provisional travel 
certificates to Chinese subjects. However the 
adoption of such measures cannot be regarded 


as indicating that China has relinvuished her 
treaty rights, 


Office of the Special 
Commissioner of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, 
Taipeh, Taiwan. 
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2 —_Gypher/orP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


His Majesty's Consul D. 11.05 a.m. 26th January, 1950. 
N 


Sathya January, 1950. R. 11685 a.m. 26th January, 1950. 


Repeated to Nanking, 
Hong Kong Saving,. 


SrA, -C Hoot if 


\ddressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 45 of January 26th 
repeated for informatiow to Nanking and Saving to Hong Kong, 


My telegram No, ‘28 paragraph 1 (not repeated to Nanking). 
Visas for Hong Kong, 


Your decision is now urgently required as Immigration 
Officer sent here from Hong Kong has decided for health 
reasons he cannot carry on and proposes to return to Hong Kong 
by the next available ship. Hong Kong Government have informed 


me they aré unable to send a replacement and again urge that 
visas be handled by shipping companies. 


2. I feel Hong Kong still do not appreciate that this 
problem has a political as well as an administrative aspect, 
i.e. danger of Consulate being closed by Nationalists if 
issue of visas is transferred to shipping companies. I may 
be exaggerating this danger and indeed the desirability of 
remaining open at all, but I feel this is for you to decide, 


5. If you decide in favour of continuing the present 


procedure it will be necessary to arrange for Hong Kong to 


send a replacement forthwith or else provide a Foreign Service 
replacement. 


4 Grateful for an early reply in view of paragraph 1. 
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With the ompliments of the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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| This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
Typex. 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


De 28th January, 1950. 
Re. 28th “= QB. 00 hrs. 


IMMEDIATE 


Ol Secret , Ww \7 
Your telegram Noe 122. 


Regret that I cannot agree to issue of transit 
visas unless guarantee is given before hand by Nationalists 
through British Consul in Formosa that:;persons concerned will 
all be admitted into Formosa. We have already had a number 
of cases of, Chinese officials arriving:here on transit visas 
for Formosa who have declined to continue their Journey. 
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Restricted 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TAMSUI 


NO. 60 | 
3lst January, 1950 D: 8.50 p.m. 31st January, 1950 


Repeated to: Stockholm No, 55 


IMMEDIATE 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to Tamsui telegram No. 60 of 3lst January, 
repeated for information to Stockholm, 


Former Chinese Military Attache in Moscow Kuo Chiang 
Chang, with wife and two children, and Tung Shinliu, 
former Vice-Gonsul at Khabarovsk, are now in Stockholm 
awaiting Hong Kong transit visas, 


2. Governor of Hong Kong is unwilling to authorise 
issue of visas until provincial authorities of Formosa 
guarantee to you that they will admit the persons concerned 
on arrival, To catch ship on which they are booked from 
the United Kingdom to Hong Kong, applicants must leave 
Stockholm on 4th February. | 


3. Grateful if you would approach provincial author- 
ties urgently and report answer by immediate telegran, 


Distributed to Far Eastern Department, 
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Code R, 
FC1621/ 
Restricted. DEP ‘AL DISTRIBUT 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TAMSUI. 


No. 6h. D. 11.05 a.m. 5th February, 1950. 
4th February, 1950. 
Repeated to Hong Kong 
RESTRICTED. 

ddressed to “susui telegram No.6 of 4th Feb 
repestil for information to Hong Kong. 


My telegram No.60 [of 3lst January: Mtry of 
Nationalist ex-diplamats into Formosa], 


We now learn that former Nationalist Minister to 
Denmark Kuo Lien Chen, wishes to travel to Formosa with 
wife, six daughters and Hong Kong born housemaid, 

Thiré Secretary Yang Ming Chu also wishes to travel to 
Formosa with wife and son. Ag2 are due to leave United 
Kingdom on 5th May, 


2, Grateful 2f you would obtain assurance from 
Provincial authorities that these persons will be allowed 
to enter Formosa on arrival. Provided you see no objection, 
please endeayour to obtain also a general assurance that 
all Nationalist ex-diplomats will be allowed to enter 
Formosa, This will avoid necessity for separate application 
in each case, 
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Fro e Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
To the Officer Administering the Government of HONG KONG 


Date... 7... February, 1950. 
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2, Iam informed that this requiresent meanwhile has been 
mot, ani the Foreign Office have therefore advised the 
British authorities in Stockholm that official courtesy transit 


Je I understand that the persons concerned will adhere to 
sailing arrangenente fron Lonfon notified in my telegren 
NO» 122, 
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En Clair DISTRIBUTION 
FROM TAMSUI TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Gibbs D. 10.34 a.m. 30th January, 1950 
No. 49 
30th January, 1950 R. 11.50 a.m. 30th January, 1950 
Addressed to H Kong tele No. 29 of h 


January, repeated for information to Foreign Office and 
Nanking. ! - Pr (621 fe 
Foreign Office telegram No. 56 to me. | 


: I have notified chairman of British Chamber of 
Commerce who will consult with you through Hong Kong 


Chamber of Commerce on procedure for assuming these duties. 


As soon as he informs me that companies are ready to take 


over Il will cease these functions and issue a public notice 


to that effect. Until then I will continue as before. 
Grateful if you will make the necessary arrangements with 
the companies through the Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce. 


he may return as soon as transfer is effected. 


I will inform person nemed in your telegram No. : that 
NIR 


PPP 


eae 
Ranta | 
on fg 
is 

aR 


ib ae 
ek 


ee ce 


| FC 1621/20 | 


a ee ee 
- a). t oO. 


Last Paper 


Referenc 


RY i6gws T/S 42 


(Print) 


= (How disposed of) . . 
3) 25M ‘Redlfire 
thd 


e Mo. 
Ye) Loman’ 68.) 7p 


rr berg tii CO} 
& m. Ppl ce 


Next Paper 


Under Honghony Pavaty oheclons, 77%/5 0 
tye aftorty =. ti ps 
Ad i mDW 


Ee 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTHENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
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FROM TAMSUI TO FOREIGN OFFICE |PC To pyre 


His Majesty's Consul 
No. 52 D: 7.14 a.m. 31st January, 1950 
3lst January, 1950 R: 8.13 a.m. 31st January, 1950 


Repeated to: Hong Kong 
Nanking 


IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


| Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 52 of 
January 3lst, repeated for information to Yong Kong 


and Nanking. UF ¢ 16?! 12 
Your telegram No, 56: Chinese visas for Hong Kong, 


I am most grateful for your decision to relieve me 
of these duties. One point has however now occurred to 
me which I onght to have mentioned earlier, name ly the 

financial angle. 


2. As fees collected on Hong Kong visas and affidavits 
amount to some £500 per month i.e. almost sufficient to 
run this post, “it seems a pity to lose 
this revenue which the public is willing to pay, particularily 


in view of the difficulty: in obtaining local currency 
funds at a realistic rate. 


3. While transferring to Shipping Companies the 
responsibility: for obtaining entry permits, I feel therefore 
you may wish to consider the desirability of retaining 

se 31 re , the formality of visa and affidavit requirements as a 
¢ Ml ‘. "means of financing the Consulate, We could issue without 
ve, “pdifficulty sffidavits and visas to shipping compsnies in 
o _Fespect of limited number of travellers whoseientry they 
an te had cleared, since no interviewing, checking or referring 
of applications would be required, 


de This epee is already followed in the case of 
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ONF 


amsui to Foreign Office tele: 


ee 


oduction of valid re-entry permits issued by 
Singapore and I assume visas will continue to be 
issued to Chinese proceeding tc Hong Kong from 
other overseas territories, 


5. should be glad of your views before 
arrangements with Shipping Companies are made, 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as 
my immediate telegram No. 30. 


[Copy sent to Telegraph Section Colonial 
Office for transmission to Hong Kong] 
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Mr. Dening 
Head of Far Hast Department 
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FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


SRO6K/ 50 
Cypher (0.%. P, } 


20 HOM? KONG (Sir A, Grantham) 
Sent 2nd February, 1990, 19.145 hra. 


JRESDIATE 
No. 163 Confidential. 


Temeul telegram No, 52 to Foroign Office ropeated 
we you as my telegran No, 152, 


Forsign Office are proposing to OPPLOV!e suggestion 
in paragraph 3 of telegram under reforence which we agree 
Scena & good one if arrangements can bo made with the 
shipping oormpanice, | 


Picase telegraph whether you B08 any objectiona, 
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Restricted 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO TAMSUI 
No, 68 D. 7.40 pom. 7th February, 1950 
7th February, 1950 


Repeated to Hong Kong (priority) 


PRIORITY 
RESTRICTED 


3 Addressed to Tamsui telegram EE ae 
of /th February repeated for information to Hong. 
Kong. 


Your telegram No. 61 lof 6th February: Visas 
for Formosa]. 


We are grateful for the suggestion made in 
paragraph 3 of your telegram No, 52 but consider 
that in the circumstances the shipping companies 
should be responsible from start to finish and 
that you should not collect fees, 


2. Delay in replying was unavoidable. 
DISTRIBUTED :T0:- 


Far Kastern Department 
Finance Department. 
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Mr. Biggs D. 9.55 a.m. ist February, 1950, 
ist FGrusry, 1950, R. 10.20 a.m. ist February, 1950. 
eated to Stockholn. 


338 ed to Fore rT. Office C1e?g , Ne s}e of it 
repeated to Stockh 
C bes /8 


our telegram No, aragraph 5. 


equired guarantee has been given. 


DIST ED 10; 
Far Eastern Department. 
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ead of Far Eastern Department. 
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REFERENCES | (MINUTES) 
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The argumerts adduced by the 
Governor do not seem to me particularly cogente 
But the relations between the Governor and Mr. 
Biggs are strained, particularly in connexion 
with the visa question (cf. Mr. Scarlett's 
letter to the C.0. in FC 1621/15); the two offic- 
jals have a considerable amount of importance 
business to transact between them; and it is 
necessary that we from this end try to remove 
every Emurkaz cause of frictione I therefore feel 


that we should not pursue Mr. Biggs’ suggestion 
(Print) any further, and that we shd- inform him that 

we are grateful for the suggestion mde in his 
tele No. 52 but consider that in the circumstances 
the shipping companies shd- be made regonsible 


for the whole procedure from start to nishe 


(How disposed of) 

C.QO. agree with all the above, 
and I hope that Finance Dept. can see thetr 
way to agreeing. An imuediate reply .is request- 
ed by Tamsui (Tamsui tel. No- 61 bn FC 1621720 ). 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.T.P.) 
FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grenthem) 


D. Sth Pebrusry, 21950. 
R. 5th “s * 07.350 bre, 


TMMEDIA PS. 
Roa. i222. Confidentiel. 


Your telegram No. 163 and famsui telegram 
Re. 52 to Foreign Office. 
A rb 2 & 
oe I am opposed to the suggestion in paragraph 
5 of Tansui telegram under refcrence since it might make 
unnecessary Complications. Applicants might try te go 
behind the backs of shipping companies and apply 
perscnally to Consul putting bim in a 2till more 
embarressing position. We ars @lready issuing re-entry 
permits here and it seems undesirable to introduce any 
new couplications. | 
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4.08 eDeMe 6th vw, 1950 
; A250-p.me6th Februssy” 1950: 


3556 fong Keng telegram No. 36 ef 
lary, repeated fer ike 


iM 
Your telegram No. 12¢ 


I have informed British Chamber ef Cemmerce and 
travel agencies and made announcement in press. I will 
cease accepting applications as from 8th February. 


2. Grateful for names of transportation agencies 
selected by you. | 


3. I assume final precedure will still depend on 
Foreign Office reply te my telegram No. 52 te Fereign 
Office which I had hoped would arrive before arrangements 
were completed. | 
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TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.T.P. ) 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


BD. 5th February, 1950. 
R. Sth ad 07.30 hres, 


° 


SMBBD LATE. ~ vG2y 


No. 121. Confidential. — sem pre sires eo aN, irene 


Actressec to Tamsui No. 12(please pass) 
Repeated ta g. af §. 
! FC 1621 4 


Your teli¢aram No. 29. 


Transportation agencics here have already 
neon informed of introduction of new procodare and 
Forms haye bean iasued to then. It is for them to 
infor: taeig branch in FPormaoga, No further action by 
you 14 BMOPEL OPS weCeasary except to inform any 


eppiigemts fo: vices that they shewid apply through 
EVeneSOFLabLen agereies. 


td 


agsumed thet you wiil continue as 
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?| bettors LO csal wath vise arplisationa for other 
| Poereignsrea. arc 3. 


‘C Wie 1288 Kent G&G Fore legen OFPiGge fer 
TRANsMLBeion ta Tamsai., ) 
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Minutes. 


It is a pity that the submiss- 


ion of these pebans has been delayed, §@peiaie. 
' 


Washington have now sent a % 
further appeal to Hong Kong, in the absence 4 
of any news ( Washington tel. No. 621:/ ae) = 
and Hong Kong will doubtless inform them of * 
the positione But we shd- let Washington know | 
of the trouble we have taken and the dnifficult- | 
ies we have encountered. 4 


Tian 


As I read the corr'ce, the presz- | 
ent concession applies only to the 25 students : 
at prevent waiting for visas and hot to the 
remainder, and the Americans are not likely 
to be impressed with this bifid - But tactically 
I think it wd- be unwise to re-open the 
question with the C.Q. nowe We shd- wait 
until the 25 have got to Hong Kong and ( one 
hopes ) passed on to Macao and China, and then 
return to the charge, if necessary. 


It might be better that Sir 
W. Strang shd. at the present stage not 


ae eipengnre teeta 

ee expréss either satisfaction or dissatisfact- | 

1 one T a! gry rg e 
®@ Washington explaining the situation. 
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Cypher/OTP 


— ee TO FOREIGN OFFICE 

Sir F, or ar 

Ho. 2/6 4 9,05 SeMe 2nd Ahh 1950 
CONFIDENTIAL (Fei26/ 


Address sed QO none Cong eles am NC + OL TS" 


Febru repeated for information to Fore gn Office 
aot Betine to P.C.0. New York. i S 
vp Felealfy Fler 


This subject has been discussed with State 
Department at considerable length, and it appears 
that Portuguese are now willing to give Macao transit 
visas of these students, I should be glad to learn 
whether, in the event of its not being possible to 
arrange for American vessels to go direct to Macao, 
you would permit transshipment of students at Hong 
Kong. I assume that students could be shepherded 
on to Macao-bound ferry boat and need not enter Hong 
Kong. 


Your telegram No, 3. 


fa - i ae 4 aie ta — het , . a ~ ’ ~~ ‘ see. — 
PERN Le eS PS Ee ae? een. “tors 
Me: Pe mn es . a x ? E . 7 * 


* Gite ee : * Y. a oa ‘4 


2. I hope that some such arrangement can be 
made in view of political aspect, In putting your 
views to State Department, use was made of 3rd 
sentence of paragraph 3 of your telegram under 
reference, but State Department did not take this 
too well, "since it implied in their minds an element 
of discrimination against United States consulate, 
si also feel that it will be much more difficult to 

ain situation to Congress if there is a flat 
retesal of all visas, than if some are sihsealsie as 
experiment, 


3.  Tientsin is regarded as an unsatisfactory 
sort of entry, since most of the students come from 
uth or Central China, There are in any case very 
few ships plying between United States and Tientsin, 
and cost of arranging for a = ship" is considered 
to be prohibitive, 


. Foreign Office siiiies pass to Hong ssa as my 
telegram i. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 
for transmission to Hong Kong] 
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Confidential. 6/2: 
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In your letter of the 18th. 
Draft. "4%. January you expressed the hope that the Chinese 
students now in the U.S. could be sent back to 


Sir Thomas Lloyd,| 
China vis_ Tientsin or, alternatively, that 


on 
they could, imumitataxgrens/arrival in Hong 
Kong, be transferred direct to a China-bound 


K.C.B., K-C.M.G. 
C.0. 


from | 
charter shipe 


Bee _ HLM. Ambassador at Washington, 
eee of which I enclose a copy, now 


Sir W. Strang 


MARGIN. 


reports that the State Dept. see objections to 
both these courses-e However, as you will see, 


the Portuguese authorities have AS@ agreed to 


IN THIS 


issue transit visas through Macao to these 
studenis, and the problem will be solved af 
the Governor of *ong Kong agrees, in BKK mf 
mememmiing the event of a U.S. vessel being 
unable to go direct to Macao, to permit 

| tratehiveent in Hong Konge 

As you know, ‘ws are anxious 


tm not to appear uncooperative with the Americans 
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about this mtter, and I hope that the Governor 
will be able to agree to what, from this end, - 
seems a reasonable compromise proposal. 


—* ceo EP 
LETTER DESPA 
BIR WILLIAM STP 


(89280) W4t.28560/191 200,000 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


7th February, 1950. 


In your letter of the 16th January you expressed 
the hope that the Chinese students now in the United 
states ¢ could be sent back to China via Tientsin or, 
alternatively, that they eould, on arrival in 
Hong Kong, be tranaferred direct to a China-bound 
charter ship. 


H.M. Ambessador at Washington, in a telegram of 
ee ee ee sateen tose ooupeees 
theese courses. 

a 


we are anxious not to -s agoed 
enneamuanee an with the Americans about this matter, and 
I hope that the Governor will be able to agree to what, 
from this end, secms a reasonable compromise propogal. 


WILLIAM STRANG. 


f Sir Thomas Lloyd, K.CeBe, KeGoMeG., Co. 
: Colomal — Sffree 


CoLoNniAL O Ks 4 te 


CHURCH Housk, 


Great SmitH Street, 8.W.1 a 1 
a 


3th tiaiscinin' cel co 


ae. Sen | 

Lloyd authorised én issue 
of the enclosed letter and 
telegram last night, but 
unfortunately is away from the 
Office sick to-day. I am 
Sending the letter over unsigned 
as I expect you would prefer to 
have it without delay. 


Private Secretary. 


M. Ge ve JOY, BSd @ 4 M. Ge 


CoLoniaAL OFFICE, 
CuHuurcuH House, 
Great SmitH STREET, S.W.1. 


9th er 


-? tg ert ys ~~ 
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ire (be xy : 

Thank you for your letter of the 7th February 
about the Chinese students wishing to return home 
from America to China. I quite appreciate your 
anxiety that we should be cooperative with the 
Americans, and I enclose a copy of a telegram 
which I have sent personally to Grantham expressing | 
the hope that he will be able to fall in with the 


Ambassador's suggestion in the telegram of which 
you sent me a copy. 


(T. I.K. LLOYD) 


oir William Strang,KCB. ,KCMG. ,MBE. 


COPY. 


a RO 


Telegram from Sir Thomas Lloyd to . 
Sir Alexander Grantham, Governor, Hong Kong. 
Dated 8th February,1950. 


— a. ———————————— 


Following from Lloyd for amar Begins. 
v Wi Ke 


Washington telegram No74 repeated to you 
as Colonial Office telegram No.165. 


Transit visas for Chinese students. | 


bores Office are anxious not to appear 
unco-operative in this matter and trust that 
Portuguese offer of transit visas for Macao 
will enable you similarly to grant these 
students facilities to gpa at Hong Kong 
in. manner proposed in the event of a United 
States vessel being unable to go direct to 
Macao. We very much hope you can see your 
way to concurring in this compromise proposal. 
Please telegraph decision. Ends. 


et 


W/ 


This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is s authorised. 
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PROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


D. llth February 1950. 
R, llth 4: 08.40 hres. 


_~ JMMEDIATE 
Bao bal 24-B 
No. 148 Confidential fa 
Your telegram No. 185. 


Visas for Chinese Students. : 


As a special case, t: agree to issue of 
transit visas for 25 students mentioned in 
Washington telegram No. iN to me in order to show 
co-operation to United Staltes ea yee ' 

OC |) 
2s I mst, however, make it lear that giving 
transit visas to Macao is really no answer since 
students are likely at once to return to Hong Kong. 
This has happened already in other cases, 


3. I should like earliest Warning of arrival 
of these students so that arrangements can be made 
to ensure that they proceed to Macao. 


nein: —~ 


Copies sent to:= 


Foreign Office _—C -Mr. P.D.Coates 
—" Control Office ~ Mr, P.L.Rex 


e — yy 
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oat [pet 
Your Ref.F.C. 2s“. ihn Fone : fs ee 
C.0. Ref. 95112/105/50. | 


Leon Spra 


In Lloyd's temporary absence, x 
write with reference to your letter to him of 
the 7th February about the Chinese students 
Wishing to return home from the United States. 
I enclose a copy of Grantham's reply to 
Lloyd's telegram of the 8th February, a copy 
of which we sent you. 


A ITT 


You will see that he agrees to allow 
the 25 students now waiting at San Francisco to 
have transit visas for Hong Kong on the under- 


standing that they will be properly documented 
for their onward journey via Macao, 


We hope that this cmecession will be 
@ source of satisfaction to the State Depart- 
ment, and that the Hong Kong authorities will 
be given the longest possible notice of the 6 
date on which these students may be expected to | 
arrive in the Colony, so that all necessary 2 
arrangements may be made for their journey to 
Macao, 


INWARD TELEGRAM 
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oe document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
Typex- 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


D. llth February 1950. 
R. 11th " 08, LO hrs. 


IMMEDIATE 
148 Confidential 
Your telegram No. 185. 
Visas for Chinese Students. 


As a special case, 1 agree to issue of 
transit visas for 25 students mentioned in 
Washington telegram No. 4 to me in order to show 
co-operation to United States Government. 


2. I must, however, make it clear that giving 
transit visas to Macao is really na answer since 
students are likely at once to return to Hong Kone. 
This has happened already in other cases, 


x I should like earliest warning of arrival 
of these students so that arrangements can be made 
to ensure that they proceed to Macao. 
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A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


75,000 6/47 


(38654) Wt.14696/147 


In your absence Jeffri “a enouch to 
write Ay me (95112/108/50) hth February 
about the Chinese students wishing to return to 
Chine from the United States vie Hong Kong. 


The gist of Hongkeng telegram Ko. 46, which 
he enclosed in his letter, has been passed to — 
H.M. Embassy in Washington, who will inform the 
State Department. 


WILLIA! 


Sir Thomas Lioyd, K.C.B., K.C.l.@. 
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Distribution :— 
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Security classification ...... 
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Addressed ito ... 


telegram NO. cece (date) 


repeated for information to.. 


lof 
ae ish 
Your telegram No- 10 to Hong Kong. 

Lot the 2Oth. Februmyy/ - Chinese students 
returning to China. 

Feitowing—persenat frem-shatteek 
for-Graves « 

You will probably by now have 
received a reply from Hong Kong stating that 
as a special case transit visas through Hong 
Kong will be issued to the 25 atudents now 
waiting in San Francisco. | 
Le ee . £6 we read the xtaingx correspond- 
ence this concession does not extend to the | ; 
remainder of the 900 stuients who my subsequentty 
desire Hong Kong transit Ves) you shd. 
know that wmxteememinnine = oii: var : . 

Ww the Govern or ( a 
even this smet concession kes ees J 
only after the ee of the Permanent 
Under-Secy- of the C ot usa bean reques teé Tr 
%q Sir W. Strang. 
Se S Our feeling is that it wde be 
tactically. better no t gepeat not to re-open the 3 
ques tion with the cto and the Governor at present. 


If the Present 25 do not attempt. to remain i ; 
: ' subsequently a 
S we shall be in a better position/to 4 


pr ess ‘tor transit visas for the remainder » : 
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ruary, 1950. D. 8.50 Pem. 25rd February, 1950. 


Your telegram No. 10 te Hong Keng. [of the 20th 
February]. Chinese students returning to China. 


You will prebably by new have received a reply from 
Hong Keng stating that as a special case transit visas — 


through Heng Keng will be issued te the 25 students new 
waiting in San Francisce, 


2. As we read the cerrespendence this concessien dees 
net extend te the remainder ef the 900 students whe 
may subsequently desire Heng Keng transit visas, but 
yeu sheuld knew that the Geverner made even this 
cencessien enly after the interventien ef the Permanent 
Under-Seeretary ef the Celenial Office at the request 
ef Sir W. Strang. 


3. Our feeling is that it weuld be tactically better 
net (repeat net) te re-epen the questien with the 
Celenial Office and the Geverner at present. If the 
present 25 de net attempt te remain in Heng Keng we 
shall be in a better pesitien subsequently te press 
fer transit visas fer the remainder. 
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Visas for former Nationalist efficials, 


Yeur telegram Ne. 656° 


I suggest that recognitien ef the Peeple's 
Gevernament has se materially altered the circumstances 
that all such cases.as that referred te in paragraph 2 


ef yeur telegram wider reference sheuld new be 
recensidered and autherity fer issue ef visas retracted 
pending recensideratien. 
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Your telegram No, 454 [of 11th February: Visas for 
former Nationalist officials]. 


To the best of our knowledge case referred to in 
pexperers 2 of my telegram No. is the only one of its 
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PRIORITY 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 7! 
February, repeated for information to Hong Kong, 


Your telegram No. 64, poe" 


Assurance given that persons named in paragraph 1 will 
be admitted, 


4 


a 
* 


2. General assurance has also been given that all former 
| Giplomatic and consular personnel together with their families — 
' returning through British territory will be admitted to Formosa. | 
Provincial Government wish to be notified in each case, however, | 
sO pe local immigration authorities may be informed before 
arriv Le | | Sis 


8. Delay is regretted, 
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Far Eastern Department Mr, Dening 
: Head of Far Eastern Department. | 


a ee 


(de athe AP ellen? aoa bab ip devady 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


i 
= 
a 
= 


eee eS are 


capa sand te ae re 
e a (a > : : \/ : “~ 4 5 
og | wey GE ore ‘et, oF 


DIVISION. 


NOTHING TO BE 


OESPATCHE® 


F.&S. 


& 


(61). F.&S. 
1) 


146 
3/47 (6 


» 


. 
37 100m 9 
148 (2) 75m. 


4. AOD ae Ri Me a RR Aiba , eo . P - 


7 %, 


elit etn te wy i 
te Sle che ay 
etme - 
Se a Nh trae de nas os -_ 
rowtchdings 1 ee eb cts 
. an 


2°00 Ge tle ie en tae 


—- ONoge wee a — et ite ¥ 
tie Me Hy Cie bay rs - fore Cate a> eteranemtes stew een ne « RN apt: eee tc len tein ca, 
s Anette. ' 
aaa — 


z 
| 
4 
<q 
= 
a 
oe 
jun 
z 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


IN THIS 


MARGIN. 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. 


N CCTrean a 


MARGIN. 


TEN IN THIS 


FOREIGN OFFICE, &.Wele 


Df Jt 1et March, 1950. 


(FO 1/21/26) 


\ oS 
Naf | 
eon IM 
I write to confirm our telephone conversation | a 


of the eth February about Nationalist former diplomatic 4 
and consular personel in treusit through Hougkong en route @ 
for Formosa. i 


Bese. 

> (la 
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Tamsui telegram Noe 71, of Which copies were 4 
sent to you aid RRCLORG, reported that the Provincial 3 
Authorities of Formosa «ished to be informed of the = 
im ending arrivai of such persons in each case, so that ie 
the local immigration eutinorities might be informed in 
advancé. «after discussing tie questiou with our Passport 
Control Vepartment, I came to the conclusion that for a 
wumber of reasons it would not be sati:factory for Visae 
issuiug officers to notify our Consulate in Tamsui each 

time thet @ Netionalist official asked for a Hong Kong 
trrusit visa. To name o.ly one objection, the informetic:: 
apoocut the date of arrival of such rersons would probetly 

be so vague as to be of very little use. 


‘hat I sugvest therefore is that, if neither 
you nor Hong Kong see any objection, the Governmeut of 4 
Hong Kong should .otify our Consulete on Formosa, as scon | 
ene a Netionalist official enters the Colony. I understecid 
that in the United Kingdom we would be immediately sare 
(through our immigration authorities) of the arrival of 
such people, aud I imagine that this appiies egueily, or 
more so, in Hong Konge 


Fit LBeeece 
Re Ce Cade, SS Oe gi. B.E, , 
Colonial Office. 


It is true that if the Chinese concerned 
are able to tranship to Formosa iimediately on arrival 
in Hong Kong, the Formosa: authorities may receive 
notification only at the last moment, but I do not think 
that this is a serious drawback, aid I imagine that it 
is unlikely to occur often. 


I shall be grateful if you will let me 
know in due course whether the suzgested procedure is 
approvede I am sending you this letter in duplicate, in 
case you want to pass a copy to Radford. 


any henaaly, 


(S.A (N.C.C. Trench) 


_ @, 7" 95412/1 08/50 8 W c 2 
Saving. .,. 
Frome Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


To the Officer Administering'the Governmen 
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Chinese diplomats en route for Formosa 


I enclose a copy of a letter from the tek Office, 
ee together with a copy of the Tamsui telegram Noe 71 of the 
16th February, suggesting that it would prove convenient if 
notification of the intended arrival of any former Nationalist 
diplomatic and Consular personnel could be communicated 


to the British Consulate, Formosa, by the Hong Kong immigration 
authoritiese 


Grateful if you would consider this suggestion and 
inform me whether you can so arrangée 
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To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Copied to British Consul, "ormosa, 


From the Governor, Hong Kong. 
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Your savineran No.2/75 of l/th Marc. 

Chines: cinlomats en route for Formosc, 

Arrer.gerenats will be made wherever oo«sible 
to infor: the trit sh Consulete, Mormosa, of the intended 
arrival in sorcesa oo: Any former tlationslist Gplomatic 
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16th February, 1950 R. 2.57 pom. 16th February, 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Hong Kong telegram No, 41 of 
16th Penrepry. repeated for information to Foreign Office. 


M , 
Your telegram No, 1 to Foreign Office. re < a | ig 


Chinese travelling to Hong Kong, 


I have retained discretion mentioned in paragraph 1 
of telegram under reference to issue visas without 
reference in cases of extreme importance and urgency to 
V.I.P's as I assume you do not wish this discretion to be 
delegated to Chinese travel agencies. I will of course 
telegraph the names of those concerned in each case, 


Zs Please confirm that this is in order, 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as my 
telegram No. 41. 


[Copy sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for 
repetition to Hong Kong]. 
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Cypher/OTP : -_ DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir F. Hoyer Millar, 
No, 621 . D. 7.15 pom. 20th February, 1950 


20th February, 1950. R. 3.10 pom 21st February, 1950 
ly 7.0: 
| /F¥ v1 
Addressed to Hong Kong telegram No.10 of 20th 
February, repeated for information Ao Foreign at} 
ra 


and Saving to P.C.0. New me’ ae 62% 
Chinese students: my telegram No.4. 


Memorandum has been received (cepy by bag) in 
which United States Government urgently requests recon- 
sideration with a view to "permit transit to China 
through Heng Keng for those students for whom such a 
way will previde a return toe their homes with greatest 
despatch", State Department are still investigating 
how far it would be feasible to send students by ahether 
route but unfortunately only ships plying direct from 
here to Tientsin are passenger-carrying cargo vessel 
limited to twelve passengers and even these leave 
infrequently. I should be grateful for very early 
reply to my telegram under reference. This Embassy 
has been under steady pressure on this subject during 
last six weeks. 


Fereign Office please pass to Heng Keng as my 
telegram No.10, 


[(Cepies sent to Telegraph Section Celenial Office 
for transmission te Heng Keng]. | 
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From the Governor, Hong Kong. __-. 
Date.....9......... Maras .1950........... 


Lb... QQNPIDENTT AL. 


ace ae 


Your confidential letter No. 4 of 20th February, 
1950. 


Hong Kong Transit Visas for Chinese Students. 


You have already been informed of our agreement 
to permit trensit visas for 25 students to be ismed, 
(my telegram No. 148 to the Secretary of State of the 
lith February, subsequently copied to you by the 
Secretary of State). I think that we must await the 
result of this trial. Before giving any further 
assistance to additional students I should in any 
case like to know their places of origin in China - 
by provinces « so that I can estimate how many are 
genuinely likely to continue their journey home if 
they cone first to Hong Kong and how many would he 
likely to get stuck or to renain by choice, 
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hat / 4 on rge Affaizes . 
Majesty’s » at ashington presents his 
cOHipls nts to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under- 
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Washington, D. C. ‘nce Re ge afotopoe 


| 20th February, 194 50. 
Reference to previous correhpondence: Washington telegram No. 10 
addressed to Hong Kong dated 20th February, 1950, 
(repeated to Foreign Office as No.621) 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Department of State, Hong Kong Transit Visas 
Washington, D.06., for Chinese Students. 
February 3» 1950 . 


(3 copies) 


(Copies hess also been sent to Passport 


Control Officer, New York and Hong 


Kong ° ) 


CONFIDENTIAL 

There are at present in San Francisco a number of Chinese 
students who have completed their studies in this country and 
are desirous of returning to their homes. The most expeditious 
means is via Hong Kong. 

Some time ago, at the behest of this Government, an official 
of the British Enbassy made representations to the authorities in 
Hong Kong requesting that they consider for a trial period the 
feasibility of relaxing entrance restrictions to enable the 
students to return home and to relieve this Government from 
the expense of supporting them in San Francisco. The necessary 
funds for their subsistence would have to be drawn from the 
appropriation authorized for their education and travel. These 
funds are rapidly being expended and it is feared that theremay 
soon be nothing with which to support them or pay their return 
passage. 

In the reply received, it was stated by the Hong Kong 
authorities that even if the original provisions on the issuance 
of visas were guaranteed there still existed the possibility that 
the students "could easily disappear by becoming absorbed in the 
present swollen population, and so remain in Hong Kong". Sub- 
sequently, the Department has learned that the Hong Kong 
authorities are refusing all requests for permission to pass 
through the city. In addition passports issued by the Nationalist 
Government are no longer recognized as valid and in their place 
affidavits are required. Certain of the statements on the affidavit 
may prove a further hindrance in expediting the students' return. 

This Government is currently undertaking a thorough 
investigation so that in every case that it is feasible to 
send the students by another route, or if it is possible to 
guarantee their onward passage by chartering a boat, howsoever 


their return may be effected, such means will be employed. 


/However, 


eis 
; 4. 

Hated — a Fe oa Seg icy at) ae 

SA Ry eee 1 Fe: - 


-2- 


However, for most of the students, who it is expected 


will be traveling in groups of not more than 20 or 25, 


Hong Kong will remain the shortest, most convenient 
route. 

The United States Government is greatly 
concerned about this matter. It urgently requests 
that the authorities in Hong Kong reconsider this 
matter and permit transit to China through Hong Kong 
for those students for whom such a way will provide 


a return to their homes with the greatest despatch. 


Department of State, 


Washington, February 13, 1950. 
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€ Sanctuary Buildings, 
: Great Smith Street, 
! g London, Selie1. 


¥ March, 1950. 
97510/15/50. 


HK/320/2. 


Dear Fry; 


I have consulted our Hong Kong and Ceneral 
Departments about assistance in obtaining visas 
for Hong Kong for Council atudents and visitors 
who wish to return to Chine via the Colony, sbout 
which you wrote to me on the 28th February. 


The position which Hong Kong wishes to 
avoid is being landed with peopie without means 
or without accommodation, which in the present 
circumatances is extremely difficult to obtain 
and very expensive. Apart from the question of 
overcrowding there is also the difficulty of 
arranging onward conveyance, and it is the case 
that eminent persona, including high ranking 
diplomats who have asked for transit facilities 
have refused to continue their journey after 
reaching Hong Kong. 


There are, of course, many other Chinese 
nationals in the same position as the people with 
whom the Council is concerned. #¢ appreciate 
thet the continued maintenance in this country of 
your visitora and students will be caveaing you 
embarrassment but we can see no way in which we 
can assist you to obtain visas, particularly as 
we learn that, contrary to the statement in the 
first sentence of the telegram enclosed with your 
letter, all reavests of thin kind have been 
referred by the Passpert Office to the Hong Kong 
authorities for decision. 

/Your 


R.M. FRY, ESQ. 


Your Hong Kong Representative may be 
able to convince the Governor that in each 
cage the individual can find temporary 
accomnodation and onward conveyance to their 
avowed deatinations, in which case he 
may be prepared. to reconsider the matter. 

The question of issite of visas to 
Hong Kong is however entirely a metter for 
the local authorities. 


Yours sincerely, 


~ 
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* * 


A. J. SOMERTON )> 


P POT oy, 
U N C 


CHARTER 


H.M. THE KING 


3 HANOVER STREET, LONDON, W.1. 


Telegrams : Britcoun, Wesdo. London Telephone : MAY fair 8484 


2sth February, 1950. 
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°. Biggs is of course unaware that the 
institution of stringent controls on the entry 
of Chinese into Hong Fong from Communist Opina 
is imminente It therefore seems most unlikely 
that the Governor is in fact contemplating 
relaxing restrictions on entry from Formosa. 

We have asked the CB. , however, to make it 
clear to the Governor that there must not be any 
such relaxation in view of the action to be take 
against entrants from Communist Chinae As soon 
aS we get a copy of the telegram despatched by 
the C.0. we shde explain to Mr. Biggs what has 
happenedy and why we cannot support his. plea. 


Ee ks laa 


As regards the forced purchase of bonds, we 
have recently asked tmx our Embassy at Washington 
to express our thanks for the efforts made on 
our behalf in this connexion by Mr. Biggs’ U.S. 
colleaguee We must hope that this will stimulate 
him tnto further action on our behalf. 
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CONFIDENTIAL f ¢ 024 | 


Addressed to Hong Kgng telegram No. 67 of 27th March. 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office, 


My telegram No. 111 to Foreign Office paragraph 4. 
Visas for Hong Kong. 


There are many rumours locally that restrictions on 
Chinese travelling to Hong Kong from Formosa are to be 
lifted, 


2, If this is so or if existing regulations are to 
be modified I should be grateful for notification as far 
in advance as possible so that I can myself inform the 
Provincial Authorities and extract appropriate quid pro 
quo concessions on behalf of British ARSOREE SS « 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed One] 


Cypher/OTP 
FC 1621/32 DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


Secret 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO T AMSUI 


No, 127 
5th April, 1950. D. 3.30 pom. 5th Aprid, 1950. 


SECRET 
Addressed to Tamsui t 127 of 5th April 


Repeated for information to Peking and 
Hong Kong. 


Your telegram No. 111 [of the 23rd, March: controls 
on Chinese entering Hong Kong from Formosa], 


The Governor of Hong KOng has recently represented 
that immigration control measures must shortly be 
introduced to cover Chinese entering Hong Kong from the 
mainland of China and from Macao. You will see from C.0,. 
telegram No. 475 to Hong Kong that agreement has been 
given in principle. 


2, The introduction of these measures will not be 
liked by the Chinese Government, and any relaxation of 


controls on Chinese entering Hong Kong from Formesa would 


obviously be most impolitie; at the present moment. 
(c.f. Paragraph 3 of Colonial Office telegram). 
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See with FC 1621/31. 


i A restriction on freedom of movement 


between China and Hong Kong is directly contrary 
to the economic interests of Hong Kong, and it 
can be safely assumed tnat the Governor wd. 


never propose such restriction unless the security 


of Hong Kong ur 
of course, that 
ing a small place and there must be a limit to 
the number of persons who Ban be accommodated 
in the available spaece.e It has long been feared 
that this limit wd- be reached, and the question 
of imposing restrictions has been sSonsidered pn 
Several occasions& 


ntly required ite The fact ia, 


in the last resort the Governor might have to 
take the most drastic steps to preventan (4%, C 
influx. In this connexion it will be noteg’ 0 

from F.0. letter to C.0. in F 17601/16210/10-— 
1949 that we attach great importance to full 

consultation with the Portuguese authorities in 
Macao, and this point seens to be covereé by 
parae 2 (c) of the Governor's Pan ee 1621/31. 


Le The present position as regards 
entry of Chinese fpom the Aninese mainland 
£ is indicated in F 6521/1103/10--1949. The 
Immigrants Control Ordinance provides mex thet 
all persons entering Hong Kong taxearrx shade 
carry travel documents, but regulations issued 
under the Ordinance provide that Chimese . 
entering or leaving Hong Kong from or to a 


- destination in Gpina or Macao are exempted 


from this provisione All that is required in 
the legal sphere to institute controls over the 
entry of Chinese from, the mainland is to 
remove this exemption. Administrative measures 
will of course be necessary on a large scale to 
enforce the controls when instituted. 


[Be 


ong Kong is geographically speak— 


( see pp- resting with F 19275/ 
——16210/10--1949 ), the F.0. always recognising that 


Se It shd. be noted in this connexion that 
in Novenber 1949 controls were instituted over the 
entry bnto Hong Kong of Chinese from areas controlled 
by the Nationalists ( iee. Formosa and Hainan). 

H.-M. Consul at Tamsui has recently telegraphed to 
say that rumours are prevalent that these controls ar 
to be lifted. The Governor has not yet had time to 
comment, but I feel confident that the rumours will 
prove he es quite without foundation. 


Cr 

4e N is of considerable importance that 
the mares Claim that xitamaxkx Chinese have a right 
to enter|or settle in Hong Konge It will be seen | 
from 14333/154 FT and see also F 172238/154/10- 
1948 and F 501/1548/1949 ) thet this claim has been 
very carefully examined, that we agreed that 
a prescriptive right of this nature cde not be established. 
Nevertheless the Chinese are certain to raise this 
point with use When the controls referred to in parde 
o above were instituted we got an immediate protest 
from the Chinese A;bassador in London ( F 18305/1621d/ 
10-~1949 )- \ pan DP 


5e I am inclined to think that Mr. Hutchison 
underestimates the strength of the reaction Which may 
be expected from the Chinese Govte when controls are 
imposed. Neverhteless it is quite clear that @ 

flooding of Hong Kong by hordes of refugges cannot 
be permitted, and in principle we must certainly conc 
in the Governor's proposalSe. 


ae This is however the worst possible moment 
to do anything of this sorte I feel confident that 
. the action proposed wde be a large spanner thrown 
into the works of the discussions now proceeding 
in Peking, and that we shd. make every effort to 
get piblic announcement of the measures to be taken 
postponed for two or three weeks, in the hope that 
our discussions in Peking will by then have reached | 
a conclusion. Mr. Hall of the C.0. suggested to me 
orally that the necessary administrative arrangement 
wade take some time es; Sarr The best answer 
from our point of view to the Governor's telegram 
wde Seem to be that wm approval i@ given in principl 
to the institution of con stint insihx Ine fe 
THEM sun KM AY moe and that he is welc 
to make all such preli arations as can be 
made without publicityg £t is much hoped however 
that a Beginxkex public definition of policy cén be 
.- avoided until the present discussions in Peking are 
concluded, and as there are nowx indications ( i-ee 
the reply given to the Indians) that these discussions 
may not be prolonged much longer it is earnestly hopefi 
that action can be deferred for two or three weeks 
without endangering Hong Kong's security; in any 
case prior intimation to the Chinese authorities in 
Peking by H.M. Charg@ d'Affaires is essential We 
Shde, when a reply is agreed, explain to Mr. Hutchison, 


with ref'ce to his parae 2, that the legal action 
required will be the removal of a present exemption 
applying only to ‘hinese. 


Te | Publicity shd-, I suggest, be confined to 
points (a) and (c) in para. 3 of the sk tele 
. ? im 
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Mr. Hutchison 


No. 183 D. 10.52 a.m, 28th March, 1950. 
28th March, 1950. R, 11.11 a.m. 28th March, 1950. 


TMEDIATE 


_ CONFIDENTIAL 


_ 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 185 of March 28th 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong and Singapore. 


Hong Kong telegram No. 314 te Colonial Oftfice. 
Iumigration Contrel, — Neel Car 21 


-I should of course prefer that such action were 
deferred as it would probably prevoke unfavourable reaction 
here, I. doubt .hewever whether it would go further than 
comment. in. the. press... 


2. $I hope that every endeavour will be made to ensure 
that any necessary legislative measures, executive orders 
and publicity are expressed as far as possible in general 
terms and net specifically aimed against the Chinese. | 


3. I should like te have full particulars some days 
befere any such actien is taken in erder te be able te 
give Ministry ef Foreign Affairs prier notice and a suitable 
explanation. 
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Your telegram No. 31h. hs at. cd 
I agree in principle to proposed 


 } eontrols, 


a 


2 tne duscussions now proceeding in Peking : 


appear however to be nesring completion and — 
if you see no objection jit would help if 
preliminary preparations for wg «2 rels could 


eel ra © Wynn rn brn un} 


pe mage was pot Public ity and /actual 


implementation, deferred for 2 or 3 weeks. 


IP bn a Van Ce } \ ed Ayn \y 8? tn 


Please report) date fixed for fe aiheathen of 


controls/so that prior bi es een Ps given 
to Chinese authorities in peline a ue 
consider that no reason for oni should 

be advanced publicly other than that in | 
paragraph 3(8)_ of your telegram under reference. : | 

3- Tamsui telegran No. 67 to you. Removel | 

of restrictions on Chinese from Formosa just 

when they are to be imposed on Ghinese from 
mainland would be most impolitic. Please 


confirm that reported rumours are unfounded, 


F)w/ 
Colonial Office, FE £2! 34 


The Church House, 


Great Smith Street 
My Reference 54.064,/58/50- S.W. le 


Your Reference 40th 


March, 1950. 
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I attach a draft telegram to the Governor, 
Hong Kong about the immigration control. I 
should be grateful if you will let me know as 
soon as possible if you agree with it. 
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(ReE. Radford. ) 
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Your telegram No. 18% fof the 28th. 


March: entry of Chinese into Hong Kong/. 

You wilt SCA from C.0.. telegram nd 
to Hong Kong that-the Governor has been asked 
whether he can for a short period defer any 
publie a¢w@ouncement of the: measures cantemp-= 
Blatede ee ee nen iat 
2. Your para. 25 The 1949 Immigrants 


Control Ordinance : provides: for controls on 


all vepeat all persons entering Hong Konge 
ations ~ issued under the 
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| dD. 1. 23 pem 5th April, 1950. 
4th April, 1950. 


\ddressed to Peking telegram No. 292 of 4th April 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


Your telegram No. 183 [of the 28th March: entry of 
Chinese into Hong Kong]. 


You will have seen from Colonial Office telegram 
No. 475 to Hong Kong that the Governor has been asked 
whether he can for a short period defer any publie 
announcement of the measures contemplated. 


2. Your paragraph 2. The 1949 Imnigrants Control 
Ordinance provides for controls on all (repeat all) 
persons entering Hong Kong. At present regulations issued 
under the Ordinance exempt from certain provisions of the 
Ordinance, notably from the obligation to carry valid 
travel documents, Chinese entering or leaving the Colony | 

from or to a destination in China or Macao. The institution | 
of the proposed controls on Chinese would therefore bring — 
the treatment of Chinese into line with the treatment of 
other nationals. 


Par Rastern , —_ 
Passpoxt Control Department 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM NANKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 

ue. North D. 1. 5 p.m. 30th March, 1950, 

No, 22/7 

30th March, 1950, R. 1.28 p.m. 30th March, 19565 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 227 of March 50th 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong, — (Ss. 219 43) 


[? Reference omitted], : aoe NB _wy 


I shall be grateful for confirmation that instructions 
in your telegram under reference do not refer to Chinese 
entering Hong Kong from the mainland, According to 
Hong Kong telegray No, 1264 to Secretary of State for 
the Colonies as are only required for Chinese entering 
the Golony from Formosa, Hainan or overseas, 


$ 17601] /6210{ 7° 
Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as my telegram 
No, 27. 


[copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office. 
for repetition to Hong Kong], 
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Addressed to Nanking 


telegram No&ka. (date) 4; wag : 


Your a no. 227 re S0t. Ierch: visas 

i OI’ Hong Kong - of. (not repeated +o—Centon) 

You are correct in supposing that instructions 
contained in my bes. ah 82 (not ) 
G0 not Frere: to Chinese enteling Hong Kong 
from the mé inlend. 
2. %In this connexion, you should know thet 
ANEXREXEXREXXEKEXEEEE it is the intention os 
tue Governor of Hong Kong to. Phewkeastray 
the lst May the regulation exemptiénf Chinese. . 
entering the colomyTrom the mainlend from tke. 
introduce control over arrivals from the 
mainland by revoking as from the-~ lst May the 


ak 


regulation exempting them from the provisions 


A 
of the Imnigration Control Ordinance , 1944. 


3. Control will admittedly not be veiy effective, 


and is mainly aimed at limiting the numbei's 


enter ing the colony daily at given points, anda 
these 
ete/xRB numbers pkxthoxe to the numbers 
of those leaving. No system of pel mit is 


‘contemletes at this eat 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of this measure on oe : | 
the 27th April, explaining thet its introduction | 
is due ‘to the serious. overerowding in th@ Colony, 
with its attendant risks of fire, water shortage, | | 
and danger to health. ae , | 
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Repeated for information to Canton 
Shanghai 


Your atrrin No. 227 {of 30th March: visas 


for Hong Kong] (not repeated). 


You are dorrect in supposing that instructions 
contained in my telegram No. 82 (not repeated) do not 
réfer’ to Chinese entering Hong Kong from the mainland. 


2. In this connexion, you should know that it 
is the intention of the Governor of Hong Kong to introduce 
control over arrivals from the mainland by revoking 
as from lst May the regulation at present exempting 
them from the provisions of the rere en Control 
Ordinance, 1919, 


3. Control will admittedly not be very effective, 
and is mainly aimed at limiting the! numbers entering 
the Golony daily at given points, and at relating these 
numbers to the numbers of those leaving. No system 
of permit is qonteyplet. a@ at this stage. 


4. His Majesty's Chargé d' Affaires is informing 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of this measure on 
ap oes en ba that vil introduction is due to 
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According to Telegram section, 
receipt of F.0. telegram Noe 292 at 0308 hours on the 
6th April. 


Ze I have now discussed the question of prior 
notice to the Chinese with Mr. Radford (C.0.). He 
agrees that the notice given should be brief and that 
explanation should be @onfined to the lines 

Suggested for publicity in Hong Kong, which I see now — 
is solely to deal with the problem of overcyowding , 

not on the temporary nature of the measurese™ Orr t Lad! 
auyyied above . 


360 Draft telegram submitte 


rg 


(N.C.C. Trench) 
lth April, 1950. 
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Mr. Hutehison 4 
No. 283 D. 8.18 a.m. 11th April, 1950. § 
11th April, 1950. R. 8.50 a.m. 11th April, 1950. E 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 283 of 


11th April. 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


Hong Kong telegram No. 332 to Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. ; 


Immigration control, 


Has it proved possible to meet the point submitted } | 
in paragraph 2 of my telegram No, 1837~*¢'62; 22 | 


1950 
| we? be Q 2. +#4jjWill it be possible for me to give Ministry 
.. a! *, “Of ‘Foreign Affairs prior notice and explanation, 
s x 
| ~ Yopy 
DISTRIBUTED 10 ADVANGE COPIES 


Far Eastern Department Mr. Dening 
W/ Head of Far Eastern Dept. 
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telegram N 0 98 (date) LY 4 ; 


repeated for information to..... HONG. KONG 


Repeat to :— we: Your telegram No. 283 /of the 11th 
oO. 


Cc 
. HONG... KONG... April: Inmigration control in Hong Kong/. 


MARGIN. 


Paragraph 1 of your telegram ,under 


“Seg 


: covered by 
peragraph 2 of my telegram No. 292,which we 


understand was received at Peking ol 0308 hours 


. ry on the 6th April. 
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line proposed i. publicity in Hong Kong, namely 
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emphasis on the overcrowding of the Colony, 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTVENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM TAMSUI TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His Majesty's Consul 


No. 130 D. 1.55 pom. 20th April, 1950. 
20th April, 1950. Re 3.55 pem. 20th April, 1950, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Visas for Chinese nationals travelling to Canada, 


I regularly receive requests from Canadian 
Immigration Authorities to issue visas to Chinese nationals 
travelling to Canada provided they possess valid passports, 


2. Should I, in my capacity as Canadian representative, 
issue such visas on these Nationalist passports or on 
affidavit? 


3. This problem may also arise in connexion with other 
Dominions which still recognise the Nationalists, 
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I enclose s copy of Tamsui telerram No. 130 
of the 20th April from which you will see that 
Biges wishes to know whether he should affix 
Canadian visas to Chinese Nationalist passports 
or to effidavits. 


As far as visas for the United Kingdom or 
for Colonial Territories are concerned our practice 
is to require holders of liationalist passporte 
to swear an affidavit before the Consular Officer 
issuins the visa, The visa is then affixed to 
the affidavit. I imagine that the answer to Bige'’s 
question is that since Canada still recognizes the 
Nat onalist regime he should issue visas for 
Canada on Jationalist passports. Perhans you 
would be good enough to find out from the Canacians 
if this is so? It would also be helrful if we 
knew what the Australian, New Zealand and South 
African Governments want our Consular Officers \ 
to do about this question; the remaining Commonwealth 
countries have of course recognized the Central 


People's Government and their practice will presurigb1y 
be in line with ours. 


4 . 


(s4) (K. R. Oakeshott) 


R. Ross, M.B.E. 
Commonwealth Relations Office. 
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E.A. COTE, ESQ., 
CANADA HOUSE. 


NeW LAMIDEY 3 ESQ. 3 
AUSTRALIA HOUSE. 


WeE. PRATT, ESQ., 
NEW ZEALAND GOVERIMENT 
OFFICES. 


J.B. MILLS, ESQ., 
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE. 


COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE, 
DOWNING STREET. 


|X May, 1950 ' 


Dear Cote, F 


lamidey, 
Pratt, 
Mills, 


The question has arisen as to 
whether United Kingdom Consuls when 
acting as the representatives of other 
Commonwealth countries should issue 
visas to Chinese nationals on Chinese 
Nationalist passports. 


As far as visas for the United 
Kingdom or for United Kingdom Colonial 
Territories are concerned it is the 
practice to require holders of 
Nationalist passports to swear an 
affidavit before the Consular Officer 
issuing the visa. The visa is then 
affixed to the affidavit. 


We should be grateful to know 
whether the | 


to 1 only) Canadian 4 
ioe Australian a 


© 4: * New Zealand 
i. South Africa 


authorities desire that United Kingdom 
Consuls when acting as representatives 
of the 


to 1 only) Government of Canada 4 
en ' " Australia 3 
"3 " " New Zealand | 
Ae = " the Union of 
South Africa 


/should 
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should issue visas for 


(t Canada 
Aus tralia. 
New Zealand 
South Africa 


on Chinese Nationalist passports,’ 


Yours sincerely, 
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Commonwealth Relations Office, 
Downing Street, 
London, S SW. 1. 


4 ( o/1950 


DS 33873/1/33 5m 4/50 DL sre: CeReO. 5a. 


P. & 17/25 27th September, 1950. 


Dear Miss Williams, 


I am now able to let you have a reply 
to Mr, Ashford'’s letter to me, No. P. 2580/17 of the 
i2th August. 


The Union authorities concerned desire 
me to say that there is no objection to British 
Consuls adopting the procedure employed by the 
United Kingdom in issuing visas for the Union to 
Chinese nationals on Chinese Nationalist passports. 
The visas issued should be affixed to the sworn 
affidavit made before the Consular Officer issuing 
the visa. 


it would be appreciated if United Kingdom 
Passport Officers could be reminded, however, that 
such visas may only be granted if the necessary 
authority has been obtained from the Union's 
Department of the Interior. 


Yours sincerely, 


iiss MW. M. Williams, 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 
Downing Street, 
LONDON, &.W.1. 
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+ Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Hutchisen 


Ne, 568 D: 6,58 a.m, 2lst April, 1950, 
8lst April, 1950. R: 9.10 a.m, Qlst April, 1950. 
PRIORITY | 
NFIDENTT AL CA bor / Al 

2 Addressed to Foreign Office tel egram ies 568 of gto 
April | v4 2,0, | 
Repeated for informatien te w Rape a ator 

Your telegram Ne, 397 to m peating a telegram from 


Heng Keng te Celenial Office fer which ne number or date 
is given, 


Immigratien centrel, 


I am ready to agree te intreductien ef contrels on 
May lst. I agree that my point abeut public is well met, 


2, I still think that gesture of giving prier notice 
te the Chinese Gevernment would be valuable and well werth 
making, JI hepe that His Excellency the Geverner will be 
agreeable te my making the netificatien en the morning ef 
April 29th (which is a Saturday the fellewing Menday being 
a helidey). This weuld scarcely give them time te werk 
up an agitatien befere the measures ceme inte ferce, 


5. The pessibility ef unfaveurable reactien might well 
be lessened if IJ ceuld make befere April 29th cemmunicatien 
abeut the Nationalist seldiers suggested in my telegram 
Ne. 555, This weuld prepare the way well fer the immigratien 

Ps centrel measures, 


| Fereign Office pass prierity te Heng Keng as ny 
WA telegram 58, : 


[Cepies sent te Telegraph Section Celenial Office 
fer reper tien te Heng Keng]. 
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rg TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


My: 


Cypher (0.T.P. ) 


FROM HONG KONG ( Sir A. Grantham) 


D. 26th April, 1950 
R. 26th . . 11.05 hrs. 


PRIORITY 
No. 449 Secret 


Addressed Peking No. 53. 
Repeated S. of S. 
% Commi ssioner-General ‘Bs ieiieaie No. 137 
* Tamsui No. 30 (S. of S. please pass to Peking 


ve and Tamsui ). 


My telecram No. 438 to S. of S. 


Imnigration Control. 

Executive Council yesterday approved application (? of) 
control to the Chinese from the mainland of China. Regulation wiil 
be published 28th April to be effective from ist May . 

he No objection to notifying Peking Government on 29th April. 
3. I am telegraphing separately about Nationalist soidiers 
(your telegram No. 335 to Foreign Office refers), 


(Copies to Foreign Office for transmission to 
Peking end Tamsui ). 


‘Immigration Control Distribution sent. 
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we Ate x Addressed to PEKING. 


i . | nuudelegram N AL]. date) 26:Gfoal. ) 


repeated for information to : 


Your telegram No. 368 fof 21st April: 


Hong Kong Immigration Control7 


ALA 
-You will by now have Hn 


«£ Hong Kong telegram No. 438 to the Colonial 


to 


Office, | i that 
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RECEIVED IN C.B. 
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regulations concerning entry into the Colony 
SENT TO DEPT. 


from the mainland of China are due to be 


published on the 28th April. You should 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the 27th repeat 
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Departmental ae: : 
Far Eastern Dept. regulations have for any reason to be postponed 


@) until after the 28th April, the Governor of Hong 


Kong wett no doubt notify you at once and you 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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Cypher/OTP 
FC1621/2.1 
Confidential 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKIN 


No. 477 D. 8.25 p.m, 25th April, 1950 
25th April, 1950 


DOEDIATE 


Addressed to Peking telegram No of 25th April 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong, 


Your telegram No, 368 [of 21st April: Hong Kong 
Immigration Control], 


You will by now have seen from Hong Kong 
telegram No, 438 to the Colonial Office, (repeated 
to you) that regulations concerning entry into the 
Colony from the mainland of China are due to be 
published on the 28th April, You should accordingly 
make a written communication to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on the 27th repeat 27th April, 


2. Should the introduction of the regulations 
have for any reason to be postponed until after the 
28th April, the Governor of Hong Kong would no 
doubt notify you at once and you would, of course, have 
to defer your notification to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 


3. The point mentioned in paragraph 3 of your 
telegram under reference is dealt with in my telegram 


Far Eastern Department, 
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Cypher/ TP - DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM TOKYO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


LT" < 1621/2 


sir A, Gascoigne : 3 
267 D. 11.26 a.m, 22nd April, 1950% 
22nd April, 1950 R. 1.27 pem. 22nd April, 195C} 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed ‘tn the Governor of Hong Kong a 
. 38 of 22nd April 


suits for information to Foreign Office. 


Lieutenant General Chu Shih-ming, Head of the 
Chinese Mission in Japan accompanied by aide-de-camp 
Captain Raymond Huang, wishes to spend two days in 
Hong Kong en route to Manila. Will stay in 
Hong Kong with General Ho Shih-lai. 


Please telegraph urgently whether visa may be 
granted, 


Foreign Office please pass to = Kong. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Segtic ag office 
@ 
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for retransmission to Hong Kong]." 4" 2 A 
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FAR FACTERN) DEPARTMENT 


Dated o/ 1 Gast 
Received in “ey & Ups / 7 yd 


Registry— 


REFERENCES 


(MINUTES) 


(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


OUTWARD SAVING TELEGRAM FROM 
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


(BY AIR MAIL) 


FAR EASTERN DEPT, 
F, 2180/72 


AUSTRALIA . 
NEW ZEALAND 
SOUTH wFRICA 


SAKISTAN FC Joa [+ he | 


CEYLON : cee 


— 


(Dated 27th April, 1950) 


Ae Noe 82 SAVING SECRET 
IMMIGRATION CONTROL IN HONG KONG 


4. In recent weeks deterioration of economic conditions 
in Kwantung and in central China, together with indications of 
growing famine in different Provinces, have led to alarming 
increases in number of Chinese arriving in the Colony. 


2. United Kingdom Government have therefore agreed to a 
proposal by the Governor of Hong Kong to introduce immigration 
control measures to cover Chincse from the mainland of China and 
Macao. These measures arc as follows:-— 


(a) making all Chinese liable to immigration control 
wherever they come from; 


(b) wiring the frontier, except for a few controlled 
crossing places; 


(c) controlling shipping with Macao by relating inward 
traffic to outward traffic; 


stricter control for small craft, canalising their 
routes of approach, anc limiting strictiy the number 

of permitted landing places, which would be inside 
harbours only. Special arrangements are being made for 
fishing craft. 


4. These measures have had to be taken for following reasons:- 


(a) serious overcrowding in the Colony with the attendant 
health, fire and water shortage risks; 


(b) the increase in crime consequent on the influx of bad 
Glements, including Nationalist guerillas who have 
turned to robbery; 


(c) the complete lack of co-operation from the Communist 
authoritics on the border, who were not only 
practically driving pcople out (c.g. disabled AEtionnl let 
soldicrs dumped in Hong Kong from Canton), but are also. 
refusing to allow people expelled from the Colony to 
cnter China. 


Ji, 1% 


ts 


4, It is proposed that the above measures will be on a 
temporary basis and will be relaxcd as soon as outward traffic 
approximates to the inward flow. 


5. The regulations affecting entry from -Macao were it, 
published in Hong Kong on the 21st april, and these ‘affocting: 
entry from mainland of China-will be published on 28th April 
to be effective from 1st Maye 
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Dated 


REFERENCES 


(Print) 


In & 
we received 
Washington Telegram No. 5979 (FC 1621/1) dealing with 


the return to China of certain Chinese students 
then in the United States. These students had gone . 
to the United States independently, but when their 
access to Chinese funds was severed by the Chinese 
civil war the United States Government assumed 
financial responsibility for them. About 900 of 
these students were due to finish their studies 
between December, 1949, and the end of January, 1950, 
and many would want to return to China.. 25 of these 
were already waiting at San Francisco for Hong Kong 
transit visas. 


26 Our Embassy pointed out that a bad 
impression would be created in Cengress, and in the. 
United States as a whole, if facilities for transit 
through Hong Kong were not granted. In view of this 
consideration Sir William Strang wrote to , 
Sir Thomas Lloyd at the Colonial Office supporting the 
views expressed by the Washington Embassy. The ~ 
reply from Hong Kong, when it arrived on the ; 
14th January, was extremely unfavourable. It dele 
that, if visas were given to the 25 students 
mentioned above, this would merely set a precedent 
for others, and it suggested that efforts should be 
made to send the students via Tientsin. 


3. The arguments used in Hong Kong's [Pc war /a4] fi 
telegram did impress the State Department. The 
latter replied,Tientsin was not suitable as a port 
of entry, since most. .of the students came from 
South or Central China, and since there would be 
difficulties.in arranging the necessary transport. 
Arrangements had, however, been made with the 
Portugese for. the students to enter China via Macdp, 
and our Washington Embassy expressed the a that 


Wie 


Sir a ae Lloyd in support of the rN a 
and his views were = on to the’ Governor of 
Hong Kong. — | he | | 


Jy. 


ton 1 pelgsehis: 


Ist May. I think that as a preliminary step~-we. 


4. As a result of this the Governor agreed 


as a special case to issue transit visas for the 

25 students immediately concerned, but he asserted 
that they would probably return at once to Hong Kong 
from Macdag. Following on this reply a telegram 

was sent to Washington advising the Embassy that it 
would be better to let the matter rest for the time 
being. Since then we have heard no more from 
Washington, but we have received from the 

Colonial Office copies of correspondence from which 
it is evident that Hong Kong are refusing transit 
facilities for Chinese students in the United Kingdom 
also. It appears from Mr. Hutchison's telegram 
within that the story has now been picked up by the 
New China News Agency. 


De Mr. Hutchison seems unnecessarily 
sensitive to New China News Agency's reports. We 
cannot be expected to placate the Chinese Government 
every time that the New China News Agency produces 
some grievance (real or imaginary). Hong Kong is 

not the only point of entry into China, and no 

great efforts seem to have been made to get the 
students back via Tientsin - or,for that matter, 

via Russia, who might legitimately be expected 

to grant all facilities. On the other hand,the 
Governor has been extremely difficult over the 

whole question. The total number of Chinese students 
in the United States (and in the United Kingdom too, 
probably ) is equivalent to only about two days’ intake 
over the Colony's land frontier in normal times, or 

in recent weeks (since conditions in Kwingtung 

became difficult) to about one and a half hours’ intake. 
It therefore seems ludicrous to refuse to give the 
students a chance to return to their country, and to 
risk irritating the United States,on the grounds 

that the entry of students into the Colony would leadt 
over-crowding.- In fact,since the Governor first 
refused to grant transit visas in January scores of 
ousands of Chinese have been allowed to cross the 
frontier. 


6, Unfortunately I doubt whether the 
Governor is likely to be convinced by such arguments, 
particularly since.the introduction of immigration 
control for Chinese going from the mainland on the 


should try to find out whether the first batch of 


25 students in fact BP rg is prone the 1 
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2nd May, 1950. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 


Cypher/OTP -—_—_. FOREIGN OFFICE DISTRIBUTION 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Hutchison 
No. 425 | 


weer a.m. 28th April, 1950 
27th April, 1950 RR. 7.21 a.m 28th ve 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


idressed to Fore 


April 2/th. 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong, 


New China News Agency report from Prague April 21st 
states that Chinese students and other Chinese nationals 
in America are being obstructed by British Consulate in 
New York “in numerous ways" when they apply for transit 
visas for Hong kong, and that Chinese stuiente have been 
refused such visas in Paris. 


2. i presume that under instructions contained in 
passport control circular V68 of October 11th 1949 
applications for all visas, including transit,. are 

feferred to Hong Kong Government, but I do not know 

what conditions are required to be satisfied before transit 
visas are granted. On the assumption that we have nothing 
to gain by delaying these people I think it might be 

worth making a friendly gesture by facilitating their 
return, The Chinese Government have made it known to 

all students abroad that they will be welcomed back and 

I do not think there is much risk that any so returning 
would attempt to linger in Hong Kong. 


3. I should be glad to know what the position is and 
whether there is any action (e.g. issue of an official 
announcement that all Chinese students. at present abroad 
will be allowed to return) which I could suggest to the 
Chinese Government they might usefully take, 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as my 
telegram No. 66. 


[Copies sent to Colonial office for + repetition 
to Hong Kong]. 
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Wt.28569/191 200,000 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


Colonial Office, 


from 


Mr. Trench. 


RECEIVco iN | 
BIVISION. 


Big: 0 ; Be 427 
5 May, 1950- 


- 


You will have seew from Peking telegram 
Noe 428 that the Ne Miee” = Agency have 
brought up the question of the return of Chinese 
students to China via Hong Kong. 
2. You will see that at the beginning of 
the year Sir William Strang wrote to Sir Thomas 
Lioyd on this subject, under Foreign Office 
reference FC 1621/2h,and that the Governor of 


Hong Kong agreed» in his telegram No. Lb 9 gA8 


5 special case, (to the issue of transit visas ) 


for twenty-five students who were at that time 
awaiting transport to China from San Francisco. 
36 We have heard no more of the matter 
since then,and I should be grateful if you 
could let me know whether the students did in 
fact reach Hong Kong and pass through to Macao 
without incident. 


P42 om 


(FC 1621/45) 


RESTRICTED 


R.¢. bacle 


FOREIGN OFPICE,S.W.1.- 


5th May, 1950. 


Dept Cod 


You will have noticed from Peking 
telegram No.4u25 of which a copy was sent to 
Radford, that the New China News Agency have 
brought up the question of the return of 
Chinese students to China via Hong Kong. 


Ze You will see that at the beginning of 
tne year Sir Wiliiam Strang wrote to Sir 
Thomas Lloyd on this subject, under Foreign 
Office reference FC 1621/24, and that the 
Governor of Hong Kong agreed in his telegram 
No.148 to the issue of transit visas as a 
special case, for twenty-five students who 
were at that time awaiting transport to 
China from San Francisco, 


3e We have heard no more of the matter 
since, then, and I should be grateful if you 
could let me know whether the students did 
in fact reach Hong Kong and pass through to 
Macao without incident. 
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Your tel No. 425 fot 2 27th April: 


Hong Kong transit visas for Chinese student s/. 


MARGIN. 


We sre not altogether happy about the present 


situation, and propose to take the question 
up with the Gr&r | 
Ze At the same time, cording to 


information rom Hong Kong, many Chine se 


RECEIVED IN C.B. who have obtained Hong Kong transit visas in 
5 MAY 1950 


order to rebure to their homes in China 


~ SENT TO. DEPT. in “ make fo ttempt to cowksune their 


| | | journey, 
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really intend tp,enter China, The willingness 


of the, Chinese sto receive prsons such as 


Departmental the students of course not the only factor: 


with unfavourable reports shout conditions in 
China circulating in Hong Kong, wolciart;, 
travellers to. China may well change their 
minds before continuing their journeys chim 


the Colony. : 
As, As vegerds the students in ‘perticuler, 


| the: Governor + agreed | in n February to grant 
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transit visas, as a special case, to 25 
students in the United states who were actually 
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awaiting transport to China at that time. 
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thet/ the peredne—-concerned passed through the 
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Colony without incident,/it may be possible to 


arrange for the return of otherf students also. 
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We will keep yoh informed of any developments, 
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We are/inclined to pay too m 


attention~te these New China News sgéncy:/reports 
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Cypher/OTP 
FC1621/45 | 
Confidential | DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM Tee OFFICE TO PEKING 
No. 535 
4th May, 1950 D. 815 p.m. 4th May, 1950 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Your telegram No. 425 (of 27th April: Hong Kong 
transit visas for Chinese students). 


We are not altogether happy about the present Situation, 
and propose to take the question up with the Colonial Office. 


2. At the same time, according to information from Hong, 
Kong, many Chinese who have obtained Hong Kong transit visas 
in order to return to their homes in China in fact make no 
attempt to continue their journey from Hong Kong, but remain 
there. The Governor has therefore been reluctant to grant 
visas, unless there have been good grounds for believing that 
the applicants really intend to enter China. The willingness of 
the Chinese Government to receive persons such as the 
students is of course not the only factor: with unfavourable 
reports about conditions in China circulating in Hong Kong, 
intending travellers to China may well change their minds before 
continuing their journeys from the Colony. 


3. As regards the students in particular, the Governor 
agreed in February to grant transit visas, as a special case to 
25 students in the United States who were actually awaiting 
transport to China at that time. We are making enquiries < 
as to whether these students passed through the Colony without 
incident, If so it may be possible to arrange for the return of 
others also. We will keep you informed of developments. 
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Chinese Students/. 


Alfred Holt and GOs have been approached 
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50 Chinese students now stranded in the U.K. and 
unable to return via ang Kone: 
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doubt whether this would be possible in less than 


SENT TO DEPT, six weeks from now. Before coming to any 
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! definite arrangements, Holts would wish to know 


(i) whether the students would be permitted to 


Cypher. land at Taka; = : eh 
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Distribution — (ii) if despite prior agreement they were not 


Departmental permitted to disembark at Talu whether Holts 
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Far Eastern would be allowed to tena them in Hong Kong. 
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-, We “presume that the Chinese authorities 
Cultural 


Relations would not object to the arrival of these students, © 
Department qa 
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June 23rd, 1950 D. 9.25 poem. June 23rd, 1950 


PRIORITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed te Peking telegram No. 880 of June 23rd, 
Repeated fer information to Tientsin, 


My telegram Ne. 535 [ef 4th May: Chinese Students]. 


Alfred Helt and Cempany have been appreached by 
Universities China Committee asking whether they can carry 
“direct te any port in China about 50 Chinese students now 
stranded in the United Kingdom and unable te return via 


Hong Kong, 


2. Helts consider that they might be able te ship 
the whole party direct te Taku, although they doubt whether 
this would be pessible in less than six weeks from now, 
Befere coming to any definite arrangements, Holts would wish 
te knew 
(i) whether the students would be permitted to land 
at Taku; 
(44 ) if despite prier agreement they were net permitted 
te disembark at Taku, whether Holts would be 
allowed te land them in Hong Kong. 


3. We presume that the Chinese authorities would net 
ebect te.the arrival of these students, but we should be 
‘grateful te know whether yeu think that it would be pessible 
er advisable te ebtain an undertaking te this effect. You 
should in any case not (repeat mot) take any action pending 
receipt ef further instructions. 


4, We sheuld ef course like te encourage any means 
ef getting students back te China witheut their having te 


pass hit Hong Kong, 


Far rere Screens | 
Cultural Relations Departnent, 
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2. Regulation 1§ of the principal regulations is hereby 
revoked end replaced as follows:e 
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(a) such persons be not wholly or 
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Mr. Hutchison sc ‘ 
No. 529 D: 9.56 a.m. 10th ev, 1950. 
10th May, 1950. : R: 11.17 a.m. 10th May, 1950. 


Lddres to Foreign Office telegram No. 529 of 10th 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong. — 


Your telegram No. 477.- Fei be [er 5s 
Hong Kong immigration control. — 


Following is our translation of letter dated May Sth 
from Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, received same day. 


[Begins]. 


I acknowledge receipt on 28th April of your letter 
No. 23 (430/50) of 27th April stating that the British 
authorities in Hong Kong would remove, on 28th April, 1950, 
the special exemptions provided for by regulations under 
Section 34 of the Hong Kong Immigration Control Ordinance 
of 1919, under which Chinese nationals would be subject to 
the same measvres of control as other nationals. I have 
the honour to observe that for more than one hundred years, 
Chinese nationals entering or leaving Hong Kong have never 
been treated as foreign immigrants, nor have the British 
authorities in Hong Kong any justification whatsoever to 
treat Chinese nationals in the same way as other foreign 
immigrants, hence the Central People's Government of the 
Chinese People’s Republic cannot but regard the recent 
promulgation and esforcement: by the British authorities in 
Hong Kong of regulations controlling Chinese nationals 
entering or leaving Hong Kong as an unreasonable and 
unfriendly sction towards the Chinese People's Republic 
and people, and hereby: protest to the British Government. 
The Central People’s Government consider that the British 
Government should take the necessary measures to remove 
immediately all restrictions upon tees nationals entering 


er leaving Heng Komg. 1° «&. 
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2. Text of letter was published by New China News 


Agency May 9th after a shert factual intreductery 
explanation. | 


3. See my immediately follewing telegran. 
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THE TIMES ¢..) 


Cutting dated ) 
Bat BSo. OF oe 


HONGKONG, May 10 
p The deputy Foreigp..Minister in Peking, 
'Mr. Tsang Han-fu, has sent the British 
Chargé d’Affaires, Mr. Hutchison, a Note 
protesting against the controls instituted by 


the Hongkong Government’ on Chinese 
immigrants into the colony, of which Mr. 
Hutchison jnformed the Peking Govern- 
4Mment on April 26. 


The Chinese Note, dated May 8, demanded 
the abolition of the réstrictions, declaring that] 
for 100 years Chinese entering and leaving} 
Hongkong had never been regarded or treated 
as foreign immigrants. “We We feel the British 
authorities in Hongkong have no valid reason} 
of any kind to treat Chinesé nationals_as} 
oe. immigrants.. For this reason the} 

’s Government cannot but consider the} 
restrictions imposed on Chinese entry into 
Honatong. as an act unreasonable and un-| 
—" the People’s Republic and its 
people.” 


Observers point. out that control measures 
have Fon teh been taken in times of emer- 
both sides of the border. The 
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considerable movement A fatkes between 
ucoae and the mainland by railway and 
water, which the Hongkong ‘elas pin age are not} 
attempting to im , though the Chinese 
r authorities afe now subieciiie: these} 
travellers to Hegeny and protracted searches} 
and thus greatly delaying their movement.) 
| ay zor example, & Jon queue took five 
. O1 pass the border barriers owing 
the ii ibice heptches: by. the Communists. |, 
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MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 
11 MAY 1950 


Cusling: dabed oe... icidecsdeec eee ee cc ERE A 19 
HON G-KONG | 


To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian 


Sir—We wish to express our 
astonishment at the ‘ban recently 
imposed by the Government of Hong- 
‘Kong on the Chinese who want to go 
back to China by way of Hong-Kong. 
Since March last many applications | 
for a transit visa for Hong-Kong made 
iby the Chinese in this country ‘as well 
as in other countries have been 
turned down. 

The official reasons given are: (1) 

_ owing to the large influx of Chinese 

from the mainland the colony is over- 
| crowded. and (2) onward transport 
from Hong-Kong to the mainland is 
difficult. As a matter of fact, there is 
a daily train service connecting Canton | 
and the British territory in Kowloon, 
in addition to frequent sailings from 
Hong-Kong to Tientsin in North China. 
We are informed by our friends in 
Hong-Kong that these onward means | 
of transport are by no meéafis Over- | 
crowded and passages can”’ easily “be pe 
obtained. 
| As is well known, under the: present 

circumstances, Hong-Kong is the only 
| practicable gateway through which the | 
_ Chinese in the Western countries: can 
_ return to their homeland. To deny us 
a transit visa amounts to denying us 
the right of going home. Further, 
most of us are students.. We do not 
have financial means to prolong our 
sojourn abroad, The present arbitrary 
action taken by the Government. of 
Hong-Kong has caused great personal 
difficulties to us and damaged the 
traditional goodwill which still exists 
- between our two nations. 

We believe that the overwhelming 
majority of the British people are 
righteous and friendly to us. We 
therefore present our case to the 
British public. Through your influence, 
we earnestly hope that the British. 
| Government will.take immediate steps 
| to yemove the obstructive. measure 
unreasonably introduced by the Hong- 
Kong authorities —Yours, 

m M. TANG. 
C. H, Wu. | 
60, Gladsmuir Road, London, 


N. 19. 
23, The Grove, Brent, London, 
N.W. 11, April 30. 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 

Mr, Hutchison . 

No, 551 D. 16135 pm. May 10th, 1950. 

May 10th, 1950, R. 2.41 poem. May 10th, 1950, 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed _ to Nanking telegram No, 213 of May 10th 
and Shanghai and Canton, 

Repeated for information to Foreign Office 

Hong Kong 


Please report briefly any comment in local press 
on New China News Agency report of May 9th of Chinese 
Government's protest against Hong Kong immigration [grp. 
undec,] on ese, 


Zo ency comments and cover of the case not 
(repeat not) required, 


Foreign Office please pass to S$ 
Priority as my telegrams Nos, 169 and 1 
as my telegram No. 55, 


[Repeated to Shanghai and Canton) — 


[Copies sent to Colonial Office for repetition 
to Hong: Kong] 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTEON 
FROM TIENTSIN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His Majesty's Consul General 
No. 71 D. 1.40 pm. 10th May, 1950 
9th May, 1950 Re 2.50 pem. lOth May, 1950 


rf rs fp? 
i Pilee ) — 


I regret I om at present unable to send you the details 
you require. 2s 


ET 


Your telegram No. 36. 


2e I was told that Steventon was sending me a letter 
about this man in very guarded language but it has not been 
received. It is impossible for me to communicate 
confidentially with Steventon. 


&. . If permission is granted for the issue of Hong 
Kong visa, I hope to be able to arrange for P. to be 
informed. * 

DISTRIBUTED TO;- 


Fer Eastern Department 


FROM (Nl) UD) 

No. tb 7 } 

Dated l/ - 5° . SO 
Received in / De) | S | ZO- 


Registry— 


REFERENCES 


3)C.0- he 1B” 
( J.0.Adrnoy 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM SHANGHAT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His mens Consul-General 
No, 49 D. 1.30 pom, May 11th, 1950, 


May 11th, 1950. R. 2,50 pom. May 11th, 1950, 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 185 of May 1ith 
(Foreign Office please pass). 


Repeated to Foreign Office. Ln senem encanto comm siento 


Hong Kong entry restrictions, 
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Officials here are reported as having on various 
occasions expressed concern about the out flow of Chinese 
to Hong Kong. In particular at a meeting of industrialists 
about the middle of March the Mayor or Deputy Mayor is 
understood to have called for suggestions for checking the 
exodus. He rejected suggestion of a ban on departures 
and said that any methods adopted must be persuasive rather 
than prohibitive, 


2, There is therefore some surprise that the new 
control should be as unwelcome to the Chinese authorities 
as tone of their protest is made to suggest, 

[Repeated to Peking] 
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Minattes, 


Please see Peking telegrams 529 and 530 
regarding the Chinese People's Government's 
protest against the introduction of the Hong 
Kong Immigration Control Measures, Despite 
Mr. Hutchison's suggestion that no reply need 
be sent to the Chinese People's Government, 
it seems advisable, in view of the reasons 
underlying the introduction of these control 
measures ,to send a reply to the protest. 


Ze A draft telegram to Peking containing 
the proposed reply is attached which has been 
cleared with the Colonial Office. It is 
suggested that this telegram should issue on 
Tuesday 16th May, after the Parliamentary 
Question about these control measures has 
been answered. 


in. 


n this Margi 


VL hvtock. 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 
12th May, 1950 
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Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Hutchison 
No. 550 


10th May, 1950 Re 2.25 Dem. llth May, 1950 
CONFIDENTIAL Earber 4&9 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 530 of 10th May 


D. 110 poem llth May, 1950 


Repeated for information to: Hong Kong 


My immediately preceding telegran. : a 6S l/s 


Hong Kong immigration control. out 


Letter was no doubt drafted with publicity in mind and 
use of phrases "British authorities in Hong Kong" instead of 


"Hong Kong Government" may be sufficiently explained by this 
consideration. 


Ze You will note that no reply is requested. 
seems to me necessary. 


oe New China News Agency report is published under 
uninflematory headlines, though it uses the word "demand". 


tttitmgttinbttttttl., There has so far been no comment 
see my immediately following telegram. _ “leg 


None 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as my telegram 
No. 84, 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for 
repetition to Hong Kong]. 
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Lith Mey Faong Kong Immigration Control. | 


MARGIN. 


In view of the reasons underlying the 


introduction of these control measures, I 
consider that it would be advisable to send a 


reply to the Chinese Government. Please 


| REGEWADD NSB, therefore address a communication to the Ministry 
1 CIMAY 153) | of Foreign Affairs on the general lines of the 


following paragraph of this telegram. 
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2 “During the last. few months the population 
of Hong Kong has undergone a_large and 


n—Chi. continuing increase on. account of the influx 
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Cypher of Chinese from the Republic of China, The area 
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Dewetbulion «=. has become so seriously overcrowded with the 


attendant health, fire and water shortgge risks 
that. the Government of Hong Kong were compelled 


the 
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control any further increase and to effect 
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of the Chinese Government that this was an 
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Cypher/OTP 
- FC1621/51 
' Confidential 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING 


No. 638 
16th May, 1950 D. 6.0 peme 16th May, 1950 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No, 638 of 16th May. 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


Your telegrams 529 and 530 [of 10th and 11th May 
Hong Kong Immigration Control. ] 


In view of the reasons underlying the introduction 
of these control measures, I consider that it would be 
advisable to send a reply to the Chinese Government, 
Please therefore address a communication to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs on the general lines of the following 
paragraph of this telegram, 


2. During the last few months the population of Hong 
Kong has undergone a large and continuing inorease on 
account of the influx of Chinese from the Republic of 


China. The af@a hag become so seriously overcrowded with 
the attendant health, fire and water shortage risks that 
the Government of Hong Kong were compelled to introduce 
the measures in question in omer to control any further 
increase and to effect same relation between the numbers 
of those arriving with those leaving, As therefore the 
purpose of these controls is to ensure the health, safety 
and well being of those living in Hong Kong, including 
many Chinese nationals who have recently come there fron 
China, His Majesty’s Governnent are unable to accept the 
contention of the Chinese Government that this was an 
unreasonable and wifriendly action towards the Chinese 
People’s Republic and people. 
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FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Hutchison 
No. 552 De 1.15 pom May 12th, 1950, 
May 12th, 1950. Re 2.31 pom, May 12th,1950. 
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Addressed _to Foreign Office telegram lio, 552 
of May 12th | 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


pes oe 
My telegram No, 5305 me 62 / 


Please delete last three words of first 
sentence of third paragraph, | 
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Hutchison ~ eae 
6° D. 10.52 a.m. 2th May, 1950 
23rd May, 1950. R. 12.15 poem. 2th May, 1950. 
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Your telegram No. 638. 
Hong Kong Immigration Control. 


I am sending Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs letter 
in terms of your telegram under referense. 
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(How disposed of) 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


Y TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Gypner (6,7, P, ) 


FROM HONG KONG ( Sir A. Grantham) 


D, 10th May, 1950 
R, 16th * # 42,00 hrs, 


— Cleai]s > 


527 6Secret 


Addressed to Kumming No. 130. 
Repsated to Ss. of S. (S. cf S. pleasepass to Kunming) 


" Peking No. 6. 


Your telegram No. Ae 


Entry of Chinese, 


| Effective 1st May, 1950 all (repeat all) Chinese 

mst be fully suoject to Immigration Control into Hong Kong 
Som whatever 2 .aee they enter. Mr. Hutchinson was asked 
“oO Borate Peking Government shortly before imposition of 
control, Pati is explanation is confined to very serious 
overcrowdl nz of the Colony. It is not (repeat not) proposed 
ay this stage t> introduce any sys tem of visas or permits 
Bae oxy to try to limit number entering by (omission 
¢ limiting) them to these leaving. Preference is given to 
versons With genuine connections with the Colony. Newcomers 
= 4 rerugees int: -nding to settie here are liable to be turned 

23k. You shoud discourage the idea that Hong Kong can take 


in refugees without timit, 


(Copies to Foreign Office for transmission to Kunming) 


immigration Control Distribution Sent 
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FAR ENSTHEA 


Parliamentary Question 


ty of State for Foreign 
h 
king Govern: t res ‘te, ie Proposes 


: During @@&e recent months there 
has been a large influx of Chinese into 

Hong Kong from the mainland; in some weeks 
the excess of arrivals over departures has 
amounted to 20,000. This has produced such 
overcrowding with all the attendant health, 
water shortage and fire risks that after 
consultation with the Colonial Office and 
the Foreign Office, the Government of Hong 
Kong introduced immigration controls on 
travellers from the mainland of China - or 
rather removed the exemption previously 
given to them, 


Ze An Order to this effect was 
accordingly made public on the 28th April, 
and control of immigrants from the mainland 
was initiated on the lst May. This at 
present amounts to no more than an attempt to 
sift the travellers wishing to enter Hong 
Kong, limit the numbers entering daily at 
given points, e.g., the railway, roads 
crossing the frontier, ships from Macao etc., 
and to relate these numbers to the numbers 
of those leaving. No system of permit is 
in force at the present stage and it is 
admitted that the control is only limited in 
its effect. 


3e Mr. Hutchison notified the Chinese 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the 
introduction of the control on the 2/th April, 
i.e., the day previous to the publication of 
the order. His explanation for the 
introduction of the ordinance was confined 

to the same line taken in publicity in Hong 
Kong, namely emphasis on the overcrowding of 
the Colony, with its attendant risks of fire, 
water shortage and danger to health. On the 
8th May Mr. Hutchison received a letter from 
the Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs 
protesting against this action as being 
unreasonable and unfriendly (c.f. Peking 
telegram No. 529). 


Le It is proposed to send a reply to 


the Chinese Government next week to the 
‘general effect that these measures have been 


taken because of the overcrowding with all 
its ill effects and in order to ensure the > 
safety and well being of the inhabitants of 
Hong Kong. The peply is being delayed 
because it might not reach the Chinese 
Government before this Question has to be 


answered on 16th May and also because it 


/would 


would be inadvisable to show any too reat anxiet 
by sending an answer immediately. : 


5. A draft answer on more interim and general 
lines is submitted. It has been cleared with ths 
Colonial Office, 


VS. A. hates Ch. 


(J.8.H. Shattock) 


HONG KONG (ENTRY 
RESTRICTIONS) 


71. Mr. Donner asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs what reply he 
proposes to make to the protest of the © 
Peking Government against the restric- 
tions on Chinese nationals entering and 


leaving Hong Kong - and whether he will 
give an assurance that, in view of water 


and accommodation problems as well as 
the danger of Communist infiltration into 
the Colony, these restrictions will be 
continued. 


Mr. Ernest Davies: The reply is at 
present under consideration. Control 
measures have been introduced because 
of the large influx into Hong Kong over | 
the last few months which has led to 
‘serious overcrowding with its attendant 
health, fire and water shortage risks. I 
can assure the hon. Member that His 
' Majesty’s Government have no intention 
of fettering the hands of the Government 
of Hong Kong on matters such as these 
which are of vital importance to the well 
being of the inhabitants of the Colony. 


Mr. Donner: While thanking the 
Minister for that reply, may we have an 
assurance that these restrictions will not 
be watered down in an effort to reach 
some sort of bargain with the Chinese . 
Communist Government? 


Mr. Davies : I will take notice of that. 


LS MAY 1950 


DRAFT REPLY 
TO 


The reply |tobe-sent—te-the-Chinese 


PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION : | | 
ha Government| is at present under consideration, 
No. 4 , 


Sire Gontrol measures have been introandea ra 
(Mr. Donner ) ‘A a 


Monday, 15th May, 1950. por lirs oe 
: large increese ¢ 


Geteny over the last few months which has 
led to serious ivienasediins with its 
attendant health, fire and water shortage 
risks. I can assure the Honourable 
Member that His Majesty's Government have no 
intention of fettering the hands of the 
Government of Hong Kong on matters such as 


/these 


these which are of vital importance to the well 
being of the inhabitants of the Colony. 


Notes for Supplementaries. 


4 If asked about the danger of Communist 


infiltration into the Colony or about any details of 
the control measures themselves, the reply might be 
given that this is a question for my Right Honourable 
Friend the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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REFERENCES (MINUTES) 
Fl35&§ wii ie : AS long ago as aucust 1949 if vernor of 


Hong Kong suggested in his telegr to. 869 the [Fiasus/oufo 
advisability of restricting immigration into the a] 
Colony. He proposed that control should be 

introduced in three stages:- 


(a) control of entrants by ships and aircraft 
from places other than Canton and South China 
and Macao; 


(b) control of entrants from Canton and Macao 
plus (a); 


(c) full control of all travellers, including 
(a) and (bd). 


The Governor wished to introduce stage (a) at once. 


ae It was pointed out in Mr. Coates’ letter of 

5th September to Mr. Radford at the C.O. 

| (BR 12808/10111/10 of 1949) that there were certain 
difficulties in connexion. with the issue of visas 

to travellers Communisteheld territory. This was 
put to the Governor by the Colonial Office in their 
telegram No. 1199 (F 13548/10111/10) and the Governor, 
in his telegram No. 1010, Suggested that, instead of 
having to obtain repular visas, travellers should apply | 
for permission to enter Hong Kong through the shipping | 
companies concerned, who would undertake to clear the 
application with the Government of Hong King. 

Mr. Coates’ minuted on this proposal; "I am not | 
altogether happy about this, but as the matter concerns | 
primarily the capacity of Hong K@ng to maintain order | 
in its own territory it is:doubtful whether we can go 

on objecting to measures which the Governor considers 
necessary", Mr. Scarlett agreed (F 1358). 


3. Sin Re Stevenson had previously indicated in 

his telegram No. 1358 (F 12808/10111/10 of 194.9) that 
there was no objection in principle to the introduction | 
of immigration con}rols as.envisaged in Hong Kong 
telegram No.869, and, had suggested "that one of the 
stated reasons for any restrictions of this sort might 
be to prevent the increase of the unproductive | 


population/ 


88068 


population of Hong Kong, as this is an argument 
which the Communists have themselves accepted in 
justification of their announced policy of reducing 
the number of residents in Shanghai and other 
populated urban centres", 


%. Foreign Office concurrence in the introduction 
of stase (a) was accordingly conveyed to the 
Colonial Office,who, on the 1st October, sent their 
telegram No. 1333 to Hong Kang (F 13548) agreeing to 
the introduction of stage (a) and asking for 
notification if it became necessary to introduce 
stages (b) or (c). It now appears from Hong Kong 
telegram No. 562 within that the control envisaged 
in stage (a) was not introduced, since it is stated 
in para. 1. of the telesram that the Hong Kong 
authorities"are now anxious to ecececees require 
that valid entry permits should be obtained from 
all Chinese wishing to enter from points north-of 
Hong Ka@ng-.’ The telegram also states (wrongly) that 
the Colonial Office telesram Noe 1333 referred to 
above required the Governor to sive notice of the 
institution of stage (a) control. 


Mr. Hall (C.0.) has pointed this out and has 
asked whether he may in consequence imnediately ) 
inform the Governor that the introduction of stage (a 
control by the means previously devised (1i.e., . 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


ad 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE'FOR THE COLONIES 


Cypher (0.T.P.) 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 
DB. Len May 1950. 


My Leen 12.25 hrs. ena 


“C1631 5K 


PRIORITY Ss Sealer 


No. 562 Secret, ' 


Addressed to the 8S. of S, Runt 


Repeated for information Peiaunoupwoneeeed) No. 71. 
to Commissioner-General, S.E.Asia, 


by savingram. 


Immigration Control. 


Measures recently introduced which are being 
put into operation slowly, are working satisfactorily 
have resuited in great decrease in the number of 
immigrants entering the Colony from Kuangtun 
Macao, We are now anxious to go a st 
require that valid entry permits s ad be obtained by all 
Chinese wishing to enter fro ts north of Hong Kong. 

In your telegram No. 1333°0f 1949 you approved arrangements 
proposed, but required that I should give you notice of 
institution of these measures. I would now be grateful 
for your approval of measures proposed below. 


ae After discussion with shipping interests, who 
generally agree, it is proposed to institute control over 
Chinese arriving by ship from ports North of Hong Kong in 
the same manner as at present for Formosa i.e. the intending 
traveller applies to shipping company for transportation and 
is given a form which he fills in. The company clears 
permission to enter with Immigration Office, Hong Kong and 
form becomes the travel and entry document collected from 
passenger on arrival, 


by Shipping Companies have requested brief period of 
grace to work off current bookings. Il would like to 


institute above arrangements with effect from lst June 1950. 
Ends. 


«x Correction being obtained, 


Immigration Control Distribution sent. 
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Confidential. 
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Addressed to ...¥ 2640 
telegram N wal (date) 


Telegram to : 


repeated for information to.......... HANG... KONg 


\ 


PRIORITY 


MARGIN. 


My immediately preceding telegram. 


Since we concurred-in Colonial Office 
telegram No. (S353 08 1949 to Hong Kong 
(repeated to Nanking) and in Colonial Office 
telegram No. 475 of Sheer to Hong Kong 
which agreed in principle to the controls 


proposed in Hong Kong telegram No. 314, (both 
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repeated to you) we see no reason to object. 
REQEIVED IK C.B. 2. In view of the fact that you gave advance 
22MAY 1950 notice to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
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Colonial Office - ' 
(Mr. Hall) ) defer a public announcement on the subject until ; 
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: your views on ‘the > question, of * prion notification 


: are ‘known. | 


ad ge ag 
‘ eee 
* % es 
‘ : ; page 
7 question concen 
Pen? ey 
" SRA: 
x” Vo aaee 
rk? 
‘ 


for answer -on Wednesday 2uth May, and 


supplementaries may touch on.possible future 


measures. We shall therefore be grateful 
: Veen 
to have your views as reptdty as possible and 


' (evening) 
in any case not later than the of the 
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Confidential 
- FROM FORBIGN OFFICE TO PEKING 


No. 667 De 2.00 am. 20th May, 1950 
19th May, 1950 | 


PRIORITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 667 of 19th May 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


My immediately preceding telegran. 


Since we concurred in Colonial Office telegram No. 1333 
of 1949 to Hong Kong (repeeted to Nanking) and in Colonial 
Office telegram No, 475 of 1950 to Hong Kong which agreed 
in principle to the controls proposed in Hong Kong telegram 
No. 314 (both repeated to you) we see no reason to met. 


2. In view of the fact thet you gave advance notice 

to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of introduction of imnigra- 
tion control measures in Hong Kong on lst May you may consider 
it desirable to inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in ~ 
advance of this latest measure also. On the other hand if 

_ your previous communication was couched in such general terms 
as to cover this further measure,. then perhaps no odio 
notification to them is necessary. 


de The Colonial Office have been asked to defer a public 
announcement on the subject until your views on the question 
of prior notification are known. There is however a parliamentary 
question concerning Hong Kong immigration control for answer 
on Wednesday 24th May, and supplementeries may touch on possible 
future measures. We shell therefore be grateful to have your — 
views as soon as possible and in any case not later than the 
evening of the 22nd. 


[Hong Kong only]. 
4. The immediately preceding telegram repeated your 
telegram No, 562 to Colonial Office. 
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£ OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
54064 


Cypher (0.T.P.) 


TO HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


Sent 22nd May, 1950. 20.45 hrs. 


—- —— | 
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PRIORITY | 
Wo. 802 Secret. 


Your priority telegram No. 562 sscret. 


Immigration Control. 


I approve institution of measures 2 

described in paragraph 2 with effect from lst June, 1950.9 

You will see from Peking telegram No. 633 | 

to Foreign Office that prior notification of these be 

measures to the Central People's Government is not - 
considered necessary or desirable. 
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No, 633 D. 7.35 a.m, 22nd May, 1950 
22nd May, 1950 R. 8.48 a.m. 22nd May, 1950 
EDIATE i wy 
CONFIDENTIAL Cll /sc | 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 633 of 
22nd May 


Repeated for information to: Hong Kong 


Your telegram No, 66/: Hong Kong Immigration 


No further addition is necessary or desirable, 
My letter of 27th April to the Vice-Minister was in 
sufficiently general terms to cover further measure 


now proposed. 


DISTRIBUTED TO:- ADVANCE COPIES 


Far Eastern Department Mr, Dening 


Head of Far Eastern 
Department 
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(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


(MINUTES) 


I must say that I do not find this suggestion 
very convincing. The Chinese authorities must be 
well aware that Hong Kong can only absorb a certain 
number of refugees and that the Immigration Control 
Regulations (though in principle objectionable to 
any Chinese Government) have been imposed for purely 
practical reasons. 


2. If the Chinese authorities are delaying settlement 
of the Kailan Mining Administration affair (of which 
we have not so far heard from other sources) it is 
because it suits them to do so,rather than for 
extraneous political reasons. 


/ nani | 


N. C. C. Trench. 
23rd May, 1950. 
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FROM PEEING TO ae OFFICE 


Mr. - Hutchison D. 11.51 a.m. 22nd May, 1950 
No. 685 
y, 1950 R. 1.20 p.m. 22nd May, 1950 


, C2) / s¥ 
CONFIDENTIAL ke! 
Hong Kong telegram No. §62 to Colonial Office. 


My telegram No. 625 bad my immediately preceding 
telegram: Hong Kong immigration restrictions: establishment of 
diplomatic relations. 


I am reliably informed that latent anti‘British feeling in 
Chinese Government circles (kept alive by suspicions aroused 
by our close relations with the United States) has been actively 
aroused by application to Chinese of Hong Kong immigration 
regulations. My nformant states reaction to this measure has 
been so strong as possibly to hold up progress in such negotiations 
for instance as those in my despatch under discussion for 
settlements of affairs of Kailan Mining Administration of 
Pekin Syndicate. 


2. 2owhat extent this reaction may similarly affect 
our negotiations for establishment of diplomatic relations 
I cannot guess. 
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31401 F.O.P. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Minutes. 


The problem of the return of 
Chinese students at present in the United 
Kingdom and in the United States to their 
homes in China has been complicated for 
some months, by the absence of normal 
travel facilities direct to ports in China 
and by the policy of the Hong Kong 
Government in refusing transit visas to 
returning students, because of the 
likelihood of many of these students 
wishing to stay put in Hong Kong once they 
arrive there, 


Ze During recent weeks we have had 
many enquiries from different sources about 
this problem which is becoming increasingly 
aggravated as time goes on. In particular, 
Sir John Pratt came to see me some weeks 
ago about this matter and has recently 
forwarded a memorandum (marked A) which 
summarises one aspect of the problem very 
clearly. Other aspects of the problem 

are dealt with in Mr. Trench's minute of 
the 2nd May on F.C. 1621/45. 


3e We clearly need to take this matter 
up with the Colonial Office again and I : 
attach a draft for your approval. I am sorry! 
to bother you with this case, but a letter 
on a higher level than my own is necessary 
to achieve our purpose. 


Le Memorandum B. forwarded with Sir 
John Pratt's letter of the 29th May deals 
with a separate issue and will be taken up 
after issue of the attached letter. One 
of the points implicit in memorandum B 

is that it is not a particularly desirable 
thing for Chinese students with in many 
cases probably strong Communist leanings to 
be employed in Institutions in the United 
Kingdom, 


VN. Uh qeck. 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 
5th June, 1950 
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The problem of the return of 
Chinese students at present in the United 
Kingdom and in the United States to their 
homes in China has been complicated for 
some months, by the absence of normal 
travel facilities direct to ports in China 
and by the policy of the Hong Kong 
Government in refusing transit visas to 
returning students, because of the 
likelihood of many of these students 
wishing to stay put in Hong Kong once they 
arrive there, 


Ce During recent weeks we have had 
many enguiries from different sources about 
this problem which is becoming increasingly 
aggravated as time goes on, In particular, 
Sir John Pratt came to see me some weeks 
ago about this matter and has recently 
forwarded a memorandum (marked A) which 
summarises one aspect of the problem very 
clearly. Other aspects of the problem 
are dealt with in Mr. Trench's minute of 
the 2nd May on F.C. 1621/45. 


We clearly need to take this matter 
up with the Colonial Office again and I : 
attach a draft for your approval. I am sorry — 
to bother you with this case, but a letter 
on a higher level than my own is necessary 
to achieve our purpose. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Le Memorandum B. forwarded with Sir 
John Pratt's letter of the 29th May deals 
with a separate issue and will be taken up 
after issue of the. attached letter. One 
of the points implicit in memorandum B 

is that it is not a particularly desirable 
thing for Chinese students with in many 
cases probably strong Communist leanings to 
be employed in Institutions in the United 
Kingdom, 
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(J.S.H. Shattock) 
5th June, 1950 


ae 
tae PRT 


f. 
ee ha 


‘"NISYVNWN SIHL NI NSALLIYM Ae OL ONIHLON 


namaste oe. 


: 
4 
j 
: 
~ 
s 
‘ 
; 


> Rtenailieae « 


: - esres. WN Munths 4 ftv seeks 
Fc haus Ce ee eee 


bul, chal Gi atte ee | 

eT ee ee ARDENS, Ady ky wmtd G6 e At. 
. KENSINGTON S.W.5S. Gr Gchoual tro linle chet ME. 

Ae Sh oC Fike “A tor @ i C.0, 


29 May 1950 


FRE. 2450. 


- 


" 7 
. ei Was o1si4 ie j etn i Ite oa. . - 
af * , z ‘ t : NS Se ae é sa 

wep a ~ ome “ii - “ > . m , S ie a eof ~ ‘es Pads i" ie 

: a wt hee ee 4 2 . ahs: * 7 ay. % % ‘om 7 o 
Yi on y pb age Beall git 3 RF Se Nee Se 2: es 4 Te. Pa ee y et oi - Pee eae sas ee q 

7 3 Pe Soa pe ae Dap a en, Pee es 8, 5 i ear SN ee et. { * es «See cee 

Ry ca me 5 ee Mest ye To4 “ Pee ew 4 r Pie ig swe Lees ‘3 Cen ad £ $ AB. mate > 
Pop y. Sares ie 5 Ata : 4 A wee. we ~ ors . Am y 2 Y - 7 
4 - ae ea - ¢ ae ee Oe “a ; ns € ee ’ . ae 


ante ste? usr ba Bo, ; 
seat OP Pas ie! 


dé Skt on kh Te 
AW Lk awe ww Go 


“ 


~ 


i, a Tae sats es ew + 
Uhinece stucents 


wi 


BES SRE pO Se Ratha 


EF anger SR 
wm UV Q) eB a 


~*~ 


relationeg 


Pig A aR aA IR 
q 6 pict te * eae 


~ 


Pens FLGHie 


ne eo 
LOorcili writesie 
ee © me egy ae 


& 
y 
ee 
Py 
a 
Se 
oe 
gic 
ie 
ee! 
on 
aks 
cb 
a 
oS. 


rare oe Cts 
ss 
pe he \s had 


~—o ry’ ~~ - f 


HINES STWDEITS STRANDED Ii wiiGLaAnD 


Ls 
st over 


r Indemnity was returned to China ju 


Agreed that £200,000 should be reserved as 
endowment fund for tne Universiti Committe 


Law 


promoting 
et a! te \ =+ew 


aaa ae 


j i 
Wor LAN ew 2 ol * 


earn PV 


‘a I a . ' " wl “-A* a Bs ; 
CuLtural Endowment DUNG y 


DAN C 
ada uf G4 > 
a’ 


“- Y 7 . on . ; ot ~ 
BO SE wpe BE ay pEPLOG Oi 


} = 
, ‘ , a an | ? | 
Bale hes Fu Ss BS 


ke - ms . -_ + * ~, ”. “~ <P » : de 4. “} . 7 
Tnaere is at presén except thr 


erloug 


Pe ; eicba's neon 
ay a9 ‘ C q Piinte 1 Vv 


~~ 
ae aie a 


;66n) aia’ 


Bee a 
SA fa ” 5% ¢ ; 
ad \ ob UB EU 


elp- in’ the: cases of 
The London 


% . ~l 2 te a “> % 
a? - taal ] ou ; 
WOM Ls de a de Ww + +4 


~ “= 
75 of m7 | 
4.6 a CAS whe KS 


oa. Chinese 


‘vy. 


ingére nave been porzenan 


frustuted 
supjiecte 


LY 


yrtant, therefore, 


Yn) 


4 i a 
ar ANS a) 
Cowl pd vo SoM ne 


ee ee ee eee 
VUniri: / Ad . ik + 


the recent case 
rantea 
case of tHe £udente 
responsible arr 
of Mr. Gordon King , for their accomodation 
transit tnrough Hongkone. Shortage of ac 


refusal of visas 


Colonial Office has kindly made representa 


Ly, ’ i \~y se r " : , 4 7 ie x em an | 1. ? + 
NnOne AONE. 4 a“ a oa - ' Showy OUT 


very urcent vroble cr tne other stud 


at 


s 


1ivers 


i 


8 


Registry ss 
| No, F01621/b6 eae FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1., . 


Top Secret. | | ie ; Gta June, 1950, 
Secret. 

Confidential. 
Restricted. 


Osi I write to you on the question of 


the difficulties being experienced by Chinese 


si students abroad, particularly in the United 

Kingdom, in returning to China via Hong Kong. 
Mr. Pasin, 
Bide will remember that in his letter of the - 


Vari ck 
fee A sand, Sir William Strang wrote to Sir Thomas 
Lloya about the difficulties of Chinese students 


CeO 


in America and that H.M. Chargé d'affaires at 
Peking in his ‘teleaven Noe 425 of the 28th April 
(copy sent to the Colonial Office) also 

referred to this general problem and asked for 


Mr. Scott guidance, 


2. During recent weeks we have received 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


a number of enquiries on this subject,with 
emphasis being laid on the plight of many — 

Chinese students in this country. These 
enquiries have come amongst others from the | 
Secretary of the Conference of Missionary Societise 
the senior Pater Mnaniinel College, Cambridge 
and Sir John Pratt, who as you probably know | 


was for long the Foreign expert on China Affairs 
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and is now interested in the Universities China 
Committee. He has sent us a memorandum on 

the subject, a copy of which is enclosed, 

De We fully appreciate the difficulties 
perce, Pegs the Governor of Hong Kong in 
dealizig with the large number of Chinese 
nationals who enterstthe Colony and his fears 

tha Chinese students on their way home from 


abroad may decide not to return to their homes 

but to stayin Hong Kong, On the other hand, 

the prolonged stay. of chinese students in this 
- /country 
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country: after they have finished = 


studies raises very serious issues. If the 
Governor of Hong Kong continues to refuse 
transit visas to those wishing to go home, 


Cc 
not only will many be, destitute in this 


country and thrown upon Public Assistance, 


but we shall be justifiably attacked by the 
Chinese and their Communist propaganda 
organs on the grounds that we are ote ei bins 
Chinese Nationals vic lade te a basic human 
right of returning to their own country. 
Indeed, it may be argued that such action 

is a contravention of the Human Rights 
Declaration and in any event, it can be 


exploited to the full by anyill wisher of 
this country and Hong Kong. _ 


We do not know the exact number in the United 


Kingdom but the British Council have been 
making enquiries ‘and with most of the replies 
now received,estimate a total of about 2206 
There are also some 900 in the United States, 
as mentioned in the gorrespondence which 

Sir William Strang had with Sir Thomas Lloya 
earlier in the year. 

be In all these circumstances, we 
feel that the time has Pet ome when a 


ay 
re@@hy serious effort ay be made te—teeke 


thie—probrem—ané sega those students who 


| wish to return to their homes to be given 


the necessary facilities for doing so, The 
oo / frequent 
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frequent sailings of ships from Hong Kong to 
ag wt Fucel [. ‘North China Ports, particularly Tientsin, should 


(ucclbat /.~ Hing make it possible for students arriving in 
Aimg & Galfer 

7 Hong Kong to be passed on quickly to their 
ultimate destination€, Unless the Governor 


feels that he can generally relax the present 


restrictions, we srewtd—et—eny—maete suggest 

that so far as Chinese students, in the United 
| Aig df- 

Kingdom are concerned, he sheuwdrd ‘ggiteaees transit 


visas at an early date to a trial batch 


consisting of any number wkhter he may care to 


name. Fn—evder—to—counteract tie prowing 


é a 
feeting—in-thts-coustey, Moth « trial batch 
and those who remain behind might be told that 
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the chances of the latter being given similar 
facilities would depend on the results of 


the experiment with the former, This system 


; 
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could of course equally well be applied to 
students returning from other countries, 
6.6 There is one further point,jn 
Somepton's letter of the 9th March to the 


SIHL NI 


British Council, a copy of which was sent to 
the Foreign Office under Colonial Office 


‘NISUVW 


reference 97510/15/50 9 Ae mentioned that 


sd 
eminent persons including high ranking 
diplomats who have asked for transit facilities 


have refused peste their journey after 


An 


’ 


reaching Hong Kong. Could. you wane | says 
us examples so that we can quote them/replying 
to our numerous emuirers and possibly put out 
some discreet counter propaganda ourselves. 

Te _ We should be grateful if you could 


give this matter your very urgent consideration, 


I write to you on the question of the 
difficulties being experienced by Chinese students 
abroad, particularly in the United Kingdom, in 
returning to China via Hong Kong. You will 
remember that in his letter of January 7th, Sir 
William Strang wrote to Sir Thomas Lloyd about 
the difficulties of Chinese students in America 
and that H.M. Charge d'Affaires at Peking in his 
telegram No. 425 of April 28th (copy sent to the 
Colonial Office) also referred to this general 
problem and asked for guidance. 


During recent weeks we have received a number 
of enquiries on this subject, with emphasis being 
laid on the plight of many Chinese students in this 
country. These enquiries have come amongst others 
from the Secretary of the Conference of Missionary 
Societies, the senior Tutor of Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge, and Sir John Pratt, who as you probably 
know was for long the Foreign expert on China 
Affairs and is now interested in the Universities 
China Committee. He has sent us a memorandum on 
the subject, a copy of which is enclosed. 


/VWe 
Paskin, Bsq., C.M.G., M.C., 


Colonial Office. 


We fully appreciate the difficulties of 
the Governor of Hong Kong in dealing with the 
large number of Chinese nationals who have entered 
the Colony and his fears that further Chinese 
students on their way home from abroad may decide 
not to return to their homes but to stay on in 
Hong Kong. On the other hand, the prolonged 
stay of Chinese students in this country after 
they have finished their studies raises very 
serious issues, If the Governor of Hong Kong 
continues to refuse transit visas to those wishing 
to go home, not only will many become destitute in 
this country and thrown upon Public Assistance, 
but we shall be justifiably attacked by the Chinese 
and their Communist propaganda organs on the grounds 
that we are preventing Chinese Nationals exercising 
a basic human right of returning to their own 
country. Indéed, it may be argued that such action 
is a contravention of the Human Rights Declaration 
and in any event, it can be exploited to the full 
by any ill-wisher of this country and Hong Kong. 


We do not know the exact number in the United 
Kingdom but the British Council have been making 
enquiries and with most of the replies now received, 
estimate a total of about 220. There are also some 
900 in the United States, as mentioned in the 
correspondence which Sir William Strang had with 
Sir Thomas Lloyd earlier in the year. 


In all these circumstances, we feel that the 
time has now come when a serious effort should be 
made to enable those students who wish to return to 
their homes to be given the necessary facilities for 
doing so. The frequent sailings of ships from 


/Hong Kong 


Hong Kong to North China Ports, particularly 
Tientsin, as well as travel facilities from Hong 
Kong to Canton, should make it possible for 
students arriving in Hong Kong to be passed on 
quickly to their ubtimate destinations. Unless 
the Governor feels that he can generally relax 
the present restrictions, we suggest that so far 
as Chinese students in the United Kingdom are 
concerned, he might grant transit visas at an 
early date to a trial batch consisting of any 
number he may care to name. Both the trial batch 
and those who remain behind might be told that 
the chances of the latter being given similar 
facilities would depend on the results of the 
experiment with the former. This system could 
of course equally well be applied to students 
returning from other countries. 


There is one further point. In Somerton's 
letter of March 9th to the British Council, a 
copy of which wes sent to the Foreign Office under 
Colonial Office reference 97510/15/50, he mentioned 
that “eminent persons including: high ranking 
diplomats who have asked for transit facilities 
have refused to continue their journey after 
reaching Hong Kong". Could you kindly give us 
examples so that we can quote them when replying 
to our numerous enquirers and possibly put out 
some discreet counter propaganda ourselves. 


We should be grateful if you could give this 
matter your very urgent consideration. 


(RH. Scott) 


Hong Kong to North China Ports, particularly 
Tientsin, as well as travel facilities from Hong 
Kong to Canton, should make it possible for 
students arriving in Hong Kong to be passed on 
quickly to their ubtimate destinations. Unless 
the Governor feels that he can generally relax 
the present restrictions, we suggest that so far 
as Chinese students in the United Kingdom are 
concerned, he might grant transit visas at an 
early date to a trial batch consisting of any 
number he may care to name, Both the trial batch 
and those who remain behind might be told that 
the chances of the latter being given similar 
facilities would depend on the results of the 
experiment with the former, This system could 
of course equally well be applied to students 
returning from other countries. 


There is one further point. In Somerton's 
letter of March 9th to the British Council, a 
copy of which was sent to the Foreign Office under 
Colonial Office reference 97510/15/50, he mentioned 
that “eminent persons including: high ranking 
diplomats who have asked for transit facilities 
have refused to continue their journey after 
reaching Hong Kong". Could you kindly give us 
examples so that we can quote them when replying 
to our numerous enquirers and possibly put out 
some discreet counter propaganda ourselves. 


We should be grateful if you could give this 
matter your very urgent consideration. 


(RH. Scott) 
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9th June, 1950, 


You will probably have seen Seott’s letter 
FC 1621/58 of the 6th June to re 


students 


2 Since Seott wrote 
references about thie mi 


; 95112/1 0 
Sa ving. a“ 


From Msecretary of State for the Colonies. 
To the Officer Administering the Government of...... 


Date June, 1950 


60 a ened Saving. Confidential _ Important 


My confidential savingram No. 563 of 2nd June. 


Transit: visas for students. 


Vagjor Vernon, .P. has now furnished the following 
further seven names and addressed which please aid to the 
list given in my savingram under reference. 


J Ce Vheng. Pembroke College, Cambridge. 

Y.C. Chu 5, Pariser Street, Manchester. 14 
Kel Hsu 2e Ste Marke, London, NoWele 
TH. Liu 108, Goldhurst Terrace, London, N.W-6- 
SY. Shu 108, Goldhurst Terrace, London, NeWebe 
C.C. Woo 60, Stanley Grove, Manchester, 12. 
WH. Yuan 12, Steeles Road, Lomion N.W.8. 


2e A further urgent case is that of Dr. H.¥. Tzu, who has 

been at the Physical Laboratories of the Manchester University : 
for several years, His grant has now run out and strong represen- ~ 
tations have been made on his behalf by several interested parties. — 


bt I also attach a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the ~ 
Universities China Committee seeking the aid of the National 4 
Assistance Board in dealing with cases of destitution, in which 

the name of Mr. P.i* Yen appears for the first time. 


le The Foreign Office represent that it is most important that ’ 
something should be done very soom for those students who have s 
reached the end of their resources and can no longer pay for thier . 


their board and lodging, if only so as to avoid 
the anti-British propaganda which some of them may 
otherwise be expected to make when they return to 
Chinae 


Se I shall be glad to learn that you consider 
' gome such solution as that sugugested in paragraph 5 of 
ey savingram under reference to be practicable for 
dealing with at least the most urgent of these cases. 


rer: 
Bal 


The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 
London, SeWele 


My Reference.........9 5112/108/ 50° 
Your Reference. ..F-C1621/58 


/6 June, 1950. 
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Thank you for your letters of the 9th and 12th 
June about the Chinese students in this country. 
si by I expect you will meanwhile have Paskin's letter 
to Scott of the 10th June, in which he outlined the 
steps being taken to deal with this difficult problem 
We are now bringing the case of Dre Tsu to the Governor's 
notice, and are also sending him a copy of the enclosure 
to your letter of the 12th June, which should serve to 
emphasise the urgency of getting these people away. 


We hope it may not be long before there are some 
developments. 


, ) 


t a 


(J Be Sidebotham) 


JeSeHe SHATTOCK, ESQe, OeBeKe 


COLONIAL OFFICE, 
The Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 
London, S.W.]. 


16: 671950 


With the Compliments of the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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THE LONDON SCHOOL OF EC NOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE. 


(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON) 


eee ss — 


FC 162 1] 5 a 


a re 


: Holborn 7686 (7 lines). SED LONDON. W.C.2. 
: ‘** Poleconics, Estrand,’’ London. 


6th June, 1950. 


Dear Mr. Shattock, 


Il hope very much that we can enlist your help in the difficult case 
of a student or the School, Mr. Yen, Pei-Kuei, Mr. Yen has been a student 
of the School since October, 1948, reading for the degree in ‘conomics 
and he nas been maintaining himself on an allowance received from his home, 
which, I understand, is about 100 miles from Shanghai, jie nas not 
received any money from home recently and has only a few pounds left, 
ne has aoslied for a visa to return home via Hong Kong, but this has been 
refused, Every possible source of help to 2nable him to remain in this 
country and complete his degree course as been tried, 1 understand, but 
without success, If he cannot get a visa to return home, iis soaition is 
really desperate, Can you advise us? I would gladly send a member of my 
staff to see you with the student's file if this would be useful. 


Yours since P 


Qh, UA BAD : 


Director, 


J.o.M, Shattock, isa., 
Ciina Department, 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, 

DeWebe 


COP THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE, 


(FC 1621/59) (UNIVERSITY OF LONDON) 
HOUGHTON STREET, 
ALDWYCH, 
LONDON, W.C.2. 
6th June, 1950. , 


Dear Mr. Shattock, 


I hope very mucn that we can enlist your nelp in the 
difficult case of a student of the School, Mr. Yen, Pei-Kuei. 
Mr. Yen has been a student of tne School since October, 1948 
reading for the degree in Economics and he has been maintaining 
himself on an allowance received from his home, which, lI 
understand, is about 100 miles from Snangnai. He has not 
received any money from nome recently and has only a few pounds 

 £Ort. He has applied for a visa to return nome via Hong Kong, 
but this nas been refused. Every possible source of nelp 
to enable nim to remain in this country and complete his 
degree course has been tried, I understand, but without success. 
If he cannot get a visa to return home, nis position is really 
desparate, Can you advise us? I would gladly send a member of 
my staff to see you with the student's file if this would 
be useful. 


Yours sincerely, 


(SGD) (A.M.Carr Saunders) 


Director 


J.S.M. Shattock, Esq., 
China Department, 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, 

S.W.1. 


Registry 
No. FC 1621/54 
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Open. 


Thank you for your letter of the 
Draft. Letter ; | : 

IT o¥ : 6th June about Mr. Yen Pei-Kuei,who has 
A.M.Carr Saunders #sq., : 

London School of ) been studying at the School and now wishes 
Economics and 

Political Scienc to return to his home in China. 

Houghton Street, | : eee : | 
Aldwych, 2s As you probably know, Hong Kong is 
London, WeCe2e 


very overcrowded at the moment and the 


Me 
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shortage of accommodation is acute. 
The Government of Hong Kong have, therefore, 


been reluctant to accept anyone from 


. 


abroad in the colony, even on a transit visa, 


~ 


since it has been found from experience that 


people tend to stay on in Hong Kong,once 
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From: = | they have arrived there. However, the whole 


, @ 
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is. Bhattock. question of Hong Kong transit visas for 


; 


Chinese students abroad has now been 


reconsidered, and you should shortly be 


hearing from the C.0., to whom a copy of 


Fy : . — 


your letter has been sent. 


Copy to: C.0O. 
(Mr. R.C. Cade) 
With copy,of $f | 
Mr. Sgun ers' letter. 
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OUT FILE  $YORSIGN OFFICE,S.¥.1. 
2ist June, 1950. 
(FC 1621/59) 


M4 dea Ms Cor dounden 


Thank you. for your letter of the oth June 
about Mr. Yen rei~Kuel, who has been studying at the 
Sehool and now wishes to return to his home in 
Canina. 


Ze AS you probabl, «now, Hong xong is very 
overcrowded at the moment and the shortare of 
accomodation is acute. The Government of Hong Kong 
have, therefore, been reluctant to accept anyone 
from abroad in the colony, even on a transit visa, 
since it has been found from experience that people 
tend to stay on in Hong Konr, once they have arrived. 
there, However, the whole question of Hong Kong 
transit visas for Chinese students abroad has now 
been reconsidered, and you shouid shortly be nearing 
from the Colonial Office, to whom a copy of your 
letter has been sent. 


Vy, 


Yours elerore 


(3.8.M, Shattock) 


A.M.Carr Sauders Esq, 
London Senool of Economics and rolitical Gcience, 
Hougnaton Street, 
Aldwych, 
We Ce Ze 
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THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON) Dod 


& S HOUGHTON STREET, | 
TELEPHONE: HOLBORN 7es6 (7 LINES) ALDWYCH, ms 


TeLearams: ‘ POLECONICS, ESTRAND,’’ LONDON LONDON, wW.c.2 


Your Ref: e3rd June, 1950.- 
FC 1621/59. ? ? 
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Dear Mr. Shattock, 


Thank you very much for your letter 
of June 2lst. I have in fact already had 
a letter from the Colonial Office and the 
way is now open for Mr. Yen Pei-Kuei to 
return to China if he so wishes. 


Yours sincerel 


QALh, \ COAX 


a 


Fe bu: 


J.S.H. Shattock, Esq., 
Foreign Office, | 
London, S.W.l. 


/ k/ SO 5 coronal @FFICE, 
The Church House, 


Gt. Smith Street, 
London, S.W.|}. 


A4: 6/1950 
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Briefly, the pesition is that the Gevernor eo 
Hong Kong still finds it necessary to ensure that 
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FROM HONG KONG (Sir A. Grantham) 


D. Sth June 1990, 
R 53 * # 40,00 hrs 


Addressed 3. oF Se 
Repeated Peking No. 87. 
4 Washington No. 56. 
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Your telegram No, Ll. 
Trenait: Vieas Yor Chinese Studente, 
The 25 students have not arriyed in Hong Kang: 


In order to asitiat the U.5,. Government I have 
informed the U.8. Consul Cené¢ral that traneit visas may 
be granted to small paytiet of Kwang Tung and Fukien 
students, limited to 20 at eny one time, provided that 
prior notice of their arrival is given and that tha U. 5. 
Coneul Generel is responsible for maintenance in Hong Kong 
and cost of tnward traiwpori, A repiy is awaited. 
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Creasury Chambers, 
£ at i 130U Grext George Ptreet, 


© ~~) oy enege Qe | Om ly o- ee werent 
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1st June, 1950. 


ae a Se ald 


I enclose herewith a letter which I have 
had from Professor Blackett of Manchester University 
about one of his Chinese students who is finding 
difficulty in getting back to China, I wonder 
if you could pass this on to the appropriate 


EA ERI MOTOR 2 LOR IG, a 


person in the yore. Office and let me have 


eee NNR CR 8 gees OE = a en 


catee aan ae 


material ‘for a reply. 


John Chadwick, Esa, 
Foreign Office, 
3oWel. 


~ 


TELEPHONE: ARDWICK 2681 


THE PHYSICAL LABORATORIES, 
THE UNIVERSITY, 
MANCHESTER, 13. 


25 May 1950 


~ 


Dear Geoftrey, 


Could you pass the lollowing enquiry on to a suitable 
quarter’ JIT 

A Chinese research student, Dr. H. Y. Izu, who has 
been here ior several years on various grants, is trying 
to return to China. Apparently he cannot get @ visa to 
travel via Hong Kong. I enclose a copy of the Letter the 
Assistant Registrar received about the application. 


I have heard tnat several other peopie are in the 


saineé position. this refusal has provided a very awkward 
Situation as Dr. Tzu is left here with his grant run out. 


AS he aoes not want to stay in Hong Kong but merely to 

pass through I cannot see why there shoula be any diificulty. 
pome people have suggested that there is an intentional 
high-level resistance being put up to Chinese scholars and 
scientists going back to thelr country. i have rather 
scouted this idea but teci that 1% will grow unless. some 
better explanstion is given than that in the ietter from 

the passport officer. -+hese matters are a great nuisance 

to the University authorities and to myseli. 


we must meet Sometime in London. 


Yours sincerely, 


Geoffrey Wilson, Esq., 
aan . V/ ee r 
Foreign Ilice, 


Long On, Sg iis Ly 


Passport Office, 7 
it, Queen Anne's Gate Buildings, 
Dartmouth ot., 
MOOR, OO Ls 


20 April 1950 


bO YOur Letter dated 14th April LY5U regaraing 
ry ’ 


Izu who desires to return to China via Hong Kone. 


Owing to overcrowding in the Colony and the lack of travel. 
facilities to Ohimg, tne Authorities there are at present unable 
“to authorise me to Brant transit visas. I have a considerable 
number OL applic@egons neid in abeyance ana as in tne case of 
| be advised tnat they must 
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Seg hee 


1Zu will again approach th ae in two months’ 
LL 06 Dieasead tO advise if any change has taken piace 
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Yours Taithkiully, 


Passport Officer 
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Your letter to John Chadwick about an 
enquiry from Professor Blackett concerning 


To: ‘Chinese students who want to return to China, 
G.M. Wilson Esq., has been passed on to me to deal with. I am 
Treasury Chambers, | 
Great George Stj,sorry to have delayed @m answering it ,but we have 
SeWe Ls : Bs | 
been in correspondence with the Colonial Office 
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From: | on this subject and I have waited until I 
Mr. Shattock. 


We have just heewa from the,Gereniel Office 


7 a é ”“ 


that the Governor of Hong Kong has agreed to 


MARGIN. 


accept Chinese students in transit to their 


country, subject to certain conditions, and, in 


consequence, we are passing to the Colonial Office 


all enquiries of this nature. - 
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I think, therefore, that your best course 


will be simply to tellyProfessor Blackett that 
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he may expect to meesive—a-repiy from the 
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Colonial Office shortly. 
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I am sending a copy of this letter to 
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Cade at the Colonial Office. 
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‘ FOREIGN OFFICE, S.We4. 


(FC 1621/61) 2iet June, 1950. 


Mn, lect ton 


Your letter to John Chadwick, about an 
enquiry from Professor Blackett concerning Chinese 
students who want to return to China, has been 
passed on to me to deal with. I am sorry to have 
delayed answering it, but we have been in corres- 
pondenee with the Colonial Office on this subject 
and I have waited until I heard further from them. 


We have just learnt from them that the 
Governor of Hong Kong has agreed to accept Chinese 
students in transit to their country, subject to 
certain conditions, and, in consequence, we are 
passing to the Colonial Office all enquiries of 
this nature. 


I think, therefore, that your best course 
will be simply to tell Professor Blackett that he 
may expeet to hear from the Colonial Office shortly. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Cade 
at the Colonial Office. 


Yo Ure 


Ole 


(J7.S.H- Shattoek. ) 


Gelle Wilson BBQe» 
Treasury Chambers, 
Great Georce Street, 
SeWete 
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TELEPHONE: ARDWICK 2681 


Dear Mr. Trench, 


: Following our telephone conversation I am sending 
you some details of the Chinese students who are now 
trying to return to China and who cannot get visas to 
pass through Hongkong. 


Dr. H. Y. Tzu, Formerly a British. Council student, 
latterly an I. C. I. Research #eliow of Manchester University, 
is trying to return and resigned his fellowship here in 
expectation of getting a passage. Since he cannot get this 
he has left the University in the position of having to find 
additional money for him izuis a very distinguished young 
theoretical physicist who is extremely keen to return to his 
own country after several years’ work here. 


Dr, Tzu has given me the enclosed list of other Chinese 
students who have applied ror transit visas through Hongkong. 
I gather tney are mostly post-graduate stuuents who have 
finished their courses. I have no personal knowledge of any 
or tnem. 


I think it can be taken as quite certain that few, if 
any, of such students have any intention whatsoever of trying 
to stay in Hongkong. JI cannot see that any student.in #ngland 
now who decided to return to China would want to stay in 
Hongkone. it seems to me, tneretore, fairly clear thet all 
these applications are genuine ones for transit only. This 
is certainly the case with Tzu. 


I have been in communication with the Travel Section of 
the British Council. They say they cannot help and have also 
a list of about 30 students waiting tor visas. Perhaps this 
is the same list as mine. 
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oart from the annoyance and inconvenience to the 
University authorities caused by this delay, the students 
themselves are undoubtedly tending to believe tiuat an attempt 
is being made to prevent them returning to their country. Il 
have no doubt at all that this is incorrect but the feeling 
will grow unless the visas are granted quickly or a public 
explanation is given as to why it is impossible Lor tne 
transit. arrangements to be made tor tnese people. 


I very mach hope you will be abie to RElp Us Over Cais. 


N. C.-C, enen. &80,:, 
ar mastern Department, 
Horeign Office, 

London, 96. W.l. 
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69, Cornwell Gardens, BOnNGOn, SS. Wels 

28, Brookfield Rd., Crumpsall, Manchester 3. 
Pembroke College, Cambridge. 

1, The Oak, Pirbright Ra., Normandy, Guildford. 
Physics Deot., Birkbeck College, London, &.U.4. 
5, Parker St., Manchester, va 
Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, Derby. 
2; St. Marks, London, N.¥W. 1. 

ly, Howitt Ra,, London, N.W, 5. 

i =~ 3, Endsieign FPiace, London, W.C.1. 
53, Prince's Square, Lonuon, ¥, 2. 
O08, Goldhurst Terrace, London, N. WV. 6. 
25, Warnborough &d., Oxford. 

108, Goldhurst Terrace, Lonuon, N. W.6. 
N. 19. 


60, Giaumuir Rd., Bondon, 


o 


4£O, Kew Green, surrey. 


2%, Parliament Aili, Dondon, NN. W. 5. if 

The Physical Lab., the University, Manchester, +3 
24, Whalley Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester, 16. 
24, Whalley Rd., Whalley Range, Manchester, 16. 


pass an 


53, Prinedés Square, London, \W. 2. 
60, Stanley Grove, Manchester, 12. 
53, Prince's Square, London, W., 2. 


Oversdale Hostel, Bilton Rd., Rugby. 
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ihe Grové, Brent, London, N.iV.11. 
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Droft.” Letter 


iTo; 
1Professor 


P.M.C.Blackett, 

fhe Physical 
Laboratories, 

The University, 


iManchester, 135. 


From: 


Mr. Trench. 


Copy to: C.O,. 


(Mr. R.C.Cade) 
With copy of 


Prof. Blackett's 


10 JUN 1956 
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have arrived there. 
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Thank you for you letter of the 
12th June enclosing a list of Chinese students 
who want to return to China. 

As you probably know, Hong Kong is very 
overcrowded at the moment and the shortage of 


accommodation is acute. The Government of HongKo 


jhave, therefore, been reluctant to accept. anyone 


from abroad in the colony, even on a transit visa, 
since it has been found from experience that 
people tend to stay on in Hong Kong, once they 
However, the whole question 
of Hong Kong transit visas for Chinese students 
abroad has now been reconsidered, and you should 
shortly be hearing from the Colonial Office, to 


whom a copy of your letter and enclosure has been 


sent. 
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FOREIGN OFPIC*, S.W.4. 
(FC 1621/62) 2ist June, 1950. 


Deo Proce MasRabt 


Thank you for your letter of the 12th June 
enclosing a list of Chinese students who want to 
return to China. 


As you probably know, Hong Kong is very 
overcrowded st the moment and the shortage of 
accommodation is acute. The Government of Hong 
Kong have, therefore, been reluctant to accept 
anyone from abroad in the colony, even on a transit 
visa, since it has Xecen found from experience 
that people tend to stay on in Hong Kong, once they 
have arrived there. However, the whole question 
of Hong Kong transit visas for Chinese students 
abroad has now been reconsidered, and you should 
shortly be hearing fron the Colonial Office, to 


whom a copy of your letter and enclosure has 
been sent. 
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(N.C.C. Trench. ) 


Professor P.ii.C. Blackett, 
The Physical Laboratories, 
The University, 
Menchester, 13. 
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THE PHYSICAL LABORATORIES, 
THE UNIVERSITY, 
MANCHESTER, 13. 


me a 2661, 23 June 1950 
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Dear Mr. Trench, 


Thank you very much for 
your letter. I heard yesterday 
from Tzu that the ban had been 
Lifted. Ne and the other Chinese 
students are delighted at this. 
Very many thanks indeed for your 
help in getting this through. 


Yours sincerely, 
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N. C. ©. Trench, Esa., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S. W. a. 
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9th June, 1950. 


The Regionai Controller, 
National Assistance Board, 
London Inner Region, 

Royal London House, 
Finsbury Scouare, 

BeCe 2e 


Dear fir, 


I refer to our conversation on the telephone to-day 
in which I mentioned the plight of some Chinese students 
who have taken their degrees and had booked their passages 
home but were prevented from sailing by the action of the 
Hongkong Government in refusing to grant any transit visas. 


There is, unfortunately, no alternative way of 


reaching China, ed they now find themselves without means 
of subsistence, 


I em informed by the Central Union of Chinese 
Students that there are at present 23 a& such persons and 
the deputation this moming gave me the names of a few of 
them, nemely %t~ 


CoAe Hue formerly University Coll., London. 
TeTe Ye " studying at Kew Gardens, 
P.C. Tsoong 

< We Tuam Institute of Slovak Studies 
P.M. Tang University Coll., Londone 
QT. Chow Birkbeck College 
KeM. Hsu University College 
P.Ke Yen London Sch, of Economics, 


This Committee has been able to assist in a few cases 
by granting scholarships, but it has not the funds to help 
any more and it is very doubtful whether the Charter allows 
us to pay out money simply by way of relief of destitution. 


The very strongest representations are being made 
to the Foreign Office (which is represented on our Council), 
with a view to inducing the Hongkong Government to lift the 
ban in the cases of these men, many of whom are University 


tert tre es me Doe. ent 


lecturers in their own country and none of whom sre to 
blame for their present plight. 


There is no Chinese fmbessedor, Consul or other 
representative in this country whese duty in the ordinary 
way it would be to take care of these prople. 


there will, however, be some del ay before an 
snswer isc obteined from the Foreic n Office and in the meantime 
the men are in desperate need, 


I oa therefore writing to encuyre whether the 
National Assistance Board can do enything for then. They 


are all in lodgings md their addresses can be readily 
obtainede — | 


Yours truly, 


Secretary. 


yey a 


4 FOREIGN OFFICE, S.Weles 
4 2th June, 19. 


Will you please refer to 
letter of the 9th June 


of the Univer es China 
ational Assistance Board dated 
which I have received from Sir 
continuation of my conversation with 
in my letter under reference, 


q (3.8.H. Shattock) 
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students passing through Hong Kong on 


that a telegram has just arrived from the 


granted transit visas through the colony, 


drafted accordingly on the various papers 


| above. 
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N.C.C. Trench) 
6th June, 1950. 
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In connexion with the enquiries about Chinese 


. /61 and —/62, I spoke today to 
Mre 2.C.Cade at the Colonial Office. I understand 


of Hong Kong agreeing that Chinese students may be 


adequate guarantees of their onward passage being 
provided. We will be getting a copy of the telegram 
in due course. I suggested that the most practical 
j method of dealing with these enquiries about 
individuals would be to pass them on to the 

| Colonial Office and to inform the engquirers that we 
had done soe Mr. Cade agreed and I have, therefore, 


1 


- /59, 


Governor 


subject to 


mentioned 


(ihe. yr 
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The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 
London, S.We1. Cr 


: 
; 


95112/10E/50 10th June, 1950. 


F.C.1621/45 


. 


My Reference .. 


Your Reference 


Thank you for your letter of the 6th June about the 
difficulties being experienced by Chinese students, mainly on 
account of the Hong Kong bottleneck frem which negotiations 
between the Governor and the Chinese authorities have so far 
failed to draw the cork. 


We too, from the Secretary of-:State down, have had our 
share of enquiries, from Members of Parliament, Colleges, 
the National Council of Civil Liberties, and various 
Institutions and persons interested in getting these students 
home, and we have not failed to keep the Governor aware of the 
growing pressure, the real need for alleviating the distress of 
these people and the adverse propaganda that can be made out of 


We have also been told that facilities exist for onward 
travel by land and sea, but so far as we know they have not yet 
been put on any official footing. All the same we have already 
asked the Governor, whose reply is now awaited, whether he 
cannot see his way to authorizing visas for students (at least) 
who can provide a guarantee that they will, in fact travel on 
within a given period. We are now reinforcing that enquiry 
with copies of your letter and its enclosure. We are also 
asking Nicoll, who will be acting in Grantham's absence on 
leave, for a note of some of the people who refused to travel on, 


/ as 


ReHe scott, Esde >» CoM.Ge, C.BeEe 


REGEIVED IN C.B. 
13 JUN 1950 : 
SENT TO DEPT. ) 


as we feel that this information may well be as useful to us 
as you think it would be to you. We will let you know the 
outcome as soon as We Cane ‘ 


Meanwhile » L enclose a copy of a telegram from the 


Governor which explains the latest developments with regard to 
the Chinese students in the U.S.A. 


“ 


JeJd% PASKIN 


INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


(Sir A. Grantham) 


D, 5th June 1950, 
Ro oe OO” " 10,00 hrs 


utter oo ets Se 87 
Repes Pe NO. : 
Washington No, 56. 


Your telegram No, 47he 
Transit Visas for Chinese Students, 
The 25 etudents bavye not arrived in Hong Kong. 


In order to aseist the U.S. Government I have 
informed the U.8, Consul General that traneit visas may 
be granted to small parties of Kwang Tung and Fukicen 
students, limited to 20 at any one time, provided that 
prior notice of their arrival is given and that the U.S. | 
Consul General ie responsible for maintenance in Hong Kong 


and cost of onward transport. <A reply ie awaited. 
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4 / 10, DOWNING STREET, S.W.1 
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@ PRIVATE SECRETARY 


The attached communication addressed to the 


x Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 
with in whatever manner is considered appropriate F 


by the Department concerned. It~tefers—to 
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; 1. No acknowledgmsat 1 has been sent from here. 


2. <A plain acknowledgment has been sent from 
here, adding that the communication has been 
forwarded to your Department. 


3. Acopy of the agknowledgment which has been 
sent from here is aftached. 


Date @. 6 £6 


behets: 
int 


I4, Howitt Road, 
London, N.W.4. 
Oth June, 1950. 


The Prime Minister’ / | : 4. 
Io, Downing Street, eR 7. 
London, S.W.I. 


aE EC PRPS oP MEE ID Rr OR EY vera eee So emeemen 
, A ae ee BSS a pn eminence 
+ 


Dear Sir, 


A group of Chinese students wish to bring to your per- 
sonal attention the injustice and hardships which have 
caused to them by the refusal of the Hong Kong Government 
to grant transit visas to enable them to return to China. 


ere Repeated representations to the Passport Office in 

“ London and direct appeals to the Hong Kong Immigration 
O#@Picer have so far failed to bring any result. It will be 
much appreciated if you will kindly let me know when you 


will be pleased to receive us. We hope that in a personal 
talk with you,we would be able to evoke your sympathy in 
our case, which may contribute to the solution of our 
present predicament. 


Allow me to take this opvortunity of paying my respects 
to youe 


yours faithfully, 


My h-— 


( Mr. C.A.Hu, on behalf 
of I0 Chinese Students ) 
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letter to 


C.A. Hu, Esq., 


gO Howitt Road, 


N.W. 3. 
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23 JUN 1390 


“Colony have recently 


Sir, 
I am directed etc. to refer to 


your letter of the 9th June, addressed 


to the Prime Minister, regarding the 


question of Hong none transit visas 
for Gasneae students in the United 
Kingdom who wish to return, to China. 


As you know, Hong Kong is at the 


moment extremely: overcrowded__in—erder 


provetgn 
rat 
be—intwedueed, and in consequence it has 


unfortunately not een. possible to grant - 
Le ax 
normal transit The special 


position of Chinese students in this 


country has, however, been appreciated, 


* 


ena Te is 


“understood ‘that ‘the: Government ees the 


%. * Try 


the ir traneit vise 
“of policy 


pol 


communication concerning the revised 
regulations has been sent by the 
appropriate Department to the 
Secretary of the Universities' China 


Committee, and to Mr. C.L. Tsou,of the 


¥ 


MARGIN. 


Central Union of Chinese Students. It 


is accordingly suggested that you shoulda 
: o™~ Surmn | 
refer either to the Secretary of the 


| le nae é m . 


Committee, or to Mr. Tsor 
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gir, 


i em Q@irected by Hr, Younger to refer to your 
letter of the 9th dune, addressed to the Prime Minister, 
oe the question of Hong ong transit viees for 
re — students in the Uni Khincdon who wish to return 
o China, 


As you know, Hong Kong ie at the moment extromely 
overcrowied, and in consequence it has unfortunately 
not been possible to grant normal transit facilitics, 
The special position of Chinese students in this country 
has, however, been appreciated, If is understood that 
the Goverment of the Colony have recently modified their 
transit visa policy in favour of then and that a 
canunication concerning the revised regulations has 
been sent by the appropriate Department to the Secretary 
of Universities’ China Committes, and to Mr, ©,L. Tsou, 
of the Central Union of Chinese jtifente,. It is accordingly 
su;sgested that you should refer for 
the Sccretary of tht G: ttee, or to 


cir, | 
Your obedient servant, 
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MANCHESTER GUARD 
16 JUN 1950 


HONG-KONG 


To the Edito? of the Manchester Guardian 


Sir,—Since you published the letter 
‘from Mr. Tang and Mr. Wu deploring 
the refusal of the Hong-Kong transit 
visa to Chinese nationals last month, 


“the situation still remains the same. 
Many Chinese students are now being 
left in an even more precarious 


. financial position. 


May I point out that there is no real 
difficulty about going to China by way 


Of Hong-Kong? There are frequent . 


dictory — so-ca 


trains leaving Kowloon for the border 
town of Lohu. Two hundred yards 
across the is the Chinese town 
of Shumchun, «Thence daily trains will 


FC 1621] 65 
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take passengers to the interior of Ching | 
: by way of Canton. | 


In any case, Chinese studenis 
receiving British Gouncil scholarships. « 
get transit visas.: . 


One sailed in Apt =i Three.more have 
recently been 
' they can go ba 


sh anted their visas, If 
home, why should we 
be treated differently ? 
adamentally contra- 

* “justice.” This 
deplorable dis rin minatory action is 
bound to caus@widespread indignation ~ 
among Chines | 


who apply direct 
I think it is Br. 


K, N. Hsv. 
2, St. Mork’s cascent. London, 


N.Y 1. yune 13. 


| daw Pay 5 eer) SR 


tionals.—Yours, &c., 
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Next Paper. 


It is something to have wrought any modification 


at all in the attitude of the Governor of Hong Kong 
to this question of transit visas for students. 
Unfortunately, although the conditions now laid 
down can be easily fulfilled by students who 

have been in England under the auspices of the 
Universities’ China Committee, it will,I am 
afraid be difficult for others to comply with them. 


2. The Colonial Office, themselves, appreciate 
this, but consider Hong Kongs concessions 
satisfactory,in so far as they may be regarded 


as the thin end of the wedge. We should, I 


think, now wait and see how things work out in 
practice, and if we get a stream of complaints 
from disappointed students, we should tackle the 
Colonial Office again. 


io It will be noted from Hong Kong telegram 
no.635 at+/60 that the Chinese students in America, 
about whom this fuss originally started,have never 
arrived in Hong Kong. I understand from Mr.Ringwalt, 
of the United States Embassy, that this is because 
the United States Government has suddenly found 

$6 million with which it intends to support Chinese 
students in the United States,in the hopes that 
this will prejudice them in favour of America. 


Le As noted on other papers (not yet entered) 
there is a possibility that Alfred Holt and Company, 
the shipping firm, may be able to carry students 
direct to Taku. If this can be done and the 
process continued it will obviously gq far to 


solve the entire problem. 
* “ 
(N. Goo, et Le 


2uth June, 1950. 
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C.0.9S5u2 }to = L ICE, 
The Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, j— 
London, S.W.|. 
19: 631951 
With the Compliments of the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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The Church House, 
Great Gaith Street, 


95112/102/50 Wo %e 


fb gman, 1950, 


Dear Mr. Morkili, 


Will you please refer to your letter of the 5th 
transit vieas for Chinese students wishing to piesa ¢ 
Hong Kong on their way hance. 


We have now heard fran the Governor that he agrees to the 
grant of transit visas to bona fide Chinese students, provided 
some responsible person or organisation in Hong Kong will 
guarantee: - : 


(a) theis housing and maintenanee while in the Colony: 
funds for their onward transport from Hong Kong} 


(eo) that they will in fact continue their journey at the 
first opportunity. 


The Governor would also wish to receive prior notice of the 
name of the ship on which they will travel and the date of 
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first opportunity. 


The Gevernor would aleo wish to receive prior notice of the 
of the ship on which any stuients so guaranteed will travel 
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(co) that they will in fact continue their journey at the 
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INWARD TELEGRAM. Kh 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 
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Code 


FROM HONG KONG ( 0.A.G.} 

D. 13th June, 1950 

R. 135th "* " §09.40 hrs. 
PRIORITY 


No. 662 Confidential 


Your savingram No. 563. 
Tranait visas for students. | 


Transit visas may be given to students including 
students listed in your savingram under reference on the 
following conditions:-— 


(4) That prior notice is given of name of ship 
and date of sailing. 


(2) That a responsible person or organisation 
acceptable to you guarantees:- 


(a) the maintenance of students in Hong Kong; 


(bd) funds for their onward transport from 
Hong Kong; and 


(c) that they will in fact leave the Colony. 


Ze The British Council would presumably be prepared 
to guarantee its own students, For the remainder, I regret 
that Mr. Huang is not considered a satisfactory guarantor 
since he has a bad record in immigration matters. 
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Chinese students 


Oppose new 
Hongkong rules 


' | By Our Diplomatic Correspondent 

LTHOUGH the -Colonial Office 

has informed Chinese students |! ~~ 

in Britain that its ban on issuing}; 
Hongkong transit visas has been} 

Settee ibs _students. gogard the new 


"e Fal Union of Chinese : 
Students. in Great Britain’ and| 
Ireland was told that transit visas 
may now be issued ‘to students who 

toh Hongkong Government 
ave. vi 4 


mapas of Seenpecsey 


The aaa se one these strin- 
gent terms e Hongkong) 
.| Government has never been sym-j 
pathetic to their return to China| 
and will now have the absolute] 
veto over who or what is a “ suffi- 
cient euarantes: ad 
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It seems to me that the security angle is 
the more important one. ‘If these students are 
valuable to us and do not wish to return to 
their country, I do not think that we should be 
too particular about telling them to leave the 
United Kingdom. I see no reason why we should 
be helpful towards the present résimean ' 

I should be grateful for the views of 
VU.S.D. and Cultural Relations Devartment. 
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Parapreph 4 of a minute dated 5th June 
by Mr. J.S.H. Shattock entered at FC1621/58. 


@. Memorandum B. forwarded with Sir 
John Pratt's letter of the 29th May deels 
with a separate issue and will be taken 
up after issue of tne attached letter. One 
of the points viet in memorandum B is 
fi 
S 


that it is ne -Pticcliarly desirable 
thing for Chi e students with in many 
cases probably strong Communist leanings 


to be emovloyed in Institutions in the 
United Kingdom. 
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This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person | 
outside Government Service is authorised. 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


TYPGXs - | “=A [G2] 6X di : 
FRO TONG KOMG (0./.0.) Ta A 


D. 17th Juhe, 1950, ‘ 
R, 17th * " 09.00 hres, » 
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Uddrecacl G~ Sof S 


Repeated peking Hoe 94 (please pass to _§ 
Poking) and Singapore by savingran. 2 


immigration of Chinese. 


Reference to current arrangements as regards 
immigration of Chinese into Hong tong given below. 


oe Travellers from *ormosa and Hainan require Og 

Mong Kong entry permits obtnined through Transportation E | 
Agencies (sec paragraph two of my telegran No. 562).With “Ss 
effect from 14th June travellers from China proper excluding oe 
places contiguous to Hong Kong will also require ontry | 4 
permits obtained through Transportation Agencies. E. | 


Se Travel from i:acao is on aquota system as agreed 
with the Government of Lliacao, To Aeataaete are in ase 
but no more may come in than go out of Hong Kong. 


4. A quota system similar to the liacao system is 
roughly in force on the land border. No iahccmits are 
demanded and genuine local traders and others with gooa 
reasons to enter the Colony are admitted. Newcomere 


(mainly from Shenghai and the North)are liable to be refused 


entry. They should if they ask your advice be told to apply 
through Yransportation or Travel agencies for Hong Kong entry 
a Sh sop rbaheee Chay roa Hog nb pia in the case of 

rsons wishing to settle in the Colony and on enul 
are likely to be admitted. ad ody siesta tald 


So In general this system functions with simplicity 
end there has been little serious complaint. Real control 
Will be move effeetive when land frontier fencing is completed. 
Resuits have been satisfactory as the heavy influx has been 
stemmed without much political reaction. At present we have 
& slight excess of persons leaving, We do not wish to 
discourage this as overcrowding is still acute and is very un- 
i adage from secuvity angle in addition to other considera. 
One « | 


Go “here are two vossible problems which m have to 
be met in the futuxe : . | (is 


$ threat of heavy influx from Formoss. 
2) pessibility that lecal Chinese Government 
Officials on the border who keep their own careful check on 


these entering and leaving may consider that our regulationson 
entry are too restrictive. | . 


Taking into account illegal entries and 
fact that our restrictions on border are applied on 
common sense basis they are far from restrictive =t 
present. 
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CONFIDENTIAL Pe bana 


Addressed to Hon Kono elegran lo. 165 of 26th June 


Repeated for informati On AS. asizalsir x4 
“4 


Your telegram No, 6 Didi 4.) does 
not enable me to deal with the ate raised in my 


telegram No. 156, Travellers from North China by rail 
do not usually visit travel agencies which in any 


case (at least here in Peking) have no idea what 
action can be taken, 


2. I should be grateful for precise instructions, 
which I may pass on to local travel agancies and 
circulate to Consuls as to conditions on which entry 
permits may be issued. Are agencies entitled to 
charge any fee for their services? 


3. I should be grateful for a very early 
reply as 1 So ad receive enquiries from Chinese 
who are [| grp'undec] and most unfavourably impressed 
by our inability to give them the information they 
require, ) 


DISTRIBUTED TO _ 


Par Eastern Department. 
Consular Department, 
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| ig to the Colonial 
Office on the 6th June about the Chinese 
students at present in the United Kingdom 
who wish to return to China. Their interim 
reply was contained in Mr. Paskin's letter 
of the 10th June in which they stated that 
they were consulting the Governor of Hong Kong 
The Governor's reply in his savingram No. 
662 of the 13th June and the Colonial Office's 
letter of the 17th June in reply to the 
Sah, gl China Committee may also please 

@ seen. 


2. Along with these developments we have 
received a letter from Sir John Nicholson 
of Alfred Holt & Company containing a 
proposal that his shipping Company might 
take the whole party direct to Taku. 
Obviously we should avail ourselves of every 
possible opportunity that presents itself 

to get. these Chinese students back home and 
if you agree, I suggest that the three 
attached drafts may issue. 


3. One additional reason for submitting 
these papers to you at this stage is that 
you will be discussing this question with 
the Governor of Hong Kong at the Colonial 
Office on Monday 26th and will therefore 
wish to know the complete and up to date 
position. 


Jr We SReteoet. 


(J.S.H. Shattock) 
22nd June, 1950 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No 
28th June, 
Repeated for information to Tientsin Saving 


CI@GAl fEs. 
Your telegram No, 8807, eturn of Chinese Students, 


Subject’ to the views of His Majesty's Consul General 
Tientsin in the light of practice followed in regard to 
entry of Chinese Nationals at that port I do not (repeat 
not) think it is necessary or advisable to obtain 
advanced undertaking from the Chinese Government that they — 
will allow the students to land, As stated in my 
telegram No, 425 (not repeated to Tientsin) Chinese 
Government have made it known to all students abroad 
that they will be welcomed back, To ask for specific 
assurances would cause delay and may arouse suspicion 
that we had some ulterior motive (e.g, a desire to use 
some of the students in question as Agents). 


2, If for any reason any other students were not 
allowed to land I imagine Governor would be most 
reluctant to allow them into Nong Kong, 


ADVANCE COPY 


Far Eastern Department Head of Far Eastern Department 
Cultural Relations Department 
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With the Compliments of the Under- | 


Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 


FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES 


46, Westbourne Grove, 
8 London, W.2e 
EAA/JB/B.V. 


2ist June, 1 950. 


The Under Secretary of State, 
Colonial Office, 

The Church House, 

Great Snith Street, 

London, SeWetle 


Dear Sir, 


Further to our letter of the 7th Jute, we have now same 
further information about the problem of Chinese students in 
this country who wish to return home, 


We understand that a certain number who applied through 
the British Council have been granted visas, but those who 
made a direct approach to the Passport Office have been 
refused. 


This seems to give the impression that a certain amount 
of selection is going on and that it is not, as you state, 
the difficulty of the over-crowded state of Hong Kong and the 
virtual absence of any onward means of transportation which 
prevents the granting of visas. 


It may be that this is a matter for the Foreign Office 
but I am writing to draw your attention to the facts as I 
feel that you should be aware of them, 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd) Elizabeth A. Allen 


General secretary. 
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With the compliments of 


Wir. DE Ashford 
A fsimilar communication has been 
etek tc 


Commonwealth Relations Office, 
Downing Street, 
London, SeW.1. 


26/6/1350 


DS 33873/1/33 5m 4/50 DL Oh. 0. Sa, 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 


Australia House, 
Strand, 
London, W.C.cd. 


7th June, 1950. 


Dear Sir, 


I refer to your P 2580/17 of the 12th May 1950, 
concerning the issue of Australian Visas on Chinese 


Passports and desire to advise that this Department 
has been directed that:- 


(a) Visas for Australia may not be granted 
on passports issued by the Chinese 
Peoples Republic. 


(ob) If a Chinese is wable to produce a 
passport issued by the Chinese Nationalist 
Government, a visa may be granted (subject 
to the usual requirements) on an affidavit 
containing a full description and 
photograph of the applicant. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) Noel W. Lamidey 
Chief Migration Officer. 


The Under=Secretary of State, 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 
Downing Street, 
London, S.W.l. 


& Copy. 
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| 18/72/3/7 


NEW ZEALAND 


BC:IS 


New Zealand Government Offices, 
415, Strand, 
London, W.C.2. 


19th June, 1950. 


Dear Sir, 


Issuing of Visas to Chinese Nationals. 


With reference to your letter of the 12th 


May, 2 copy of the reply from New Zealand is attached 


for your information and necessary action. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) G. W. Quillan 
for Official Secretary. 


4 The Under-Secretary of State, 
a Commonwealth Relations Office, 


Downing Street, 
London, S. W. l. 
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P.M. 264/10/2 


Department of External Affairs, q 


Wellington, New Zealand. 


9th June, 1950. yg 


MEMORANDUM for: 


The Official Secretary, 
Office of the High Commissioner for New Zealand, 


London. a 


Issuing of Visas to Chinese Nationals. 


Receipt is acknowledged of your memorandum A8/72/3/7 
of 18th May, embodying the text of a letter dated 12th 


May from the Commonwealth Relations Office, concerning the | 
issuing of visas to Chinese nationals by United Kingdom 4 
Consuls acting as representatives of the Government of 4 


New Zealand. 


While we continue to recognize the Nationalist 
Government of China, it would seem more consistent to 
have visas for New Zealand affixed to a Nationalist 
passport alone, and not to an additional affidavit. 

a 

It is realized, however, that United Kingdom 
Consuls may be placed in an embarrassing situation in 
stamping a Nationalist passport when acting on behalf 
of the New Zealand Government, while requiring the 
Swearing of an affidavit by holders of such passports 
in connection with visas for the United Kingdom or 
United Kingdom Colonial Territories. 


If that is likely to prove the case, we should 
have no objection to the affixing of visas for New 
Zealand to an affidavit as the procedure for the 


United 
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United Kings 
itself. 


dom, rather than to the passport 


(Signed) Foss Shanahan 
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Secretary of External Affairs. 
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HONG KONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 


Published by Authority 


SUP. TO GAZETTE No.19] FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 1950. [Vout. XCII 


No. A. 76. 


NEW TERRITORIES REGULATION ORDINANCE, 1g1!o. 


ORDER BY THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 6A (2) (a) 
of the New Territories Regulation Ordinance, 1910, the Governor 
in Council has made the following Order :— 


ORDER. 


1. There shall be set apart, as the SANDY RIDGE 
CEMETERY the piece of land containing about 155 
acres at Lo Wu in the New Territories, more particularly 
described and shewn on the plan thereof deposited at 
the District Office, Taipo. 


There shall be set apart, as the SANDY RIDGE (URN) 
CEMETERY the piece of land containing about 83 acres 
at Lo Wu aforesaid, more particularly described and 
shewn on the plan thereof deposited in the District Office, 
Taipo. 
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3. Government Notification No. A. 151 published in 


Supplement No. 2 to the Gazette of 15th July, 1949, shall 
be cancelled. 


G. C. HAMILTON, 
Clerk of Councils. 


COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
12th April, 1950. 


No. A. 77. 


PUBLIC HEALTH (SANITATION) ORDINANCE, 109335. 


ORDER BY THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 99 of the 
Public Health (Sanitation) Ordinance, 1935, the Governor in 
Councll has made the following Order :— 


ORDER. 


1. The provisions of the Public Health (Sanitation) Ordin- 


ance, 1935, Shall apply to— 


” 


The Sandy Ridge Cemetery ; 
The Sandy Ridge (Urn) Cemetery. 


2. Government Notification No. A. 183 in Supplement 
No. 2 of the Gazette of 9th September, 1949, shall be cancelled. 


G. C. HamILton, 
Clerk. of Councils. 


COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
12th April, 1950. 


SUPPLEMENT No. 2, APRIL 21, 1950. 


DUTIABLE COMMODITIES ORDINANCE, 1931. 


REGULATIONS BY THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL. 


(under section 6 of the Ordinance) 


a 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Dutiable Be 
Commodities Ordinance, 1931, the Governor in Council hereby a 
amends the First Schedule to the regulations made under the said 4 
Ordinance as set forth on pages 1352-1435 of Volume III of the - 
Regulations of Hong Kong (1937 Edition) as follows— 4 

AMENDMENTS 3 

1. Form No. 14 (Hotel Keeper’s Adjunct Licence) appearing 4 
on page 1401 of the said Volume III, is amended by the deletion s 
from Condition 2(ii) of the following— : 

.“‘for which a charge of at least thirty cents can reasonably . 

be made,’’. | ’ ) 


2. Form No. 15 (Restaurant Adjunct Licence) appearing on “ 
page 1402 of the said Volume III, is amended by the deletion from “6 
Condition 2 of the following— 


‘for which a charge of at least thirty cents can reasonably 
be made,’’. 


3. Form No. 16 (Chinese Restaurant Licence) appearing on 
page 1403 of the said Volume III, is amended by the deletion at 
the foot of the page of the following— 


for which a charge of at least thirty cents can reasonably 
be made,’’. 


G. C. HAMILTON, 
Clerk of Councils. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
14th April, 1950. 
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No. A. 79. } 
HONG KONG 


ORDINANCE No. 6 of 1901 (RATING) 


In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 8 (2) of the 
Rating Ordinance, 1901, the Governor in Council has adopted 
wholly, as the valuation for the year commencing on the 1st April, 
1950, the existing valuation of the rateable tenements in the New 
Territories other than New Kowloon. 


G. C. HAMILTON, 
Clerk of Councils. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
15th April, 1950. 


No. A. 80. : 
\ IMMIGRANTS CONTROL ORDINANCE, 109409. 


REGULATIONS BY THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL. 


e Immigrants Control Ordinance, 1949, and of all other 
powers thereunto him enabling His Excellency the Governor in 
Council has made the following regulations : — 


| In exercise of the powers conferred upon him by section 34 


pe? REGULATIONS. 
Ay” Citation. 1. These regulations may be cited as the Immigrants Control 
‘ (Amendment) Regulations, 1950, and shall be read as one with 
G.N.A. 53. the Immigrants Control Regulations, 1949, hereinafter referred 
Gasette to as the principal regulations. 
u ° 
No. 2 of 
18.3.49. 


2. Regulation 15 of the principal regulations (as amended 
the Immigrants Control (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 
1949), is hereby amended by the insertion of the word ‘‘Macau’’ 
between the words ‘‘to”’ and ‘‘Hainan”’ appearing in paragraph (b) 
of the proviso to the said regulation. 


Amendment 


principal 


eS arage ny 
G.N.A. 278. 
tes gg 
uppl. 
No. 2 of G. C. Hamitton, 
30.12.49. 


Clerk of Councils. 


NCIL CHAMBER, 


\ Cou 
t e \bon mi 18th April, 1950. 
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Explanatory Note 


_ The Immigrants Control Regulations, 1949 (as amended by the 
Immigrants Control (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 1949), exempt 
citizens of the Chinese Republic if of Chinese race and if entering or 
leaving the Colony from or to.a destination in such Republic from the 
provisions of sections 18, 24 and 25 of the Immigrants Control Ordinance, 
1949, provided that such persons— 


(a) be not wholly or partially attired in uniform; and 


(6) are not entering or leaving the Colony from or to Hainan or q 
Taiwan. E 


_ 2. The effect of the new amending regulations is to add, to the 
proviso above described, persons who are citizens of the Chinese Republic % 
entering or leaving the Colony from or to Macau. Consequently upon the — 
coming into force of such Regulations, citizens of the Chinese Republic a 
seeking to enter the Colony from Macau or leave the Colony for Macau ie 
will no longer be exempt from the provisions of sections 18, 24 and 25 
of the Immigrants Control Ordinance and may therefore be subject to * 
control as authorized by the Ordinance in particular regarding entry. 2s 


No. A. 81. 


CORONER’S ABOLITION ORDINANCE, 1888. 
(No. 5 OF 1888). 


ORDER BY THE GOVERNOR 
(under section 5(1) of the Ordinance). 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 5(1) of the 
Coroner’s Abolition Ordinance, 1888, His Excellency the Governor 
has ordered, and it is hereby ordered as follows— 


1. This Order may be cited as the Places for Post Mortem Citation. 
(Amendment) (No. 2) Order, 1950, and shall be read as one with ; 
the Places for Post Mortem Order, 1949, hereinafter referred to G.N.A. 287 4 
as the principal Order. of 1949. 


2. Paragraph 2 of the principal Order is hereby amended Amendment 


_by the deletion of the following at the end thereof— Bs eon a 
2 of the a 
‘fof persons specified in the second column thereof’’. principal 3 
Order. 3 
3. The Schedule to the principal Order is hereby amended een of 3 
by the deletion of the second column thereof. —— 
of the 
By Command, ae 


R. R. Topp, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
18th April, 1950. 
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COLONIAL SECRETARIAT. 


No. A. 82. 


The Royal Warrant and Regulations governing the institution 
of the Cadet Forces Medal are published for general information. 


RK. RK, Fopp, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 
17th April, 1950. 


THE CADET FORCES MEDAL 


RoyAL WARRANT 
GEORGE R. 


GEORGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland 
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender 
of the Faith, to all to whom these Presents shall come, 
Greeting ! 


WHEREAS We are desirous of honouring those who have 
rendered long and meritorious service as Officers, Chief Petty 
Officer Instructors and adult Warrant Officers in or with the 
Services Cadets. 


We do by these Presents for Us, Our Heirs and Successors 
institute and create a new Medal and we do hereby direct that it 
shall be governed by the following rules and ordinances. 


First: Style-——The Medal shall be designated and styled 
‘“The Cadet Forces Medal.’’ 


Secondly : Description.—The award shall be in cupro-nickel 
in the form of a circular Medal bearing on the obverse 
the Crowned Effigy of the Sovereign and on the reverse 
the inscription “‘The Cadet Forces Medal,’’ and a 
representation of a torch. The name of the recipient 
shall be stamped on the rim of the Medal. 


Thirdly : Ribbon.—The Medal shall be worn on the left 
breast suspended from a ribbon one and a quarter inches 
in width which shall be in colour green with yellow 
edges, narrow stripes of dark blue, red and light blue 


* 
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being superimposed. The ribbon shall be worn with the 
dark blue stripe further from the left shoulder than the 
stripe of light blue. 


Fourthly : Eligibility (Royalty)—The Medal may be worn 


by Us, Our Heirs and Successors, Kings and Queens 
Regnant of Great Britain, Ireland and the British 
Dominions beyond the Seas, and it shall be competent 
for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, to confer at Pleasure 
the award upon any Princes or Princesses of the Blood 
Royal. 


Fifthly : Eligibility (general).—Those eligible for the Medal 


shall be persons granted Commissions by Ourself, Our 
Heirs or Successors, or by Our Admiralty or by Our 
Lieutenants of Counties or by Our Air Council, in Our 
Reserve or Auxiliary or Volunteer Forces, and persons 
given appointments prior to ist February, 1942, as 
Officers by the Navy League or the Air League of the 
British Empire, for service in Units of or with Services 
Cadets, who have so served with such Commissions or 
appointments on or after 3rd September, 1939, and Chief 
Petty Officer Instructors and adult Warrant Officers of 
Services Cadets who were serving as such on or after 
3rd September, 1939, such Services Cadets having been 
raised in Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, any of Our Colonies or a territory 
under Our protection; or within any other part of Our 
Dominions Our Government whereof shall desire to take 
part in the grant of the award, under Regulations 
approved by Us, or within any territory under Our 
protection administered by Us in such Government. 


Sixthly : Service required.—The period of service requisite 


for the award shall be twelve years qualifying service 
subsequent to 3rd September, 1926, inclusive, as defined 
in the regulations hereinafter mentioned, qualifying 
service during the Second World War, in the period 
3rd September, 1939, to 2nd September, 1945, being 
reckoned two-fold. Service which has been, or may be, 
reckoned as qualifying service for the Efficiency Decora- 
tion or the Efficiency Medal or the Clasps thereto or 
service which has been recognized by the award of any 
other alternative Efficiency or Long Service Award may 
not be reckoned towards the award of the Medal. 
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Seventhly : Continuily.—Qualifying service shall be contin- 
uous, exception only being made to this rule in the 
manner prescribed in the Regulations hereinafter men- 
tioned. | 


Eighthly: Qualifying service terminated by disability.—lt 
shall be competent for Our First Lord of the Admiralty, 
Our Secretary of State for War or Our Secretary of State 
for Air, as the case may be, or for the Governors or 
Officers administering the Government, as the case may 
be, of Our respective Colonies or territories under Our 
protection, or the appropriate Ministers of State in any 
of Our Dominions, Our Government whereof shall so 
desire, or within any territory under Our protection 
administered by Us in such Government, in relation to 
the Services Cadets within their respective jurisdiction, to 
approve the special award of this Medal where qualifying 
service has been terminated by disability of a permanent 
nature directly attributable to qualifying service during 
the period 3rd September, 1939, to 2nd September, 1945, 
before the completion of the required period of qualifying 
Service, provided that in such cases the individual has 
completed qualifying service which under the terms of 
this, Our Warrant, may be reckoned as eleven years. 


Ninthly : Clasp.—A Clasp to the Medal, to be attached to the 
ribbon when the Medal itself is worn, and in cupro-nickel, 
may be awarded on the completion of each additional 
twelve years of qualifying service after the end of the 
qualifying period for the grant of the Medal. A cupro- 
nickel rose Emblem denoting the award of each Clasp 


shall be worn on the ribbon when the ribbon only is 
worn. 


Tenthly : Certificate of efficiency.—No person shall be recom- 
mended for the Medal or Clasp unless, having completed 
the qualifying period of service, it is certified that he is, 
or was when he last served, efficient and in every way 
deserving of the award. 


Eleventhly : Registration.—The names of all-those to whom 
the Medal or Clasp is awarded shall be recorded in the 
mariner prescribed in ‘the Regulations hereinafter men- 
tioned. pole Sagres | : 
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. Twelfthly : Order of wear.—In the official list showing the 
order in which Orders, Decorations and Medals are worn 
the Cadet Forces Medal shall be placed after The King’s 
Medal for Champion Shots in the Military Forces and 


before the Rocket Apparatus Volunteer Long Service 
Medal. 


Thirteenthly : Mintatures.—Reproductions of the Medal, 
known as miniature Medals, which may be worn on 
certain occasions by those to whom the Medal is awarded, 
shall be approximately half the size of the Cadet Forces 
Medal, and a sealed pattern of the miniature Medal shall 
be kept in the Central Chancery of Our Orders of 
Knighthood. 


Fourteenthly : Forfeiture and Restoration.—lt shall be com- 
petent for Our First Lord of the Admiralty, Our Secretary 
of State for War, or Our Secretary of State for Air, as 
the case may be, or for the Governors or Officers adminis- 
tering the Government, as the case may be, of Our 
respective Colonies or territories under Our protection, 
or for the appropriate Ministers of State in any of Our 
Dominions, Our Government whereof shall so desire, or 
within any territory under Our protection administered 
by Us in such Government, in relation to the Services 
Cadets within their respective jurisdiction, to cancel and 
annul the conferment of the Medal or Clasp on any 
person, under the conditions laid down in the Regulations 
hereinafter mentioned, and also to restore a forfeited 
award under those Regulations. 


PS, 
ean 


Fifteenthly: Regulations.——The award shall be conferred 

; under such Regulations as to grant, forfeiture, restoration 
and other matters, in amplification of this Our Warrant, 
as may with Our approval be issued from time to time 
by Our First Lord of the Admiralty, Our Secretary of 

State for War, or Our Secretary of State for Air, as the 

case may be, after agreement has been reached between 

those three Ministers and Our Prime Minister, or subject 

to the agreement of the aforesaid Ministers, by the 

Governors or Officers administering the Government, as 

the case may be, of Our respective Colonies or territories 

under Our protection, in relation to the Services Cadets 

| within their respective jurisdiction, or by the appropriate 

‘ Minister of State in any of Our Dominions, Our Govern- 
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ment whereof shall so desire, or within any territory 
under Our protection administered by Us in_ such 
Government. 


Lastly: Annulment, &c., of rules and ordinances.—We 
reserve to Ourself, Our Heirs and Successors, full power 
of annulling, altering, abrogating, augmenting, inter- 
preting, or dispensing with these rules and ordinances, 
or any part thereof, by a notification under Our Sign 
Manual. 


Given at Our Court at St. James’s, this first day of [ebruary, 
one thousand nine hundered and fifty, in the fourteenth year of 


Our Reign. 


By His Majesty’s Command, 
Cok. ATTLEE. 


THE CADET FORCES MEDAL 
REGULATIONS 


Made by the First Lord of the Admiralty, the Secretary of 
State for War and the Secretary of State for Air, with the agree- 
ment of the Prime Minister, under the terms of the Royal 
Warrant, and approved by The King. 


February, 1950. 
1. Eligibility 
‘Services Cadets’’ shall mean, in the United Kingdom, 
service in *‘open’’ or “‘closed’’ Units of the Sea Cadet Corps, the 
Combined Cadet Force, the Junior Training Corps, the Officers 
Training Corps, the Army Cadet Force, or the Air Training 
Corps. 


2. Qualifying service 
Qualifying service shall be— 


(1) Commissioned service, or enrolled service as a Chief 
Petty Officer or adult Warrant Officer, in or with the following :— 


i : A i P : : . af 
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(A) The Services Cadets, as defined in Regulation 1 
above. 


(B) The Navy League Sea Cadets, subsequent to 3rd 


September, 1926, and up to tst February, 1942, 
inclusive. 


(C) The Cadet Force administered by the British National 
Cadet Association from the formation of that 
Association in 1930 until ist February, 1942, or 
subsequent to 3rd September, 1926, in the Cadet 
Force which existed in the United Kingdom before 
the formation of that Associaton. 


(D) The Air Defence Cadet Corps administered by the 
Air League of the British Empire from Ist July, 
1938, inclusive, until the formation of the Air 
Training Corps on 1st February, 1941. 


(E) Any officially recognized Services Cadets of any 
country of the British Commonwealth, provided that 
the service shall not be reckoned at the same time 
for any similar award under the regulations of the 
country concerned. 


(11) Commissioned or other service in the following :— 


(A) During hostilities, the Armed Forces of the Crown 
or the Merchant Navy. 


(B) In peace-time conditions, the Reserve or Auxiliary 
Forces, as specified by the Board of Admiralty, the 
Army Council or Air Council, involving a liability 
to regular periodic training. 


(C) In peace-time conditions, the Armed Il orces of the 
Crown involving compulsory full-time service. 


provided, under (ii) (A), (B), or (C), 


(a) that such service shall be reckoned as qualifying 
service only where it has interrupted continuous 
qualifying service in the Cadet lorces, 


(b) that such service shall not have been recognized 
by the award of an alternative Efhciency or Long 
Service award, 


and provided, under (ii), (B), or (CQ), 


—(c) that such regular periodic training or compulsory 
service shall have been carried out by the 
candidate. 
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Service with Cadets of Officers with Territorial (General 
List) Commissions is not counted as qualifying service for the 
Efficiency Decoration except in the case of ex-Junior Training 
| Corps officers who will be permitted to complete that current 
4 period for the award of the Decoration or a Clasp, as the case 
4 may be, and having completed that period will cease to be eligible 
4 to qualify for a Clasp and further Clasps and will begin to 
| qualify for the Medal. 


3. Territorial (General List) service with Cadets 


4. Cadet service 


2 Service as a Cadet will not in any circumstances be reckoned 
as qualifying service. 


5. Continuity of service 


Qualifying service shall be continuous, exception being made 
at the discretion of the First Lord of the Admiralty, the Secretary 
of State for War or the Secretary of State for Air, as the case 
may be, should a break in qualifying service not exceed six months. 
Exception may also be made, at the discretion of one of the afore- 
mentioned Ministers concerned, when on transfer from an overseas 
! Cadet Force of the British Commonwealth to a United Kingdom 
} Cadet Force, the break in qualifying service does not exceed twelve 
4 months. 


6. Honorary rank 


Service in an honorary rank, for example, as honorary Colonel 
of a Cadet Unit, shall not be qualifying service. 


”. Registers of recipients 


Registers of those to whom the Medal has been awarded in 
the United Kingdom shall be maintained at the Admiralty, War 
Office and Air Ministry in relation to the Services Cadets within 
their respective jurisdiction. 


8. Delegated power to make awards 


Delegated power to make awards under the Royal Warrant 
in the United Kingdom shall be vested in the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, the Secretary of State for War and the Secretary of 
State for Air, as the case may be. 
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9. Forfeiture 
(a) If the service of an Officer, Chief Petty Officer Instructor ‘ 
or Warrant Officer is terminated for misconduct or for Ri 
neglect of duty, he shall be liable, at the discretion of the ss 
First Lord of the Admiralty, the Secretary of State for 7 : 
War or the Secretary of State for Air, as the case may 4 
be, to forfeit the Medal. 7 
(b) Any holder of the Medal who is convicted of treason, 3 
sedition, mutiny, cowardice, desertion or disgraceful ee 
conduct of an unnatural kind, shall forfeit the Medal. a 
10. Restoration j 
A Medal forfeited under Regulation 9 (a), may be restored ; 


at the discretion of the First Lord of the Admiralty, the Secretary 
of State for War or the Secretary of State for Air, as the case 
may be. 
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APACS GE A wo SOPGIER \ ’ aS BVOsGrs, Gm Nie F))) () 
July, 1250. 
Repeated for information to Hong Kong 
and Saving to ps 


62'/ 


My telegram No. 935 (not repeated Hong Kong) and my 


telegram No. 425 (not repeated Tientsin). 
FC tozt /@s$ 


You will no doubt have seen Hsi Agency English 
service item dated 28th June giving text of statement 
issued 27th Jume by Overseas Students Affairs Commission 
of Central Government Cultural and Educational Committee 
stating categorically that no (repeat no) entry permits 
are required for Chinese students returning to China from 
abroad. 


Statement was issued with special reference to 
refusal by British Consulates of visas for Hong Kong and 
refusal of passages by American shipping lines. 


Far Eastern Department 
Cultural Relations Department. 
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J TELEGRAMS: “ANOCOMISSO, KNIGHTS, LONDON.” CODES :— TELEPHONE: SLOANE 9030 
[o> OABLEGRAMS : ‘“‘ANCOMISSO, LONDON.” MISSIONS 


OHINA INLAND MISSION 


(® CONFERENCE OF MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 


IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


Hon. Treasurer 


Siz NIGEL DAVIDSON , : EDINBURGH HOUSE, 


Secretaries 
REV. 8S. H. DIXON 
REv. H. M. GRACE 
REV. G. APPLETON ( : 


“i | he (Two minutes from Sloane Square Station) 


shd.vjh e7th June 1950 
A.E. Franklin, Esq., aa ce ine 
Foreign Office, , 1o2l / 76 ; | , 
Downing Street, a aS ' 


S.Wel. plese 


Dear Mr. Franklin, 


The Conference of Missionary Societies , Far East 
Committee, has been very concerned about the refusal of 
Hongkong visas. tothe: small body-of Chinese students and 
visitors ‘in’ this: country, particularly those who have deen: 
in training heres: Several. of: these-studente: and: ‘visitors’ 
have had :a great. regard’ for the British people ‘and: for: 


British fstitutions and British ways, but their belief in « 
.Britainvhas »\been ‘sorely shaken: by the refusal-of the hh 
British authorities: to. allow them to return via Hongkong’ 
to their homes and their work.: -Nd'only’so, but the °— 

:i' Communist press. and Communist leaders. in different countries 


have xploited this refusal of-visags:to the full, and-the' 
British good name has suffered in scuyeaeene?: 


+6 i ; tS 


| «The group of seb} <apousored: students and: visitors | 


is eaaae small, and ‘having regard. ta. the size of the” 53 


population in Hongkong, it is difficult for such Vitease 

to understand why :they should be so long delayed here, or 
actually prevented for a long period from returning to 
Hongkong or China. Several of the Chinese in question have 
lodgings already offered to them in Hongkong, or have 

CERSR AOS ee wniee underteke to care for them. 


I regret sto ina further that a feeling of injustice 
has arisen, owing to special excptions having been made in 
certain instances through organisations 2%, people e who have 
official friends in Hongkong. There are, | ose who decline to 
utilise the special aid of influential friends in Hongkong to 
secure specially favourable treatment, but feel it necessary 
to rely upon the normal, straight-forward official applications, 


2 EATON GATE, LONDON, S.W.1 


— 


. 


" : , . ‘ 
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. * 
’ 


= In. this. way,. not only. has: there. ,been. considerable : 
irritation and a growing sense:of jnjustice, ibut:also. the. 
conviction that: the British authorities have: presented the 
Communist press and the: People’s: Government: of China with 
opportunitiesiof:easy criticiam, iand. to thatéxtent, embarrassed 
the negotiations now proceeding with the Ghinese Government. 
However, the most; important element in the situation. is. that 

we are tending to.transform excellent.:friends of this country 
into disaffected critias, who are ‘Losing some measure of ‘their 


goodwill .towards thisccountry. 2 lest 


‘ ) . 7 


I append on an accompanying sheet particulers of a 
few sample cases, and greatly appreciate your willingness 
consider sympathetically. their applications.,... 


: _ 


‘sincerely, 


Chinese Visitors to Britain Whose Return to China is Ure entl 
Requested and | ! -are 


DR, GBA CE TSENG of the Methodist Hospital, Fatshan, Kwangtung, 
completed a course in children's diseases in February last, 


and has been waiting ever since for a transit visa to enable 
her to return vie Hongkong to Fatshan. Amongst other respon- 
sibilities, Dr. Tseng is to be Finance Officer of the hospital, 
which has strongly desired her return since February last. 

She is stated to be quite essential to the efficient work of 
the hospital. The easiest reference regarding her character 
end training is Miss H.M. Porter, Methodist Missionary Society, 
25 Marylebone Koad, London, N.W.1. (WELbeck 2541). 


MISS MARY HA » nurse, graduate of the Hankow Methodist Hospital, 
as been doing post-graduate training in Englend. After com- 


pleting her period of training, she has been filling in time 
at the Prince of Wales General Hospital, London, Nel5. The 
Vethodist authorities in Kunming recently cabled, urging her 
immediate return for service in the Chaotung Hospital, Yunnan, 
in the training school for nurses. Well-trained, competent 
Chinese nurses are exceedingly scarce in that area, and there 
ig no doubt that important responsibilities will devolve upon 
Miss Ma immediately upon her return, ( Regen : Ww Corin, an aleve) 


in the cases of Dr. Tseng and Misa Me, hospitality has 
already been offered by the Rev. Ga. ey, Hongkong, and travel 


facilities to their destinations are available. 


DR. Sa YOH HSIEH , Profeasor of Gynaecology and Obstetrics, 
es nea Union Riversity, came to England in December 1949, 
studied at Hammersmith Hospital and also Chelsea Hospital and 

Marylebone Hospital. Dr. Cunningham, the lady head of her 

department at the University at Chengtu, has contracted some 
illness, and strongly desires Dr. Yoh to return immediately. 

this doctor is booked on the s.s. Canton, July 28th, but has 

been unable to secure her visa. She is well-known to 

Dr. Gordon King of Hongkong University; and to Professor 

Ho Pao-chang of the same University (Pathology Department) ; 

and has Chinese business friends in Kowloon. Dr. Yoh's present 

address is 29 Nottinghem Blace, W.1., and her case is sponsored 


by the China Christian Universities Association, 85 Charles Street, 
Wl. (President: the Archbishop of York). 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1., 
8th July, 1950 


1 


Thank you for your letter of the 27th June 
about the refusal of Hong Kong transit visas 
to a number of Chinese studemts and visitors 
in this country. 
2. As I explaiied to you-eretty over the 
telephone some days ago, Ho ong is exceedingly 
overcrowded at present and for.this reason, 
it is undgértunately not possible to. grant the 
normal transit facilities. You may ,however, 
have heard by this time that’. a modification to 
the rules for granting transit visas through 


Hong Kong has now been made in favour of 82% 
Chinese students, subject to certain 


conditions, These conditions are that some 
responsible persons or organisation in 
Hong Kong will guarantee:- 

(a) Their housing and maintenance while in 
the Colony; 

(bo) Funds for their onward transport from 
Hong Kong; 

(c) That they will, in fact, continue their 

(New line) 

journey at the first opportunity./ ; —ertae 


warn = L\é eiesete ‘Ce aie 


in advance of the name of th | D which the 


evel and the é te of tting, 
ys The British Council have been prepared to 
gSive such a guarantee through heir local 
_ representative and | more. recently on-the-questton | 
that. other bodies such as the ‘Universities China 
Commi ties, have also been able to. fulfil the 


Hong Kong requirements, It is for this reason 


that a certain number of students have been able 
to obtain transit visas and not because they have 
friends in high places, 

ii The (conditions upon which transit visas 
may be granted to students have been made known 


by the Colonial Office to all the Chinese students 
known to them, either in direct correspondence . 


} “kien! 
or through organisations such as the 
China Committee in London or the "Central Union of 
Chinese Students", ' With regard to the three 
ladies mentioned in the emclosure So your letter 
I am sending particulars, together with a copy 
of your meses Bre the Colonial Office and I 
think that your best course would be to write to 
the Colonial Office yourself to-sobenéain whether 
you.are able to find guarantors in Hong Kong for 
the person in question, I understand that the 
ystem has been working quite er with 
students sponsored by the Universities China 
Committee and the Central Union of Chinese 
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CABLEGRAMS: “‘ANCOMISSO, LONDON.”’ MISSIONS 
OHINA INLAND MISSION 


CONFERENCE OF MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 


IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 


Hon. Treasurer 


SmR NIGEL DAVIDSON EDINBURGH HOUSE, 


Secretaries 
Rev. S. H. Drxon 2 EATON GATE, LONDON, S.W.1 
REV. H. M. GRACE (Two minutes from Sloane Square Station) 
REV. G. APPLETON 
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A AE. Franklin, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 

S.W.1. 


Dear Mr. Franklin, 

I am writing to acknowledge your letter 
of July 12th regarding transit visas for Chinese students, in 
the absence of Mr. Dixon who is attending meetings in Canada. 


I will show him your letter as soon as 
he returns. 


Yours truly, 


(olen. 9. Holle. 


Secretary to Mr. Dixon 
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My Reference... 9511. 2/: 108/ 50 ee 4 
Your Reference CONFIDENTIAL ong... | Hous, 1950. 


Dear Trench, : an . 
: = (RL os Or ! uv 
Thank you for your letter of the 2/th June about the 
suggestion made by Alfred Holt and Company that they might carry 
some Chinese students direct to Taku, or other ports in China. 


We have no doubt that the Hong Kong Government would : 
welcome any move which would tend to lessen the number of persons |} 
entering the Colony "in transit", but we feel sure that they 
would not welcome any who had already been refused admission to 
China. 


As matters now stand we have what seems, to be a satisfactory | 
arrangement in so far as the Indemnity Scholars are concerned. 
The Universities‘ China Committee have given guarantees which 
the Governor has accepted; the Passport Office has been 
authorised to grant them transit visas for Hong Kong as and when 
they apply for them, and we have undertaken to give the Governor 
advance notice of the names and dates of sailing of the ships 
on which they will leave this country. There seems every reason | 
to think that this plan will work smoothly and that the students | 
will-be able to proceed from Hong Kong to China. In any case, a 
under this plan the shipping company is fully covered as there 
can be no question of the students not being allowed to 
disembark at Hong Kong on arrival there fran England. 


/if 


N.C.C. TRENCH, ESQ, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 


5 eee b 
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If on the other hand, thoSe students were now to sail for 
some port in China and to retum to Hong Kong after they had been 
refused admission by the Chinese authorities there would be good 
grounds for suspecting that they would equally not be allowed to 
enter China from Hong Kong and, in those circumstances, we should 
not feel able to press the Hong Kong authorities to accept then. 


As you know, the ban on the grant of visas and transit visas 
for Hong Kong was imposed with the object of ensuring that Hong 
Kong would not, during the emergency, be saddled with additional 
people who are either unable or unwilling to leave the Colony 
once they have arrived. But to avoid undue hardship to Chinese 
students in this country whose funds are running low the Governor 
has agreed to grant transit visas to any such students who can 
furnish reasonable assurance that they will not stay in the 
Colony longer than is necessary for the purpose of arranging 
their onward journey. That does not appear to us to be an 
unreasonable requirement, but we do not see on what grounds we 
could ask the Governor to admit to the Colony any people who 
have already hegan refused admission to their coumtry of destination. 


We feel therefore that if any Chinese students in England 
elect to travel direct to some port in China and are refused 
admission by the Chinese authorities they should, én accordance 
with nomal practice, be returned to this country and not be taken 
to Hong Kong contrary to our understanding with the Governor. 
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‘ ALFRED HOLT & C9 Gg /?- 
OCE EAM SHIP COMPANY LIMITED. ps By eS Bi can 
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, YOUR REFERENCE 


“ODYSSEY” LIVERPOOL. 30th June, 1950. 


TELEPHONE N° 5630 CENTRAL. 


Dear Scott, 
Thank you for your letter of 27th 


I understood from the Secretary of the Universities! 


China Committee that the probable numbers were 18 Boxer Indemnity 


Scholars (he has subsequently indicated that these will probably 


be allowed by the Colonial Office to travel via Hong Kong, in 


which case they will not affect our problem), and 35 other students. 


Assuming, therefore, that the total is not more than 


40/50 we had better make a job of it and get the whole lot away in 
one ship leaving here at the beginning of August or September. 

I should add that we are not in the least anxious to 
undertake this venture and would not even consider it unless we 
could be satisfied that our help was really needed and that there 
was adequate justification for the apparent obstructionism of the 
Hong Kong Government. For apart from the possible political 
complications this will incidentally involve us in fitting up 
temporary accommodation in space that is properly required for cargo, 
and on our past experience of students I have little doubt that they 
will give us neither payment nor thanks in return ! 

You will be better able to judge whether the outcome of 


the Korean trouble is likely to prevent us from getting ships up to 


abate oat, 


t 


Taku and disembarking these’people there, but at all events 
it seems to reinforce the importance of a cast-iron guarantee 


from the Hong Kong Government to accept them and relieve us of 


all subsequent responsibility in the event of a hitch. This 


point is not of course affected by the fact that when the time 
comes we may be able to land them more easily in Shanghai than 
at Taku. 


Yours sincerely, 


he Ml Ne Mi 


4 
4 


R.H. Scott, Esq., 
The Foreign Office, 
London. 
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Nogy26 (-/430/50) 


His Mayesty’s Minister, Peking, presents his compliments to 


His Majesty’s Gonexik Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs 


and transmits herewith copy of the undermentioned paper. 


Pekwng, 
24th 


Reference to previous despatch ; 


“4 tel ts b384 “ats 


Description of Inclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Note to Vice Minister for HONGKONG IMMIGRATION CONTROL 
Foreign Affairs dated ORDINANCE OF 1949. 
24th May 1950. 
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21 Heing Kuo Lu, 4 


24th May, 160. 


Copied to:- 
Foreign Offiee No. 26 
Hong Kong No. 6 


(My dear Vice-Minister), 


I duly referred to Hise Majesty's Government the text 
of Your Exceliency'’s letter to me No. FA PU Ou 26/50 of 
May Sth on the subjeet of the Hong Kong Immigration Control 
Ordinance of 1949 and have now been instructed to send Your 
Excellency the following reply. 


Dwing the last few months the population of Hong Kong 
has undergone a large and continuing increase on account of 
influx of Chinese from the Republic of China, The area has 
become eo seriously overcrowded, with attendant health, 

fire and water shortage risks, that the Government of 

Hong Kong were compelled to introduce the measures in 

question in order to cantrol any further increase, and to 
effect some relation between the number of those arriving 

and of those leaving. As therefore, the purpose of these 
controls is to ensure the health, safety and well-being of 
those living in Hong Kong, including many Chinese nationals 
who have recently come there from China, His Majesty's 
Government are unable to accept the contention of the 

Chinese Government that this wae an unreasonable and unfriendly 
action towards the Chinese People's Republic and people. 


(Je Ce Hutchison ) 


Hie Excellency 
Mr, Chang Han-fu, 
Vice Minister for Poreign Affairs, 
Central People’s Government, 
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Charge d'Affaires 
His Majesty’s Minster, Peking, presents his compliments 


to H.M. Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and transmits herewith three cop ies of the undermentioned 
paper 


Peking. 
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Description of Inclosure 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Letter from Mr. Hutchison Immigration Control, Hong Kong. 
to Mr. Chang Han-fu 


No. 23 ( /430/ 50 ) 27th April. 19650, 


Copied to Hong Kong No.4 
F.0. No.19 


I am writing on the instructions of His 
Mejesty's Government in the United Kingdom to 
give Your &xcellency prior notice of a change that 
will very shortly be wade in the applicstion to 
Chinese nationals of the Hong Kong Immigration 
Gontrol Ordinance of 1949. 


This Ordinence provides for control of 
ell persons entering Hong Kong, but by Regzula- 
tions under Section 34 of the Urdinance. Chinese 
nationsls entering or leaving Hong Kong from or 
to a deatination in Chine have been exempted from 
Sections 18, 24 and 25 of the Ordinance, which in 
the main concern travel documents. 


Recently the number of Chinese nationals 
entering Hong Kong has very greatly incressed, 
and in the four weeks period ending mid-April tne 
influx amounted to nearly 60,000. Hong Kong is 
ealresdy overcrowded and the continuance of influx 
at the present rate would bring serious dengers 
to the heelth of the community and would increase 
the risks of fire and of water shortage. 


Por these reasons the Government of Hong 
Kong have been obliged to remove the special 
exemptions referred to above, with the effect that 
in future Chinese nationals will be lisble to the 
same measure of control as other nationals. This 
will be effected by a Remilation to be made by 
the Governor in Goucil on the 88th April. 


(J.c. Hutchison) 


His &xcellency Mr. Chang Haen-fu, 
Vice~Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
PEZING. 
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Published by Authority 


SUP. TO GAZETTE No. 20 ] FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 1950. [VoL. XCII 


No. A. 83. 


IMMIGRANTS CONTROL ORDINANCE, 1949. | 


REGULATIONS BY THE GOVERNOR IN oe 

ae 6521/03 
In exercise of the powers conterredTipon bith | a Section 34 

of the Immigrants Control Ordirince, 1949, and of all other 

powers thereunto him enabling, His Excellency the Governor 

in Council has made the following regulations— 


REGULATIONS 


1. These regulations may be cited as the Immigrants Control Citation. : 
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 1950, and shall be read as 
? one with the Immigrants Control Regulations, 1949, hereinafter a. A. 53 
azette 
referred to as the principal regulations. Sane 


No. 2 of 
C 18.3.49. 


2. Regulation 15 of the principal regulations (as amended Bexvontion 
the Immigrants Control (Amendment) Regulations, 1950), BS Btiscment 


hereby revoked and replaced as follows— of 
regulation 


4 Ee iba hse coniptions: 15. Consuls de Carriere duly accredited to the seicrioal 


Government of Hong Kong are exempted from the oe ere 
provisions of sections 24 and 25 of the Ordinance.’’ Gugette 
Suppl. 
No. 2 of 
21.4.50. 
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158 THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 
Commence- 3. These regulations shall come into operation on the @ 
ment. day of May, 1950. 


G. C. HAMILTON, 
Clerk of Councils. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
25th April, 1950. 


Explanatory Note 


Regulation 15 of the Immigrants Control Regulations, 1949, as 
amended, subject to exceptions, exempted citizens of the Chinese Republic 
if of Chinese race from the operation of sections 18, 24 and 25 of the 
Immigrants Control Ordinance, 1949. 


The above Regulations amend regulation 15 so as to remove such 
exemption. 


No. A. 84. 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLIES & DISTRIBUTION. 


In exercise of the powers conferred upon me as a competent authority 
under Defence Regulation 50 of the Defence Regulations, 1940, I, 
ARTHUR GRENFELL CLARKE, Director of Supplies & Distribution, 
hereby add the following items to the schedule to the Price Control Order, 
1946, published as Government Notification No. 237 of 12th July, 1946 :— 


O. ee | 


FOODSTUFFS. Maximum Retail Price. 
CHEESE. 


Pineapple Processed Cheese pas ae OO Der 12 OF tin 


MEAT—FRESH. 
‘Mild Cured Ham (Australian). 


Atlas Brand Salt Packed Seeded Ham... ... $3.00 per lb. 
Eclipse Brand ee ga wie i ee 
Mayfair Brand Fresh a a ee i 
Sais Sia Brand Mild Cured Smoked Te PR Ge ; | 


99 


Mild Cured Bacon (Australian). 
Mayfair Brand Mild Cured Smoked Bacon 
DR a se aa a a See DOE, 


6 


Oo Sie. 
; P* Bebe 


@. SUPPLEMENT No. 2, APRIL 28, 1950. 159 


& DSTUFFS.—(Contd.) Maximum Retail Price. 


TINNED MILK UNSWEETENED. 


Pacific Brand see a ak ie ek ee oe ee Oe 


AND amend the said schedule by deleting the following :— 


FOODSTUFFS. 


BREAD. 


SCAG ie Cie or a .60 per Ib. 


MEAT—FRESH. 


Mild Cured Ham (Australian). 


to 


Pineabme Diana... 1.0653. a. 5 per lb. 


(9) 


AND by substituting the following :— 


FOODSTUFFS. . 
BrEAD. F 
a ea a ee .50 per Ib. : 3 
MerAt—FRESH. a 
Mild Cured Ham (Australian). 3 
Pineapple Brome ... cs a ee a a ee ee 4 
GIVEN under my hand at HONG KONG this 19th day of April, 1950. : 
ARTHUR CLARKE, ’ 
Director, Supplies & Distribution. i 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY NORONHA & Co., LTD., GOVERNMENT PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS. 
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No. A. 83. 


IMMIGRANTS CONTROL ORDINANCE, roqo. 


REGULATIONS BY THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL. 


In exercise of the powers conferred upon him by section 34 
of the Immigrants Control Ordinance, 1949, and of all other 
powers thereunto him enabling, His Excellency the Governor 
in Council has made the following regulations— 


REGULATIONS 


1. These regulations may be cited as the Immigrants Control 
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 1930, and shall be read as 
one with the Immigrants Control Regulations, 1949, hereinafter 
referred to as the principal regulations. 


2. Regulation 15 of the principal regulations (as amended 
by the Immigrants Control (Amendment) Regulations, 1950), is 
hereby revoked and replaced as follows— 


‘*Exemptions. 15. Consuls de Carriere duly accredited to the 
Government of Hong Kong are exempted from the 


provisions of sections 24 and 25 of the Ordinance.’’ 


Citation. 


G.N. A. 53 
Gazette 
Suppl. 
No. 2 of 
18.3.49. 


Revocation 
and 
replacement 
of 
regulation 
15 of the 
principal 
regulations. 
G.N. A. 80 
Gazette 
Suppl. 

No. 2 of 
21.4.50. 


158 THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. ¢ 
Commence- 3. These regulations shall come into operation on ne 
ment. 


day of May, 1950. 


G. C. HAMILTON, 


Clerk of Councils. 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 


25th April, 1950. 


Explanatory Note 


Regulation 15 of the Immigrants Control Regulations, 1949, as 
amended, subject to exceptions, exempted citizens of the Chinese Republic 
if of Chinese race from the operation of sections 18, 24 and 25 of the 
Immigrants Control Ordinance, 1949. 


The above Regulations amend regulation 15 so as to remove such 
exemption. 


No. A. 84. 
DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLIES & DISTRIBUTION. 


In exercise of the powers conferred upon me as a competent authority 
under Defence Regulation 50 of the Defence Regulations, 1940, I, 
ARTHUR GRENFELL CLARKE, Director of Supplies & Distribution, 


hereby add the following items to the schedule to the Price Control Order, 
1946, published as Government Notification No. 237 of 12th July, 1946 :— 


FOODSTUFFES. 


CHEESE. 


Maximum Retail Price. 


Pineapple Processed Cheese $1.60 per 12 oz tin 


MEAT—FRESH. 
Mild Cured Ham (Australian). 


Atlas Brand Salt Packed Seeded Ham 
Eclipse Brand . 

Mayfair Brand Fresh on ae 
Mayfair Brand Mild Cured Sisoked Sia, 


see tse 3.00 per lb. 
‘Me cues Sea yy 55 
ee 2-90 55 55 

« 2Y & Gree 


Mild Cured Bacon (Australian). 


Mayfair Brand Mild Cured Smoked Bacon 


Ve CS aoe ---  2,45.per.ib. 
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DSTUFFS.—(Contd.) Maximum Retail Price. 


TINNED MILK UNSWEETENED. 


Pacific Brand Wace aa cca eS a ee ee 2 8 ee 8 


AND amend the said schedule by deleting the following :— 
FOODSTUFES. 
BREAD. 

PONG is a a a .60 per Ib. 
MEAT—FRESH. 
Mild Cured Ham (Australian). 

PINCSDDIG TANG oo ie oe a a eT 


AND by substituting the following :— 


FOODSTUFES. 
BREAD. 


re a a ae a ae .50 per Ib. 


MEAT—FRESH. 
Mild Cured Ham (Australian). 
Pinesople Brad... cc cee i ek a ee ae ee 


GIVEN under my hand at HONG KONG this 19th day of April, 1950. 


ARTHUR CLARKE, 
Director, Supplies & Distribution. 


~---- 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY NORONHA & Co., LTD., GOVERNMENT PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS. 
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The proposed letter to Mr. Cade need 
not be sent for the following reasons:- 


The Governor of Hong Kong has now 

agreed to the grant of transit visas to bona- 
fide Chinese students under certain guarantees. 
Mr. Chang's name was included on a list of 
students sponsored by the Central Union of 
Students. This list has been approved by the 
Governor of Hong Kong. All that is, now 
necessary is for Mr. Chang to get into touch 
with Mr. Tsou of the Central Union of Chinese 
Students, so that he (Mr. Chang) can sign a 
form of undertaking which, when Signed, will 
be sent by Mr. Tsou to the Colonial Office. 
When the Colonial Office have received this , 
they will, in turn, authorise the Passport 
Office to grant a transit visa, and Mr. Chang 
will be able to depart so soon as he can get 

a passage. 


I would add that this scheme has only 
just reached finality, and we are commencing 
to grant many visas which:have been held up, 
Perhaps the enclosed notes to our Examiners on 
this matter.may be of interest to the depart- 
ment. | 


£ 
Lo) 
i 
Co 
2. 
8 
<< 
rw) 
= 
Y 
Pa) 
= 
oO 
2 
© 
Ps) 
oO 
& 
—<— 
» 
© 
ya 


( sacl) C. GurHte, 
- B- 7. 80. 


. 


EXAMINERS: PLEASE NOTE. AVP/MISC.15255. 
Re FOR OFFICIAL SE ONLY. ~ 


a 


Memorandum respecting a Meeting with Mr. Cade 
of the Colonial Office, held at this Office to-day 
on the question of the return to China of Chinese 
students travelling via Hong Kong. 


1. This memorandum is circulated for information and 
guidance in dealing with applications for the grant of 
transit visas. 


¢. The Governor of Hong Kong has agreed to the grant of 
transit visas to bona-fide Chinese students provided some 
responsible person or organisation in Hong Kong will guarantee: - 
(a) Their housing and maintenance while in the Colony. 


(b) Funds for their ordinary transport from Hong Kong. 


(c) That they will, in fact, continue their journey 
at the first opportunity. 


3. Universities' China Committees. (Indemnity Scholars). 


This organisation has now provided acceptable guarantees 
for their students, and the Colonial Office have, therefore, 
authorised the grant of transit visas forthwith to those 
students named in the list contained in the Policy File under 
the above reference. Visas granted under this authority will 
be endorsed "Authorised by telegram 719, 27th June, 1950." 


4. Central Union of Chinese students. 


This organisation has made certain proposals in 
accordance with what is said in paragraph 2 of this memorandum 
for their students, and have been accepted by the Governor of 
Hong Kong. Therefore, transit visas may be granted to their 
stucents listed in the Policy File, but only as and when the 
Colonial Office clear each student. Visas when authorised 
will be endorsed "Authorised by telegram 719, 27th June, 1950." 


5. Private students, 


Students who put in applicatinns on their own account will 
be dealt with in accordance with what is said in paragraph 2 of 
the memorandum. When as much information and facts as possible 
have been obtained, the case will be submitted to the Colonial 
Office who will cecide what action is to be taken. 


Private students who have already or may in the future 
get their friends in Hong-Kong to apply there for permission to 
enterthe Colony may be the subject of the receipt of direct 
authorisation from Hong Kong. In that ovent a transit visa may be 
granted endorsed with whatever authority is given in the telegram 
in the normal way. 


C. COURTICE. 


Peasport Office, ) 29th June, 1950. 
Foreign Nationals Department, 
Westminster, London, S.W.l. 
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| had received instructions to return to Formosa, After 


|} behalf of Chinese students in the United States who 


(M inutes.) 


See with -/58h-/71f-{75¢-177. 


It may be useful to set out Qa the previous 
history of this case; 


Ze Owing to the numbers of Chinese taking refuge 
in Hong Kong, the Governor refused some time ago to 
grant transit visas for those coming from abroad, 
except in the case of Nationalist ex-diplomats who’ 


a time, the State Department made representations on 


had completed their studies and were trying to return 
to their country. With great difficulty and with the 
aid of letters from Sir William Strang to Sir Thomas 
Lloyd, we got the Governor of Hong Kong to accept a 
limited number of Chinese queens. from the United 
States. as an iS oy Gaia (Pa ‘i Kurwed mk won 

anprweth lw 

53- Not long a Chinese students in this 
country began to complain of being unable to return 

to China and the New China News Agency put out a release 
attacking the United Kingdom for putting difficulties 
in the way of students wishing to return to China. 
(Peking telegram 425 - -/45); we again approached ° 

the Colonial Office and as a result of a letter 
written by Mr. R.H. Scott to Mr. Paskin on the 6th 
June, (-/58), the Governor of Hong Kong eventually 
agreed that transit visas might be granted to + 
Chinese students, provided that some reponsible person 
or organisation in Hong Kong would guarantee their . 
housing and maintenance while in the Colony, funds for 
their onward transport, and that they would in fact, 
continue their journey at the first opportunity. 


(-/66). 


4. The Colonial Office appear to be interpreting 
this ruling fairly generously, but all the same, there 
are a certain number of students who*apparently cannot 
produce the necessary guarantors. The Uppmeas ties: 
China Committee therefore suggested to’ Holt & 
Co. ( I understand at the instigation of Sir John 
Masson,of Butterfield and Swire), that these students 


might be taken direct to a orth: China port, namely 
de /Teku 


‘ 


Taku,without touching at: Hong Kong. Holt's wrote to 
us saying’that they might be prepared to do this but 
they would first have to’ know:- 


(1) That the students would be allowed to land 
at Taku. 


(2) That if in spite of prior agreement they were, | 
for some reason,not allowed to and, Holts 
could unload them at Hong Kong without further 
responsibility for their future. 


Ue We accordingly; - 
ed 
(a) Telegraph/details to Peking asking whether 
Mr. Tuten t Ota CUED it possible or advisable 
to obtain an,undertaking from the Chinese 


Government that they would accept the students 


(F.O0. telegram 880 to Peking at -/45); 


(bo) Wrote to the Colonial Office asking them if 
they would ask Hong Kong whether the. latter 
would be prepared to accept the students in 
the likely event of being allowed ka land 


(see GGL. 89/12). 


(c) Wrote to Holt'’s asking whether the whole 
batch of students walld be going in one party 
or in small number by available ships. 


(See Q@L.89/12). 
Has he does 
an 


5. We have heard from Mr. Hutchison 
net think it necessary or advisable to 


advance 1d allow thebtud the Chinese Government that 


they wauld allow thestudents to land (-/71). He 
reasons that to ask for specific assurances would 
cause delay and may rouse suspicion that we have 
some ulterior motive. He has subsequently pointed 
out that the New China News Agency issued the text 


Students Commission of the Central Government 
Cultural and Educational Committee,stating © 
Categorically thatro Entry Permits were required 
for Chinese Students returning to China, from abroad. 
He says that this statement was issued,special 


of a nee Bis made on the 27th June by the Overeseas 


reference to the refusal of Hong Kong Visas. (—/75 
6. At the same time we have had a reply from A. Hoh 


and Company, stating that they are not anxious to take 
the students and that they consider it essential to | 
have a cast-iron guarantee from Hong Kong Governme 
to accept the students, in case of their not bein 
land at Taku. (-/77) Against this,we have a ahs 
from the C.0. saying that arrangements for the issue 
of Hong Kong Transit Visas to students now seem to © 
be working smoothly and that they wouldnot feel 
justified in asking Hong Kong to give the required 
undertaking in regard to the students whom it is 
proposed to ship direct to Taku. | 


Mr. Hutchison saying that he does not want to ask: 
th¢Chinese Government to guarantee to accept the 
students; A. Holt and Company saying that they must 


have a gifamtce by Hong Kong to take the students if” 


the Chinese wont accept themjand the Colonial Office 
Saying that they wont ask Hong Kong to give the 
required guarantee. A grain Of hope is now offered | 
by Mr. Burde&t's telegram No. 183 
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Minutes. 


that an informal approach to the Chinese 
authorities in Peking might be carried out 
as a precaution. If the approach were made 
in the way in which Mr. Burdett suggests, 

1 GO HOt think that it could he Chinese 
ar give them cause for suspicion. 

If they raise no objection(as will presumably 
be the case), this fact,taken with the 
statement by the Overseas Students?! Affairs 
Commission,may be sufficient to convince 
Folts' that they run no risk of having to 
look after the students should the latter be 
refused entry into China. I suggest 
therefore that we should now telegraph to 
Peking explaining the diflticulty in which 

we find ourselves and proposing that lr. 
Hulehison should make an approach in the way 
Sugsested by liir. Burdett. 


8. There is one other possibility. I 
discussed the question with lr. Morkill, 
Secretary of the Universities’ China Committee, 
and exnlained the impas#2@ which had been 
reached. After some thought, he sugrested 
that he might ask his Committee to suarentee 
the passage of the Chinese students back to 
the United kingdom from Taku,if they were not 
allowed to land. The snag to this proposal 
is that the only funds available out of which 
passage costs could be met in case of need 
are those which were transferred to the 
Committee by the Chinese Government 
Purchasing Commission. It is by no means 
certain that the Committee are entitled to 
make use of these funds. (See sir John 
Pratt's letter of the 20th January to Nr. 
Scarlett and its enclosure at FC 1113/2). 

It may be somettime before the Committee 

can make up their minds on this,and I think 
that we should therefore try the course 
Suggested in the preceding paragraph. 
Meanwhile, perhaps ir. Vallat could give his 
views on the power of the Committee to use 
the funds in question. 


Draft telegram to Peking submitted. 


A 2 
(N.C.C. Trénch) 


Sth duly, 1950... 
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Draft. 


Telegram to :— 


Peking . 


Repeat to :-— r 
maentsin 


En~Chatr. 
Cont. 
Cypher. 


Distribution :— 


(Date) 


Despatched 


1% 


Security classi siete Confidential 


—tf any 
Addressed to .R@KARE 
...delegram Nb. ‘icone (date). 
repeated for information to.......dua. ie 


fj 


Your tel. no.933 29th Julig: Chinese 
students/ end Tientsin no. 133 (sic), 

We are in some ifficulty, since Holt’s 
consider it essential to obtain from Hong 
Kong a vibwedited that the students may be 
landed there if there should be any hitch 
over their dise kation at Taku, while 


the Colonial ce are unwilling to ask 


Hong Kong to give the required guarantee. 


39 Tientsin WIft there is 


, Affairs Commission referred to in your 


tel. 


tel. no. 953, may be sufficient to convin 
Holts that they are running no risk of 


being obliged to carry the students back 
to the U.K# 

3e «There is a faint possibility 2#fat 
the Unive sities China Commisztee might be 
able to guarattee the ost of the studenthb 
passages back to Wieland from Taku ,in the 
event of therr not beinsxable to land. 
Howevey,% we sathot rely on ths a wouvd 
Dpyéfer you to act ag proposed abovs 

J. Ae Anz hag f Clatike , Cureddg Yy 
Sf VK which ¢ my saghes f 
foceit, dn tae & sue ig CMG 
kk atest «ef su Gea AO fusent 
Celi Ge. Piear Tae Abn€ a 
Clade hie han pins buntet ote & 
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Cypher/OTP 
FROM TIENTSIN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


* esty's Consul General | 
[sic] De Sp A5 acm July 6th, 1950, 


ay 5th, 1950. R, 10,20 a,m, July 6th,1950, 
—_— 
CONFIDENTIAL eA c \e62a1/7! 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 46 Saving of July 5th 
Repeated to Foreign Office, 


Your telegram No, 933 to the Foreign Office. 


I have sought the opinion of the local agent of 
Butterfield and Swire who has told me in strict confidence 
from previous experience he considers that there is 
unlikely to be any difficulty regarding entry into China 
of these [grp. udec.] students who do not require entry 
tg (in this connexion please see your telegram No, 955 
the Foreign Office). 


eC ge 


2, I share Mr, Telfer’s view that an informal approach 
to the Chinese authorities in Peking would nevertheless be 

a wise precaution. Presumably it would be sufficient to 
say arrangements are being made to send back the students 
direct to Taku bar in a British ship and that it would be 
appreciated if arrangements could be made for speedy 
disembarkation there, Such an approach might “avela any 
possibility of delay to the ship owing to police and customs 
formalities and difficulties which might ensue therefran, 


3. It seems to me that departure of these students 
from the United Kingdom is bound to become known to the | 
Chinese authorities and that information in advance would 
do no harm and might be regarded as a courtesy on our part. 


yr Rast epartment 
Cultural Relations Department . 
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Last Paper (Minutes) 


References 


(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


10, DOWNING STREET, 5S.W.1 


PRIVATE SECRETARY 


The attached communication addressed to the 


Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 


with in whatever manner js considered appropriate 


by the Department concerned. Jt—sefers—to- 


— 


ga (/&3 


ant hac _ DP Seb tbe 


2. <A plain acknowledgment has been sent from 
here, adding that the communication has been 
forwarded to your Department. 


édgment which has 


Datef. +. 30. 
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Draft, letter to 


Mrs. L. Harris, 
53, Beech Terrace, 
Beech Street, 
Liverpool 7. 


15 JUL 1950. 


st , 
TY es 4 
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DESPATAHED § 
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7 


O° h & oe eet, 


Ee) July, 1950. 


Madam, 

I am directed by Mr. Younger to refer to 
your undated letter addressed to the Prime 
Minister which has been forwarded to this 
Department, on the subject of Chinese students 
who are at present in this country. 

You refer to the hardship which has been 
caused to these students by the fact that they 
have been unable to obtain transit visas for 
Hong Kong in order that they may return to 


China. It is now however understood that the 


Governor of Homg Kong has agreed in principle 


to the granting of transit visas to any 
Chinese students in this country.for whom 

some responsible person or organisation is 
willing to guarantee both their maintenance 
while in the colony and their funds for the 
onward journey, and to give an undertaking 
that they will continue their journey on the 
first opportunity. This Department is not 
aware of any Chinese students who have been 
unable to find the necessary guarantee. It is 


of the wit G Leave dove 
understood that ~heme Nee 


already left this country to return to China, 
Re tOemorncday 


while efthe-others—a—considerabie—number hope 


to do so shortly. 


@ vc 1621/83 


S.Wete 
20th July, 1950. 


Madam, 


I am directed by ir. Younger to refer to your 
undated letter addressed to the Prime Minister which 
has been forwarded to this Department, on the subject 
of Chinese students who are at present in this country. 


Ze You refer to the hardship which has been 
eaused to these students by the fact that they have 
been unable to obtain transit visas for Hong Kong in 
order that they may return to Chins. It is now 
however understood that the Governor of Hong Kong has 
agreed in principle to the granting of transit viesos 
to any Chinese students in this country for whom some 
responsible person or organisation is willing to 
guarantee both their maintenance while in the colony 
and their funds for the onward journey, and to give an 
undertaking that they will continue their journey on 
the first opportunity. This Department is not aware 
of any Chinese students who have been unable to find the 
necessary guarantee. It is understood that of the 
etudents who wish to leave, some have already left this 
country to return to China, while the remainder hope 
to do so shortly. 


I am, 
Madam, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Mree Le Harris, 
3, Beech Terrace 
Beech street, 
Liverpool 7. 
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FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


REFERENCES 


Feleoal (Fe. 


MINUTES 
Please also see the Minutes at FC 1621/82, 


: I have discussed this case at some length with 
Mr. Cade of the Colonial Office and with Mr. Morkill 
of the Universities' China Committee, 


ow It now emerges that the position has suddenly 
changed since Mr. Trench wrote his Minute of the 
8th July in FC 1621/32 at Flag I. In paragraph 4 
of that Minute he referred to a. number of students 
who could not produce the Guarantors required by 
the Governor of Hong Kong. These people now 
seem to have vanished. Mr. Cade tells me that tis 
Students Union has now ranged for the necessary 
Mie re Neither Mr. 


guarantee for all 
Morkill nor Mr. Cade are aware of any students who 


will not be covered by this guarantee. 


Oe Of. the students whose cases have been raised, 
18 are Boxer Indemnity Scholars whom the Universitie 
China Committee.are looking after; these present 

no problem. Of the remainder 37 now either have 
been given visas or will be given visas as soon as 
they give a personal undertaking which is required 
by the Colonial Office. This undertaking is 
apparently a promise that they will not remain in 
Hong Kong longer than is necessary and presents no 
difficulty to the students. 


4. It is of some interest that we had been told 
that 8 of the students were destitute and were 
actually receiving public assistance; they have 
now apparently had no difficulty in getting the 
necessary financial guarantee in Hong Kong and 


two of them have paid their passage and have already 
~/LeEft in the "Canton". 


os It remains to be seen whether the whole problem 
has now been solved. Special difficulties may 

crop up at the last minute and we may find a few 
'gstudents turning up who have not hitherto: approached 
us. But we cannot make any plans to meet such cases 
All those about whome we have been informed will 
now be able to get transit visas for Hong Kong. 

The numbers which we have already been given appear 
to correspond approximately with the numbercmew 
38679 


/referred 


ares aS —— we ee 


referred to in Sir J. Nicholson's.letter in FC 1621/7" 
at Flag H in which he refers to 18 Boxer Indemnity 
Scholars and to 35 other students, having previously 
referred (in CRL 89/12 at Flag B) to about "50". 

In Sir John Pratt's memorandum in FC 1621/58 at Flag I 


he refers to 18 Boxer Indemnity Scholars and 24 other 


Oo, It is clear that we must now abandon all 
arrangements made for shipping direct to Taku those 
students whom we previously thought couldmt obtain 
transit visas. We cetainly cannot keep A. Holt 
and Company waiting for a decision. 


ie I submit: 


i A draft to A. Holt and Company 

(ii A draft télegram to Peking and Tientsin. 
(iii) . A Draft ot Mr. Morkill of the Universities' 
China Committee, 


13th July, 1950. 


Jt. 


ALFREDHOLT & C2 


OCEArZS TEAM SHIP COMPANY LIMITED. 
THE CHINA MUTUAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO LT 


THE @= FUNNEL LINE. 


: TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, 
ODYSSEY, LIVERPOOL. 
TELEPHONE N° 5630 CENTRAL. 


Dear Mr. Shattock, 


Our REF. 


YOUR ree FC1L261/8%1L5th July, ban is>o, ones 


Thank you for your 


I am glad it has, in fact, proved possible 


to return these people via Hong Kong and that we 


can, therefore, be relieved of the very awkward 


undertaking to try and ship them through North 


China. 


or sincerely, 


lh [Y: NY | 


J.S.eH. Shattock, Esq., 


Foreign Office, 
London S.W.l. 


| ——, 24 a | 
‘WALFRED HOLT & C2 . 


Oc® N STEAM SHIP COMPANY LIMITED. Mik Boa lings, ** 


pMUTUAL STEAM NAVIGATION C9 LT 


IN YOUR REPLY 


THE BLUE FUNNEL LINE. PLEASE QUOTE 


TELEGRAPHiC ADDRESS, YOUR REFERENCE 


“ODYSSEY, LIVERPOOL. loth July, 1950. 


TELEPHONE N° 5630 CENTRAL. 


OO A Ses mg 


Fe 169 su. 


0 Re ey» emer OP ee, sl 


Dear Scott, ; oe, 


Chinese Students. YEloat +>) 

Further to mine of Wth June I am afraid that 
this matter has dragged on so long that it will now be physically 
impossible in the time available for us to get and install the 
necessary additional passenger fittings in the ship leaving here 
on 4th August. The best she can do is to take twelve men in 
existing accommodation. Thereafter, as our programmes are 
working out,it does not look as though we shall have another 
suitable vessel berthed for North China ports before the beginning 
of November. If you think that any special effort should be made 
to take advantage of the limited accommodation available in the 
ship leaving at the beginning of August, I should be grateful if 


you could let me know fairly soon, together with answers to the 


rather tiresome questions which I put to you before. 


Yours /gincerely, 


Scott, Esd., 
The Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.l. 
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ef am replying to your ey of the 10th July 
( 
addressed to Scott, about the arrangements wkhtch 


weve—being—mede for shipping Chinese students 


Ne hace Aeerk mt Koss 


\ 
Draft. \_A 12 &. It has just become possible to overcome 


Sir J. Nicholspn, the problem of obtaining Hong Kong transit 
Bart., 


A. Holt, and Co.,} visas for all the students concerned. The 
India Buildings, | 


Liverpool. . Students’ Union has appa ‘rently at the last 


minute been able to provide sez—Henge—Kormg the 
Guera ‘ntee which the pe Gove rnment of Hong 
Kong required before they were prepared to grant 
transit visas to the students. It now seems 
| Guafine | 
almost certain that all the students will be able 
ARNGK ‘ 
to make the journey @@em Hong Kong. There may 


be one or two who cannot obtain visas but we 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


dateh: clearly cannot ask you to retain accommodation or) 
From: Mr. Dente. : : 


make any specisl arrangements for such casea/a © : ’ 
; leotal , 
J. We are most grateful for the help which 
; a rym a 
you have been good enough to in—this 
Rotax : aie hehe we leet Avy Aft Ju » 
Copy {toe connection 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1., 
i3th July, 1950 


Rh 
iam 


I am replying to your letter of the 10th Jul. : 
eddressed to Scott, about the p ss g 
for shipping Chinese students to 


Ze We have just heard that it has now become 
possible to overcome the problem of obtaining © 
Hong Kong transit visas for all the students # 
; concerned, The Students’ Union has apparently © 
4 at the last minute been able to provide the 
Guarantees which the Government of Hong Kong 4 
required before they were prepared to grant tran — 
Visas to the students. It now seems almost cert © 
therefore that all the students will be able to — 
make the journey vie Hong Kong. There may be on ~ 
: or two who cannot obtain visas but we clearly = 
: cannot ask you to retain accommodation or to mak | 
: any al arrangements for such cases for the | 
present. 


: 3. We are most grateful for the help which you ~ 
: have been enough to offer over all this but” 
: regret hav: kept you in uncertainty for so lon’ 


Be oD 


: 
= 
4% 
ee 
, 


(J.8 oH, Shattock ) 


Sir Js Nicholson, Barte, 
Messrs. A. Holt & Genpenys 


eee ee y n> bal 


Registry 
No. Ful *! 


With reference to our telephone conversations | 
on the 12th July, I write to inform you that | 
Congdentia. | in view of the information given by Mr. Cade 


Open. of the Colonial Office and by yourself, from 


which it appears that all the students with 
Draft. coe 


A.d. Morkill, Esq. 


Universities’ to obtain transit visas for Hong Kong, we are 
China Committee, ) 


oy ar 28 Square, informing A. Holt and Company that we are no 
se e | 


whom ve are at present concerned will be able 


longer axing them to make arrangements to ship 
these students direct ot Taku. 

I should be interested to hear how succeéss- 
ful the remainder of the students are in 
obtaining transit einen tis Hong Kong and 


passages back to China. 


Dut 
(9/9. 
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From: 


Mr. Oakeshott. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.Woles 
13th July, 1950 


With reference to our telephone conversa‘ 
on the 12th July, I write to inform you that in 
view of the information given by Mr. Cafe of the — 
Colonial Office and by yourself, from which it 4 ? 
appears that all students with whom we are at pret” 
concerned will be able to obtain transit visas fo: © 


pes 


(K.R. Oakeshott) 
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Telegram to :— | 3 
we a Addressed to ...... PEKING 
PERK ING | 
telegram NoMQUs. (date) Lez 


repeated for information to TIBNIAIN... 


pai ly Ir) ; 


Repeat to :— — Your telegram No. 933 /Of @ke 29th June: 


-TIENTSIN......2.. i ve Chinese Students.7 and Tientsin telegran 


No. 133 { sic) 


All the students mentioned in paragraph f | 


ene of my telegram No. 880 will, it now 
appears, beable to obtain transit visas for 


Hong Kong. The Students' Union has at the 


ME - Spee , =, Set RE ee GaP eae 


last minute been able to obtain the 

Guarantors required by the Governor of 

Hong Kong. We—axe—accordingty abandoning 

Fhe project of shipping them direct to Taku eile 
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Cypher/OTP ARTMENTAL DISTR: ON 
FC 1621/84 
Confidential 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING 


No, 1015 
14th July, 1950 D. 5.45 pom, 14th July, 1950 


CO ENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 1015 of 14th July 
Repeated for information to Tientsin. 


Your telegram No, 933 [of 29th June: Chinese Students], 
and Tientsin telegram No. 133 (sic), 


All the students mentioned in paragraph 1 of my telegram 
No, 880 will, it now appears, be able to obtain transit visas 
for Hong Kong. The-Students’ Union has at the last minute 
been able to obtain the Guarantors required by the Governor 
of Hong Kong. The project of shipping them direct to Taku 
will not therefore be necessary unless some unforeseen 
difficulty occurs. 


DISTRIBUTED TO;- 


Far Eastern Department 
Cultural Relations Department 
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Received in 
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f Tn Si he Mien aia 
te lala HOLT & C9 nial : 


India Bui 
ou SHIP COMPANY LIMITED. CSHPUAM CH( Atl 


THE CHINA MUTUAL STEAM NAVIGATION C2 LT 


IN YOUR REPLY 


THE BLUE FUNNEL LINE. PLEASE QUOTE 


TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, YOUR REFERENCE 
ODYSSEY; LIVERPOOL. 


TELEPHONE N° 5630 CENTRAL. 


PC GR) jes : 
Dear Bill, recreated 


- > - 
sits RR Bee ote 


I have a letter from the Secretary of the 
Universities! China Committee in London asking if we can 
carry da rect to any port in China about fifty Chinese 
students now stranded in this country and unable to return 
via Hong Kong owing to the refusal of the Hong Kong 
Government to allow them transit visas. I also understand 
that their circumstances are rather desperate and that the 
veto on their arrival via Hong Kong is giving rise to a good 
deal of ill-feeling in China. I don't know the rights and 


wrongs of the Hong Kong embargo, but if it were quite certain 


that this could not be lifted it is possible that we might be 


able to ship the whole party direct to Taku, though I doubt 

if in any case we should be able to get them away in less than 

six weeks from now. But before undertaking the venture we 

should of course have to know - 

(1) that they would be permitted to land at Taku (ocean ships, 
as you know, lie some miles off the entrance to the River 
but there need be no physical difficulty in conveying them 
and their baggage by lighter up to Tientsin) ; 


that if despite prior agreement they were in the event 
not permitted to disembark at Taku we should be allowed 
to land them in Hong Kong without further responsibility 
for their future. 

As these conditions will presumably entail 
reference to Peking and Hong Kong, could you set in motion 
the necessary enquiries if you consider that in the general 
interests of Sino/British relations we ought to endeavour to 
give this kind of help, and that our assistance wilt not 
Simply be used to save the Hong Kong Government the trouble 
of relaxing their transit rules for this special case ? 

I need hardly say that we should be glad to avoid 
publicity since the undertaking may in fact not prove feasible 
and if it does we do not wish our ships to become the target 
of further attacks from Formosa. 


Yours/pincerely, 


6 i ! Yo hen — 


nein 
——— 


M.E. Dening, ESQe, C.M.G., O.B.E., 
' The Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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OUTFILE | 2) it ume Lay 0 


As 
Sinee Dening is at present away on 


leave, I am writing to acknowledge the receipt 


of your letter to him of the 16th June, about 


this country. 


: We are going into the whole question 


and Sk@dll let you have an answer as soon as 
toa. 


small batches would have to go by available 


kt 

. 
~~... = 

A. 


ships. - 


Chinese students wishing to return to China from 


possible. In the meantime perhaps you wttt be 


frsfatrl ColefGhy 
good enough to let me know "hyphen YOUR Woutd—be 


RR re ror the whole party ,or whether 


i yiXs 


OREIGN OFFICE, S.W.I. 


a As Dening is at present away on leave, 
_ | ZI am writing to acknowledge the receip® of your 
fe letter to him of the 16th June, about Chinese 
= wishing to return to China from this 
country. 


We are going into the whole question and will 
ioe ee ti ort = saa be Saar aateuk t 

meantime. you wo enou o 
let me know whether your proposal con’ tes 
sending the whole party together, or whether small 
batches would have to go ie ships. 


Scott). 


Sir John Nicholson, Bt., 
Holt & Co; 
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LETTER T 
MR. 
R.C.CADE, M.B.E. 


Colonial Office. 


From Mr. Trench 


erent je, oly 


AS I told you over the telephone on the 
20th June, we have received an enquiry from 
Alfred Holt & Co., the shipping firm, as to the 
possibility of taking WETOSES students now in 
this country panes to a port in China. 

Zs:3t appeate that. the Universities’ China 


Committee in London have written to Holt's in 


this connection and that Holt's think it might 


be possible to ship the whole party of about 
50 students direct to Taku, although the party 


would probably not be able to leave for at 


least another six weeks. Before undertaking 


the venture, Holts want to know (firstly, 


whether the students would be permitted to land 


at Taku and,secondly, they require an assurance 


that if the students were, despite prior 


agreement, not allowed to disembark at Taku ,the 
Company would be allowed to land them in Hong. 
Kong without further responsibility for their 


future. 


3 As you said on the telephone, there 
is no reason to believe that the Chinese 


authorities would not accept the students ,but 
Wi ONL 
we—eavre:, to be on the safe side, asking Peking 


auk aS 
whether they, een—chisin the required undertakings 
Cold fh ebhind If & fufetl me Mrn Gere . 


There remains the point about the shipping . 
company being able to land the party at Hong . 


Kong if by any chance the Chinese change their 


minds about accepting #*. We realise that the 
Hong Kong Government will probably not Look 


with favour on the idea of giving the required 
‘| essurance ut, on the other hand, it seems a 


& | pity te: let slide this opportunity of sending 


ATEN FOE a REPRE ee ST: 


back students to China without their having 


to pass through Hong Kong, and it is clear 
that Holts will not take any action unless 
they can be sure that they will not be 
esa: with responsibility for the students . 
if thop saniot land, even though this 
possibility seems, as you say, extremely 
remote. 


I should therefore be grateful if you 


would telegraph urgently to Hong Kong, 
: | Oe $$ ony 


the required undertaking. 
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2. It appears that the versities’ Chine 


Committee in Lendon have written to Holts in 
_. this connection, and that pte Ne it might 

be Siecctite te chap eke Whale patie © soe % 50 
students direct to Taku, although the party would 
probably not be able to leave for at least another 
six weeks. Before undertaking the venture, Holt’s 
want,firstly, to know whether the students would be 
permitted to land at Taku and, secondly, they require 
an assurance that if the students were, despite prior 

t, not allowed to disembark at Taku, the 

Company would be allowed to land them in Hong Kong 
without further responsibility for their future, 


3. As you said on the telephone, there is no 
reason to believe that the Chinese authorities would 
not accept the students, but to be on the safe side, 
we are asking Peking whether they think the required 
undertaking could be obtained if the proposal 
materialized. There remains the point about the 
shipping company being able to land the party at 
Hong Kong, if by any chance the Chinese change their 
minds about accepting them. We realise that the Hong 
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INWARD TELEGRAM. 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 


FROM HONG KONG (0.A.G. ) 


D. 7th July, 1950 
Re fon * 10.40 hrs, 


PRIORITY 


No. 770 Confidential 


Addressed to Washington No. 63 
Repeated to S. of S. 
te 


" Peking No. 112 ( S. of S. please 
pass copy to Peking as my 


telegram No. 112). 
-| Up 


My telegram No. 58 to Washineton No. 635 il 
to the S. of S. a 


Transit visas for Chinese students in 
America. : 


No reply has been received to date from 
U.S. Consul General. 


Ze On 30th June the Oriental Manager of 
Canadian Pacific Steamships Ltd. was informed that 
transit visas would be granted to small parties of — 
students provided that his Company accepted terms 
similar to those offered to the U.S. Consul General, 
Since Canadian Pacific aircraft can take up to 36 
passengers, the size of individual parties has been 
raised to 36 persons, This offer was accepted on 


3rd Julye 


3e Transit visas through Hong Kong may now be 
granted by you without prior reference to me to Chinese 
students returning to China, on production of evidence 
to you by Canadian Pacific that students form part of 
parties of 36 to be transported by Canadian Pacific under 
guarantee given by the Company to this Government. 


(Copies sent to Foreign Office for repetition 
to Peking) 
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D. 7.15 a.m. 22nd July, 1950 


21st july, 1950 Re 10 a.m. 22nd July, 1990. 


CONFIDENTIAL ) iF © 121/877 


\ddressed to Peking telegram No, 335 of Zist July. 
Repeated for information to fereion Office, 


You will have seen N.C.N.A. report announcing arrival 
of Czechoslovakian Consul General Slimak, in Shanghai on 
June 14th. He. announced opening of his Consulate General 
on June 22nd but otherwise gave no sign of life until 
July 16th when he issued notices in Shanghai Daily News 
calling for registration of his nationals, who I believe 
number around 150, 


2.  # This appeared to be a routine measure but I now learn 
it is not so. Czechs whe register are required to surrender 
their passports and are given receipts which they are told 
will serve as identity certificate. When they ask about 
any future travelling they are told that they will need 
only to return to their homeland and that these receipts 
will be sufficient to carry them on the journey via Siberia. 
This treatment has naturally caused a number te hold back 
but I understand Slimak has indicated that passports held 


by his nationals who de net register will be declared . 
invalid. 


3. The Czechoslavak Government may be contemplating an 
organised repatriatien ef its nationals similar te that 
carried eut by the U.S.8.R. in 1947. Se far, hewever, there 
is ne sign ef such a move being organised, theugh I under- 


stand a few with special qualifications have been persuaded 
te return, 


bbbbb » 
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THE BLUE FUNNEL LINE. PLEASE QUOTE 


TELEPHONE N° 5630 CENTRAL. 


FRED HOLT & C9? 
TEAM SHIP COMPANY LIMITED. 


UTUAL STEAM NAVIGATION C2 LT oe ie 


IN YOUR REPLY 4 


TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS,’ YOUR REFERENCE 


“ODYSSEY” LIVERPOOL. 


14th July, 1950. 


Dear Scott, 


Chinese Students. 


I am now told by the Secretary of the 

Universities! China Committee that most if not all his 
stranded studente are in the process of getting visas 
which will enable them to travel via Hong Kong. This 
is excellent news and clearly relieves us of the 
obligation to try and convey them direct to North China. 
We have therefore abandoned that project and need not 
trouble you any further in the matter. Indeed, I am 
exceedingly sorry to have had to bother you at ell ata 


time when you must be so desperately busy. 


a sincerely, 


ak l¥. ana 


R.H. Scott, Esq., 
The Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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Far Eastern 


ee 


Parliamentary Question ee 


28. Sir Rafph Giyn—To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, what is, the present 
situation in Hong Kong with special reference to the numbers of refugees who have 
arrived, and°are still arriving, in the Colony, with consequent heavy increases in the 

| cost of local administration and of the variows' services’; and what steps are being taker 
Me to meet this vere gt expenditure from: local sources’ or’ from United’ Kingdom 
h June.\ ielietartalis ona iccuadis 


funds.. [Monday 
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HONG KONG (REFUGEES) 


Sir R. Glyn asked the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies what is the present 
situation in Hong Kong with special 
reference to the numbers of refugees who 
have arrived, and are still arriving, in the 
Colony, with consequent heavy increases 
in the cost of local administration and of 
the various services ; and what steps are 
being taken to meet this exceptional 
expenditure from local sources or from 
United Kingdom funds. | 


Mr. J. Griffiths: It is estimated that’ 
about half a million refugees have arrived 


in Hong Kong during the past two years) 
and that the total population is now 


about 2,300,000. The strain which this 
influx imposed on the Colony, particu- 
larly as regards living accommodation, 
necessitated the introduction in May of 
further immigration control measures 
‘which have now succeeded in stemming 
the influx. All social services are still 
over-taxed, but they are being expanded 
as rapidly as possible to meet the needs 
of the present situation ; the cost is being 
met from local resources as part of the 
normal cost of administration. Addi- 
tional welfare services are, however, 
being provided by local Chinese organi- 


sations. 
4 JUL 1550 


We AA. E. Frente colonial OFFICE, 
: The Church House, 


? Gt. Smith Street, 
(<“o @eocs / ies ? London, S.W.|. 
oe. 


iv 


With the Compliments of the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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TELEGRAM 
INWARD 2 70. oe 


This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 
outside Government Service is authorised. 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE, FOR WHE GO}QNI® 
SOPLICATE 


PROM HONG KONG (0.A.G. ) 


D. 28th June, 1950. 
R. 2/th " " 19.50 hrse 


Your telegram No. 10142. 
Parliamentary Question. 


Pollowing is material for reply. It is estimated 
that about half million refugees have arrived in this 
Colony during the last two years and that the total popula- 
tion is now over two million three hundred thousand. 
Refugees inelude some well off as well as poor. Resultant 
increase in the cost of living includes tnofficsially steep 
inereases in cost of living accomodation and the acute 
housing shortage has led to development of large unhealthy 
squatter settisments. Influx has now been stemmed by 
immigration control measures introduced at beginning of 
May. 
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Zo It is not possible to calculate increase in cost 
of various services as a result of refugee influx. But all 
social services are severely overtaxed on account of overall 
increase in population and many police commitments and 
security measures can be directly attributed to large 
numbers of criminals and political refugees who have entered 
the Colony. Services have been expanded to (?largest omitted) 
extent possible and cost is being met entirely from local 
funds. 


Se As particular instance you may care to mention the 
ex Nationalist soldiers and their dependents who have 
arrived in the Colony during the last few months. These now 
number nearly 8,000 and are being moved from their self 
established insanitary encampments on Hong Kong islands to. 
a camp in the new territories pending repatriation te their 
homes in China. Maintenance of these refugees is costing 
£7,500 a month. Cost is being met by this Government and 
additional welfare services are being provided by local 
Chinese organisations. 
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When Scott wrote to Paskin on the 
— 6th June about Chinese students he 

- suggested that it might provide some 
useful ammunition if the Governor of 
Hong Kong could furnish the names of 
some of the more important persons who, 
having reached the Colony on transit- 
visas, have refused to continue their 
journsy. 


I now enclose a oopy of a telegram 
from the Governor giving the names of 
six such people who are still there in 
spite of being asked to pass on to 
Taiwan, 


Yours sincerely, 


| Le Zz LE, 
7 Olhas. 


(Re C. Cade) 


A. E. FRANKLIN, ESQ.» O.B-E., 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


yO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FRO HONG KONG (0.4.6. 
D, 1$th July, 1956. 
mR. 456th " 


No.807, Confidential. 
Paragraoh 1 of your telegram No.719. 
Transit Visas for Chinese. 


The following Chincc: ex-diplamtico personnel ore stili in 


the Colony aithourh they vere prontea transit visas ona ama werned to 


nass on to lormogn3- 
Alitary <.ttache ‘ Loncon., 


soorctory, Czechoalovakia. 


FO 371/83517 


Complete Files for 1950 


Transit visas for Chinese 
at Hong Kong 


(Folder 4) 
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Minutes. 


Chinese Students _. “- 


“C U2}, Ly 


ee ee eee 


China Committee telephoned me yesterday about 
the Chinese students in this country who are 
waiting to return to xnxx China. The visa 
question is now satisfactorily solved but he 


there are about 12 students who have been 
unable to get passages and see no prospect 
of getting them for several months. They are 


A number of the students had passages but 
had to cancel them when they were unable to 
get visas for Hongkong. 
He asked whether we would be able to 


I said that I would look into it and that 
if there was anything we could do we would 
let him know. I emphasised that we had very 
little influence wmth the Shipping Companies 
in a matter of this nature and that much as 
we would like t» help there was little that 
we could do. He 

Mr. Morkill had already approached 
Sir J.Néacholson without result. 


sie 7 oF, 


Mr Morkill, Secretary of the Universitie 


is now worried about the question of passages; | 


likely to suffer finanevial hardship meanwhile. ~ 


give official assistance in securing passages. |] 
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Passport oe to let them have visas 
and have since heard from Miss Porter that Dr. Tseng sailed on the 
7th Julye We have not yet heard what sailing arreangeamts, if any, 
have been made for the others but there is nothing to prevent 
them from leaving as soon as they can secure acoamodation, 


re I oh applied to the Passport Office for a transit 


visa they her enquiry to use In view of the 


sponsors when she named in her letter we authorized the grant of 
a viea the same day, and she will sail on the s.s, “Canton” on the 


28th July as arranged, 


Mr. Pranklin has explained in bis letter to you the 
conditions which must be fulfilled by students passing through 


/tpng Kong 
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in clair REPETITIONS 
FROM BERLIN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


766 ; 50 Del, teu Augast, 1950, 


Dy 2 
August, 1950. Re 36 5 Die eee Ruaust, 1950; 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong as my telegram 
M159. 


From Visa Section, 


May I please be authorised to grant transit visas 
to Dr. Yuvoon Chen Chinese born 1.7.1905 holder of 
Chinese passport B.401161 issuéd Berlin 10.5.50 and 
valid to 9.5.53 and wife Sidonie neé Hoentschel born 
26.35.1921 holder of Chinese passport 401167 issued 
Berlin 31.7.50 and valid to 30.7.53. - Sailing on 
5.5. "Marseillaise" 14.10.50 to Hong Kong ae travelling 
to Shanghai by rail. 


[Copy sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 
for retransmission to Hong Kong]. 
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Ref. your telegram No.i216, 
Dr. Xuvoon CHEN and wife Sidonie nee 
Hoantschel direct transit visa approved. 
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No. 392/2/50 Ss. 
Dated GOLA 


Received in 


Registry— |v Angus’, /GS50O 


1950. 


Fc 1621 A+ 


CHINA 


REFERENCES 


(Print) 


Hong Kong are being extraordinarily 
unreasonable in the way in which they deal with 
#eese applications for transit visas through 


Hong Kone. At the same time, to describe the 
journey of Mr Chu's sons as "official United 
Nations business" seems pretty cood nonsense, 
even if it is being paid for by the United 
Nations and thus considered as official travel. 
In point of fact, I cannot see any necessity 
for the Chu sons (ase unspecified) to travel 
to Shanghai Wee Hong Kone. We know thet there 
are monthly sailings from Singapore to Swatow, 
Which is some 200 miles nearer Shanghai than 
Hone Kone. 


Nevertheless, I imagine that on the 
grounds of courtesy we would wish to induce 
Hong Kong to issue the visas, and I have drafted 
to the Colonial Office to this effect. 


(N.C.C. Trench) 
5th August, 1950. 
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UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


TELEPHONE : REPLIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
LONGACRE 5-2070 P. O. Box 304 
‘ NEW YORK 1], N. Y. 


26th July, 1950. 


_ 


M1? 392 /2/s0" ‘ 
Dear Department, 


Fc aatsoe | 


We have received a letter, copy enclosed, from 
the United Nations about HongKong transit visas for 
the three sons of the United Nations Information 
Officer at Bangkok (who is a Chinese national). 


We shall be glad if you will let us know what 
reply should be returned to this enquiry. 


Yours ever, 


DELEGATION. 
9 


4 


United Nations (Political) Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, SeWele 


% 


% 


Copy 
United Nations — Nations Unies 


405 East 42nd Street, 
New York 17, N.Y., 


Ref: CHU, Pao-—Hsien 24 July 1950 


Mr. RoI. Callender, 

United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations 
Empire State Building, 6lst Floor 

350 Fifth Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Mr. Callenders 


Mr. Pao—Hsien Chu, United Nations Information Officer 
attached to the United Nations Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East at Bangkok, has been attempting for six weeks 
to secure visas for his three sons to travel from Bangkok to 
Shanghai via Hong Kong. The purpose of their travel is to 
return to Shanghai to resume their studies. Inasmuch as this 
travel will be paid for <by the United Nations, it is 
considered by the United Nations as official travel. 


Visas for these three boys have been refused by the 
British Consulate in Hong Kong where Mr. Chu originally applied 
for the transit visas. Upon receipt of this information from 
Hong Kong, this office cabled the British Immigration authorities 
in Hong Kong direct, requesting the granting of these visas 
and requesting that the authority be cabled to Bangkok. It woudd 
appear that this communication had no effect. It is felt that 
the refusal on the part of the British authorities to grant 
the visas to persons travelling on official United Nations business 
sets a bad precedent and it is therefore requested that action 


be taken on the part of the United Kingdom Delegation to 
intervene in this matter. 


The names of the three applicants for visas are: Soong-Shan 
Chu, Peng-Chun Chu, Peng-Chien Chu. Their address is: c/o Mr. 


Pao-Hsien Chu, Press Officer, Ecafe, Rajadamnoen Avenue, Bangkok, 
Thailand, 


Very truly yours, 


WB. Squire, 
Chief, Passenger Service Section, 
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Mr. Trench 


DIVISION. 


21 AUG 195 


BECEIVED iN | 


22 Gua (950, - 
I enclose a copy of a letter and 
enclosure from the United Kingdom delegation 


to the United Nations ,concerning Hong Kong 


J 
transit visas for the sons of a Chinese 
national who is United Nations Information 
Officer at Bangkok. I am not @awtte clear 
why Mr. Chu did not apply for visas through 
our Embassy in Bangkok rather than direct to 
the "British Consulate in Hong Kong" (sic). 
Although it would appear that e: Chu has not 
made any effort to find alternative routes 
for his sons, we feel that it is desirable 

on grounds of courtesy to a United setibua 


official to grant the visas in question, and 


we would be grateful if you could use your 


. 7 
il a 
et 
ao a 
“a ; 
7 
_s 


good offices with the Government of Hong Kong to 


this effect. In communicating with Hong Kong 


you might like to mention that when replying 
to our delegation in New York we propose to 
point out firstly, that Hong Kong is very 
over-crowded at present and has, for this 
reason, been obliged to restrict normal 
transit facilities, and secondly, that Mr. 
Chu might have attempted to find some 


alternative route for his sons. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
22nd August, 1950 


(FC 1621/9);) 


ie 


a a 


T euntees a copy of a letter and enclosure from 
the United Kingdom delegation to the United Nations, 
concerning Hong Kong transit visas for the sons of a 
Chinese national who is United Nations Information 
Officer at Bangkok. I am not clear why Mr. Chu did 
not apply for visas through our Embassy in Bangkok 
rather than direct to the “British Consulate in Hong 
Kong" (sic). 


Although it would appear that Mr. Chu has not made 
any effort to find alternative routes for his sons, we 
feel that it is desirable on grounds of courtesy to a 
United Nations official to grant the visas in question, 
and we would be grateful if you could use your good 
offices with the Government of Hong Kong to this effect. 
In commnicating with Hong Kong you might like to mention 
that when replying to our delegation in New York we 
propose to point out, firstly, that Hong Kong is very 
over~crowded at present and has, for this reason, been 
obliged to restrict normal transit facilities, and 


secondly, that Mr. Chu might have attempted to find som 
alternative route for his sons. 


Yours eincere!y 


(N. C. C. Trench) 


R. C. Cade, Eaq., HBB, 


Colonial Office. 
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COLONIAL 
The Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 
London, S.W.|. 


With the Compliments of the Under- 


Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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e, 224/951 12/1 08/50 
Saving. 

From 7 of State for the Colonies. 

To the Officer Admjnisteriag the Government of... HONG KONG = 


Date 3Q August, 1950 ° 
No...... 889... .. Saving. 


Chu Pao-Hsien. 


I enclose a copy of a letter and enclosure 

from the United Kingdom delegation to the 

og United Nations, New York, concerning the 
application made by Mr. Chu Pao-Hsien, a United 
Nations Information officer at Bangkok, for the 


grant of transit visas to enable his three sons 
to return to Shanghai to resume their studies. 


2- In forwarding this correspondence Foreign 3 
Office observe that they are not clear why mr. Chu ™ 
did not apply for visas through the Embassy in _ 
Bangkok, but that they consider it is desirable y 
on grounds of courtesy to a United Nations official © 


to grant the visas in question. In the circum- 
stances I should be grateful if the application 
could receive further consideration. Grateful if 
your decision could be conveyed to Bangkok and if ~ 
I might also be advised of the outcome of the case, 


3. # When replying to their delegation in New 

York Foreign Office propose to point out firstly ; 
that Hong Kong is very overcrowded at present, and © 
has, for this reason, been obliged to restrict 4 
normal transit facilities, and secondly, that 

Mr. Chu might have attempted to find some 
alternative route for his sons. 
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With the Compliments of the Under- B 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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95142/108/50 
Bn clair 


No.885. 


OUTWARD “TELEGRAM 
R THE COLONIES 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE FO 


"O HONG KONG (0.4.G.) 


Sent 2 
6th September, 1950, 18.15 brs. | : 
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COLONIAL OFFICE, 
The Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 
London, S.W.|. 
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With the Compliments of the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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No. 49/2/86/50 SANINGAM 8 Seleehah eens Fate He. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

From the Cebeher, Hong Kong. Coc, Bangkok wo. +f 
Date. ~> as hiliae. 1950 _ 

No: (83 


Your savingram No, 883, 


Chu Pao-Hsien, 


Application for transit visas through Hong Kong 
to Shanghai for the three sons of Chu Pao-Hsien was first 
received dated 27th May 1950 from the Consular Section 
of the British Embassy, Bangkok. 


26 Since no onward booking arrangements had been 
made and onward transport facilities at that time were 
very uncertain, transit visas were not granted, 


5. Subsequently a telegram dated 17th Juay, 1950, 
from the British Embassy Bangkok was received applying for 
entry to Hong Kong for three wecks to sit examinations. 


4, Entry was approved on 10th August, provided re- 
entry visas to Bangkok were held, 
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(26000) ‘Wt 48960-2068 200m. 4/80. G.S.St. 


to 
U.K. Delegation 
to U.N. , New York. 


(from F.E. Dept.) 


OU 48 eC 
a ou'e? 


Dear Delegation, 


Please refer to your letter No. 392/2/50E 
of the 26th July, enclosing a letter from the 
Passenger Service Section of the United Nations 
about Hong Kong transit visas for the three sons 
of Mr. Chu Pao-hsien, United Nations Information 
Officer at Bangkok. 

2. As you probably know, very large numbers of 
Chinese entered Hong Kong from the mainland at the 
end of 1949 and the beginning of this year. The 
Colony has sohnsequently become very overcrowded 
and has for this reason been obliged to restrict 
normal transit facilities. We “eles the 
Colonial Office that application for transit visas 
for Mr. Chu's three sons was first received at the 
end of May from the Consular Section of the 
PrtAish imbassy in Bangkok. Since no. onward 

booking ies ements had been made and onward 
transport facilities at that time were very 
uncertain, the Hong Kong authorities did not feel 
able to grant transit visas,for fear that the 
persons concerned wha remain “ Hong Kong to 


swell the already excessive population. 


Subsequently a telegram was received from the 


| Embassy in Bangkok in the middle of July, 


applying for entry to Hong Kong for three weeks to 


attend examinations. Kntry was apparently 


}approved on the 10th August provided that re-entry 


visas to Bangkok were held. 

3 We imagine thenefore that you will not be 
hearing any more about the matter from the United 
Nations. If by any chance they do netave to the 

|  Jcharge 


charge, you might perhaps point out tactfully 
that Hong Kong is not the only point of 

entry into China and there are, we understand, 
fairly frequent wie from pore . a South Bast 


S< moaopnt * walow. 
Asia to points in china, (re Shu dees =~) 


appear to have made any attempt to find 


alternative routes. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
(FC 1621/94) 13th October, 1950. 
RESTRICTED 


Dear Delegation, 


Please refer to your letter No. 392/2/50E of the 26th 
July, enclosing a letter from the Passenger Service Section 
of the United Nations about Hong Kong transit visas for the 
three sons of Mr. Chu Pao-hsien, United Nations Information 
Officer at Bangkok. 


eo As you probably know, very large numbers of Chinese 
entered Hong Kong from the mainland at the end of 1949 and 
the beginning of this year. The Colony has consequently 
become very overcrowded and has for this reason been obliged 
to restrict normal transit facilities. We understand from 
the Colonial Office that application for transit visas for 
Mr. Chu’s three sons was first received in the United Kingdom 
at the end of May from the Consular Section ofthe Embassy in 
Bangkok. Sinee no onward booking arrangements had been made 
and onward transport facilities at that time were very un- 
certain, the Hong Kong authorities did not feel able to grant 
transit visas, for fear that the persons concerned might 
remain in Hong Kong to swell the already excessive population. 
Subsequently, a telegram was received from the Embassy in 
Bangkok in the middle of July, applying for entry to Hong Kong 
for three weeks to attend examinations. Entry was apparently 
approved on the 10th August, provided that re-entry visas to 
Bangkok were held. 


Se We imagine that you will not be hearing any more about 
the matter from the United Nations. If by any chance they do 
return to the charge, you might perhaps point out tactfully 
that Hong Kong is not the only point of entry into China and 
there are, we understand, fairly frequent sailings from ports 
in South East Asia to points in China, e.g. Singapore to 
Swatow. Mr. Chu does not appear to have made any attemt to 
find alternative routes. 


Yours ever, 


FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 


United Kingdom Delegation 
to the United Nations, 
New York. 
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| ® Telegrams marked CYPHER (TYPEX) must first be paraphrased if communicated 
to persons outside British or United States Government Services ; telegrams marked 
CYPHER (SIMPLEX) should be paraphrased where possible. 


Any telegraphic retransmission of a cypher telegram marked other than O.T.P. 
must be in a One Time System. 


Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office 


ALLOTTED TO CONSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT _ 
CYPHER O, Te Ee) 


FROM: ACTING U.K.s HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 


RPTD: HONG KONG 

BR TISH CONSUL AT TAIPEH (FORMOSA) 

?) DEPUTY U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CALCUTTA 
D; Delhi, 12.00 hrs. llth aug., 1950 
Re 14.29 hrs. llth Aug., 1950 


eh Seer ee Ree ie Somat ee 


NOs 2157 


Addressed Commonwealth Relations Office Noe 2137 repeated 
Hong Kong Noe 46, British Consul at Taipeh (Formosa) No. (?1) 
(?) Deputy United Kingdom High Commissioner in Calcutta Nos 766. 
(Commonwealth Relations Office please pass to Formosa). 


le Minister for External Affairs has been approached by Indian 
Red Cross regarding arrangements for sea passages from Calcutta 

to Formosa for 14 Chinese (?Nationalist) refugees from Chinese 
Sinkiang,. This involves transit through Hong Kong. British 
Red Cross Hong Kong are said to have already contacted Immigration 
Officer and to have learnt that transit landing facilities would 
be granted provided (I) refugees! passports are visaed in India 
and (II) British consul at Taipeh Formosa is able to confirm from 
Nationalist authorities that these persons will be allowed to land 
at Formosa. Indian Red Cross ask for matter to be treated as 
urgent as permit for stay India expires soon and funds are low. 


Qe Before asking Deputy Commissioner Calcutta to concert with Indian 
authorities to obtain names and descriptions in order that (a) 

security check can be carried out and (b) Nationalist authorities 

can be approached, I should be glad to know whether Governor of 

Hong Kong is (?disposed) in principle to lift temporarily ban on 

visas (see Passport Control Department circular v.69 of (?14th June) 

in favour of these refugees, 


Copy to:- De IT 


Foreign effice proces Dept, ) Miss Fish 


Foreign Qffice (Far Eastern Dept.) Mr. Oakeshott 
Colonial office Mr. R,Cade 


Copy sent to Foreign Office Cypher Section for retransmission to 
Formosa 
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"Sent 16th August 1950, 12,45 hrs, 
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8 Telegrams marked CYPHER (TYPEX) must first be paraphrased if communicated 
‘ to persens outside British or United States Government Services ; telegrams marked 
CYPHER (SIMPLEX) should be paraphrased where possible. 


Any telegraphic retransmission of a cypher telegram marked other than O.T.P. 
must be in a One Time System. | 


Inward Telegram _to- Commonwealth Relations Office ‘2 
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aLLOTTED TO CONSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT 
CYPHER (0. Tee ) | 


AOTING U.K.HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 
DEPUTY U,K«HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CALCUTTA 


: COMMONWEALTH REL: TIONS OFFICE 
HONG KONG 
BRITISH CONSUL TAIPEH (FORMOSA) 


Delhi, 27615 rss 25th Alize, 1950. 
foe.) OPS< |5tUn AUCs, LIOR 


Noe 2297 RESTRICTED 


Adcressea Deputy Unitec hin. com High Commissioner in 
Calcutta No. 813 repeated Commonwealth Relations Office No. 2297, 
Hong Kong Noe 53, British Consul Taipeh (Formosa) No, 2 (Commonwealth 
Relations Office please pass to Taipeh). 


Reference my telegram Noe 2137 to Commonwealth Relations 
Office. 


SINKING REFUGEES 


Governor Hons Kong has now agreeca that Circular No. V.69 
may be disresarded in this case. Please concert with West 
Bengal Government Passport Officer for necessary reference of 
names to Hong Kong and British Consul Taipeh. You may find 
it preferable for reference to latter to be mace by yourself 
and this is being suggested to Minister for External «ffairs 


Copy to:- Dell 
Foreicn Office reer Dept.) Miss Fish 


F.E.Dept. Mr. Oakeshott 
Colonial Office Mr. ReCade 


Copy sent to Foreign Office Cypher Section for retransmission to 
Taipeh 
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g) C.O. OnE ‘ 


Mr. Hutchison D. 3.52 Dem. 2th August, 1950. 
oH 1s 
ugust, 1950. Re 5031 Dele 21,th August, 1950. 


ai Addressed to Hong Kong telegram No. 256 of 
Repeat a for information te: Singapere 


ors a6 Pee 


Your telegran No. 307, ni Secretary be State 
paragraph one. Immigration control. Report in 
Kwangming daily date lined Hong Kong 17th August 
states that in July departures by rail from Hong Kong 
territory to Kwangtung exceeded arrivals by 31,000 


end departures by sea via Macao exceeded arrivals by 
30,000. 


2. Do official figures show that there is now a nett 


overall excess of on from the Colony over 
arrivals? 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


His Majesty” s Consul General, 
No, 15) D: 6.25 a.m 25th August, 1950. 
22nd August, 1950. R: 7.43 am 25th August, 1950. 


SECRET 


My telegram No, t.. 


Details of people in question which have now been 
received from Mukden are as follows : 


Full name is: Vladimir Nickolaevich Petukhov. He 
was born at Irkutsk on-Mareh 22nd 1910, .His mother's 
name is Olga Leonidovna Petukhov born at Prjevalsk in 
Russian Turkestan on February 23rd 1889. 


2. ‘Petukhov does not wish to receive any commnication 
at Mukden as he is doing his. utmost to leave Tientsin as 
soon as possible. His position at Mukden is. becoming 
more precarious. : 
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Far Eastern Department 
South East Asia Department. 
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: a 
gq FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.4- 


8th September, 1950 
No. FC 1624/97 
SECRET 


We spoke the other day about the case of ir. 
V. N. Petukhov, a former employee of the United States 
Consulate-General at Mukden. 


According to information received by our Consul- 
General at Tientsin, authority had been given by the 
State Department, before the departure of your Consul- 
General at Mukden, for Petukhov to go to the United 
States accompanied by his mother. According to this 
information Petukhov will be given employment on his 
arrival in the United States. 


Our Consul-General has been asked whether a transit 
visa through Hong Kong can be issued to Petukhoy. 
Before we can approach the Hong Kong Government about 
this, however, we shall have to be in a position to 
assure them that Petukhov and his mother will be able 
to enter the United States. 


I should be grateful if you could find out whether 
this is so. His full name is Vladimir Nickolaevitch 
Petukhoy. He was born at Irkutsk on 22nd March 1910. 
His mother's name is Olga Leonidovna Petukhov, born at 
Prjevalsk in Russian Turkestan on 23rd February 1889. 


Mre De Ke Marvin, : 
United States Embassy, (K. Re Oakeshott) 


4 Grosvenor Square, 
Wiel « 
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B37YONG KONG AUTHORITIES MALTREAT CHINESE STUDENTS = 


lie ai 


cNEBCH INA NEWS AGENCY 1836) CANTON , SEPTEMBER 3RD : 
| a 
LATEST IN THE LONG SERJES OF CASES OF HIGH HANDED AND 
ILLEGAL ACTIONS BY THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES IN HONG KONG IS 
THE EXTRAORDINARY TREATMENT OF THE THIRTYNINE CHINESE STUDENTS 
RETURNED FROM AMERICA , WHO REACHED HONG KONG ON 30TH AUGUST 
ON THEIR WAY BACK HOME . WHEN THEIR SHIP ARRIVED AT THE DOCKS , 
THE BRITISH POLICE LOCKED THE STUDENTS IN , EXCEPT FOR NINE 
WHO HAVE RELATIVES IN HONG KONG AND WHO WERE ALOWED TO LAND . 
THEY CUT OFF TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION TO MAKE IMPOSSIBLE ANY 
CONTACT WITH FRIENDS ASHORE AND COMPELEEXXCOMPELLED THEM 
TO LEAVE HONG KONG THE FOLLOWING DAY . 


MF ..BBC.MON. 2040 BH 


B37: HONG KONG C2) 


THE STUDENTS WERE ESCORTED TO SCXX SHUMCHAN ON THE BORDER 
OF HONG KONG TERITORY BY IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE SHIPPING COMPANY . THIS HUMILIATING TREATMENT OF CHINESE 
_ NATIONALS 1S FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S 
REASTRICXXRESTRICTION OF ENTRY INTO:HONG KONG , ITS PERSECUTION 
OF CHINESE RES{DENTS IN THE CITY AND ITS INFRINGEMENT OF 
CHINESE SOVEREIGNTY OF WHICH THERE ARE NUMEROUS INSTANCES IN 


THE PAST FOUR MONTHS . 
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MF.BBC.MON. 2041 3/9 BH 
B3% HONGKONG C3) 
= CHINA NEWS AGENCY REPORT THEN GIVES DETAILS OF 
+BRUTAL TREATMENT + OF CHINESE NATIONALS BY THE HONGKONG 
POLICE , THE BANNING OF OVER 30+ PEOPLE'S ORGANISATIONS + , 
THE DEPORATATION OF CHINESE NATIONALS , AND REPEATED +|NTRUSION+ 
ORNBRIWYSH NAVAL VESSELS , PLANES , MILITA 
PSE CNCEL TAKE 3 


B37: HONGKONG C3) 


THE NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY REPORT THEN GIVES DETAILS OF +BRUTAL 
TREATMENT + OF CHINESE NATIONALS BY THE HONGKONG POLICE , 
THE BANNING OF OVER 30+ PEOPLE'S ORGANISATIONS +, THE 
DEPORT AT | ON OF CHINESE NATIONALS , AND REPEATED +INTRUS! ON- 
OF BRITISH NAVAL VESSELS , PLANES , MILITARY AND POLICE + 


INTO CHINESE +TERRITORY+ . THE INCIDENTS LISTED TOOK PLACE BETWEEN 
MAY AND AUGUST . 


END.BBC.MON. 2044 3/ 9 BH 
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Code R 
FROM RANGOON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Freese-Pennefather 
No, 688 D.2.52 p.m. 6th September, 1950. 


6th September, 1950. R.3.53 p.m. 6th September, 4950. 


RESTRICTED 


Repeated for information to Foreign Office. 


Tsung Lin Diplomatic Courier of the People's \ hd 
Republic of China, holding diplomatic passport No.DOO\34 | 
issued at Peking on July 24th, 1950 has applied through’ 
the Government of Burma for a transit visa through 

Hong Kong en route to China, Proposes to sail from 
Rangoon on the s.s, "Hai Lee" on September 8th. 
Immediate reply appreciated, 
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FROM HONG KONG TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Officer Administering the Government 
No. 2/3 D. 2.30 aem. 12th September, 1950 
12th September, 1950 R. 8.29 a.m, 12th September, 1950 


IMMEDIATE - rae 


RESTRICTED 4 .% 


Addressed to Rangoon texeg egram No. 272 of 12th September 
Repeated for information Xo Foreign Office. 


Your telegram No. 7. 


Tsung Lin diplomatic courier no objections to direct 
transit visa en route China, Delay regretted. 
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Cypher/0TP REPETITIONS 


FROM TOKYO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir A. Gascoigne D1. XD p.m. Sth September, 1950. 
No: 1175 R. 2. 50 pom. 8th September, 1950. 
Sth September, 1950. 


Foreign Office please pass following to 
Governor Hong Kong as my telegram No. 8l. 


[Begins] 


My telegram lst August to lmmigration Officer and 
his telegram IMM 8723 of 25th August and my letter of the 
28th August. Visa for Paik Lak Seung. 


2. The Korean Government are most anxious that this 
man should proceed to Hong Kong without further delay in 
order to complete the sale of red ginseng on their behalf. 


3. I should be grateful if decision on the application 
could be expedited. 
[Ends]. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 
for transmission to Hong Kong]. 
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TO HONG KONG (0.A.G. ). 
Sent 6th September, 1950, Ae brs, 


—_ 


-- 
——— 


NO, 13687, Confidential. 


ee ee 


New China News Agenoy reiease of 
September 3rd under Canton dateline refera to 
Locking up, humiliating treatment etc. on 
August 30th of 39 Chinese. students returning 
to China from America. 


fe... Grateful for information on what 
actually ceocurred., I assume that stories of 
Other incidents contained in release are also 
groaaly Gistorted. 


SPR we Mee bee BCE rat Abe sa letinn acblicmniercatiamedin sia OF A ayo Rater cine al sa liieadieemied lac PNT age nieniiinmemnadin ie 
Copy sent to3~ : : 


Foreign Office ~ Mrs MeCeCe Tronch 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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D. llth September 1950. | 
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Confidential. 


Addressed to S. of J. 
Repeated to Peking No. 154. 
“ © Washington by savingram (for 
Passport Control Officer, New York). 


Your telegram No. 1387. 
Chinese Students in transit from the Usa.A. 


You are aware from my telegrams Nos. 79, and 770 
that Special concessions have been granted to these 
students to enable them to return to China, 


2s On 30th August PRESIDENT CLEVELAND arrived from 
U.SsAw- With a party of students, 34 in all, ineluding a 
few Wives and infants. In accordance with agreement 
With President Lines the students were not allowed on 
shore (with the exception of 9 who had relatives in 
Hong Kong) but were conducted on the followitig morning 
to a special train to take them over the border. This 
procedure has been operated successfully with previous 
batches of students who made no complaints. The students 
on the PRESIDENT CLEVELAND were unruly end expressed anti- 
British sentiments and have evidently distorted facets. 
There was- of course no question of “locking up™ or 
“humiliating treatment", They were simply refused 
permission to land from the ship until they were eonducted 
to the train. 


3. If the students were once allowed on shore. they 
onudd easily disappear and a proportion probably would not 
s-eesd to China. Some of these students are- communhist- 
i nace tei etee and they might well start a student movement 
here with unfortunate results. I am, therefore, maintaining 
my policy of not allowing these students to land. 


Le Your peragreaph 2; Your assumption that stories 
of other incidents are Ermey s distorted a SOrFESt. 
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} No purpose would be served by making difficulties. 
We should however see that in matters of this kind 
full reciprocal faciiities are given. At present our 
K.M. seems to be having no undue difficulties. Nor 
for some time will the Chinese Government want to 
change this state of affairs although the possibility 
of their introducing difficulties at a future date 
cannot be entirely discounted since their general 
tactics on the establishment of diplomatic relations 
have been far from sincere. 3 


We should not hesitate to bring to their attention 
any difficulties which our K.\M. may experience. ile y 
it is considered very desirable that he should be 
accompanied in his journeys either from Tang Ku to 
| lies deste apart Fs Be. Se a 50 Sones we should ask 
‘yf We, ; "3 a > r. Huchison to arrange for this to be done. 
| ° A 


Similarly if it is thought that our mail to Peking 
/& | would be speed§dink $4 urea and without prejudice to 
security arrangements) by sending the K.iM. to Peking 
via Canton either by air if through service is now 
operating - and I think a service Canton/Tientsin is 
in fact operating = or by rail to North China, we 
should not hesitate asking for these facilities and 
in fact seeing that the Chinese Government grant them. 
In this matter we are on fairly strong ground and 
there is no reason,unless it suits us as the most 
convenient route,for the K.M. to be restricted to 
‘the rather slow sea route Hong Kong to Tientsin. 
Communications Department may however be satisfied 
with the present arrangements for K.M. trips via 
Tientsin, although I think it would be worth while 
finding out possibly through the K.M. whether the 
alternative routes suggested or any others which may 
occur to him would in fact greatly speed up our 


Ba nl | (Index) service to Peking. 
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Mr. Hutchison MERE Kee Wen 


No. 1413 D. 10,00 a.m, 13th September, 1950 
13th September, 1950 R, 11.26 a.m. 15th September, 1950 


PRIORITY 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1413 of 


13th September 
Repeated for information to Rangoon and Hong Kong. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs have reqmested my assistance 
in expediting grant of transit facilities for Hong Kong to 
their Diplomatic Courier Tsoune Line who travelled to Rangoon 
with the Ambassadorial party. The Ministry state that his 
application to His Majesty's Embassy at Rangoon for transit 
‘facilities through Hong Kong has encountered delays; in 
requesting our assistance they refer to facilities granted. 
us for King’s Messénger's journeys here. 


2, I shall he grateful for anything that can be done 


to expedite the grant of facilities in this case, 


53, The Ministry also asked if a regular procedure 
could be established by which their couriers could be granted 
facilities on future journeys as a matter of course, 


DISTRIBUTED TO;3- 
Far Eastern Department 
South East Asia Department 
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Addressed to .Reking.. 
f . a 
Telegram. oe we telegram N i dealt z Ste 


repeated for information gor aay 


MARGIN 


Your telegram No. 1413 / of dhe 13th September: 


3 / '  |Chinese courier service 7. 
Rango and Hong 
— Kong. We agree no purpose would be served by 


HIS 


making difficulties over normal facilities for 
Chinese couriers and, provided these are not 


gether with ‘ abused, we should adopt a courteous and 
Peking 1413. 
expeditious line. We accordingly endorse views 


f in paragraph 2 ag our telegram under referee 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING 


No, 1392 D. 7.15 pom. 16th September, 1950 
16th September, 1950 


PRIORITY 
CONFIDENT 


Addressed _ to Peking telecram No, 1392 of 16th September 
Repeated for information to Rangoon Hong Kong, 


Your telegram No. 1413 [of 13th September: Chinese 
courier service], 


We agree no purpose would be served by making difficulties 
over normal facilities for Chinese couriers and, provided 
these are not abused, we should adopt a courteéus and ~ 
expeditious line, We accordingly endorse views in 
paragraph 2 of your telegram under reference and assume 
that Hong Kong have by now granted the necessary facilities 
in this particular case, We also favour acceding to request 
by Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in paragraph 35 
provided you are satisfied that full reciprocal facilities 
are given to our King's Messengers, If so will you:please enuire 
from the Ministry for details of regular arrangements which 
they have in mind so that we can consider this factor 
with the authorities concerned, 


DISTRIBUTED T0:- 
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South East Asia Department, 
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Ne. 1478 2.10 pm. 22nd September, 1950 
22nd September, 1950 3.28 pom. 22nd September, 1950 


RESTRICTED 


Addressed _to Rangeon telegram No. 16 of September 


Repeated for information to: Foreign Office 


Hong Keng F : 
Fereign Office telegram Ne. 1592 to me. 


Before appreaching [grp. undec.] as prepesed I 
should be grateful for confirmation that facilities 
requested in my telegram No. 1.13 te Foreign Office 
have in fact been granted. 


Far Bastern ieartuant 
Seuth East Asia Department 
Communications Department 
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Cypher/OTP DEP STRIBUTION 


FROM RANGOON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Freewe-Prennefather 


No, 726. D. 3.43.D.m. September 20th, 1950. 
September 19th, 1950, Re 52d eDeMe September 20th, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No of September 15 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office and Hong Kong. 


Your telegram No. 1413 to Foretgn Office. 
ECW lo} 
2. Tsung Lin diplomatic courier (grp. undec. [Number?] 17) 


was granted diplomatic visa No. [grp. undec. ]/50 in Rangoon on 
13th September. 


3. We have no list of Chinese, diplomatic couriers, 


h. We await Foreign Office instructions regarding last 
paragraph of your telegran. 
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Cypher/OTP EPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION  ~ 


FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Hutchison, 


No, 1461. D. 1.50.p.m. September 21st, 1950, 
September 20th, 1950. R. 3. 2.Deme September 21st, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addregsed to Hongkong telegram No. 290 of September 20th 


Repeated for information ¢ to Foreign Office, 
Ch? 


ie 
Your telegram No. 1013 ‘ Colonial office. 
Chinese students in transit from America, 


Officials of Ministry of Foreign Affairs referred to the 
case of students landing from president Cleveland in course of 
interview with member of my staff 19th September. He stated 
that resentment had been aroused in some of the students by 
refusal of eee to land and by close police escort on 
train. . 


2. He went on to say that 108 students were jue to arrive at 
Hong Kong in president Wilson 19th September, He realised there | 
might not be time to make any new arrangements in their case 
but hoped that in future cases students would be given facilitic ] 
to get their luggage off | the ship and make arrangements for « | 
Onward journey. 


3. The member of my staff said he understood restrictions were °} 
imposed because of the possibility of students staying in Hong | 
Kong instead of proceeding on to China. The official replied it | 
would be easy to get a guarantee from the leader of each party | 
: t students would not stay in Hong Kong. The way in which 
——- matter was raised suggests that the Ministry are anxious to 
) p, ayeid further trouble of this kind, I At not know if it would 


be possible (erp.undec.? to liberalise’ ] measures of coi trol in 
future (on lines suggested or otherwise) but’I should of course 
be grateful for anything that could be hgne. 


iA ould 


Ree Se Sk re wer nl ae 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Would it for instance be feasible for them to be directed and 


assisted in a friendly manner by men in civilian dress instead 
of official escort by police in uniform 


UTED TO; 


Far Eastern Department 
South East Asia Department 
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TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES fe WWI, 


Code 


C1621 | [OU 


D. 23rd September 1950. 
R. 25rd 07,15 hrs, 


No. 1101 § Confidential. 


Addressed to British Passport Officer, 
New York, No. 286. 
Repeated to 8. of 8. 
« “" Peking, No. 163. 
" " Washington, No. 73. 


ae 


: FROM. HONG KONG (0.A.G.) 


My telegram No 
Transit visas for Cr 


Now that large groups of s 
PRESIDENT WILSON have passed throrf | 
authorised by my telegram No. (65) o Washington, the 
position should be reverting tod°that described in my 
telegram No.(58)to Washington (i.e. parties of 20 
Kwangtung apd“Fukien students only) . 


However, I agree parties limited to 50 students 
atany one time, whose homes: are in Kwangtung, Kwangsi, 
or Fukien, may be granted transit visas on the same 
conditions as regards: maintenance, onward transportation 
etc., by A.Pili | 


3.  A.Psb.s have been so informed. 


Copies sent tos- 


Foreign Office - Mr. §.d.L.0lver 
oe ” " ao - Mr, J.Q. Lloyd 


othe a 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 
§ . Wel +. 


2lst November, 1950. 


With reference to Hong Kong 
telegram No. 286 of the 23rd September 
to the British Passport Office in New 
York, (repeated to you as No. 1101), 

I wonder whether you have yet been able 
to find out the precise position with 
regard to transit visas for Chinese 
Students coming from America, If 80, 

I shall be grateful if you will let 

me know. 


(N.C.C. Trench) 


Ree Cade, ESqe, MeBeBey 
Colonial Office. 
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they ® Telegrams marked CYPHER (TYPEX) must first be paraphrased if communicated 
oe to persons outside British or United States Government Services ; telegrams marked 
TYPHER (SIMPLEX) should be paraphrased where possible. 


Any telegraphic retransmission of a cypher telegram marked other than 0O.T.P. 
must be in a One Time System. 
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Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office 


ALLOTTED TO CONSTITUTIONAL DEPT, 
CYPHER (CATEGORY ‘A Se 


FROM: U.sK.e HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 


RPlD: HONG fone... . 
BRITISH CONSUL TAIPEH, FORMOSA 
DEPUTY U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN LAHORE (SAVING) 
ACTING U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER (SAVING) 
DEPUTY U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER} 
, IN CALCUTTA 


De New Delhi 15,00 hours 20th Septe, 1950 
. +7et0 Bours * ie 1950 


ee cere a ee eg et Po ee 


Noe 2651 CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Commonwealth Relations Office No, 2651, repeated 
Hong Kong No. 64, British Consul Taipeh, Formosa No. 3 and Saving 
to Deputy UeKe High Commissioner in Lahore, UsK.s.. High Commissioner 
in Karachi and Deputy U.eK.e High Commissioner in Calcutta 
(Commonwealth Relations Office please 31 to Formosa). 


‘Ae 
My telegram Now 215/,— (-C\ b d'\ YS 


Indian Red Cross have now approached us on behalf of further 
party of 11 Chinese nationalist refugees from Sinkiang at present 
at Lahore who have applied to be repatriated to Formosa Party 
are recommended by Pakistan Red Cross and Indian Red Cross are 
Willing to give financial assistance to these refugees in transit 
through India and to pay passages to Formosa, Immediate difficulty 
is to obtain assurance from Chinese Nationalist authorities that 
refugees will be admitted to Formosa, On the basis of this 
% position) transit visas for Hong Kong and other places en route 

if required) could presumably be obtained, 


Qs Admittedly our locus standi in this matter is negligible 

but in view of our general obligations towards refugees and since 
moreover the Government of India, in their anxiety not to endanger 
their friendly relations with the Chinese Peoples Government, are 
both unwilling (and in the absence of an Indian representative unable 
to) to contact Chinese Nationalist authorities on behalf of these 
refugees, we Should presumably assist in any reasonable way. Had 
party been in India,. we could have offered to make necessary 
reference to Formosa, through British Consul, at Taipeh, as was done 
in the case of previous party (see my telegram Noe 813 to Calcutta 
not to Lahore or Eanaokeh This offer was scagerly accepted by 
Government of India, Presumably proper course would be for 
Government of Pakistan to seck assurances from Formosa but they may 
well be as reluctant as Government of India to do soe In that case 
the way wouid be clear for either Lahore, Karachi or ourselves to 
forward names to British-Consul, at Taipeh for communication to 
Chinese Nationalist Provincial authorities, 


Je We should be grateful for guidance as to procedure to be 


J/adoptedee. 


net» 0 


Perhaps first step might be for Karachi to sound 
nment of Pakistan regarding possibility of reference 
sa by theme | 


Copy to:—= D-II. 


Foreign Office. Miss Fish. 
(Treaty Dept. ) 

Foreign Office Mr, Oakeshott 
(Far Eastern 

| -. Depte ) Tees eo 

Colonial Office Mr, ReC,. Cade 


Copy to Foreign Office (Cypher Room) for retransmission to 
Formosae 
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Mr. Hutchison D. 2. 25 poem, 22nd September, 1950. 


No; 1474 | Re 34 55 Poem. 22nd Septenber, 1950. 
22nd September, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


~ Addressed to Hong Kong telegram No, 292 of 22nd Septembe: 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office, 
Singapore, oor 


| ton. . ss f oe ae 
My telegram No. 256 (ndt to Canton), yc bal ‘ 


\ 


The figures I quoted are apparently confirmed by the 
figures appearing in colonial political intelligence summary 
number 7. 


2. If this satisfactory trend has been maintained during 
August and September I wonder whether you would consider some 
relaxation of present immigration control measures. I think 
some relaxation in practice might have a soothing effect on 
our relations with China. 


3, lIrealise the necessity of guarding against some 
fresh and sudden influence into the Colony and 1 am 
therefore thinking not so much of amendments to immigration 
regulations themselves as a reduction in stringency with 
which they are applied at the frontier, 


Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kong and Singapore 
#s my telegrams Nos, 292 and 290 respectively. 


_ [Repeated to Singapore. Copies sent to Telegraph 
Section Colonial Office for retransmission to Hong Kong]. 
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FROM HONG KONG TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Govepnor ce D. 3034 Dem. Ith October, 1950 
Unnumbered 


8th October, 1950 R. 5627 Dem. 9th October, 1950 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 165 of 8th October 
Repeated for information to Secretary of State for the Colonies 
Commissioner General Singapore 
Canton. 


ee a 
vey f | fiom f 
tc \.. L c loadl] fo , 


Your telegram No. 292: Immigration Statistics. 


Population is still inflated due to unchecked influx before 
control was imposed. As soon as a genuine efflux to China 


begins I shall gladly relax controls. qe 
‘ NV 


2. The Chinese officials are much more [? gp. omitted] 
in their border control than we are mainly on account of their 
fear of infiltration by agents and this acts as a deterrent to 
persons wishing to return to China. Anything you ean do to 
induce the Chinese to relax their control would be welcome. 


[Copies sent to Colonial Office]. 
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on COLONIAL OFFICE, 
.) The Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 


@ London, S.W.1. 
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With the Compliments of the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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acts as a deterrent to persons wishing to return to China. | 


oh 


FROM HONG KONG (0.A.G.) 


R. 


Confidential. 


42th 


t 44.00 hrs. (via F.O.) 


Addressed to Peking telegram No. 168 of 8th 


 QOctoper. 


Repeated for information to Secretary of State 


‘ : 


for the Colonies. 
" Commissioner General, South 
Bast Asia. 
" Canton. 


Your telegram No. 292; Immigration Statistics. 


Population is still inflated due to unchecked 
influx before control was imposed. As soon as a genuine 
efflux to China begins I shall gladly relax controls. 


The Chinese officials are much more (group 
omitted) in their border control than we are mainly on 
account of their fear of infiltration by agents and this 


Anything you can do to induce the Chinese to relax their 


6; es 


control would be walcome. 
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_INVEARD. cecal rae TELEG 


_ Fe) Fe Moar IQ? 


NO: $2 gaving of 29th August, 1980. 


AGdressed to Consuls telegram No, 32 Circular Saving, 
Repeated for information to Foreign Office and Hong Kong Saving. 


My Circular telegram 3 paragraph 3, 


Chinese from North and Central China wishing to travel 
to Hong Kong by train may be given form similar to that used 
by “rt companies for travellers by sea. They should 


ocd Bogue es thengelves direct to Hong Kong Police and await 
Pepiy >» 


Be There in 270 objection to your telegraphing at the expense 
of the applicant when time does not admit of above procedure, 
If reply favourable you may give applicant a letter to 
that effect which he can show at Hong Xong border, 


S Copy of form used here is enclosed, 


¢ To be completed in 
the English Language. 


es 


1. Names of applicant, including maiden name of a widow or 
married woman and any other names by which an applicant is, 
or has been known 

(Chinese characters of name or names must be entered). 


—— 


—~ _— es 


2. National Status of applicant (if acquired by naturalization 
or marriage or of dual status give particulars), 


— 


S- Permanent Home Address. 


4 Address in Hongkong. 


5. Occupation. 


6. Pull details of reason for visiting Hongkong. Nature of 
employment or business which applicant will undertake or seek 
to undertake whilst in British Territory. (IT IS IMPORTANT 
THAT FULL PARTICULARS BE FURNISHED). 


7. Hames ar" addresses of persons in Hongkong to whom = 
is known. 


— — 


I declare that the particulars given above are correct and 
that I understand that the grant of a British visa does not 
imply that the holder or holders of such a visa will be 
excused compliances with Tumi gration Laws and Regulations 
in force in British Territory. 
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Provided that P.C.D. concur it,will probably 
be as well to confirm to our Missions in China, Burma, | 
India and Indonesia that they may grant the 
appropriate facilities to these couriers. We 
should at the same time ask the Colonial Office 
to telegraph in the same sense to Hong Kong. 


I. understand that “orbit" countries are 
required by us to let us know the names of their 
couriers and to inform us of any alterations to the 
lists. We ought presumably to take the same pre- 
cautions with the Chinese,and should therefore ask 
Mr. Huchison to make this clear to them. | 


(N.C.C. Trench) 
26th October, 1950 


Passport control Department. 
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The suggestion made by Mr. Rex seems the most 
practical way of arranging matters,and I think that we 
should put it to Mr. Hutchison. I shall be grateful 
if Communications Department, provided they agree, 
would fill in the required particulars in paragraph 
2. of the draft telegram attached. 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL RISTRIBUTION 
FROM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr, Hutchison 


No, 1630 D. 10,04 a.m, 21st October, 1950 
20th October, 1950, R, 11.18 a.m, 21st October, 1950 
RESTRICTED 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1630 of 
th October 


Repeated for information to Rangoon, New Delhi, Djakarta, 
Singapore Mie — "Kong, 


Your telegram No, 192 Kast | Bobb d Ve New Delhi, 
Djakarta and Singapore), 


In reply to enquiry Ministry of Foreign Affairs have .. 
furnished the following particulars of four couriers who will 
travel regularly between China and Burma, India and Indonesia, 


(a) Tchou Tchi-Tchung, passport DO0028 born 
Shanghai November 1927. 


(bo) Fanne Kowo-lian passport D00152 born Chekiang 
September 1927. | 


(c) Tsoune Line passport D003) born Kiangsu .. 


May 1926 
(d) Line Yi-Pine =... DO00666 born Fukien 
March 1925, ee 


26 Ministry would be grateful if His Majesty's 
Resprentatives and Consuls in Burma, India and Indonesia could 
be instructed to grant normal facilities to these couriers, 


| 3. I confirm that all proper facilities are given to 
| our Kings Messengers, 
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Draft. 
Telegram to : ul 
Peking” . 


eo 1\ 
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Distribution :-— 
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Dept. 


& ecurity classification 
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Addressed to ...... kEKING 


‘ 


ancl. 43 
of 20th ancl 30K 


Your telegrang No. 1630 
October: Chinese Couriers_/ 
Unless you see any objection we 
seanode to follow in respect of Chinesé couriers 
the procedure used for Soviet and Polish couriers. 


This consists in obtaining from the Government 


soncerned a list of their reguzar couriers 
likely to pass through British territory and, 
provided that there is no security objection, 
granting such persons continuous diplomatic 
visas, for an agreed period (normally a nonthgs 
in this case we should prefer in view of paragraph| 
53 below to limit this +e tte period é six months. 
Additions to the list of couriers aeaere be 


made as reguipedybut visas would only be granted 


in such cases or in the case of casual couriers 


after reference to London for security screening. 


We would of course have 40: obtain in advance 


assurances from the Chinese Government that - they 


would reciprocate this factiites 


B- if you seg no objection please explain 


this procedure to th Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


(omitting of course a whibdeertec Fidei 


precautions ) enqui nem whether it would be 


omy 


" agreesble/ 


hy 


Ai ee 
a- 


sgreaabia to them and if so request an assurance 
wr 

that they will grant reciprocal facilities to 

Kings Messengers. You should also ask whether 


they wish to add to the list given in your telegrt 
under refe ren ce, aad tapout taleguen Hoth 


Wallis, about whom particulars have 
already been sent to you (seese see my telegram 
No. 1668) will be the only Kings Messenger on 
the Hong Rens: = Peking run for the next six 


months. ..We..do not..yet Know who’ -hissuccessor 


will be. be are copying to you Pow rpekevonce 


by the ey effull particulars of all #-¥%, 
festeege employed, | | 


i. For your confidential information there 
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is no security objection to any. of the 
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Cypher/OTP. 


FC 1621/109. DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION, 
Restricted. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEKING, 


Ne. 20 | 
30th Nevember, 1950. 


RESTRICTED, 


dD. 5.30 p.m. 30th November ,1950. 


Addressed te Peking telegram Ne.2011 ef 30th Nevember, 
Repeated fer infermatien te Rangeen, New Delhi, (UKHC), 
Dijakarta (Batavia), 
Singapere, Heng Keng. 


Yeur telegrams Ne. 1630 and 4.3 Saving [ef 20th and 
30th Octeber: Chinese Ceuriers]. 


Unless yeu see any ebjectien we prepese te fellew in 
respect ef Chinese couriers the precedure used fer Sevict 
and Pelish ceuriers. This cengists in obtaining fren 
the Gevernment cencerned a list ef their regular ceuriers 
likely te pass threugh British territery and, previded 
that there is ne security ebjectien, granting such 
persens centinueus diplematic visas, fer an agreed peried 
(nermally 12 menths); in this case we sheuld prefer in 
view ef paragraph 35 belew te limit this peried te six 
menths, Additiens te the list ef ceuriers ceuld be made 
as required, but visas weuld only be granted in such cases 
er in the case ef casual ceuriers after reference te 
Lenden fer security screening. We weuld ef ceurse have 
te obtain in advance assurances frem the Chinese Gevernment 
that they weuld reciprecate this facility. 


2. If yeu see ne ebjection please explain this 
precedure te the Ministry ef Fereign Affairs (omitting 
ef ceurse a reference te security precautiens), enquire 
whether it weuld be agreeable te them and if se request an 
assurance that they will grant reciprecal facilities te 
Kings Messengers. Yeu sheuld alse ask whether they wish 
te add te the list given in yeur telegrams under 
reference, 


3. Wallis, abeut whem particulars have already 
been sent te yeu (see my telegram Ne.1668) will be the 
enly Kings Messenger en the Hong Keng < Peking run fer the 

| next six menths, 


un 


—— _, ; fi Re pe Pale Ms 
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next six months. We de net yet knew whe his 
successer will be. We are copying te yeu by 
the next bag fer yeur ewn infermatien enly full 
particulars ef all King's Messengers at present 
empleyed. 


4. For your cenfidential infermatien there 
is ne security objection te any ef the individuals 
named in your telegrams under reference. £ 


DISTRIBUTED TO:- 
Far Eastern Department, 
seuth East Asia Department, 
Passpert Centrel Department, 
Cemmunicatiens Department. 
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OM PEKING TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Hutchison, | ee Clea 3 


. * > eee tate 


No. 1913, D. 10.38 a.m. 28th November, 1950. 
27th November,1950. R. 11.12 a.m. 28th November,1950. 


idressed to Hong Kong telegram telegram No 
of 2/th November, 
Repeated for information to Singapore, Foreign Office, 
Rangoen, Dijakarta, 
JF New Delhi. 


ey RD 


My telegram No.1630 te Foreign Office. 


Diplomatic visas for transit through Hong Kong and 
Singapore (en route Indonesia, Burma, and India) 
granted 27th November to (1) Tsoume Line and (2) Liyun-Yi 
(Giles 688, 13812, 5342) passport DO00772 bern Shensi 


November, 1918 (courier whose particulars have alse been 
communicated). 
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(Date) November, 1950. 


Despatched M. 


Restricted. 
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‘Singapore, Hongkong. 
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For your confidential information, there is 


no security objection to any of, the individuals 
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named in your telegram under reference, 
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FROM PEKIN 


Mr. Hutchisen 


Ne, 1985 4, 20P.M. Oth December, 1950, 
8th December, 1950, 4,44 p.m, Oth December, 1950. 


Addressed te Heng Ken pers 55 ef 8th 
December 
Repeated fer infermatien te Singapere Rangeén 
Fereign Office Dijakarta (Batavia) 
New Delhi, 


My telegram Ne, 414, 


Diplematic visa fer transit threugh Heng Keng and 
Singapere (en reute Indenesia Burma and India) granted 7th 
December te Line Yi Pine (particulars in my telegram 
Ne, 1650 te Fereign Office ef 20th Octeber), 
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The British Embassy 
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TELEGRAM SENT: —5 
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TO: CONSULS NO.3 of 7th June. 
(Not to Tihwa) 
Repeated to Foreign Office No. 4 Saving. 

_ famsui No. 1 Saving. 
' <. Hong Kong No. 1 Saving. 


CYPHER/OTP. 
SENT: 9/6/50. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Consuls circular No. 3 of 7th 
June repeated for information saving by bag to Foreign 
Office, Hong Kong and Tamsui. 


Chinese Entering Hong Kong. 


All Chinese entering Hong Kong are now subject to 
Immigration Control. Explanation is very serious over- 
crowding in the Colony. 


Qe Chinese arriving by land are not required to have 

entry permits, but they may be refused entry if they are 
obviously new arrivals intending to settle in Hong Kong, and 
have no previous connexion with the Colony. 


Oe A Chinese from North and Central China wishing to 

enter by ship should apply to a shipping company for 
transportation. There he is given a form which he fills in. 
The company clears permission to enter with immigrant office 
Hong Kong, and the form becomes travel and entry document 
collected from passenger on arrival. 


4. I am enquiring procedure for travellers by train 
from North and Central China. 


HUTCHISON. 


TELEGRAM SENT: 


TO: CONSULS NO.3 of 7th June, 
(Not to Tihwa) 


Repeated to pore ign Office No. 4 Saving. 
ams Oo ving. 
Hong Kong-No. 1 Saving. 


CYPHER/OTP, 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Addressed to Consuls circular No, 3 of 7th 
June repeated for information saving by bag to Foreign 
Office, Hong Kong and Tamsui. 


Chinese Entering Hong Kong, 


All Chinese entering Hong Kong are now subject to 
Immigration Control. Explanation is very serious over- 
crowding in the Colony. 


Be Chinese arriving by land are not required to have 

entry permits, but they may be refused entry if they are 
obviously new arrivals intending to settle in Hong Kong, and 
have no previous connexion with the Colony. 


Se A Chinese from North and Central China wishing to 
enter by ship should apply to a shipping company for 
transportation. There he is given a form which he fills in. 
The company clears permission to enter with immigrant office 
Hong Kong, and the form becomes travel and entry document 
collected from passenger on srrival. 


4. I am enquiring procedure for travellers by train 
from North and Central China. 
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En Clair. DEPARTMENTAL D ON 


FROM PEKING FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr Hutchison 
Noe 2717 D. 3.0) Dem. November 2nd, 1950. 
ist November, 1950. Re Se37 poem. November 2nd, 1950, 


Addressed Singapere telegram No. 349 of lst 


Nevember. 


Repeated fer infermatien te: Foreign Office, 
New Delhi, 
Djakarta, (Batavia) 
Rangoon 
b-\ and Heng Kong. 
c(h ee Be, 


My telegrams 1630 and gt, ae te Foreign Office and 
[? grp omitted] 9. concerning Chinese diplomatic couriers. 


Giles numbers fer couriers names are as follows:- 
(1) 2544, 1211, 606 
(B) 3426, 6609, 7022 
(C) 12039, 7157 
(D) 7157, 5454, 93518 
(EB) 12493, 13630. 


(2) Transit visas for Hong Keng and Singapore granted te 
(A) and (E) 30th Octeber. 


Far Rastern Departuent 
Communications Department. 
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Dear Trench, . 


With reference to your letter of the 
2ist November about Chinese students returning from 
America, we assume, in the absence of any information 
to the contrary, that the arrangements described by 
the Governor of Hong Kong in his telegram, No.286 of 
the 23rd September were acceptable to the British 


Passport Officer, New York, and that they are working 
smoothly. 


If this is not the case, perhaps you would let 
us know, so that we can take the matter up. Otherwise 
we would not propose to trouble the Governor again on 
this memeew since it is not strictly our concern. 


Yours sincerely, 


Gl. C. Care 


— 
(ReCe Cade) 


N.C.C. TRENCH, ESQ. 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 
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I agree that we.should find out from Hong 
Kong what their views are on Madame Wellington Koo 
staying th en route to Manila, etc. 


2 At the same time, I think we should make 
enquiries from Treaty Department as to exactly what 
form of visa Madame Wellington Koo would be 
entitled to be given in the event of Hong Kong having 
no objection to her staying there or passing through. 
Perhaps you would mention to the Colonial Office 
that this aspect of the matter is under parallel 
consideration. 
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(J. S. H. Shattock) 
15th December, 1950. 
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"ROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir 0. Franks 


No. 3359 D. 5.48 pom. 11th December,1950. 
11th December,1950. Re 11.17 pom. 11th December, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL FE lool ( 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 5359 of 

11 cembe 

Repeated for information to Hong Kong. 


Madame Wellington Koo has informally sounded a 
member of my staff on the possibility of obtaining a 
diplomatic visa to visit Hong Kong. She is apparently 
planning a trip from the United States to Manila (where 


her son is), Hong Kong, Formosa and possibly Siam. May 
I have instructions please? 


2. She proposes to take a dog with her and has asked 
about Hong Kong quarantine arrangements. 

Foreign Office please pass to Hong Kony as my 
telegram No, 38. 


[Copies sent to C.0. for repetition to ‘Hong Kong]. 
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oo INWARD TELEGRAM 


@ro THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
Cypher (O.8.P.) 


FROM. HONG KON + (Sir A, Gra 


iF @ (62a) /N3 ; 
D. 20th December 1950. 


4 R. 20th : 09.00 hra. 


No. 1383 Secret. 


Addressed to S. of 4. 
Repeated to Washington, No. 85. 


(S. of S. please pass 
to Washingt on) . 


Your telegram No. 1860 (Washington 
telegram Wo, 38). 


Madame Wellington Koo. 


Grateful if a visa for Hong Kong is 
not (repeat not) granted. 


(Copies sent to F.0. for transmission to 
Washington) . 
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Mr. Hutchison 


Ne, 2018 | 9.05 p.m. 15th December,1950. 
15th December, 1950. : 9.50 PE. 15th December,1950, 


ies (ots Wg 
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Reneated for information to aneee New Delhi 
Singanore Hong Keng 
Diakarta (Batavia). 
} 


Your telegram Ne, 2011. Fe iin >I} My 


a 


Ministry of Fereign Affairs have net. (repeat not), 
-reverteé to the question of continueus visas for their 
couriers and I assume the present arrangements for granting 
transit visas fer Hong Keng end Singapore ere working 
smeothly at ether posts, 1 doubt whether they weuld be 
willing te give a centinueus visa te eur Kings Messenger 
at present and if they did, fermalities to be gone threugh 
in Tientsin and here en each visit (ef which we have ne 
(repeat ne) complaint) weuld not be appreciably reduced, 
I sheuld therefere prefer toe leave the present positien 
unchanged fer the time being, 


2. Only additien, se far, to names given in ny 
telegrams Nes, 1650 and 45 Saving is Li Yun-Yi 
(particulars in my telegram Ne, 414 te Heng Keng). 


Foreign Office please pass te New DeJhi, Dijakarta 
(Batavia) end Heng Keng es my telegrams 89, 1] and 442 
respectively. 


of 
[Repeated te Djakarta (Batevia)} 


(Ceples. sent to Telegraph Section C.R.%. and Celenial 
Office fer repetitien te New Delhi and pam Sone) 
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Cypher/@TP DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


ROM W N TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir 6, Franks 


Ne.3478 D: 7.14 pom. 21st December, 1950 
2ist Deeember, 1950 R: 12.58 a.m.2lst Deeember, 1950 


ONFIDENT 


Addressed te Fereign Office tele: | 8 ef 


2ist December 
Repeated fer infermatien te Hengkeng Q 
N : ; 


Hengkeng telegram 1383, 
Madame Wellingten Kee, 


Madame Kee is pressing fer a reply se that she may 
finalise her travel arrangements. 1 understand that 
she weuld enly prepese te stay fer a day er twe between 
planes in Hengkeng. I assume in view ef Hengkeng 
telegram under reference that yeu may wish me te infern 
her that visa cannet be granted but if she were prepared 
te give an assurance that she weuld net engage in any kine 
ef pelitical activity during her shert stay in the Celeny, 
weuld the Geverner be willing te allew her transit facilities? 


Fereign Office please pass te Hengkeng as my telegram 


Ne. 48. 
ff [ Sepy sent te Telegraph Section Celenial Office 
fer repetition te Heng Keng). 


Far | Bastern Department 
Seuth East Asia Departaent. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM i 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


TYPEX. 


FROM HONG KONG ar A. ‘Granthad!) 


De 30th December, 1950. 
Re 0th : " 09.00 hrs. 


No. 1417 Confidential. 


Addressed S. of S. 
Repeated Washington Ne. 89. ( S. of S. 
please pass). 


: Your Leleoiua Ne. 1909 (Weansiiadon 
telegram Noe 0). 


Madam Wellington Koo. 


If such an assurance is given I would 
have no objection to grant of a transit visa valid 
for not more than one week on understanding that 
she leaves for Formesa by first available aircraft. 


Le The dog would be kept in quarantine 
during the period of her stay. 


(copies to Foreign Office for transmission to Washington) 
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D2) Wt.21857/165 75,000 8/48 A.& E.W.Ltd. 


Sir QO. Franks a : eens 
Noe 6 De12.355 pem January 2nd, 1951. 
2nd January, 1951. Re 6235 Pele January 2nd, 1951. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 6 of 2nd Januar 


Repeated for information saving to : Hong Kong. 


we 


go 
Hong Kong telegram No.1ld17 to Colonial Office. 


May I now act on lines suggested in Hong Kong telegram 
under reference. Grateful for very early reply. 


Foreign Office please pass saving to Hong Kong as my 
telegram l. 


[Copies sent to Colonial Office for repetitiom saving 


Far Eastern Department 
South East Asia Department 
American Department. 
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Wereir and By Bag Fei 4s 8 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


No. 2 
3rd January, 1951 D. 11.51 a.m.3rd January, 
1951 
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Addressed to Washington telegram No. 23 of 
5rd January 


Repeated for information Saving to Hong Kong. 


SOO OLE LEN 


Your telegram No. 6 [of 2nd January; visa for 
Mme. Wellington Koo]. 


Please do so. 
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Telegrams marked CYPHER (TYPEX) must first be paraphrased if communicated 
to persons outside British or United States Government Services; telegrams marked 
CYPHER (SIMPLEX) should be paraphrased where possible. 


Any ny i, oy retransmission of a cypher telegram marked other than 0O.T.P. 
must be in a One Time System. 


Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office 


ALLOTTED TO CONSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT 


CYPHER (SIMPLEX ) 


FROM ¢ U.eKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA 


D. NEW DELHI, 17e00 hours, 6th January, 1950 
Re 18.50 hours, 6th January, 1950 


PRI ORITY Cae tee ee Se SS OE ee SS He me oe —— ee 
NO» 06 


Government of India have asked whether they should 
continue to issue visas for United Kingdom and colonies on 
behalf of United Kingdom Government to holders of Chinese 
passportse 

They have suggested that they should continue to do 
so until instructed otherwise by you or until asked by Pecples 
Republic not to recognise old style Chinese passportse. Grateful 


for an early replye 


Copies to:= 


Noe LO Private Secretary to Prime Minister (2) 
Foreign Office Private Secretary 

Mre Mi. BE. Dening 

Far Easte Depte (4) 
Cabinet Office Sir Ne. Brook 


ry 
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REFERENCES 


(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


(MINUTES) 


Sos CR Ha FC ibaa/, 


37799 


. 7 ew “wan owe ew: em . ‘ ewe 


1088 Wt20867/P125 100m 11/49 FA Gpbs 


- J Telagiome marked CYPHER (TYPEX) must first be paraphrased if communicated 
: to persons outside British or United States Government Services; telegrams marked 
CYPHER (SIMPLEX) should be paraphrased where possible. 


Any telegraphic retransmission of a cypher os marked other than O.T.P. 


must be in a One Time System. : 


* Ph 


Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office 


ALLOTTED TO CONSTITUTIONAL DEPARTMENT « 


CYPHER (SIMPLEX BX) 


? 


UeKe HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA, 
U.K, HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN. 


D. NEW DELHI 15-00 hours, 12th January, 1950. 
Re 18 02 hours, 12th i 


—~ —[— ew SS ew 


PRIORITY. 
NOe 1526 


Addressed to Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations Noe 152, repeated to U.K. High Commissioner in 
Pakistan NOe 59, for Toye 

For Cleobury from Shepherds br2} 

Our telegram Noe 68e a4 | 

Government of India are pressing for a reply and as we 
have not heard from you we have advised them to continue to act 
according to existing instructions in urgent cases where they 
cannot continue to stall, but to delay others for as long as 
possible, 

Government of India's ow policy is likely to be to refuse 
entry visas for India to holders of Chinese Nationalist passports 
but to grant them transit visas through India, Chinese living in 
India will be able to leeve India on their Nationalist passports 
if the country of their deatination avente them visase If they ° 
cannot oat the necessary visas, Government of India will issue them 
certificates of identity. The above is tentative at present 
and will require modification if and when the People's Republic 
notify Government of India that Nationalist passports are invalide 


—— /Copies to:- 


Copies to3=~ 


eae og ote ae age 


Prime Minister's private Secretary (2) 
Foreign Office. 


Cabinet office 


“——* ene ee a 
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__ Private Secretarye 
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Far East Depte (4). 


Sir Ne Brooke-: Soo es 


1950. 
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No. 95201/8/1/ 50 
Dated V3.1. 50. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE, 
The Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


ae 


"= C1624 $9 7 / 


The Church House, 
Great Snith Street, 
S.W. te 


95201/8/1/50 1S eemasy, 1950 


Dear Rumbelow, 
I enclose a copy of a telegram from the Governor of Fiji 
———— asking for authority to grant a United Kingdom transit visa to 
the Chinese Vice Consul at Suva. 
We should be grateful for early advice as to the reply you 
would like returned to this enquiry. Ingaidentally the Vice 
Consul’s name is Chang, Ching-Chi. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Coates, in the Far East 
Department and Classe in the Treaty Department of the Foreign 
Office. 


Yours sincerely, 


(God) AE bade 


(RO. Cade) 


Fa fo22/ip 


C.h.0. file. (73 2 4. wes 
to U-K-4-Cy (aio, apt. hewte. (ater; la /¢2, 
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| Telegrams marked CYPHER (TYPEX) must first be paraphrased if communicated ee 
to persons outside British or United States Government Services; telegrams 


marked CYPHER (SIMPLEX) should be paraphrased where possible. 


Any telegraphic retransmission of a cypher telegram marked other than O.T.P. ‘3 
must be in a One Time System. 


Outward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office 


CONSTITUTIONAL DEPT. lr C IG 32/ HY 
CYPHER O. Lele 3 _ wniieeeiinitie we —— o mond 


POL. 5840/4. | 
[49 TQ: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONiR IN INDIA 
RPTD: UeK. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN 
(Sent 16.50 hours 16th Jane, 1950) 
PRIORITY 
Noe193 


Addressed to United Kingdom High Commissioner in New Delhi 
No.193 repeated to United Kingdom High Commissioner in Karachi No.1i42 
for Toy. - Gaze 

Your telegram No.152 of 12th January. 

All visa applications by Chinese, including holders of new 
regime passports and of Nationalist passports which have beon 
revalidated by the Communist regime, should be referred to London until 
further notice. When referring it should be stated what return 
facilities are available and whether applicant is belicved to be 
intending to return to India or has visa facilitics for third country. 


When authority is given for visa to be issued cither for United Kingdom 


or for othcr Commonwealth territory and holder's Nationalist passport has 
not repeat not been revalidated by Communist authorities, visa should 
be affixed to form of affidavit, specimen of which is given in 


paragraph 132 page 137 of Passport Control Manual, 


Copy to:- 
Prime Ministcr's Private Secretary (2) 


Passport Control Mre Pele ROX 
Depte 
Forcign Office P.S. to forcign Secretary 


Mr. MeE. Doning 
| Far Eastern Dept. (4) 
Cabinct Office Sir Ne Brook 
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FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT 


R wT 4. SO: 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


References. 


(Print.) 
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Next Paper. 


Saving. 95201/8/1/ 50 


4) Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Date... 4S... January, ..41950 
IGS. A... ... Saving. 


Your telegram No. 7. 
Visas for United Kingdom for Chinese nationals, 


Before considering applications Home Office desire 
to know what entry or re-entry facilities Vice-Consul has for 
United States, Australia and Fiji, also reason for journey 
being made via United Kingdom and whether passage booked by 


‘Grateful for any other information which would 


enable Home Office to judge whether he will in fact proceed 
to the United States if he is permitted to visit this country. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE, 
The Church House, 
Gt. Smith Street, 


: g London, S.W.|. 


Ee —— 


With the Compliments of the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


code 

FROM PITL (Acting Governor) 

dD, 2ra Pebruary, 7950, 

Re Ard " : 07.50 hre, 
PRIORITY | ‘ je 2 
No, 32 4 c \2 a 


Your savingram No.79. 


Transit visa for U.K. for Vice Consul for 
HRationgzlist China. 


Chuang Ching Chi holds Chinese diplomatic «& 
passport issued 3ist March 1948 recently vised by U.S. | 
Embassy Wellington visa No.12 for entry into the U.S. 

valid until t2th October 1950. He states entry into 
Australia has been arranged by the Chinese Ambassador ) 
Canberra, who has testified to thet effect: presumably | i 
his Nationalist diplomatic passport will be recognised 

by Australia. He hag no right of re-entgyy into Fiji. 


ey 
Me eg a saa See ‘ oe ; pe 


2. Person named states he would prefer to travel = 
to the U.S. direct but the Nationalist Government a 
instructed him to hand in Consulate papers at the Embassy * 
at Canberra and to také other papers to the late Chinese = 
Embassy in London. % 


3- Person ne BM hes instructed Union Steamship 
Company Suva (who confirm) to obtain passage to the U.K. 
on Orient vessel. Confirmation of passage is not yet 
received and the Compsny has besn instructed to took air 
passage if ship passage not obtainable. 


; 


reply. 


bo f enould be grateful for an eerily telegraphic 


=} 


INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM PiTi (Acting Governor} 


Dd, 2rd Pebruary, 7950. 
Re 5re " Ag O7f.50 hre, 


5 
a be / 


Your savingram No.79. 


Transit visa for U.K. for Vice Consul for 
Nationglist China, 


Chuang Ching Chi holds Chinese diplomatic 
passport issued 31st March 1948 recently vised by U.S. 
Embassy Wellington visa No.12 for entry into the J.S. 
valid until t2th Octoberg 1950. He states entry into 
Australia has been arranged by the Chinese Ambassador 
Canberra, who has testified to thet effect: presumably 
his Nationalist diplomatic passport will be recognised 
by Australia. He ham no right of re~-entgyy into Fiji. 


2, Person named states he would prefer to travel 
to the U.S. direct but the Nationalist Government 
instructed him to hand in Consulate papers at the Embassy 
at Canberra and to také other papers to the late Chinese 
Embassy in London. 


De Person ne B@ hes instructed Union Steamship 
Company Suva (who confirm) to obtain passage to the U.K. 
on Orient vessel. Confirmation of passage is not yet 
received and the Compsny has been instructed to book air 
passage if ship passage not obtainable, 


; 


bo f gehoulad be grateful for an early telee 


FoDiT . 
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FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 
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FIJI (0.4.6. 
t 11th Februery, 1950, 20,00 hrs, 


No. 35 e 
Your telegram No.32. 
Chinese viceeconsul, 


Transit visa for United Kingjiom may be cranted to 
Chuang Chinp=Chi marked “authorised by Home Office No.C.36119" 


aderar /4. ye 


BALLETS. Lee Ee 


tan ersten corammen, | EC 99 ss b 


CHINA s 


Dated 


Received in = 
Registry— gt ae 5S O 


| 


REFERENCES _ : 
t ve av Vater tect Congl th, Af 
— i 
ics at > hy tn cee 
ei Wann f fet ALG Ce 7 od AL. WpLOA 
by fi. rien at | Cn eanatih Leto 1 4 then hed 
= a. | A 
(Print) | g T 
z (How disposed of) ¥ 9 2. 
_ (Index) 


\ol. 


FAR EASTZRN DEPARTMENT. fF (It 22/7 
rae be be Oe 


byes SEES. 


oe iG 2. 530. 


Registry— 


REFERENCES N ae : 
ir JO255 Jors | 10 Aes. awe 


EAge4 Heaelio 
F (5.40 |!95 
| £ 17079['54/ 0 


F114 (5 [1028]? Aa, 


(MINUTES) 


(How ed, Ledge 


ap bo mat 


| 


| 
| 


(Index) 


AW 


ne 
“Vo 


> 


TELEPHONE 


LONDON WALL 1160. 
" " 2440. 


TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS 
DOLMIR LONDON 
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CHINA SSOCIATION. 


BROAD STREET House. 
54,OL_bp Broapb STREET, 
Lonpon, E.C. 2. 


13th Yebruary, 1950. 


C1622) 


Keswick and I have a letter from an old 
Uhinese friend of ours, who was a member of the 
Shanghai Municipal Council at the same time as 
ourselves, and who proved to be a good friend to 
British interests, asking us to use our influence 
with the view to his being granted a transit visa 
for a visit to this country. His name is 
Hsi Yu-lin, otherwise known as Yulin Hsi. He is 
at present in New York and has applied to the 
Consulate there for permission to visit i.ondon 
in transit and return to tong Kong from this country. 
He says he has given the names of Keswick and mysel 
as referencese | 3 


Dear Coates, 


I should be most grateful if you would 
solicit the good offices of the appropriate depart- 
ment of the Foreign Office in assisting this Chinese 
to get his visa. 


Yours sincerely, 


P.D.Coates, Esqe, 
Foreign Office, 
SeWele 


Bes 1950. 
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Drafl’“retter ‘to 
GB. Mitchell, 3 oon Ss 
Esq., OBE. , Thank you for your letter of the 13th 
China Assocn. , | ) ee | 
Broad Street House, February about Mr. Hsi Yu-Lin. 
5u Old Broad St., “ 
BE. O. 2. So long as Mr. Hsi has a visa for entfy 
into Hong Kong I do not think that he mikl tetd ; 
from experience any difficulty in obtaining a 
Mr. P.D.Coates. United Kingdom transit visa. But, as you know, 
Hong Kong is extremely overcrowded at present 
and it is almost impossible for new arrivals 
to secure accommodation. For this reason 
the Hong Kong Immigration Authorities are 
emtremely reluctant to allow anyone to enter 
the Colony except intransit, and in fact 
anyone who did try to enter the Colony without 
having #t. accommodation booked would almost 
FES Meco CN 
certainly find it quite impossible to 4eeate 
anywhere to stay. 


If Mr. H&St has a friend or relative 
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already living in Hong Kong who is prepared 
to put him up, thén the best plan would be 
for him to ask this friend to let the 


RECEIVED IN 


DIVISION. immigration authorities in Hong Kong know 


that he is prepared to take Mr, Hsi into his 


houses If this can be done ,1 think that 
eS ee 
Mr. Hs i uld 


obtaintee a Hong Kong visa, and consequently 


a United Kingdom transit visa. 
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OUT FiLe 
Yy FOREIGN OFFICE, 3.W.1 


20th Pebruary, 1950. 


(FC 1622/7) 


(Ny dens kDa o 


Thank you for your letter of the 13th Pebruary 
about Mr. Hei YueLin. 


$oO iong as ir. H8i has a visa for entry into 
HongKKong I do not think that he should experience 
any difficulty in obtaining a United Kingdom transit 
visae But, as you know, ifing Kong is extremely 
overcrowded at present and it is almost impossible 
for new arrivals to secure accommodation. Por 
this reason Hong Kong Immigration authorities are 
extremely reluctant to allow anyone to anter the 
Colony except in transit, and in fact anyone who 
did try to enter the Colony without having 
accommodation booked would almost certainly find it 
guite impossible to discover anywhere to satay. 


If ur. Hei has a friend or relative already 
living in Hong Kong who is prepared to put him up, 
then the best plan would be for hin to ask this 
friend to let the immigration authorities in Hong 
Kong know that he is prepared to take Mr. Hsi into 
his house. If this can be done, I think that 
Mr. Hei should be able to obtain a Hong Kong visa, 
and consequently a United Kingdom transit visa. 


VF : H 
Yours wuncereiy 


Mitchell, Bage, 0O.B.&. ) 
China Association, (PD. Coates) 
Broad Street House, 
54, O14 Broad Street, 5 9.2, 
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Dear Department, 


Shattock's letter to Sir Clifford Norton 


FC 1622/8 of March 16th about Dr. Wen and his 
family. 


Ze Have you any news for us yet on this 
question? 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


Far Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 


: ATHENS. 
CONFIDENT IAL 
2nd March 1950. 


(1622/12/50) | b 
De Dots, 


The Chinese Ambassador here, Dr. Wen Yuan-ning, 
who is still accredited to the Greek Government, is exceptionally 
pro-British. He was educated himself at Dulwich and King's 
College, Cambridge, and his three sons are all at present being 
educated in England. He has now asked me if I will find out 
the answer to two questions about the position, in present 
circumstances, of himself and his family. 


Se The first question is whether he, his wife, and his 
mother-in-law, who lives with them, would have any difficulty 
if they wished to visit England for a holiday (I do not think 
they at present envisage doing so this year). It may be taken 
for granted that Dr. Wen Yuan-ning would not contemplate asking 
for his passport to be revalidated by the present Chinese 
authorities. Passport Control Department Circular No. V.5 — 
of the 12th January lays it down that I should have, therefore, 
to refer any application for a visa from him to London. I 
should wish strongly to recommend that any such application should 
be granted, but I should be grateful if you could let me know 
now whether, provided of course that no especial circumstances 
arose, 


(a) I should expect any difficulty over the granting 


of the application, 


(b) whether it would be possible for the Visa Section 
here to be authorised in advance to grant any 
such application if it had my support. Dr, Wen Yuan- 
ning realises that, were a visa granted, it might 
have to be affixed to a special affidavit, 


De The second question concerns Dr. Wen Yuan-ning’s three 
boys, the details of whom I enclose separately. They, too, possess 
- Chinese passports which have not, and will not be, revalidated by 
the present Chinese authorities. So long as they remain in the 
United Kingdom, they will presumably be all right, but. their 
: father wants to know whether they would have any aifficulty in 
getting back into the United Kingdom if they were to go to the 
(2 )Snttaeet for a holiday. In particular he would be most grateful 
if I could assure him that, whatever the formalities might be in 
such an event, they would in no circumstances involve his sons 
| having to present themsel--es at any Chinese Embassy or Consulate, 
so long, that is, as the present régime lasts. Indeed sooner than — 
have this happen, Dr. Wen Yuan-ning says that he would wish 
' reluctantly to contemplate removing his children to complete 
| their education elsewhere. | 


4. I should be most grateful for your sympathetic 
consideration of these points. Were you or I in Dr, Wen Yuan- 
ning's present unhappy position I think they are questions which 
we should feel justified in asking ourselves: 


R. Dunbdvar née, C.M.G,, M.C., 
Treaty Department, 
FO TOLER, duet | 
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@ Particulars of the three sons of Dr. Wen Yuan-ning, Chinese 
| Ambassador in Athens. 


(1) The eldest boy, Peh-yun wen (P.Y. Wen), is now staying at 
7 Bartlemas Road, 
Oxford. 


All being well, he will be entering Pembroke College, Oxford, 
in the Michaelmas Term of 1951. 


(2) The second boy, Chung-chi Wen (C.C. Wen), is at present in the 
VIth Form in Framlingham College, Framlingham, Suffolk. If he 
passes his Entrance Examination this coming June, he will be 
going into residence in King's College, Cambridge, in the 
Michaelmas Term of 1950. 


(3) The yousuas boy, Sutung Wen (S. T. Wen), is also at Framlingham 
College. He should be entering King's College, Canbridge in 
1951. 
(4) During the vacations, all three boys live at: 
c/o Rev. Davies, 
The Vicarage, 
Brandeston, Suffolk. 
They regard The Vicarage as their English home. 


(5) Therguardian in the United Kingdom is: 


Mr. Archibald Rose, whose address is 
The Moat Farn, 
Framlingham, Suffolk. 


Mr. Rose is usually in London between Monday afternoon and 
Wednesday morning, returning to his country residence on 
Wednesday afternoon. His address in town is: 


Westminster House, 
7 Millbank, 
London, S.W.1,. 


and his telephone No. Abbey 1222. 
In what concerns the boys it would be best,to contact 


Mr. Rose, who knows the Foreign Office, as he himself was once a 
member of the service. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 98.W.1. 


! 16th March 1950. 
(FC 1622/8) 


ae A fi 


Your letter 1622/12/50 of the 2nd 
March, about Dr. Wen and his family, has been 
passed on to me for action. 


as It may take a little time to find out 
the answers to your questions, but I shall let 
you know 4s soon as possible. 
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(J.8.H. Shattock) 


Sir Clifford Norton, K.C.™.G., 
Athens. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S. i. 1. 


4uth April, 1950. ° 
(FC 1622/8) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Rend 
> ee Seal) hha =< ciate Rs ‘¢ ce ha : : I8 2a ’ 
he a Se as , 


a. sabe 2 


Our Ambassador at Athens has been 
approached recently by the Chinese Ambassador 
there, Dr. Wen Yuanening, who has asked 
two questions connected with the possible 
grant of visas to himself and his family. 


The first question is whether Dr. Wen, 
his wife and his méher-in-law, who lives with 
them, would have any difficulty if they 
wished to visit England for a holiday; our 
Ambassador does not think that they envisage 
doing so this year. Dr. Wen, who is still 
accredited to the Greek Government as the 
representative of the Chinese Nationalists, 
would not, I understand, be prepared to ask 
for his nationalist passport to be revalidated 
by the present Chinese authorities and if a 
visa were granted it would presumably, have 
to be affixed to a Greek document of identity 
bearing a re-entry visa for Greece. Our 
Ambassador asks whether there is likely to 
be any difficulty over the grariing of the 
application and whether it would be possible 
for the Visa Section of the Embassy to be 
authorised in advance to grant an application 
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of thie... 


J. Shields Smith. Esqa., 
Home Office. 


g 


of this nature by Dr. Wen if it had his 

support. As you know, the present instructions 
are that all visa applications by Chinese 

should be referred to London. 


The second question concerns Dr. Wen's 
three boys, about whom I enclose detsils. 
They too possess Chinese pissportswhich have not 
been, and will not be, revalidated by the 
present Chinese authorities. So long as 
they remain in the United Kingdom they will 
presumably meet with no difficulties, but 
their father hss asked whether they would 
have any difficulty in getting back to the 
United Kingdom if they were to go to the 
Continent for a holiday. In particular 
he has asked whether it is possible for 
him to be assured that, whatever formalities 
there might be, they would in no circumstances 
involve a visit by his sons to a Chinese Embassy 
or Consulate representing tr present régime. 
Sooner than have this nappen, Dr. Wen says that 
he would prefer reluctantly to contemplate — 
removing his children to finish their 
education elsewhere. 


We do not think that Dr. Wen has 
any political claim to special treatment; 
we feel, however, some sympathy for him and 
his family in their present difficult situation, 
I should be grateful to know what answer we 
should send to these questions. 


(J. 3. H. Shattock. ) 


oe wai 5 me 
Se ae ee NM = 
hp CEP ee 


aii ° “ ¥ ge } ee t 
Oe hee a iad weet OL Sue wg Me ae ee eae am > 
Se BRE TOES Rohl Pen 


Prd oyghng : De Ay open gat ie Be 
ee as ihe Shite het oa ey 


y is Ee ae Mes ee NT, Mee MOT Gn Be tae ee te 7 Se ROP eee ee "2 je 
: SR AE RE SES Re Ed SRE Oe Bi hg RRS 


EASiCRN OFPARTMENT 


CHINA s 


No. bY. 33 > 


Dated HO OGD 5o, 


Receivedin & . : reg @ 
Pewee §-5 


REFERENCES 


M162a/5 


Husded 195 6// 0 
F176 ay fr4 | 1 O-¢ 


§ shotstts 


a Ge : 


2746/G of 1949) has been traced and is now 
ached. It merely amplifies somewhat Mr. 
Shields-Smith's letter to Mr. Scarlett. . 


( al The paper referred to above by Mr. Oalts hott 
Nz, 


Qe I think that we should emphasise to Sir C. Nortm 
the point made by Mr. Shields-Smith in the final 
paragraph of his letter,in case Dr. Wen attempts 

in future to take up hiS residence in this country. 

I have added a passage to Mr. Oalgshot's draft 
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25th May, 1950. 
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Telegrams*: Alidep, London. HOME OFFICE, F 
Telephone : CHAncery 8811. (ALIENS DEPARTMENT) 


at 27|-7, HIGH HOLBORN, 
es 2 a LONDON, W.C.I. 


Your creas 
‘Ath May, 1950. 
FC 1622/8 Se 
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Dear Shattock, 5 c/023/0 | 


You wrote to me on 1¥th April about the Chinese 
Ambassador at Athens, Dr. ‘Wen Yuan—ning who was 
anxious to come to this country to visit his sons 
and bring his wife and mother-in-law with him. As 
you are probably aware the Passport Control Officer 
has since granted a visa to Dr. and Madame Wen for 


a short visit and in fact they arrived here on 23rd 
April. 


We have no objections to this visit subject to 
the terms of my letter to Scarlett of 24th November £17679 
1949, (your reference F. 15940/1056/10) and I presume 4541/10 


Dr. Wen and his wife will be shortly returning to 
Greece. 


As regards the second point in your letter, we 
have no objection to supplying Dr. Wents boys who 
are at school in this country with Home Office 
Certificates of Identity in exchange for their 
present passports to enable them to have a holiday 
on the Continent. 


I enclose application forms-which are self- 
explanatory-for use if necessary. All appropriate 
instructions will be provided by our Immigration 
Branch here when the Certificates are issued. 


Yours sincerely, 
Je Os He SHattock, Esa., 
Foreign Office, 
S.Wel. 


Our. ie . 
I am ofry that it has not been possible!) 
until now to et ES he information you asked 
Oose for in your letter No. 1622/12/50 of the 2nd 


March about the Chinese Ambassador at Athens, 
Draft. : 7 | a 
Dr. Wen Yuan=ning. 4 


To: Po Be As regards your first question, you are no | 
* (385 


Sir C. Norton, doubt aware that Dr. and Madame Wen have 9 
Athens. ; 


mi already obtained visas for a short visit to this y 
rom: | 4 


3 country and in fact arrived here on the 2rd , 
Mr. Shattock,. 2 
April. The Home Office have no objection to a 
visit of this nature, provided that it is clear 


that Dr. Wen does not inten to settle in this 


MARGIN. 


country. The trouble is that in the ‘past 


foreign diplomats in circumstances similar to 


IN THIS 


that of Dr. Wen have @neeceded—tn enterédg the 
United Kingdom on a diplomatic visa and, once 
in this country, have announced their desire 
to become residents. The Home Office on a 
previous occasion wrote to us in this 
connection as follows:- 


"Tt seems to us improper that Chinese 
GQiplomats should secure admission and 
ultimately settlement here by the use of 
diplomatic visas which have been issued on 
the grounds that the holders’ intention was 
to visit the United Kingdom. I understand 
that normally diplomatic transit visas are 
granted on the understanding that they are 
to facilitate a journey through this 
country to a destination elsewhere and we 
should be grateful if where there are 
grounds for believing that this facility 
is being sought to secure residence here 
you would consult us before the visa is 
granted." 
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ae He meet the Home Office requirement, and I gq aboola 
Sr ion, atl 
F therefore be grateru Or ou could sghoult us 


in advance should there be any reason to suppose | 


that Dr. Wen wishes 4m-~usure to come to this 

country on anything but a temporary visit. : 
| “4 4. | with | regard to. your second question, about | 
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Dr. Wen's sons, the Home Office have no 
objection to supplying the two boys with Home 
Office Certificates of Identity in exchange 
‘for their present passports. This would enebiq 
them to travel t the continent and to return 
to this country after their holiday and would 
obviate the necessity for a visit to a Consulatd 
controlled ‘by the Peking authorities. I 
enclose the application forms which they will 
have to use before they wish to travel.’ -Perhapd 
you would like to pass these to Dr. Wen on his 
return from the United ‘Kingdom, if he is not 
already ‘back in Athens. - The Home Office say 
that their Inmi gration Branch will give any 
necessary instructions iiss Ms travel = 
Gértitlontee-ate Leeied. 
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, FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
(FO 1922/9) 4st June, 1950 
CONFIDENTIAL 


My den Bs Chfprel 


I am sorry that it has not been possible until now to send 
you the information you asked for in your letter No. 1622/12/50 
of the 2nd March about the Chinese Ambassador at Athens, Dr. 
Wen Yuan-ning. 


2. As regards your first question, you are no doubt aware that 
Dr. and Madame Wen have already obtained visas for a short visit 
to this country and in fact arrived here on the 23rd April. The 
Home Office have no objection to a visit of this nature, provided 
that it is clear that Dr. Wen does not intend to settle in this 
country. The trouble is that in the past foreign diplomats in 
circumstances similar to that of Dr. Wen have entered the United 
Kingdom on a diplomatic visa and, once in this country, have 
announced their desire to become residents. The Home Office on 
@ previous occasion wrote to us in this connexion as follows:- 


"It seems to us improper that Chinese diplomats should 
secure admission and ultimately settlement here by the use 
of diplomatic visas which have been issued on the grounds 
that the holders’ intention was to visit the United Kingdom. 
I understand that normally diplomatic transit visas are 
granted on the understanding that they are to facilitate a 
journey through this country to a destination elsewhere and 
we should be grateful if where there are grounds for 
believing that this facility is being sought to secure 
residence here you would consult us before the visa is 
granted." 


5. We have undertaken to do our best to meet the Home Office 
requirement, and I should therefore be grateful if on any future 
occasion you could consult us in advance should there be any 
reason to suppose that Dr. Wen wishes to come to this country on 
anything but a temporary visit. 


h, With regard to your second question. about Dr. Wen's sons, 
the Home Office have no objection to supplying the two boys with 
Home Office Certificates of Identity in exchange for their 
present passports. This would enable them to travel to the 
continent and to return to this country after their holiday and 
would obviate the necessity for a visit to a Consulate controlled 
by the tenga authorities. I enclose the application forms 
which they will have to use before they wish to travel. Perhaps 
you would like to pass these to Dr. Wen on his return from the 
United Kingdom, if he is not already back in Athens. The Home 
Office say that their Immigration Branch will give any necessary 
instructions when the travel certificates are issued. 


nF 
Vorre efnecra.F 


(J. S. H. Shattock) 


Sir Clifford Norton, K.C.M.G., C.V.0., 
ATHENS 
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Mr. Hutchison: 


No. /30 
6th June, 1950. R.11.38 a.m, Sth June, 1950, 


N.C.N.A. reports that on 3rd June Liu Ning-yi, Vice 
President of the [grp undec] China Federation of Labour 
addressed a Peace Rally in London, He is reported as 
saying that he is the first Chinese to come to London with a 
People's Republican passport. 


2. On the assumption that this report is true I should be 
interested to know where he applied for his visa, and what 
kind of viga (diplomatic or other) he was granted. 


IS } 
Far Eastern Department 


BBB 


Security classification ....... Restricted. 
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Your telg no. 750 [or June 6th: 


Liu ning-y4 


* 


: Liu ning-yi applied in Budapest 
‘ ‘i © M 4 - i) e H 
(1. ve INCBD n May 24th for a das eyery Visa. He 


Mel GUN 1950 | preduced a Peeple's Republic diplematic 


Cyp Macys 10 oe 2 | 
Disthibution -— of a People s Republie passport of any 


kind. 
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He was granted an ordinary 


visa, Since he wal act Caming te 
tht Covat™ on diplmeNc wm 
otle- oFFictal buiiness, 


+) “to 20/, 


Cypher/OTP 
FC 1622/10 
Restricted 


D: 11.00 a.m 21st June, 1950. 
20th June, 1950. 


RESTRICTED 


Your telegram No. 750 [of June 6th : Liu Ning-yi)]. 


Liu Ning-yi applied in Budapest on May 24th for a 
United Kingdom entry visa. He produced a People's 
Republic diplomatic passport. This was the first we 
had heard of a People’s Republic passport of any kind. 


He was granted an ordinary visa, since he was not 


coming to this country on diplomatic or other official 
business. 
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Mr. Hutehisen 


Ne, 1037 4,80 p.m, 12th July,1950, 
12th July,1950, : 6,16 p.m, 12th Jyly,1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL £¢ Gar 


Yeur telegram Ne, 862: Visa fer Liu Ning-yi. 


You have ne deubt seen his cemments en life in 


England reperted in Hsin Hua English service on 
July 8th. 
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE, ~ 
Downing Street, 


With the Compliments of the 


Under Secretary of State 


for Commonwealth Relations. 


eo. | Gded \\4 


C.R.O.2. 


°¢@ 


vIsA/7 July $, 1950. 


Dear Ashford, 


I refer to your letter of May 12, 1950 (reference P 2580/17) 
concerning the issuance of visas for Canada on Chinese Nationalist passports 
by United Kingdom Consul when acting as representatives for the Government of 


Canada, 


The Department of External Affairs expresses the view that 
occasions on which United Kingdom Consuls would be called upon to examine 
Chinese immigrants to Canada are rare and that, therefore, your enquiry con- 
cerns the granting of non-immigrant and transit visas to Chinese nationals. 


Requirements concerning the entry into Canada of non-immigrant 
Chinese are given in Consular Circular No, 16 of May 19th, 1950, a copy of which 
fs attached, You will note from this document that a non-immigrant visa should 
be granted only to a person who holds a passport valid for his return to China 
or to the country of his residence, If in transit, the person should produce 
documentary evidence of admissibility to the country beyond Canada to which he 


is proceeding, 


An affidavit which did not show readmissibility to some other 
country would not, therefore, be acceptable to the Canadian Immigration authori- 
ties, except in the case of political refugees from whom special dispensation 
had already been obtained from Ottawa, If a proposed non-immigrant holds a 
Chinese nationalist passport showing readmissibility to some other country, his 
visa should be placed on this document. It is realised that the United Kingdom 
authorities may be reluctant to visa passports issued by a Government which 
they no longer recognise, In this event, the Department of External Affairs 
feels that United Kingdom Consul Officers should advise the proposed non- 
immigrant to present himself to the nearest Canadian visa Officer for examina- 


tion, 


I trust that this procedure commends itself to you and I would 
be obliged if you would let me know what decision is arrived at in this matter, 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) E. A. COTE. 


P * E. Ashford y Esq, 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 


Downing Street, 
SW. 1. 


DEPARTMENT OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA 


CIRCULAR DOCUMERT 


CONSULAR WO.16 Ottawa, May 19, 1950. 


Sir, 

I enclose one copy of the 
Immigration Branch Headquarters Directive 
No.25 dated May 10, 1950. This directive 
deals with the entry of non-inmigrant 
Chinese to Canada. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Leslie Chance 


for Secretary of State 
for External Affairs, 


To the Heads of 


Canadian Posts Abroad. 
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DTORATION BRANCH 


v Berroue TEFS HeQe File 5002] 
DIRECTIVE NO. 235 May 10, 1950. 


SUBJECT ENTRY OF NOH- GRANT CHINESE 


Le Owing to the confused situation existing in China, 
persons of Chinese race and citizenship are at this time 
unable to meet the requirements of Order-ineCouncil P.C. 
2744, dated 2nd day of June, 1949, in regard to the possession 
of valid passportse Passports that may be ismed by the 
Nationalist Government are not recognized by the Commnist 
Government for return to China of holders thereof and, as 
Canada does not recognize the Chinese Communist Government, 
documents issued by that Government are not acceptable. 
Further, the Colonial Government of Hong Kong does not allow 
the entry of Chinese to that Colony except by special permit. 
Therefore, persons of the noneimmigrant classes who might 
wish to proceed to Canada for various purposes will be und le 
to present valid ec. required by the regulations or 
establish their ability to secure re-admission to China, 


Ze Applicants in Canada applying for the entry of 
Chinese under non-immigrant status, 1ee., University students, 
teachers, missionaries, etce, are to be informed that such 
persons cannot comply with the regulations inr egard to 
passports, etc., and authority for admission cannot be issued 
at the present time « : 


Se In view of the situation above described, non-immi- 
grant visas will only be granted to Chinese in transit through 
Canada to another country when such persons can present 
documentary evidence of admissibility to the country beyond 
Canada to which they are proceeding. 


4. As paragraph 4(b) of P.C. 2744 dated the 2nd day of 
June, 1949, specifically provides for the acceptance of a travel 
Gémument or affidavit establishing identity in lieu of a pass- 
port in the case of an alien who is a refugee from his country 
of origin, paragraph 5 above will not apply to applications for 
the entry to Canada of noneimmigrant Chinese coming within this 
categorye. Should such an application be receiwed, the same is 
to be referred to Head Office with full particulars for decision, 


5. The Superintendent at Hong Kong and the District — 
Superintendent at Vancouver will please note that the procedure 
outlined in paragraph 3 does not cancel the existing arrenge- 
mont relating to the movement of Chinese from China to the 
United States via Vancouver. 


(Sgde) GeE.Ss Smith 
Acting Director. 


Me dat 
(thane ane pps cael, ) 
a Eagan from ante 


ViIsa/7 


Dear Ashford, 


I refer to your letter of May 12, 1950 (reference P 2580/17) 
concerning the issuance of visas for Canada on Chinese Nationalist passports 
by United Kingdom Consul when acting as representatives for the Government of 


Canada, 


The Department of External Affairs expresses the view that 
occasions on which United Kingdom Consuls would be called upon to examine 
Chinese immigrants to Canada are rare and that, therefore, your @nquiry con- 
cerns the grinting of non-immigrant and transit visas to Chinese nationals, 


Requirements concerning the entry into Canada of non-imaigrant 
Chinese are given in Consular Circular No, 16 of May 19th, 1950, a copy of which 
is attached. You will note from this document that a non-immigrant visa shold 
be granted only to a person who holds a passport valid for his return to China 
or to the country of his residence, If in transit, the person should produce 
documentary evidence of admissibility to the country beyond Canada to which he 


is proceeding, 


An affidavit which did not show readmissibility to some other 
country would not, therefore, be acceptable to the Canadian Immigration authori- 
ties, except in the case of political refugees from whom special dispensation 
had already been obtained from Ottawa, If a proposed non-immigrant holds a 
Chinese nationalist passport showing readmissibility to some other country, his 
visa should be placed on this document. It is realised that the United Kingdom 

authorities may be reluctant to visa passports issued by a Governzent which 
they no longer recognise, In this event, the Department of External Affairs 
feels that United Kingdom Consul Officers should advise the proposed non- > 
immigrant to present himself to the nearest Canadian visa Officer for examina- 


tion, | 


I trust that this procedure ocmmends itself to you and I would 
be obliged if you would let me know what decision is arrived at in this aatter, 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) E. A. COTE 


J. 5 Ashford, Esq. , 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 


Downing Street, 
8.8, 1. 
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DEPARTMENT OF 


EXTERNAL AF:'AIRS 
CANADA 


CIRCULAR DOCUMENT : 


CONSULAR WO.16 Ottawa, May 19, 1950. 


: Sir, 
q i I enclose one copy of the 
1 | Immigration Branch Headquarters Directive 
Wo.25 dated May 10, 1950. This directive 
: deals with the entry of non-inmigrant 

q Chinese to Canada. 

’ I have the honour to be, 

: sir, 

q Your obedient servant, 

- Leslie Chance 


 &£& for Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 


: To the Heads of 


Canadian Posts Abroad. 
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IMMIGRATION BRANCH 


” @. DQUARTE FS HeQe Pile 500-1 


DIRECTIVE NO. 23 May 10, 1950. 


SUBJECTs ENTRY OF NON-IMMIGRANT CHINESE 


le Owing to the confused situation existing in China, 
persons of Chinese race and citizenship are at this time 
unable to meet the requirements of Order-in-Council P.C. 
2744, dated 2nd day of June, 1949, in regard to the possession 
of valid passports. Passports that may be isaed by the 
Nationalist Government are not recognized by the Communist 
Government for return to China of holders thereof and, as 
Canada does not recognize the Chinese Communist Government, 
documents issued by that Government are not acceptable. 
Purther, the Colonial Government of Hong Kong does not allow 
the entry of Chinese to that Colony except by special permit. 
Therefore, persons of the noneimmigrant classes who might 
wish to proceed to Canada for various purposes will be un® le 
to present valid passports required by the regulations or 
establish their ability to secure re-admission to China. 


Ze Applicants in Canada applying for the entry of 
Chinese under noneimmigrant status, i.e., University students, 
teachers, missionaries, etc., are to be informed that such 
persons cannot comply with the regulations inr egard to 
passports, eto., and authority for admission cannot be issued 
at the present time. 


Se In view of the situation above described, non-immi- 
grant visas will only be granted to Chinese in transit through 
Canada to another country when such persons can present 
documentary evidence of admissibility tothe country beyond 
Canada to which they are proceeding. 


4. As paragraph 4(b) of P.C. 2744 dated the 2nd day of 
June, 1949, specifically provides for the acceptanoe of a travel 
Géaument or affidavit establishing identity in lieu of a pass- 
port in the case of an alien who is a refugee from his country 
of origin, paragraph 5 above will not apply to applications for 
the entry to Canada of noneimmigrant Chinese coming within this 
categorye Should such an application be receiwed, the same is 
to be reforred to Head Office with full particulars for decision, 


5. The Superintendent at Hong Kong and the District — 
Superintendent at Vancouver will please note that the procedure 
outlined in paragraph S does not cancel the existing arrenge- 
ment relating to the movement of Chinese from China to the 
United States via Vancouver. 


(Sgd.) CeE.S- Smith 
Acting Dq¢rector. 
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I understand that Mr. Franklin has 
spoken with Mr. Gidden (Colonial Office) 
about this United Kingdom Visa application 
from the former Chinese (Nationalist) 
ConsulwGeneral in Kuala Lumpur and his 
family. The Colonial Office, in view 
of the High Commissioner's recommendation, 
rather hope that the Visa application £ 
will go through. Moreover, they are 
inclined to suggest that it might have 
a bad effect on the Chinese in Malaya 
who support us if it became known that 
we were not prepared to do anything for 
Chinese in this category whose record is 
good. Nevertheless, on our existing 
policy I think that we should advise 
against the grant of the Visa to Mr. Li 
and his family. If a Visa is granted 
we will be creating a precedent and might 
find it difficult to turn down other cases. 


26 Our best line in view of the High 
Commissioner's recommendation might be 

to suggest to the Colonial Office that 
unless they consider there are compelling 
reasons why an exception should be made 

in this case we would be against the 

grant of a Visa,since no guestion of 
granting political asylum arises, Omh Furtt 


Mrs Lin pete mn | hain tary wr 
[nner a " peoukwne Aontoge. 


(NC.C. Trench) 
16th August, 1950. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


am 


PAL 4 
Telegrams: Alidep, London. HOME OFFICE, 


Telephone : CHAncery 8811. 
(ALIENS DEPARTMENT) 


Posie [- Se 271-7, HIGH HOLBORN, 
Led / LONDON, W.C.I 


’ . Your reference: 
Se 12 
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Dear iir, Franklin, | 


I mentioned to’ you on the. telephene—the-- 
application by liir, Li Chin, the former 
Chinese Consul-General in Kuala Lumpur, to 
come to the United Kingdom with his wife and 
children, The original application was for 
a visa for permanent residence but the 
request is now reduced to a visit of a year, 
For all practical purposes, however, he would 
be here for residence if we admitted him for 
a stay of a year, 


m 


As you know, we have restricted the grant | 
of political asylum to Chinese diplomats to @ 
those who were in this country at the time of | 
the recognition of the Communist Government, 
Under that policy, iir, Chin has no claim, but 
we felt that, in view of his service in 
Malaya, you might consider the application 
to merit exceptional treatment, I enclose a | 
copy of the application, and I should be very @ 
grateful for your advice, F 


5S 
¥ 


Yours sincerely, 


Kult  - Crt 


A.A.E,. Franklin, isq., 
Far Lkastern Department, 
Foreign Office,. 
London, 
Delete 
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Application for Visa - Mr, Li Chin and family. 


Mr, Li Chin, Chinese national, former Chinese Consul-General, Federation 


of Malaya, applies for visa to visit the United Kingdom for one year accompanied 
by his wife and five children, 


2. Personal Particulars, 


Name Place of birth Age. 
Li Chin China 4.4 
Li Wang Hang (wife) . 52 
Li Chi Tai (son) . 15 
Li Chi iei (son) . " 10 
Li Yung (daughter) ss 6 
Li Kwong (daughter) . : 6 
Li Chi Dooh (son) 2 De 


3. As Chinese passports cannot be obtained in the Federation, he would travel 
on an affidavit in lieu of passport, 


4, iir. Li and family will be permitted to lac to Malaya on termination of 
visit. 


5. He will be in possession of £2,000 sterling upon arrival in the United Kingdom, 


6, References: - 


In the United Kingdom: - 


Dr. F, T. Cheng, (former Chinese Ambassador), 
45, Maresfield Gardens, 
London, N.W.3. 


In the Federation: - 
His Excellency the High Commissioner has minuted:- 


"IT wish to recommend that iir, Li Chin should 
be granted a visa to reside in the United 
Kingdom for up to one year, This can be put. 
on the appsseatson form without further 
reference to me." ~ 
le Be it Chin originally applied for visas for permanent residence but has 
amended this application, It is not considered that he comes within category (a) 
or (b) mentioned in Passport Control Department Confidential Circular No, V.68 
dated the 1ith October, 1949, 


8. There are no political or other grounds for objection to lr, Li Chin who has 
an excellent reputation, 


(Sgd) A. Be Roche, 
( A. B, ROCHE ) 
CONTROLIER OF IMMIGRATION, 
FEDERATION, 


15/6/50 
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Your letter L.45797 of the 29th July 
Open. : 


to Mr. Franklin, concerning a U.K. visa 
Draft. 


Miss KN; Coates, 


nei 


for Mr. Li Chin, was passed on to me, 


as Mr. Franklin went on leave shortly 
Home Office 


(Aliens? Dept.) . | after receiving it. 


MARGIN. 


271-7 High Holborn From our own point of view, we do 
WeCel | not kn ow of any special reason why an 


IN THIS 


exception to the general rule should be nade 
in favour of Mr. Li Chin and his family. a 
If the Colonial Office wish to press his 
Case, they will no Govbt let you know 

direet, if they have not already done so. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 8. W, I. 
25th august, 1950. 


Your letter L.45797 of the 29th July to Mr. Franklin, 
concerning a United Kingdom visa for Mr. Li Chin, was 
passed on to me, as Mr. Franklin went on leave shortly 
after receiving it. 


Prom our own point of view, we do not know of any 
special reason why en exception to the general rule should 
be made in favour of tr. Li Chin and his family. If the 
Colonial Office wish to press his case, they will no doubt 
let you know direct, if they have not already done eo. 


(KR. Oe Fe Tren oh) 


Miss K.N. Coates, 
Home Office, 
(Aliens’ Department) 
We. Ge I. 


: er 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 3. W. I. 
25th august, 1950. 


‘Your letter Le 45797 of the 29th July to Mr. Franklin, 


concerning a United Kingdom visa for. Mr. Li Chin, wags 
Passed on to me, as Mr. Franklin went on leave shortly 


after receiving it. 


From our own point of view, we do not know of any 
special reason why an exception to the general rule should 
be made in favour of Mr. Li Chin and his family. If the 
Colonial Office wish to press his case, they will no doubt 
let you know direct, if they have not already done so. 


(N.C. GC. Trench) 


Miss K.N. Coates, 
Home Office, 
(aliens' * Department) 
271-7 High Holborn, 


We ©. I. 
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TEA. PHONE: PAR 56. & es & at KILMARTH, 
‘#-- PAR G.W.R. ‘i PAR, 


& HALF MILES. CORNWALL. 


as from ; Caius College,Cambridge 


The Director 
Far East Department 
Foreign Office,London 


Dear Sir: 


I have just received word from the Secretary 
of the Britain-China Friendship Association. concerning the 
membership of the delegation of friendship which has been 
selected by the new Chinese government to visit this coun- 
try. Since some of these personalities became well known 
to me during the years through the last war which I spent 
on official duties in China,I should like to give you some 
information about them which may add to what you already 
Professor Chou Pei-Yuan is a very eminent mathematical |@ 
physicist at Peking University. His world reputation may be 7 
seen from the fact that he is a member of the council of the 
International Union of Theoretical ami Applied Mechanics. | 
He has been in England and Cambridge since the end of the 
war. Professor Tu Chang-Wang is also a well known scientist; 3 
he occupies the chair of Meteorology at Nanking University, é 
and is one of the leading members of the Chinese Natural = 
Science Society,a body somewhat similar to the British Ass- | 
ociation which publishes several scientific journals. Be 

I néed say little about Mr Hsiao Chien,who lived a 
number of years in Englami,and whose books are familiar to 
the public here. He was for some time in Cambridge,and [ 
think even had a Fellowship at King's. Mme.Feng Yu-Hsiang | 
(widow of the famous "Christian" General,Féng Yu-Hsiang) is E 
also of course very well known,and I believe has a minister-j 
ial post in some cultural department under the new regime. 

The others (Liu Ming-I,Wang Tieh-Yai,am Liang 
Keng} I do not know,but presume that one of them probably 
represents the trade unions. In any case,it seems to me, 
upon consideration of the names,that the delegation is 
predominantly a cultural and scientific one,ami moreover 
(in my judgment) very well so chosen. 


PAR, 
CORNWALL. 


T HONE: PAR 56. KILMARTH, 
—-. PAR G.W.R. 


ONE & HALF MILES. 


The Secretary informs me that there is some 
delay in the issue of visas for the party. I understand 
that a meeting of welcome is being arranged for them on 
Oct.lst. It would surely be a great pity if their 
viaas were not granted in time to allow of the carrying 
out of the arrangements being made for them,amd I feel 
that it would be likely to give a bad impression in 
China. I am confident that you share my feeling as to 
the desirability of our doing everything possible to 
calm present international relations,and this mission 
of frieniship seems a good opportunity. I would there- 
fore plead that your Department do all in its power to 
facilitate the delegation's visit at the time planned, 
especially in the urgent matter of. visas. 


Yours sincerely, 


FRS 
formerly Head of the British Scienti- 
fic Mission in China,H.M.Embassy, 
Chungking. 
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25th September, 1950. — 


Sir, 


I am directed by Mr. Attlee to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of 19th September on 
the subject of the visit of a Chinese cultural 
and scientific delegation to this country at the 
invitation of the China Britain Friendship 
Association. The interesting biographical 
background information, based as it is on your 
valuable personal knowledge of the personalities 
concerned, is also greatly appreciated. 


It is understood that you have in the mean- 
time been telephonically informed that His 
Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at Peking has 
already been authorised to issue visas for the 
visit to the United Kingdom of this delegation. 
The Secretary of the China Britain Friendship 
Association has been similarly informed. 


I am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Dr. Joseph Needham, F.&.5S., 
Par, | 
Cornwall. 
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Copied to ; 


H.k, The Governor, Hong Kong, (1 copy). 
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Formosa Immigration Restrictions. 


BRITISH CONSULATE, 
TAMSUL, 
FORMOSA. 


9th February, 1950. 
No. 12. (2 copies) 
Copied to; 
Foreign Office. No, 21. 


(2 eopies) 
Governor, Hong Kong. 


Il have the honour to refer to your circular 
to Consuls No. 27(1/418/49) of 2nd March, 1949 and 
to transmit an amendment to the Regulations governing 
entry into Formosa as published in the Hsin Sheng 
Pao of lst February, 1950. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir 
Your obedient, humble servant, 


( ET. Biggs ) 
Consul. 


Je GC. Hutehison, Esq., CoMeGe, 
Hl. Charge 4*aAffaires, 
HM. Mnbassy, 
Nanking. 


AMENDED ENTRANCE R&GULATIONS FOR MILITARY AND GOVE ‘NMENT 
ie : PERSONNEL AND TRAVELLERS, 


As circumstances have changed the original entrance 
regulations for Military and Governnent Personnel and 
Travellers have been slightly amended, The amendments 
are as follows:- 


Military and Government Personnel who will be permitted 
to enter here are limited to the following:- 


le Persons sent here by the Central Government or 
military organizations (including members of their families) 
must possess certificates issued by their superior author- 
ities and their names must be notified in advance to the 
Provincial Government or Peace Preservation Headquarters, 


Ze Persons (including the membeis of their families) 
sumnoned to Taiwan by the Taiwan Provincial Government and 
the Peace Preservation Headquarters and in possession of 
entrance permits, 


5e Persons who have been specially permitted to enter 
Taiwan by the Governor or by the Comnanders of Military 
Forces in Taiwan, 


When Military and Government personnel come to Taiwan, 
apart from obeying all regulations, they mst also possess 
identity certificates, submit two copies of the travellers’ 
registration form with a 2+ inch photograph attached and, 
when they arrive here, submit one of them to the inspector 
(at the wharf or airfield), They must also show their 
identity certificates and entrance permits, 


Failure to produce the aforementioned certificates will 
render them liable to be sent back by the original ship or 
aeroplane in which they came, 


Government and Military personnel who are permitted to 
enter may later be arrested if it is discovered that there 
are doubts regarding the legality of their position. 


All Government and Military personnel who are permitied 
to enter Taiwan must register at the census organization 
located at their destination within ten days, otherwise they 
may be expelled from the province, 


Foreign diplomatic and consular officials or consular 
staff members who come to Taiwan will be dealt with according 
to the regulations governing “ Entry and Departure end sojourn 
of foreigners in the Republic of China", 


Those Government and Military personnel and people who 
have to leave Taiwan on official business and who have to 
return to Taiwan should apply for entrance permits in advance, 
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SUBIMRT: Regulations gevern- AS ye BRITISH CONSULATE id 
ing try to Formosa of Nation- “~~ TAMS UL | 
als of countries not in diplomatic FORMOSA. 
relations with the Nationalist 

Government of China. 


l’7th March, 1950. 


No. D1s (3 copies) Semen ee 
Covied to: kz C/b624 2 


His Excellency, Trae cenatnemaamme teeteaa 
The Governor, Hong Kong. 

(2 copies) 

Commissioner-General, 

Singapore. ( 2 copies) 


RESTRICTED. 


5 og A n cc. 
+ * 


I have the honour to transmit regulations covering 
the entry to Formosa of Nationals of countries no 
longer recognising the Nationalist Government of China. 


ee These regulations are generally admitted locally 

to have bedn introduced in retaliation for the Hong 
Kong Government's restrictions on the entry of Chinese 
to Hong Kong. It is, not clear, however, how travellers 
to Formosa from British territory can comply with tle se 
regulations seeing that there is no Nationalist Govern- 
ment representative to whom they may avply. Travellers 
from Hong Kong can, with considerable inconvenience, 
apply through the Nationalist Revresentative at Macao 
and it has been made ck ar that they are expected to do 
this. But travel to Formosa from other British 
territory would appear, in theory at least, to be 
virtually impossible. 


3. Hitherto any organization or firm represented in. 
Formosa has been able to secure entry permits far its 
personnel by avplying locally and it remains to be seen 
whether this procedure will continue notwithstanding 
the introduction of these new regulations. 


IT have the honour to be, 
With” the highest respect, 
Your most obedient humble servant. 


cn 


(Rit. my | 


Consul. 


His Ma jestyt S 
Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 
London. S. Ws. 1. 
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p REGULATIONS GOVERNING VISAS FOR ENTRANCE AND TRANSIT TO 


CHINA FOR NATICNALS OF GOUNTRIES WHICH HAVE SEVERED DIp- 
LOWMATIC RELATIONS WITH CHINA ) 


(March 9th Hsin Sheng Pao) 


The Executive Yuan has approved the regulations govern- 
ing visas for entrance and transit through China for nationals 


ra countries which have severed diplomatic relations with 
hina. 


Art. 1. When nationals of countries which have no diplo- 
matic relations with the Republic of China(hereinafter 
called "Such People") apply for a permit at Chinese Embassies 
or Consulates in foreign countries for entry or transit 
through China, application must be undertaken in the follow- 
ing manner, 


Art. II. Such people when applying for entrance permits 
must complete two copies of the application form for provi- 
sional entrance permit ( or so-called full visa). They 
have to submit the names of reliable relatives or a shop 
(firm) in China and then obtain a letter of guarantee. 

The guarantor must guarantee that when the applicant arrives 
in China he( or she) will not engage in any improper ac- 
tivity that he has a definite job and has adequate means 

of support for at least three months stay in China. fMThe 
name and address of the guarantor must be written in the 
thirteenth column of the application form. 


Art.III. Chinese Embassies, legations and consulates in 
foreign countries must get permission from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs before issuing entrance visas to these 
applicants. 


Art. IV. When Chinese Embassies, legations and consulates 

in foreign countries receive applications as in Art.II then 

they should satisfy themselves that the application is 

bona fide and then submit one copy of the application 

form to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a decision, at 

the same time forwarding relevant documents and giving 

their opinion. When permission is granted a visa for a 

provisional entrance certificate may be given. However, 

visas must not be given on the passports of the applicants. | 
Te hm Sah * 

Art. V. Such applications to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

can be presented three months in advance of the date the 

applicants intend to come to China. If entry is urgently 

required and has to be referred by telegram then it should 

be undertaken one montn in advance of the visit. If, how- 

ever, in the applicants are in the Philippines, Japan or 

in Macao applications can be dealt with at two weeks’ 

notice. 


If reference is by telegram the expense for telegrams 
must be pre-paid by the applicant. 


Art. VI. Such people when applying for transit visas must 
complete two copies of Application form for provisional 
transit visa" and He must also submit their visas issued 
by the country to which they intend to proceed for exami- 
nation, together with their ship or aircraft tickets. If 

it is found that they require transit through Shina to 
reach their ultimate destination a provisional transit cer- 
tificate may be issued without reference. However visas 
must not be given on their passports. 


/ art. VII. 


cd rT aa 


Art. VII. When a provisional transit certificate is 
issued by Chinese Embassies, legations and consulates 
in foreign countries then a copy of its application 
form together with a note of the course undertaken must 
be forwarded to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
reference, 


Art.VIII. The valid duration of the provisional entrance 
permit, issued according to Art. VI., must not exceed 
three months; and for the provisional transit certificate, 
wing hg in accordance with Art. VI, must not exceed one 
MontNe 


Art. IX. The charge on each provisional entrance cer- 
tificate ( or permit) and provisional transit certificate 
is U.S.$6.00 or the equivalent of that amount in local 
currency. 


Art. X. When foreign diplomats or officials apply for 
such permits they have to undertake the above procedures 
in similar manner. 


Art. XI. The forms for application of entrance permit 
or transit permit and letter of guarantee will be for- 
mulated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Art. XII. Those items which have not yet been specially 
regulated in these regulations will be governed by the 
regulation in the third chapter of the "Visa regulations 
of the Republic of China for foreigners" and other re- 
lated ordinances. 


~~ 


Art. XIII. These regulations will come into force after 


they have been presented to the Executive Yuan by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and retified by the Yuan. 
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g FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.4. 


3rd May, 1950. 
(FC 162h,/2) 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Dw 


T enclose a copy of Tamsui despatch No. 37 
of the 17th March about recent regulations 
covering entry into Formosa. 
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ee A strict interpretstion of these regulations 
would meke it extremely difficult to travel to 
Formosa from Fritish territory. You will note 
that application must be made three months in 
advance (one month in cases of urgency) to a 
Nationalist diplomatic or consular post. In 
view of the absence of “stionslist posts from 
British territory this would, in theory, mean 
that a citizen of the Tinited “ingedom and Colonies 
would have to travel to the nearest country which 
still recognised the Nationnaliste. 


3. You will see, however, from psragraph 3 of 


Riggs’ despatch that in practice visa applications 
cen be made in Formosa. 


(K. Re Oakeshott) 


Re E. Radford, "sq., 
Colonial Office. 


